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HAr wiſe king . ne cel. in iii. i. Toe 


very thing there is a ſeaſon, and a time for every 
purpoſe under heaven. And if there be a time and ſeaſon 


allowed for every thing and purpoſe, even the mean- 


eſt things and purpoſes in the world; ſurely an infi- 
nitely wiſe God will allow a proper time and ſeaſon' for 
the beſt things and purpoles, and particularly for his 
ſolemn worſhip and ſervice, which is the molt neceſ- 
ſary and excellent purpoſe in the world. It is not e- 


nough, that we give God, from whom we have all our 
time, a ſhare of evefy day for his ſervice; no, we owe 


him alſo ſome LI days for his ſolemn and public 


worſhip: yea, it is agreeable to the dictates of the light 
of nature, and of ſound reaſon, that .one whole, day of 


_ every week ſhould be dedicated te him for that end. 


All nations through the world have had their ſeaſons _ 
and ſet times for devotion and ſacrifices. The heathens, 


who worſhipped dumb idols, had their feſtivals and holy- 


days, and particularly one day of the week, which they 
eſteemed more ſacred than the reſt. The Turks, who. 


have taken up with the moſt unreaſonable deluſions and 
impoſtures, do ſtil} retain the impreſſions of the rationa- 
lity and equity of this thing; that there ſhould be a cer- 
| tain day of the week ſet apart for the ſolemn worſhip of 


God.—ludeed the light of nature, without ſome other 
help, could not have determined men univerſally to de- 
dicate the ſeventh day of their time to God, more 
than the ſixth or eight day: but ſeeing the wiſe Creator 


of the world, and author of time, thought fit from the 
beginning, to meaſure time by days, and parcel out theſe 


days into ſuch remarkable periods, as weeks, or the re- 


volution of feven days, to be conſtantly obſerved all the 
world over; it is maſt conſonant to reaſon and equity, 
that one day of each week ſhould be holy to the Lord. 


But, belides the- light of nature, we have the light of _ 


revelation for this point; God hath expreſsly appointed, 


in his word, one day in ſeven, to be kept holy for his 


folewa workhip ; ; neither hath he left the A day 
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very thing there is a ſeaſon, and a time for every 
purpoſe under heaven. And if there be a time and ſeaſon 


allowed for every thing and purpoſe, even the mean- | 


eſt things and purpoſes in the world; ſurely an infi- 
nitely wiſe God will allow a proper time and ſeaſon' for 
the beſt things and purpoles, and particularly for his 
ſolemn worſhip and ſervice, which is the moſt neceſ-= 
fary and ar purpoſe in the world. It is not e- 
nough, that we give God, from whom we have all our 
time, a ſhare of every day for his ſervice; no, we owe 
him alſo ſome Irs days for his ſolemn and public 
worſhip: yea, it is agreeable to the dictates of the light 
of nature, and of ſound reaſon, that .one whole, day of 
every week ſhould be dedicated te him for that end. 


All nations through the world have had their ſeaſons _ x 1 


and ſet times for devotion and ſacrifices. The heathens, 
who worſhipped dumb idols, had their feſtivals and holy- 
days, and particularly one day of the week, which they 


eſteemed more ſacred than the reſt, The Turks, who Ne 
have taken up with the moſt unreaſonable deluſions and 


impoltures, do ſtill retain the impreſſions of the rationa- 
lity and equity of this thing; that there ſhould be a cer- 
_ tain day of the week ſet apart for the ſolemn worſhip of 
God.—lIndeed the light of nature, without ſome other 
help, could not have determined men univerſally to de- 


dicate the ſeventh day of their time to God, more 


than the ſixth or eight day: but ſeeing the wiſe Creator 
of the world, and author of time, thought fit from the 
beginning, to meaſure time by days, and parcel out theſe 
days into ſuch remarkable periods, as weeks, or the re- 
volution of feven days, to be conſtantly obſerved all the 
world over; it is maſt conſonant to reaſon and e uity, 
that one day of each week ſhould be holy to the Lord. 

But, beſides the light of nature, we have the light of 
revelation for this point; God hath expreſsly appointed, 
in his word, one day in ſeven, to be kept holy for his 

ſolemn worlip; ; neither hath he left the We day 
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| *% mens owt Aalen but bath choſen it for them. 124 
nov, in the New Teſtament. he points out the ſirſt day 
- of the week to be the Chriſtian Sabbath to the end of 
the world, as is made evident in the following treatiſe. 
The Jews have their Saturday Sabbath, which they 
.plory: in, and call the Qaeen of the week : the Mahome- 
xans keep the Friday, as being Mahomer's birth-day. The 
Parthians, and ſome other Pagan nations, obſerve Tueſ- 
day, and eſteem it above all the days of the week. But it 
s the diſcriminating badge of the profeſſors of Chriſtianity 
through-all the world, to celebrate the firſt day af the 
week, being Chriſt's reſurre&tion-day, and hence called 
the Lord's day. Now, though the Jews, and ſome few 
others, plead that the ſeventh day from the creation is un- 
© Aalterable by virtue of the fourth command, it is ſhewed in 
tis treatiſe, that the words of the fourth command are 
ſo framed, that they may be applied to any day of the 
| | 5 - week that God doth pleaſe to pitch upon ſor the Sab- 
; bath, whether it be ihe firſt or laſt of the. ſeven days. — 
For, when it is ſaid, Te ſeventh day irthe Sabbath of the 
Lord ih Cod, it doth not mean the, ſeventh day from 
the creation, but any ſeventh day, after ſix days labour, 
Whieb God pitches on; vpon which account it is not 
called that ſeyenth day, but the ſeventh day.— Neither 
is the ſeventh day mentioned in the firſt words of the 
command, which contain the ſubſtarice of it; for it is 
- Jaid only, Remember the Sabbath day tokeep it holy, not 
the ſeventh. day,—Nor is the ſeventh. day mentioned in 
the laſt words of the command; which contain the for- 
mal reaſon of it; for it is ſaid only, The Lor d bleſſed the 
Sabbath day, and hallowed it, not the ſeventh day. 
As to the firſt day of the week, our Chriſtian Sabbath, 
| the great Lord of our time hath ap * this day 
19; bimſelf, marked it with his ſeal, and hath put his 
name upon it, calling it, Rev. i 10. Yep | Kupiaxy the 
Lord's day; even as he calls the holy ſapper, 1 Cor. 
Xi. 20. gurvor Fupiaxor the Lord's ſupper ; becauſe the 
one Was his inſtitution as yell as the other, and ſet a- 
part for keeping up his memory, and ſhe wing forth his 
LS  Whyra(Giy" no true Chriſtian or rer of our 
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| Lord Jeſus Chriſt will be, indifferent about the keeping f 
ſlighting of the benefits of his reſurrection. O that 
' to.all religion, and a great bulwark againſt the torrent 
is ſo low in moſt places, and vice and immorality ſo 


piety, and morality do proſper moſt; and where the 


God and holineſs, to uſe their utmoſt endeavours to 


make conſcience of; ſincerely to believe its truths, 3 


great influence upon the ſecond; for, if the Chriſtian 


PRE FACE. 


of this holy day; for, as the holy obſerving of this day 
is an open and viſible owning of the Lord Jeſus (whole 
name it bears) for our Lord and Maſter; ſo the neglect 
of this day-is a plain diſowning of him, and an 'open 


men would think on this, and conſider what they do, 
when they neglect or contemn the Lord's day! 
Though the way of Sabbath-ſanRiſication be the good 
old way, appointed by God ever ſince he created man 
upon the earth; yet there is no way more hated, no 
duty more oppoſed by Satan and wicked men: which 
we need not be ſurpriſed at, ſeeing it is a ſpecial fence 


of impiety that runs in the world. And that true piety 


generally prevail. is much to be imputed to the abound» 
ing negle&t and contempt of the holy Sabbath: for 
common experience doth teſtify, that where the Lord's 
day is molt ſtrietly obſerved, there Chriſtian knowledge, 


Sabbath is diſregarded, there all theſe do decay, The 
conſideration whereof ſhould excite all the lovers of 


ſupport the credit, and maintaia the dignity of the Sab- 
bath againſt all its enemies. ; | 
This conſideration hath moved me to contribiits my 
wite«upon this excellent ſubject in the following treatiſe, 
which is partly controverſial, and partly practical; for 
copfuting the enemies of the Sabbath, and for inſtrudting 
all in the divine warrant for ſanctifying this holy day, 
and in the right manner of doing it. There are two 
eſſential things in the Chriſtian religion, which all ſhould - 


faithfully to practiſe its duties. The fir{t of theſe hatn 


truths be not firmly believed, the Ebriſtian duties will 

be ill performed: now the beſt mean for promoting 

both the Chriſtian faith, and Chriſtian e is the 

fandtification of the Lord's dax. 
| ES | * 
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. Had it not Th for the obſervation a _ Sabbath, | 


* 1 truths of Chriſtianity. had been quite razed out of 
tte minds of the moſt part: for, as the Lord's day, of 
itſelf is a bright and lively memorial of our redemption 


by Jeſus Chriſt ; fo, upon this day, we conſtantly have 


_ founded in our ears the truths of that religion which 
Chriſt and his apoſtles delivered unto the world, and the 


eKdellency of them inculcate upon us.—And as the ob- 
ſervation of the Sabbath'is a great_ preſervative to the 


- truths of Chriſlianity, ſo it is alſo to the duties thereof 


God hath fr this one duty as a hedge or fence for keep- 
ing all the reſt; for, by keeping the Sabbath conſcienti- 
cuſly, the ſoul is notably diſpoſed and put in frame for 
ſerving God ih every religious duty. The frequent recur- | 


2 ring of this day, and · the goſpel-ordinances therein diſ- 


penſed, ſerves to continue the remembrance of Chrilt and 


deavem among men, keep fin and vice under conſtant re- 
= bukes, and put atheiſm and infidelity to the bluſh Take 
Away the obſervation of the Lord's day, then the worſhip 
5 of God would be caſt off, and atheiſm, profaneneſs and 
„All diſorders, like a flood, would break in upon us. 


We may look upon the duty of Sabbath danctißcation 
to be of no leſs conſequence to the practice of Chriſtia- 
nity, than Luther reckoned the article of juſtification to 


de to the doctrine of it, when he called it articulns Han- 
. Tis ſeu cadentis ecclefiae + tor, if once we make a gape in 


this hedge of piety, ſerious godlineſs will run out at it, 


and a flood of impiety and looteneſs ruſh in upon us. It 


Was ſurely the ſenſe of this, that determined the wiſeſt 


_ of emperors, kiogs, parliaments, and church. councils 


and ſynods, to frame and publith ſo 1 many excellent laws 


and acts for the ſtrict obſervation of the Lord's day, a- 


preeable to the divine laws thereagent, ſome whereof I 
all particularly mention afterwards. It would be happy 


for churches ind nations, if theſe were put in execution, 


| and all forts of men brought to have a due regard to them. 
But, notwithſtanding of all the Jaws divine and hu- 


mad far the holy obſervation of the Lord's day, there 
are many in the age wherein we live, who. adyepture to 


5 Ms pour _— hah this OT Js Some there are who | 
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| 
FO againſt the morality. of the Sabbath, and Ales f i fl 
the ſtanding and-perpetual obligation of the fourth com- 
mand-—Others, though they own the obligation of the 
command, ſo far as to forbear ſervile work, and attend 
public worſhip ön the Sabbath, yet plead for carpal di- of 
_ verſions and recreations after public worſhip. is over. 
Many would incline. to the Papiſts way of; celebracing - 
the Sabbath, who, after maſs and even- ſong (as they call 
it) go preſently to piping and dancing, and then to the 
. ale-houſe 3 the ſame way that the Iſraelites celebrated © 
the feaſt of the golden calf, Exod. xxxii, 6. The people IM 
eat and drank, and ro/e up to play. If this profane courſe 1M 
were allowed, as of old in times of 'antichriſtian dark- © 
neſs, many mould then cell the Sabbath a delight, and 14 
be, in ſome meaſure, reconciled to it; but, when they 1 
bear that the whole Sabbath is to be ſpent in religious 1 
duties and exerciſes, they murmur, and ay as theſe in [ 
Mal. i. 13 #bat a wear ineſi i ii it? 45 7 
It would be no grievance to many, to ef that old a- 3 
bomination of the Book of Sports revived and amborilel 
among us; I mean that infamous declaration for li i 
berty ot ſports and recreation cn. the Lord's: day, pu- 
blithed by authority in the year 1633, and appointed to 
be read from the pulpits; the prelates conſenting to it, 
and perſecuting theſe miniſters who refuſed to read ir. 
0 what heinous God-provoking wickedneſs was it for 
civil and eccleſiaſtic rulers. to unite in promoting the 
profanation of the Sabbath by ſuch methods] As the hea- 
vy judgment of God followed them for ſuch avowed., 
protanation, ſo theſe in our age have reaſon to fear bis 
judgments, who continue to be of the ſame. profane di- 
poſition Oh! is it not evident that ſports and paſtimes Wo 
do unfit the mind for {piritual ſervice, and take off mens Jl 
thoughts from what is ſerious and ſolemn ? Do they not 1 
put the heart dut of frame for attending on God, and Jil 
for holding communion with him in holy duties and or- 5 
2 This is ſhewed. more fully. in The ar, 5 bo, 
freati 8. £ - "I 
Again, there are others who obſerve. this day no bets - - 


** 1 beak do: hi * * W or Fo 2 | f 


"MM ' vxEPaCE | 


mary labour, and ſpend the day in idleneſs and ſloth; 


_ which is to keep the Sabbath of an ox or aſs, not of a 
reaſonable creature. To ſanctify the Sabbath, it is not to 
keep it merely as a reſt from our common employments, 


-- keep it as an idle day, but to keep it as a holy day, a 


day ſet apart for God's glory, and for promoting our 
ſalvation. But, alas! ſuch is the ſpiritual ſloth and idle- 


. 5 neſs of many poor careleſs ſouls on this day, they labour 


as little for their ſouls on it, as they do for their bodies; 
they ſleep, loiter, lye at home, and ſeldom go to any 
worſhip at all; if they go out of doors, it is for their 


daiverſion, to take a walk, to pay a viſit, or the like, 


dut not to attend God's worſhip. Many, alas! will 
' $0 a dozen of miles to a market for a little gain, that 
will not go one mile, nor a few ſteps to the church, to 
attend the goſpel market for enriching their ſouls. If 


vi me bell that calls them to the worſhip of God, did ad- 


7 vertiſe them of a ſtage-play, or of ſome idle paſtime, 


0 perhaps they would be found there among the firſt; 


but, for ſpiritual work, they have an averſion to it. 
Moreover, there are many who go to church, and at- 


tend ordinances this day, rather to pleaſe a natural con- 


ſcience, or ſupport their reputation in the world, than 
to ſerve God, or ſave their ſouls. Or perhaps they go be- 
cauſe it is the faſhion, or the way in which they have been 
brought up: but, alas ! leaving their bearts behind them, 

they preſent their ,bodies ro God, and no more, And 
hence it is, that, in the time of the molt ſolemn worſhip, 
they have their eyes either wandering after vanity, or elſe 


mut with drowſineſs and fleep; they find no delight in 


the Sabbath, taſte no ſweetneſs in ordinances, know no- 
thing of communion with God in them; they underſtand 
not the Pſalmiſt's language, A day in God's courts is bet- 
ter than a thwuſand any where elſe. - No; this day is to 
them the longeſt and molt weariſome day of all the week; 

the religious exerciſes of ir are irkſome and burdenſome 
to them. It may be ſaid of them, as of Doeg the Edo- 
mite, 1 Sam. xxi. 7. He was that day detained before the 
Lord. They long to be releaſed from the ſervice of that 


u, and glad when it is over,—Alas! the minds of 


PREPACK. 


many are © fo ſet upon the. world, that they complain in 
their hearts of the length of this day, as thele 4 
ites of old, Amos viii. 5. When will. the nau mon be 
gone, that we may ſell corn; and: the Sabbath, that we 
may ſet forth wheat ; They count all theſe days lolt days, 
that-bring them in no worldly. gain. 'Hence-it was, 
that the heathens- (as Seneca tells us) counted the Jews 
a fooliſh people, becauſe they loſt a full ſeventh part 
of their lives, to wit, by obterving- the Sabbath. But, 
ah! it is to be lamented, that not heathens only, but 
alſo many profeſſed Chriſtians, count the Sabbath a loſt 


day: O what baſe ingratitude is this to God, for the 85 79 


invaluable privilege and bleſſing of che Sabbath to mY. 
ſouls of men! 

Laftly: There are, veides theſe W 5 end 
gies of wickedneſs in the world, perſons who do proſecute 
their lewd and profane courſes with more vigour on this 


holy day than upon any other; and ſo make this day of x 
holy rel 


the devil's W day, and conſume it whol- © 4 


ly upon their lults! O how daring an affront muſt thia 805 | 
be to a great and holy God, to make that a day to ſerre 


the devil, a day to improve in vice and debauchery, 


which the Lord hatb inſtituted to be a day for his r © 


worſhip, and for our improvement in piety and devotion !. 

It is for remedying theſe woful abuſes of the Sabbath, ' 
that 1 have written the enſuing treatiſe; apd to make 
it more generally uleful to the poor, I have ſhortened this 
fourth edition of it, by leaving out the Help for Prayer, 


fulnels of this treatiſe to ſome who have read it: G0 
means to preſerve and promote the love and eſteem of 
the Lord's day in the hearts of many !—As ſerious god- 


lineſs never did, ſo it never will thrive or flouriſh in the 
world, when or where the Lord's day is diſregarded: 


They who once begin to make little difference be - 
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which was ſubjoined to the former, and poſſibly may de 
afterwards publiſhed by itſelf, I. have heard of the uſes g: 


that God would bleſs it to many more, and make it che | : | 


Long experience confirms it, that the ſin of Sabbath» 2 -138 
breaking is a woful in-let to impiety and profaneneſs ?: 4 


e Lord's day aud oider days, will aalY ig Wl 
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- brought to make little difference dere the fonts 
name and other names, the Lord's table and other 
tables, the Lord's book and other books: Whereas a 


_ - Conſcientious regard to this holy day is a ſtrong fence 


to religion, being a mighty aw-band upon the ſoul againſt 
the commiſſion of fin, and the neglect of duty.— The 
Lord's day is an upſpeakable bleſſing to a loſt world, and 
the ſweeteſt day that ever dawned upon it; it ought to 

be the delight of our ſouls, and rejoicing of our hearts. 


Every wiſe man, that knows the value of this day, will 


have a peculiar eſteem for it above all the days of the 


week, and will reckon every minute of it precious, and: 


' deſire that none of it be miſpent. What Chriſt ſaid to 


. his. diſciples concerning the loaves and the fiſhes, he ſays - 


to us concerning his holy day, Gather up the fragments, 
& Gather up the ſpare hours and minutes of it, count 
, them as precious as the gold-ſmith doth the ſmall 
« filings of his gold, let nothing of Sabbath time be 


4 . 4 loft, improve it wholly for God and your ſouls,” 


This treatiſe I recommend chiefly to families, becauſe 
5 the duty of ſanctifying the Sabbath doth nearly concern 
all families as ſuch: for all governors of families are 


= charged, by the fourth command, to ſee that it be done 


in all their dwellings; and, by the command, they are 
made reſponſible for their children, ſervants, and for all 
that lodge within their gates, that none of them be al- 
| lowed to break the Sabbath. If any maſters of families 
be excited, by this treatiſe, to mind their proper duty, 1 
have my reward; but let the glorious e as the 

Sabbath alone have the praiſe. 
May all of us get grace to keep the Sabbath of our 
God, and chuſe the things that pleaſe him, and take 
hold of his covenant, that ſo we may be numbered a- 
mong thoſe whom he will bring to his holy mountain, 

1 make fox pers in his houſe of 1 Amen. 


1 


Some ee of the great 3 which our anceflors 
and legiſlators manifeſted to the Lord's day, and of 
the laws and act made in antient times for the ftrict 
obſervation of it, with theſe of this nation and church 

which ſtill fland in force ; being ſo many teſtimonies 


to the morality of the Sabbath, and the divine ns 
_Fution of the Lord's day. 


- Shall not ſtand bere to notice the high regard which W 
phets, and righteous men among the Jews had for the Be 


who are verſant in the holy ſcriptures ſundry of which are brought 
in in the following treatiſe, —Neither ſhall | ſtand citing the teſtimos 
nies of learned and pious divines at home or abroad; for confirm- 


the generality of readers, 


The antient Chriſtians, who lived neareſt the apoſtles time, Nill 
ſpoke of the Lord's day with the higheſt veneration and reſpect; 


ſuch as Ignatius, Juſtin Martyr Tertullian, and others; who alſo 
give an aecount of the particular religious ſervices performed by 


Chriſtians on that day. It is obſervable. that the Chriſtians then 


commonly called that day among themſelves, the firſt day of the 


week and the Lord's day, as it is denominated in the New Teſtament; 
likewiſe, they ſometimies called it the eight day, becauſe it ſucceed- 
ed the Jewiſh ſeventh day, and came to be celebrated in the room 
of it; and ſeems to be pointed at by the eight day, mentioned by 
Ezek xliii. 39. I grant, that ſome of the fathers, ſach as Juſtin 
and Tertullian, in their apologies to the heathen emperors, called 


to Heathens, who always called this day by that name, and to 
would not have known certainly what day they meant, if they 
had not called it Sunday; which name indeed was given it by the 


among themſelves, it is not proper to give it the name of Sunday 
my more. 


yr, ſpeak of this day in his epiſtle to the Magneſians? Saith be, 
Let us not Jewiſhly ſabbatize, but let us reſt ſpiritually z and, in+ 

Þ ſtead of the old Sabbath, let every lover of Chriſt celebrate the, 
4 * che beſt and moſt eminent of eo 5 in which our Life 


recorded in the Old Teſtament; the paſſages being obvious to tkeſe 80 


ing the doctrine of this treatiſe; ſeeing theſe are ſo many as would 
fill a volume by themſelves.— I ſhall only mention ſome of theſe 
of more public authority, and which uy be of greater weight with 


this day Sunday; the reaſon whereof is plain, they were ſpeaking 


heathens, becauſe of their dedicativg this day to the Sun, which 
was the chief of the Planetary gods worſhipped by them. But 
bow, when that reaſon is ceaſed, and Chriſtians ſpeak of this dax 


With what eſteem and 3 doth Tavatios, that antient mar- | 


a "RY 


OF 5... Sib 3 laws tad ah . 
\ hy nieily was this day ſet apart by the antients for the public . 
Vvotion, that very eafly the 85 bod of Illyberis ordained, 2 That if 
a any man dselling in a city (where churches are near at hand) 
- © ſhould for three « Lord's ays, keep from church, be hauls de : 
x <"0 ſuſpended from communion with the church.“ '* 
In the fourth century. the hiſtorian Euſebius tells us, that ec. 
Kantine the Great, the firſt Chriſtian empefor, iſſued” an edict, r 
= - quiring the whole Romam empire to obſerve the Lord's day in he 
| Pp mory of thoſe things which were ao; by«the: common Saviour of 
14 4 all men: and bearing, that he counted that day the beſt and chief 
* ttuly the Lord's, and a day of ſalvation; and that he or- 
dered his army to offer. up prayers to God, and required all men e- 
© very, where to app y then ſelves to religious worſhip; and that no 
© work. nor any thing ſhould be allowed to hinder their prayers and 
| devotions that da. 
WMe read alſo of many antient laws wade by kings in England, 
' prohibiting all. Kinds of ſervile work, merchandize, or traffic, on | 
©. the Lord's day, upon very ſcyere penalties; as that made by king 
Ina, about the year 688, that made by. kiog Alfred in the year | 
; 876, that made by Edward his ſon about the year 912, that made 
. - by king Edgar about the year 966, which required that the dele- 
| bration. of the Lord's day ſtwuld begin from nine o'clock... on 
S Saturday night: Alſo that law made by king Canute about the 
peat 803 6, to the ſame effect with that of Edgar's, and more par- 
+. ticularly and ſtrictly forbidding all trade, and meetings of people for 
. ſecular affairs or converſes; requiring them to abſtain from Hunting 
and every worldly employment on this da. 
IJ To che ſame purpoſe might be adduced many cannons of 2 
 Gaſtical ſynods and councils in England France, Germany. and o- 
tber nations; a great number whereof we find collected by Dr 
* - Francis White, biſhop: of Ely. in 1635 Likewiſe we find great zeal 
_ - manifeſted by a. convocatian: of the Scots clergy for the Lord's day, 
nat their meeting at Perth in the year 1483, a8. narrated, by.Arch. 
; biſhop otiſyood :, They. ordained that cycry Saturday from twelve 
” o'clock Thovld be ſet apart for preparation for the Lord's s day; and 
_  -that all the people op Saturday. evening; at the ſound of the bell, 
. | ſhould addreſs themſelves to hear prayers,. and ſhould abſala n 
_ © worldly laboors till Monday morning. a 
But I ſhall paſs from theſe more antient Jaws. * canons, . to 
55 give a brief account of ſome acts of arliament both in England and 
„ Scotland, which are now in force, for obſerving the Lord's day; 
ndnd which all magiſtrates: of burghs,. juſtices. of peace, and other 
. $3 ſhonlg” and 1 hg = if hey? were Soles” al 
Wy. 8 5 
* Englans, primo Car L Cap. 1 6 Foraſmuetr : as ; thaw. is no- + 
e acceptable to than the true and ſincere worſhip 
. to his * FRY and that the hae 3 of 
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on 47 „Lade day is'a principal part of the true ſervice of God, which 
„in very many places of this realm hath been, and now is pro- 
« faned and neglected by diſorderly ſorts of people: It is therefore 
« enacted,” That there ſhall be no meetings, aſſemblies, or con- 
« courſe of people on the Lord's day, for any ſport and 'paſtimes 
« whatſocver,” Kk. | 

© Tertio Car. I. Cap. I. 1 is eniHed, « That no carrier, carmen, 
« wainman; nor drover ef cattle, - hall travel on the Lord day. 


«-gpon pain of forfeiting twenty ſhillings: nor yy butcher ſhall 7 


be allowed to kill or ſell meat.“ &c. 
© Vigeſimo nono, Cor. II. Cap, VII. It is ade « That all the yg | 

v enatted and in force concerning the obſervation of the Lords day” 
« and repairing to the church thereon, be carcfully put in execution: 

« And that all and every perſon and perſons whatſoevet ſhall on e- 
„very Lord's day apply themſelves to the obſervation of the ſame, 
* by exerciſing themſelves thereon in the duties of piety and true re- 

v ligion” publicly and privately: And that no tradeſman, artificer, 
* workman, labourer, or other perſon whatſoever, ſhall do or exer- 
+ ciſe any worldly labour, buſineſs, or work of their ordinary cal- 


lings upon the Lord's day, or any part thereof (works of neceſſi-/ 2 


W and charity only encepted:) And that every perſon, being of 
«'t of fourteen years and upwards: offending in the premiſſes. 
8 Mall or every ſuch offence forfeit the ſam of five ſhillings: And 
„that no perſon or perſons whatever ſhall publicly cry, ſhew forth, 
» br expoſe to ſale, any ' wares, merchandiſe, fruit, berbs, goods, or 
„ chattels whatſoever, upon the Lord's day, or any part thereof, up- 
on pain that every perſon ſo offending ſhall forfeit the . goods, I 
« ſv cried, or ſhewed forth, or expoſed to ſale. 

. It is further enaQed, © That no drover, horſe courſer, waggoner, 


butcher, bigler, their, or any of their ſervants, ſhall travel or come 


„ into bis or their inn or lodging upon the Lord's day, or any part 
© thereof, pain that each and every ſuch offender ſhall forfeit 
«twenty nag for every ſach offence.. And if any other perſon 

0 oi on the Lord's 10 and ſhould then be robbed, the hundred 


* is not to be anſwerable for it; and,” whatever the perſon loſes, he 


" is barred from bringing any action for ſuch robberies. No water- 
« man is to be employed to neo: except as licenſed. for ſome ex - 
« traokdinary occaſion, No perſon is allowed to ſerve” or execute 
or enuſe to be ſerved or executed any nit, proceſs, warrant, order, 
judgment or device; except in caſes of treaſon, telony, or breach 
of the peace. The impeachment. of offenders is to be within ten 
« 9 and's third port of the 1 is ren . _ 
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Jones VI parle 1 TR is ated; «& Thit. thaw well A 
no markets on the Sabhath-daꝝ: And that ne;gaming, play- 


or wilful remaining from the pariſh kik in time pf ſermon or 


_ *- prayers, upon the Sabbath. day, be uſcd, under the pain of twenty 
|  * ſhilling Scots: And who refuſe or are unable to pay, the. ſaid 
„ pains, ſhall be put and holden in the Rocks, or ſuch other en- 

| e for public NAIR for the hoes of twontyolanr! hours,“ 


Charles Il. Parl. 2. AQ 18, lntitaled, 48 * the ducobferetion of 
the Lord's day: which act doth diſcharge All going of ſalt-pans, 


mille, or kilas, under the pain of twenty pounds Scots. to he paid 
by the heritors and poſſe ſſars thereof: And alſo all ſalmon. fiſhing, 

hiring of ſhearers, carrying of loads, keeping of markets, or uſing 
of merchandiſe upon the ſaid, day, and all other profanatian therc- 
of: under the pain of ten pounds Scots, the one balf thereof to 
- be paid by the faid ſiſher or ſtearer hired, and the other half by 


the perſons hiring. And if the offender be not able to pay the 
fad penalties, that he be enamplarily puniſhed in his body - accord- 
ing to the merit of his fault, —— This act is again ratified, Cha- 


+ gies II. Parl. 2, Seſſ. 3. Chap. a3. Likewiſe it is ratified by king 


William, Parl. 1 June 18. 1693. And alſo, that parliament made 
ſeveral new laws to the ſaid purpoſe, June '28, 1696. October 9. 
1696. January zt. 10t . And in theſe acts they ratiſy, renew, 


and revive all former laws againſt Sabbath breaking, and ſtrictly 
require and injoin ull inferior magiſtrates. to put the ſame to exact 
and punctual execution againſt all perſons without exception, with 
|  eertification, that any maęiſtrate that ſball refuſe, neglect, or delay 


to execute the ſaid laws, upon application of any miniſter; or kirk- 
ſeſſon, or any perſon in their name. informing and oſſering .ſefici- 
ent probation, ſhall be liable, toties quoties, an fine of mean 


pounds Scots by the Lords of ſeſſion,” qe. iti! 


Likewiſe our Sovereigns, upon their coming 3 — 


. fill emit proclamations for (xecuting the laws againſt Sabbath- 
breaking, and other vices: and wherein they charge all magiſtrates 
, and judges to ſuppreſs and puniſh the profanation of the Lord's day 


by gaming, ſelling of liquors and otherwiſe; and they require and 


command all 7 01 whatſoever decently and reverently to attend 
the worthip o 


God on every Lord's day, on pain of their higbeſt 


_ diſpleaſure, and with being CY”, againſt with the utmoſt rigout 
"thus a be . | hy 


7 20 8 0 2 f 
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To theſe acts of parliament and proclamations, I, might ſubjoin 
ſome acts of the General Aſſembly of the church of Scotland againſt. * 
$:bbath-breaking, and for the better obſervation. of the Lord's day. 
Many ſuch acts have they made ſince our reformation. from Pope» 
ry.: T ſhall only mention a few of them... > 
is zo. at Edinb. Auguſt 29 they made an act, intituled, Act 
anent keeping of the Lord's day in which we have theſe words: The 
General Aſſembly re-om+eng to the ſeveral pre ſbyteries the execu- 
tion of the old acts of aſſemblles againſt the breach of the Sabbath 
day,, by going of mills, ſalt pans, Etmon-fiting or any ſuch like 
r I . 

Aſſ- 1646 


4 at Flinborgh, June 18, They made an act, intitu- 
led. 4& again/t looſing of ſhips and bayks on the Lord's day which runs 
thus, * The Genel Aſſembly underſtanding how much the Lord's 
day is profaned by ſkippers and other ſea-faring men, do therefore 
diſcharge and inhibit all ſkippers and ſailors to begin any voyage on 
the Lord's day, or to looſe any ſhips, barks. or boats out of the har- 
bour or road upon that day: And who ſhall, do on the contrary 
thereof. ſhall be cenſured as profaners of the Sabbath,” © 
AF _r699. at Edinburgh, January, 30, in their Act againſt pro- 
faneneſs,” they have theſe words, The General Aſſembly recom- 
mends to the kik-fellions and pteſbyteries, the vigorous, impartial, | 
and yet prudent, exerciſe of diſcipline againſt all immorality ; eſpe- 
cially drunkenneſs, and filthinels, cufſing, ſwearing, and  profacing 


the Lord's day. which too much abound And that they apply to 
the magiſtrate for, the execution. of the good laws made againſt im- 
Eu fm wfaneneſs, And ſein it is obſerved in burghs, eſpe - 


cially thoſe of the greateſt reſort, as Edinburgh; many fit too late in 
taverns, eſpecially on the Saturqay's night. and mea of buſineſs pre- 
tend they do it for the relaxation, cf their minds; through which 
ſome negle& the'public worſhip on the Lord's day in the forenoon, 
and others attend the worſhip drowlily : Therefore the General Af. 
ſembly recommends to all miniſters where ſuch ſinful cuſtoms ate, 


to repreſent to the people, both publicly and privately, the fin and 


evil Koa, and to call them to redeem. that which they have free 


from buſineſs, and to employ it in converſe with God, about their i | 
foul's ſtate, and in preparation for, the Sabbath; which will pas 9 
more delight than all ſenſual pleaſures can do. And the Genera 


＋ 
ſembly beſcech and exhort all 4 4 of burghs to be aſſiſtant to 
miniſters in inquiring into and reforming ſuch abules.” * 


* 


io. Edinburgh, April 10. The General Aſſembly taking 1 


to their ſcrious conſide ration, the great profavation of the Lord's 
day, by multitudes of people vagueing idly upon the ſtreets of the 


city of Edinburgh, pier and ſhore of Lie th, in St Ann's yard, and the 
Queen's park, and in divers places about Edinburgh; and conſider- 


ing the profanation of the Lord's day in other places, by unneeeſ- 


 fary travelling and otherwiſe; and the General Aſſ:mbly being deep- 


ly ſenſible of the great diſhonour done to the holy God, and of the 
. 195 9 B 2 Wit goo of | 


OF 5, he 
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i Some human loi for keeping the Sabbath. 
ü open contempt of God and man, manifeſted. by ſuch beaven-daring | 
_ © profanencls, to the expoling of the nation to the heavieſt judgments; 

there fore they do, in the fear of God, earneſtly exhort all their re · 


5 verend brethren of the miniſtry, and other officers of the church. to 
contribute their utmoſt pndeayours in their ſtations, for ſuppreſſing 
| Juch' groſs profanation of the Lord's day, by a vigorous and impar- 
1 tial, yet prudent exerciſe of the diſcipline of the church, and by 


\ [i holding hand to the execution of the laudable laws of the nation a- 
8 gainſt the guilty, in ſuch way and manner 3s is allowed by law. And, 
becauſe the concurrence and affiſtance of the civil government will 
be, abſolutely neceſſary for the better em biog and, reftraining his 
crying ſin, the General Aſſembly do hereby appoint their commiſ- 
ſion to be nominated by them, to addreſs the right honourable 
the Lords of her Majeſty's privy council, that their Lordſhips may 
be plealed to give ſuch orders and take ſuch courſes for reſtrain- 
ing ſuch abuſes, as they, in their wiſdom, ſhall judge - moſt eſſec · 
- Aff. 1768, at Edinburgh, April 2 y. © Foraſmuch .as miniſters 
From divers parts of this pational church do repreſent, that there is 
a general profanation of the Lord's day by travelling thereupon, 
carrying goods, driving cattle,” and other abuſes, to the great ſean- 
dal of religion, and manifeſt breach of many good laws; therefore 
the General Aſſcmbly did, and hereby do, / appoint esch preſbytery 
within this church to nominate two or three of their number, to at- 
tend the Lords commiſſioners of juſliciary, at their firſt circuit that 
_ Falls to be in their bounds, and to repreſent to their Lordſhips the 
_ profagatioh of the Lord's Cay, by the foreſaid wicked and ſinful 
Practices: And the General Aſſembly do ſeriouſly recommend to the 
+ Lid Lors of juſticiary to take ſuch effefQual courſes, as they, in their 
 . Wiſdom, ſhall think fit, to reſtrain and puniſh the foreſaid” abuſes; 
which the Aſſembly will acknowledge as a ſingular ſervice done to 
l God and bis church. And they do, in the mean time, ipjoin all 
T1] \ tze miviſters of this church, from their pulpits, to advertiſe their 
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j | pawl among whom ſueh practices are, of the great hazard their 


immortal fouls are in by ſuch courſes,” &c,— By all which we may 

' . clearly ſee what a high eſteem our zealous and godly; anceſtors had 
ol the Lord's day, and of what great importance they judged the 
Aue obſervation of this holy day is to the intereſt of true religion 
= and godlineſs, And O what a-pity is it, that we, who ſucceed 
| | | them, ſhould come ſo far ſhort of them in zeal for GnAifying the 
| * Lord's day! O that all magiſtrates and miniſters were animated to 


me a due concern for the honour of this holy day, as in formcr 
= times! A pleaſant token woulg this be of che reviyal of decayed te- 
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20] "The. INTRODUCTION. 


By in bs infloite ROOT to fallen N | 
bas been pleaſed to give us the holy Bible, or 
| canonical ſcriptures, as a perfect rule of faith 
and manners; containing at large the great truths, du- 
ties, and concerns of the Chriſtian religion. And theſe 
we have briefly compriſed in three ſuccinct compends, 
which are owned and received by all Chriſtians, viz. the 
Apoſtle's Creed, as it is commonly called, the Lord's 
Prayer, and "the Decalogue ; the firſt being the ſum 
of our credends, . the ſecond of our petenda, and the 
third of our /acienda. 2 Þs 1 
The decalogue, or ten lde e which were 
folemoly delivered to the people of Iſrael from mount 
Sinai, do, contain the moral law; being a fixed and per- 
detual rule of rigbteouldeſs, Which God "hath given 
to be — by 4 all.mankind, in all ages and periods, | 
to the end. of the world. This | is that law Which the 
royal. Plalmiſt ſo much de fd 14 commends, aid 
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makes his chief ſubject in ſeveral pſalms, particularly 
Kix. and cxix. which delerves our ſpecial, pouch, and 


high efteem in that reſpect. 
"The moral law differs raſtly i in its nature from that 


of a poſitive law, which commands or prohibits things 


that before were indifferent, and only become good 
or evil by virtue of the command, and otherwiſe : 
ſuch was: that command to our firſt parents, concern- 


ing their not eating of the tree of knowledge; ſuch 
| | . were the ceremonial, and many of the judicial laws 
given to the Jews: theſe were binding only upon par- 


ticular perfons, and lafted but for a time. But the mo- 
ral law contained in the decalogue, is of univerſal and 
perpetual obligation to every rational creature, and can 


never be abrogated nor diſpenſed with; ſeeing i it is evident- 


3 


ly founded upon, and agreeable, to, the diftates of the 
light of nature, and the principles of ſound * na- 


turall engraven on man's heart. 
- This moral law God hath divided into two tables, 


18 Deut. v. 22; ln the firſt table, Wwe haye the firſt four 
commandments, which immediately belong unto the 
| honour of God, and inſtruct us in the duties we owe 


to him. In ihe” ſecond table, we have the laſt fix com- 
ndments, which reſpect the welfare of our neigh- 
urs, and teach us our duty towards them. 
As all God's works are very beautiful in their order, 


1 ſo are the ten commandments, which have their place 
| and rank affigned them, according to the dignity of 


duties commanded, and the beinouſneſs of the fins 
orbidden. As As for the frſt table, the order of its com- 


ME is admirable : for the firſt command determines 
the right object of our worſhip, viz. the eternal and 
only true God. The ſecond dire&s to the means of 
_ worſhip, viz. that they, be only theſe of God's inſtis 
' Wting, and not images, or means of our deviſing, 


he he third appoints. the manner of our worſhip, that it 
with awful fear and reveretice ; without blaſphem- 


_ or profaning of. his name. The fourth command- 
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is his ſolemn worſhip, viz, one day in ſever, which is 


the ſubje& of the enſuing. treatiſe, the deſipn whereof - 
js to promote the religious obſervation of the Chriſtian 
Sabbath, as the beſt-mean to revive religion when it falls 
under decay, and to maintain it in its life * power 


where it is. 


Time is a jewel of ineſtimable ak and upon the 
management of it depends the ſalvation of our immortal 
{Wh fouls for ever; and therefore it can never be enough 


valued, nor too carefully improven. Time is a golden 
dream, continually running down by us out of one eters 


| {Wootice of until it is quite paſt away from us. How ſad- 
u iy do we verify that word of Solomon, Eecl, ix. 12. 
Man knoweth not his time? 

e But, of all time, Sabbath - time is the moſt precious, 


nd ſhould be redeemed with the greateſt care, as that 
t is the time in which the holy Spirit is eſpecially at 


of men; it is the time ſet: apart by infinite wiſdom for 
be happineſs of the creature, and the glory of the 
reator:, and therefore it is the buſineſs of every one 
h- {Wo inquire, how this time is to be improven aright, Now, 
or their encouragement and aſſiſtance in this matter, I 


er, Nropoſe to inſiſt chiefly upon two heads: to evince the 


ice Morality of the Sabbath, and the divine appointment of 
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nity into another 3 and yet its worth is ſeldom taken 


upon which our ſalvation depends in a peculiar manner. 


ork,. for convincing, converting, and.edifying the ſouls . 


| rerning the morality if ths Sabbath, Ve the divine” 
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Yi wk propoſe and relobre ſeveral queſtions relative 4 


he it. 
ee QUESTION. 1. 
What 1 the proper fignification and import of the mane 
n 20 commonly in af _— us? 0 
ANS WE N 

The name SABBATH is a Hebrew word, Nenifying 
feſt, The Sabbath: being a day of holy reſt: and 
it is ſo called, becauſe God hath enjoined us to reſt 
this day from our earthly work and labour, that ue 
may folemnly call to mind his reſting from his works, 
both of creation and redemption ; publicly adore him 


therefore, ſolace our ſovls in his goodneſs, repoſe ad | 


reſt in the arms of his mercy, and meditate upon that 
eternal reſt which r remains 1s for the People of God | in the 
other world. 

This being the true import d meaning of the word 
Sabbath, we ſtill retain it, and commonly uſe it to fig 
nify the Lord's day, our Chriftian Sabbath. 
| There are ſome indeed who are offended at the re 
taining of the name Sabbath, under the New Teſtament 
times, pretending that it is properly Jewiſh; though in 
the mean time, they are fond of the words priel 
and altar, which are much more ſo. But it is ſurely: 
- miſtake to ſay, that the name Sabbath is ' Jewiſh, ot 
. Peculiar to the Jews, and fo not to be uſed by Chil 

tians: for we ſee the Lord gives it that name in the 
moral law, which is of perpetual uſe, binding Chriſtian 

as much as Jews; Remember the Sabbath day to lecp it 
holy. So it was not the Jeus, but the great God 
that gave the Sabbath its name. Nay, Chriſt our Sar 

our doth, in the New Teſtament, call his own day by th 
name of Sabbath, Matth, xxiv. 20. Pray ye that yu 
fight be not in the winter, nor on the Sabbat 
dar. Now, it is evident, that our Lord doth the 
mean the Chriſtian Sabbath, or his own day; for 
is not only ſpeaking! to ee but doncsruing ü 


J the Sabbath... * fy 
W fight of Chriſtians, which he knew was to fall out for» 
ty years after the Jewith” Sabbath was aboliſhed, and 1 
the Lord's day come into its place. Surely he would "nt 
not bid Chriſtians pray that their flight might not fall , | 

on the Jewiſh Sabbath, when he both foreſaw, and 

intended, that then they would reckon themſelves 
under no obligation to obſerve the Jewiſn Sabbath, 
nor under any reſtraint of fleeing or travelling on that 
day; (which even the Jews themſelves believed, at 
that time, they might lawfully do in time of eminent 


et hazard, as appears by the decree which they made re- 
ve lative thereto under the Haſmonians) and therefore he 
, WW muſt mean the Chriſtian Sabbath, upon which he bids 


Chriſtians pray that their flight might not happen. 


im | 

od Not that it was unlawſul for them to flee or travel 
dat on that day in time of danger, but becauſe it would be 
the a great addition to their trouble, if their flight ſhould 


happen at, ſuch a time, as to deprive them of the oppor- 


or{ 8 tuaity of God's worſhip and ordinances, | 
fig it is of no weight, what is objected by ſome, tha 


the Chriſtians, who lived in Judea among the Jews, 
could not be allowed by them to travel on their Sab- 
bath, and therefore (ſay they) Chriſt bids them pray 
that their flight might not fall upon it For, in the 

firſt place, the Jews not having 'the government then 

in their hands, they had no power of reſtrainipg or 
puniſhing of _ crimes. 240%, The time which Chriſt 
peaks of, was a time of war and confuſion, occaſion-⸗-- 
ed by the Roman armies, invading the land, when no . fi 
notice could be taken of ſuch caſes as travelling on | 
the Sabbath. 3dly, The moſt ſuperſtitious were, az JG 
that time, put to tee and travel, as well as the Qhriif- Jn 
tians; which they then thought it lawful to do, as{ we | 
told before, 4th, If Chriſt had ſpoke ſo concerning 
the | Jewiſh Sabbath, it had laid ſome foundation for 
Chrittans to fall into miſtakes concerning the obliga- 
nion of the Jewiſh Sabbath, and other ceremonies: 
which, to be ſure, our Lord would not have given 
em. And, if there had been any ſuch. occaſion gir 


” 6 | " Cnr the betty 


ven, the « Chriſtians would” certainly hive | im- 
proven it againſt the apoſtles ; which yet we do not find, 
\ Lafth, The learned Owen, Durham Brown, and other 
writers: on this ſubje&, underſtand Chriſt as {peakang i in 
mis place of the Chriſtian Sabbath. N 

But granting that the name Sabbath were indeed 

Jewiſh and improper (as ſome would have it) yet [ 
am ſure it is ſtill preferable to that of Sunday, which is 
truly heatheniſh, though commonly uſed by them in 
their liturgy, to the offence of many Chriſtians : for 
it is well known that the heathen idolaters called this 
day Sunday, becauſe of their dedicating it to the crea- 
ated Sun, which was the chief of their planetary gods 
that they ordinarily worſhipped, as may be gathered 
_ alſo from 2 Kings xxiii 5. Ezek. viii. 16. And hence, 
ſome of the antient heathens (of whom Tertullian 
ſpeaks) fancied that the ſun was the God of the Chriſ- 
tians, erate yy celebrated the firlt day: of the 
week. 
I know it is objected, that ſome of the r 
apologiſts for Chriſtianity, as Juſtin Martyr and Tertul⸗ 
lian, in their writings, call the Lord's day Sunday. But 
the reaſon of their ſo doing is plain; they were writ- 
ing to heathens, to whom the doctrines of Chriſtani- 
ty and inſtitution of the Lord's day were things new 
and ſtrange, and who would not have known what 
day they meant, if they had ſpoken of the Lord's day; 
and therefore they call it by the name they gave it, 
Sunday; far, when we treat with others, we muſt 
_ expreſs things by the names that are common and cur- 
rent among ons. unleſs we tend to be un 
to em. 

But the primitive Chriſtians d bt t ts call i 
Sunday among themſelves, but commonly the Lord“ 
day; not the Sabbath, partly to diſtinguith it from the 
| e. Sabbath, that was ſo lately aboliſhed, and part · 
ly to wean the Jewiſh converts the more. effeRually 
from Judaiſm. But the true reaſon why ome in this 
ge ſeem to be offended at the word Sabbath, as being 
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applied to the Lord's day, is, becauſe they eannot al- 
low of any thing that would infer an obligation upon them ; 
to keep ſuch a ſtrict holy reſt upon the Chriſtian Sabbath, F 
as che Jews did upon their Sabbath: but I will have 
occaſion'to ſpeak of this afterwarddss. i 
[need not ſtand long here to ſhew the different ſig Fl 
nifications of the word Sabbath among the Jews; only, | 
in a word, beſide the ſeventh day of each week, or i 
weekly Sabbath; (which is the moſt ordinary acceptation 
of the word in ſcripture) it is put alſo ſometimes to ſig- 
nify a whole week, becauſe every week had a Sabbath 1 [ 
included in it, Lev. xxiij. 15. Sever Sabbaths ſnail be 
complete, i e. weeks. The Phariſee ſaith, Luke xviii, bY 
12. 1 faſt twice a week. orig. neſteu o dis tou Sabbatou — 
Likewiſe the word Sabbath 1s ſometimes; put to. ſignify 
ſeven years, Lev xxv. 8. Thou ſhalt number unto thee 
ſeven-Sabbaths of years, i. e. (as it is there explained) 
ſeven times ſeven years. Seven years was called, a- 
mong the Jews, a Sabbath e years, becauſe their land 
reſted” from culture or huſbandry every ſeventh' year, in gh | 
anſwer to the church's reſting every ſeventh day, Hence | "1 
it is ſaid, Lev. xxv. 4. The ſeventh year ſhall be a Sab- U Wn 
bath of.re/t unto the land. Beſides this, they had their 
great ſabbatical year, or jubilee, which was every. fifti- JI 
eth year: for, according to Lev. xxy. 9. they were to- 
reckon ſeven Sabbaths of years, or ſeven times ſeven years FIG 
which is forty nine, and then to obſerve their jubilee, JR 
or ſabbatical year Lay, The other ſacred feaſts, which JIM 
the Jews kept monthly or annually. are alſo called Sab- 
baths, in regard of their reſting from labour on theſe 17 
days, as on the weekly Sabbath. Hence Lev, xxiu. 24. 
de firſt day of the ſeventh month, which was their feaſt 
| It WM of trumpets, is called a Sabbath: but the weekly Sab- 
'd's bath is commonly called in ſcripture, by way of eminen- | 
the Ney, The Sabbath, to diſtinguiſh it from all other Sabe 1 
art. I baths, and give it the preference to all the other fealls JIM 
%ͤ oo OTITIS. 
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glory, and particularly for diſplaying bis ſovereign 
certainly be an high acknowledgment of God's wniverial 
week, in one day, lay aſide their own. buſineſt, that 


Ds e a 


himſelf, he would not allow one day in a month, nay, 
himſelf, his ſervants and beaſts, even to death, in pur- 
ſuit of worldly things, without minding any thing that is 
better: wherefore-a mercifal God hath: ſtrictly com- 


Jy concerns, that thereby he might, in a manner, be 
| lad under a neceſſity to mind his ſoul and the things of 


beeaſts, as well as mens bodies, might have ſome reſt 
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i _ God hath eee it SE nignifelting of his own | 
power and authority over all bis creatures. It muſt g 
dominion and ſupremacy to have all the world, every 
they may re 5 bim in a Pe and folema 


. 2dly, He e the Sabbath for the beet of 

| bs. ercatures; and particularly in compaſſion to fallen 
for he ſaw man's heart would be ſo glewed to the 

bee?” ſo drencht in ſenſuality, that, were he leſt to 


in 4 year, for divine worſhip; but would have drudged 


manded man to reſt one day every week from all world. 


another world; and, in the mean tiqe, the poor toiled 


and eaſe, for their preſervation and ſupport, © 

But more particularly, the Sabbath is nd for 
-our ſouls eternal welfare; in regard, 

Fir, The Sabbath tends highly to our Jail ion, 
1 10 the. keeping up the lively impreſſions of the truths 
of Chriſtianity in our memories. The Sabbath recuy- 
ring every week, doth ſtill of new lay before us 2 com- 
pendious view of theſe eſſential doctrines. The crea- 
b. * the world, . 4 128 — s incarnatien 
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compleating our redemption : beſides that glorious 


God. 
0 It tends to promote fvlinefs, ſpirituality, 


1. By calling us off from temporal to ſpiritual employ- 


things out of our minds; for recalling "whereof, the 
Sabbath ſeaſonably returns, and kee and entertains 
us with divine objects. 


the converſation of the glorified ſaints, in celebrating 
that eternal Sabbath above: for, as in heaven there is 
no buying, felling, nor any worldly bulineſs, but a con- 


adoring and praifing him for ever, without any mixture 
of other affairs; ſo the Lord will have an emblem ot 
repreſentation hereof, as near'as may be, given weekly 
to his people on earth, by the Sabbath, wherein they 
mult lay afide all worldly: things, and be wholly em- 
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What i is to he waiter bind by the morality of the Sabbath, 
or ann e ee er Jpoke of? WT 
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ANSWER. 


When we call we Sabbath, or forth eb 


cepts, or a part of the moral law, i. e. the perpetual —A 
walterable ma 18 0 us by God, for regulatin our li 
uud manners: * Wan” we guy 


f 


8 * 
a. 


| ond fathifatthon, "bis death, eee "nf Oi | 


2. eternal 3g n provided for "the ? * 5 | 


and heavenly mindedneſs in us; and that two ways: 


ment. Senſual objects through the week are ready to 
alienate our affections from God, and wear ſpiritual 


2. By affording us a lively-4 te of bertel 110 


tincal ſpeaking of God, enjoying communion with him, 


ployed in the ſervice of God, and work of heaven: 
and this in order both to keep them in mind of, and 
make them meet for, that nne of te" ſaints in 


moral, we mean that it is one of God's moral pre“ 


ke twixt things that are naturally moral, and things po- 


* t is perpetually binding as well as that which is moral 


80 | Concerning the moraliſ 
11 from the ceremonial law, which was binding for 
time. only, and abrogated by Chriſt's coming. The 
ſourth commandment, enjoining the obſervation of the 
Sabbath, is not ceremonial, but moral; that is, it is not 
temporary, but of ſtanding and perpetual obligation, and 
hay diode #1) ep, ;in- all ages to the end of the 
world. 4 . 

But, that we may have. 3 more diſtin ende 
of the morality of the Sabbath, we muſt diſtinguiſh be- 


ſitively moral — Moral natural is, When the thing re- 
quired is ſo founded upon, and authorized by the lay 
of nature and right reaſon, that it is fit and neceſſary to 
be done, thou — there had been no expreſs command for 
it; ſuch as worſhipping-God, obeying parents, #bſtain- 
ing from murder, &. Moral poſitive is ſomething en- 
joined us, which, though it be agreeable to the law of 
nature, yet carries not ſuch a natural evidence in it, as 
to oblige us, without a divine revelation, and expreſs 
command ; but, being once revealed and-commanded, 


natural. Now., the fourth command is commonly cal- 
led moral poſitive, though, indeed, there are ſeveral 
things in it, Which axe of natural equity, and authorized 
by the law of nature and ſound reaſon; ſuch as, 

' 'Iff, That there be a due part of our time ſtated and 
conſecrated for the ſolemn worſhip and ſervice of God, 
and particularly in public aſſemblies. + 

2443, That this ſtated time or day would be univer- 
fal, and the ſame through all, that one man's buſineſs 
interfere not with another's devotiona. 5 

34h, That this day ſhould recur in a Aue "NE: 
that it neither be ſo rare, as to hinder our ſouls good, 
or indiſpoſe us for the duties of it; nor ſo frequent, 25 
do deprive- us of opportunity for our neceſſory ſecular 
employments. 
d. That the boly duties of this day be not marred 
or interrupted by worldly employments or diverſions; 
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cod and Meine . Theſe four Gag included in 
the fourth commandment, I I reckon to be a natural e- 
quity, or moral natural. M 3 1 
There are other things in it, which are of poſi 
tive inſticution, 4. e. binding only by à poſitive law, 
and expreſs revelation. Of thele again there is ſomes. 
thing. J 
1. That is 1 . nar . e. of perpetual and. 
unalterable obligation, viz. That the foreſaid tated 
time for God's folemn worſhip, ſhould be the ſeventh 
part of our time, or one day in ſeven. This, by God's 
law, is become. perpetually moral and unalterable : but, 
if God had not revealed it to us, the law, or light ty 
nature, could not have determined us to it, nor rendered 
any ſolid reaſon why the ſeventh, rather than the fifth; 
bxth, or eight part of our time, ſhould have been ſo 
conſecrated to God: but 'the Author of nature, who 
beſt knows what proportion of time ſuits beſt both 


$ 

io mens bodies and ſpirits, and how oft it ſhould recur, 
so as to anſwer belt the exigencies both of our preſent 
ui {Wand future life, hath wiſely determined it to be a ſe- 


vent part or one day in ſexen: and can any man ſay, 
but it is a moſt rational and fair determination? Had 
he dealt with us ſtrictly, he might bave taken the fix 
days, and left us but one: but ſince he hath taken but 
one, and allowed us ſix, we ought to acknowledge that 
the Lord hath dealt graciouſly and liberally with us. 
Nay, bad it been referred to ourſelves, could we have 
given leſs time than this to God, from whom we have 
our time, nay, our very beiog, and all the good 
things we enjoy? 


he obſervation of the laſt day of the ſeven for the 
abbath. This indeed was enjoined at firſt, though not 
lireQly and principally, as any wiſe eſſential to the com- 
nand for the Sabbath, but only in à ſecondary way, as 

| circumſtance of the command, which was to be 
tered 5 God pleated. * It n not to the 


. 


But, 240, There is in e fourth commuter 
ſomething that is poſitive ceremonial, or mutable, viz; 


dap it ſhall be appointed on — Take the fix days for 


\ ſeventh in number; not the ſeventh day after the crez 


the Sabbath day, not the ſeventh day. So that it is 


12 Concerning the morality 
ſubſtance of this command, or the great deſign of the 
law, in what end of the week the Sabbath ſhould be, 
whether the. firſt or laſt of the ſeven days. ſhould be 
conſecrate for it; ſince the ſcope of the fourth com- 
mand is only to bind us to conſecrate the ſeventh part 
of our time or one day in ſeven, to the Lord: this 
is the morality of the command, and what is of ſacred 
and perpetual obligation in it. For, obſerve how the 
command runs, Remember the Sabbath day to keep it 
boly Six days ſhalt thou labour, and do all thy work; 
| but the ſeventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord. He 
ſaith not, remember the ſeventh day to. keep it holy, 
but, remember the Sabbath day, or holy reft, whatever 


your labour, and let God have a ſeventh every week for 
his ſolemn worſhip; this is the deſign of the law: for, 
when it is ſaid, The ſeventh js the Sabbath of the Lord, 
it is not preciſely meant of the ſeventh in order, but the 


tion, but the day following the ſix days allowed man to 
labour; that day is the Lord's, whatever day in ths 
week it fall on. And, though it be told in the end, that 
God reſted the ſeventh day, which indeed ſeems 0 be 
mme ſeventh from the creation; yet it is ſaid, He 3/e/zq 


plain, that, both in the beginning and end of the com- 
mand, the Lord puts a remarkable difference betwixt 
the Sabbath or day of holy reſt, and the ſeventh day of 
the week, the day of his own reſt; implying, that the 
ſcope of the command is to bind us to ſanctify one day 
In ſeren, whatever ſeventh the Lord pleaſes to chuſe, 
whether it be the firſt or laſt day of the week: and thi 
the, obſervation of the ſeventh day from the creation 
is to be diſtinguiſhed from the ſtanding law; of the Sal 
bath. For Remember tha Sabbath = toikeep it holy 
is the fourth command, and would have bound us, tho 
it had ſtopt there, and ſaid no more. Though yet 
grant, that the obſervation. of the ſeventh or laſt da 
pf che voak ſor the e, is fo. * by t 


ns 22 


fourth" command, that none could have altered it from 


that day 
Thus 


; | moral, and of uoalterable obligation; and how it per- 


petually 
tify one 
Lord. 


authority, from the laſt to the firſt day of the week, 
(of which aftefwards) the ſubſtance, ſcope, or mora- 
lity of the fourth command is nowiſe infringed ; and 
it ſtil} retains its authority and obligatory force as much 


week as much as it did the Jews to ſanctify the laſt: 
even as a law, commanding the keeping of an anniver- 
fary day for the ſovereign's birth, doth equally apply it- 
felt to the birth-day of each ſucceeding prince, | 


How may the morality'of the Sabbath, or the perpetual 
obligation of the fourth command, be demonſirated a» 
gainſt theſe who deny it? ?? 10 


There are many reaſons which prove, that the fourth = 
command is moral binding us by a ſacred and perpetual 
law to keep holy one day in. ſeven to the end of the 


world; 


I. 1f the law for the Sabbath was given to man, 
and binding upon him in a ſtate of innocency before 
there was any ceremony or type of Chriſt inſtituted ; 
(for then man did not need a Redeemer, nor any rite 
or type relative to him) then conſequently this com- 
mand was not ceremonial, nor aboliſhed by Chriſt's 
coming, but is of moral and perpetual obligation: but 
the former is true; and therefore the latter. The con- 
dy u ſequence of che ſirſt propoſition is certain, from the rea- 


ih Sabbath.” 13 


to another, but he that is Lord of the Sab- 


you ſee in what ſenſe the fourth command is 4 


binds all Chriſtians as well as Jews, to ſane- 
day in ſeven for a weekly Sabbath unto the 
And now the day being changed, by divine 


binding Chriſtians to ſanctify the firſt day of the 


QUESTION iv. 


ſuch as, 


* 


\ 


2 i | 14 5 Dante's Sy 3 
ſons mentioned; and alſo from this, that the Sab- 
bath was appointed to Adam upon 2 moral ground, 


ſelf to devotion, and the ſolemn worſhip of his Maker: 
whereſore God faw it fit he ſhould have a day ſet 


| - dom for it. Now, if Adam needed a Sabbath, for the 


__ 


; ning of the world, did ſanRify and let apart one day 
1 reſt, a day ſolemaly conſecrated to his worſhip 


have God's example, of reſting this day from all his 
$ re ſer | 


of God, without any diverſion from worldly things: 
Tor Adam, i in his beſt eſtate, being but a finite creature, 


of dreſſing the garden would, in ſome meaſure, have 


: way to anſwer this argument;- but by denying ſuch an 
early. inſtitution of the Sabbath, and aſſerting, that it 


- monies were inſtituted. But the mo is evident from 
_ ſeveral texts, 


man's fall, or any word of it. that God bleed the ſe 
© venth day, and ſanctißed it, becauſe that in it he bad 
- reſted from all his work. Now the ſcripture notion of 


which / obliges all his poſterity, viz. that he might 
have freedom and opportunity for the ſolemn worſhip 


could not be intenſely taken up with ſpiritual and tem- 
poral things both at once; his ordinary employment 
diverted his mind, that be could not wholly give him- 


apart, wherein he might have an uninterrupted - free- 


grounds above mentioned; much more do we need one, 
who are not only finite creatures, but corrupt alſo; and 
have ſo little grace and ſtrength for ſpiritual employ- 
ment, and ſo many corruptions, temptations, and allure- 
ments to draw our hearts from God * the week, 
2 he had not. | 
- Philip Limborch, and other Anti-ſabbatariang, have no 


was not appointed till Moſes his time, when the cere- 


. , From Gen. ii. 3. where we are told, before 


ſanctifying any thing, is to ſeparate and ſet it apart 
common to ſacred uſes and purpoſes. And ſo 

It is plain from this text, that God, from the begin- 
in ſeven, to be obſerved. by all mankind, as a day of 


and ſervice and to lay 4 tie on us to obſerve it, we 


0 * 9 nd Teeing God from the 


2 


Lid. In proceſs of time, they brought offerings, a 


Lord, That God's reſt on this day was exemplary to 


Power to have made the world in one day as in fix, He 


. Sabbath, Wei 18 
epioning! .of the worls had a church in it, . would 
ertainly join together in performing public. wqyſhip 
and ſervice to him; they behoved to have ſet times for 
t, and conſequently a Sabbath: And what day fo ſit 
for that purpoſe, as the day which God hath ſanctified 
tor ſacred reſt? That this was the antient practice, may 1 
be inferred from Gen. iv. 3, 4. where we read of Cain 
and Abel their bringing offerings to the Lord, which 0 
was an inſtance of public worſhip. And, ver. 3. it is 


ow, theſe words, In proceſi of time, may be as well 
endered from the Hebrew, At the end of days, and fo - 
tis in the margin of Bibles. Now, by the end of days, 
nult be meant the period of working days, which we 
all a week; and ſo it was on the ſeventh day, when 
ſolemn worſhip was (according to divine inſtitution) to 
be performed, that men brought their offerings to the 


all mankind, appears from his taking fix ſeveral days to 
xerform-his works of creation, and the diſtin record- 
ng of each day's work, and his reſting upon the ſeventh _ 
lay. Certainly it had been as eaſy for an almighty 


hat ſaid, Let. there be light, let there be a firmament, 
and it was ſo, might, if he had pleaſed, as ſoon have 
ad, let there be a world, and it had been ſo. And why 
iid he not? Surely for our inſtruction and imitation, 
bat we in like manner ſhould ſanctify every ſeventh dag 
ff our time after ſix days labour. And this is given as JM 
he reaſon of the fourth command, Remember the Sab=. ii 
bath day, to keep it holy, Vor in fix days Ged made 
heaven and earth, cGc. 
The Anti-ſabbatarians are much gravelled with the 
orecited text, Gen. ii. 3, And, to evite the force of it, 
ontrary to all reaſon, they would aledge, that the bleſ- 
ing and ſanctifying of the ſeventh day did not commence 
vwediately from the creation, but only in the days of 
Moſes, when the command was given for the Sab- 
1 Exod, xx. and that Moſes only. relates this 
e 


16 Concerning the morality ' 
in Gen. it, by way. of anticipation, But this. opi- 
nion is contrary both to the text and context; for it 
is evſtlent to every man that ſeriouſly reads them, that 
Mofes relates the ſanctifſication of the Sabbath, as a 
ting done by the Lord immediately on the back of 
the creation, and nowiſe as a thing done or to be done 
by him two thouſand years thereafter: for, as ſoon ag 
8 had ſaid, that God erded his work, and reſted on 
the ſeventh day, he adds immediately in words of the 
fame tenſe, That Cd bleſſed the Sabbath dey, and ſandi- 
fed it. And if we compare this place with Exod. xx. 
11. For in fis days the Lord made heaven and earth, the 
fea, and all that in them is, and reſted the ſeventh day; 
| * the Lord bleſſed the Sabbath day, and hallowed 
It is manifeſt, that there he brings in God's bleſ- 
og and ſanctifying of the Sabbath, not as an action 
then firſt done, but as that which God hath done long 

before, upon the creation of the world. 

_ ._2dly, That this was done from the beginning, is fur- 
ther confirmed from Exod. xvi. 16, 22, 23. from 
whence commentators juſtly obſerve, that the ſanctif- 
cation of the Sabbath was a thing notour to the Iſrael- 
ites, before it was enjoined them by Moſes; | other: 
| wiſe there would be a ſtrange abruptneſs in the intro- 
| ducing of that matter. For, before ever there was any 
mention of the Sabbath, we find, ver. 22. that the I- 
' . Taelites, of their own accord, gathered two days pro- 
viſion of manna on the ſixth day of the week, reckon- 
ing that the gathering of manna was a ſervile work, 
not proper on the Sabbath. But the rulers. taking no- 
uce of this practice, as done, not only without, but 
in appearance, contrary to the orders given them, they 
bring the matter to Moles, that they might know his 
thoughts of it. Whence it appears, that the rulers 
doubted if the people had done right, ſeeing Moſes 
had commanded, that every man ſhould- gather it ac. 
erding to his eating, and lay up none till the next day, 
ver I6, 19. and ſo they might apprehend, that, by 
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virtue of this order they might lawfully gaamer it on; 


to ee Hs. 


Tthe Sabbath alſo.” But, not beiog able to recortlle che 
ſeeming claſhing of theſe two commands, of gathering | 
manna every day, and reſting on the ſeventh day, they 
come to Moſes, in a ſolemn manner, for direction in 
this ſtraitening cafe. Accordingly, ver. 23. Moſes gives 
W them. a reſolution, and approves what the people had 
done, as agreeable to God's antient law concerning the 
Sabbath, Gen. ii. which now was to be renewed and 
confirmed.” To-morrow is Ihe reſt of the holy Sabbath 
Iunto the Lord. He ſaith not To-morrow ſhall be the 
reſt; but, To morrow is the reſt; ſpeaking of it as a 
thing well known to them. Now, if Moſes had given 
Item any previous direction about the keeping of the 
Sabbath, apd gathering a double proviſion of manna, 
what was the need of all the rulers coming ſo ſolemnly 
to Moſes about this caſe? For, it is ſaid, ver. 22, 
That all the rulers of the congregation came and told 
Moſes. From all which it is clear, that the law fer 


— 


'* Wkhe Sabbath was extant, and the obſervation of it in uſe, 

m before either the promulgation of the moral law at 
iy mount Sinai, or the giving of the ceremonial. law, which 
|- Nis ſometime afterwards. | 


3dly, The firſt words of the fourth command, Re. 
ember 10 keep holy the Sabbath day, plainly infinuate 
| de renovation of an old command, and not the enadt- 
I. eg of a new one. It is highly probable, that the ob- 
0. ervation of this antient law had been greatly neglect- 
n- ed for many years before, while the Iſraelites were in 
ik, Npondage in Egypt, and obliged to fore labour every day 
no- Wy their taſk-maſters, and ſo not ſuffered to keep the 
Sabbath as before, Hereby no doubt the impreſſions _ 


hey Af the duty of keeping it, might be much worn off the 
his Wninds of mady ; though the memory of the Sabbath was 
1 ot quite loſt, as appears from the peoples gathering 
oles 


louble manna on the ſixth day of the week without 
lirection. But, that they might guard againſt neglect- 

ap or forgetting the law for the Sabbath in time com- 
ng, the Lord renews the command with a ſolemn Me. Jy” 
nente, Remember to keep holy the 3 * i 


, ; 
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| athly, Though Moſes makes got expreſs mention of the 
patriarchs obſerving of the Sabbath, it is no wonder; 
in regard he writes the hiſtory of ſome thouſands of 
years after the creation, in very ſmall bounds ; where. 
in many things relating tv the church in that period 
mull. certainly be omitted: for the account which Mo- 


ſes gives of thoſe early times is only deſigned for u 
introduction to his hiſtory of the deliverance, erectia Wi 
and. polity of the nation of the Jews, God's peculiar i 
people, and the only viſible church he then had upon Wi 
the earth. Nevertheleſs, we have no reaſon to call in 
1 the patriarchs obſervation of the Sabbath fron 


e beginning of the world ; but good ground to be- 


lieve they did it, if we conſider the eminent piety of i 
ſome of them together with their long lives, by reaſon 
wbereof it was very eaſy to hand down the inſtitution 
of the Sabbath, with others of God's revelations, fron 
Adam to Abraham's days, For Adam's life reached u 
Methuſalem's time; Methuſalem's life reached ti 


Shem's time; and Shem's life reached to Abraham, | 
And, being religious men, they would not fail to teach 
and eee God's ſtatutes to one another. And 


for Abraham, the father of the faithful, we read expreſ: 


ly of his commanding his children to keep thele ſtatutes, : 


Gen. xviii. 19 and, without doubt, he enjoined the 
keeping of the Sabbath among the reſt, And though vil 
be not mentioned in ſo many words, that is no argument 
- againſt the thing; for we read not of the church's ob- 


ſerving the Sabbath all the time of the Judges, which 


was near five hundred years ; yet there is no ground to 


| queſtion but they kept it all that time, 

Several thipgs might be added, which make it bighl 
. Probable, that the inſtitution of the Sabbath was hand 
ed down by tradition from Adam to his poſterity, 
through all the world, What reaſon elſe can be gives 


of Noah's obſerving the revolution of ſeven days: while 
in the ark? Gen. viii. 10 12. where we ſee him one 


and again waiting the fall of the waters by ſevens. fe 
: Mill, did let the ſeventh day or Sabbath v4 over, be 


| F the Sabbath, © 19 
ore he ſent out the next meſſenger; wiſely: reckoning;. 
that upon his ſuitable obſervation df the Lord's Sab - 
bath, be might look for the more agreeable news to 
be brought him, What reaſon elfe can be given for 
the heathens dividing of their time into weeks, and 
their weeks into ſeven days, and their conſtant holding 
the ſeptenary number as ſacred? Lea, as Clement A- 
lexandrinus tells us, the ſeventh day of the week was 
Rill held ſacred by the Greeks, All this certainly was 
conveyed to them, by tra dition, from Adam and Noah, 
heit forefathers; and not learned, to be ſure, from the 
ews, againſt whoſe. cultom and religion they had ſuch, 
Footed prejudices. ' es | | 


II. A ſecond argument, for the morality of the fourth 
tommand, may be drawn. from the ſituation of it. We 
ad this command placed in the midſt of the decalogue, 
or theſe moral precepts which God hath delivered to the 
world, as a perpetual rule of their lives. And is it any 
ray probable, that God would place a ceremonial law, or 
temporary precept, in the very midſt of them? As it is 
ertain that the moral precepts have the preference to, 
the ceremonial in many things; ſo it is as ſure that the 
fourth command, of the ſacred obſervation of one day in 
teven, hath an equal ſhare with the other nine, in all the 
dignity and privileges of the moral law. For, 

In the 1/ place, This fourth command, as well as. 
de reſt, was ſpoke immediately by the voice of God, in. 
he hearing of all the people; whereas the other laws, MM 

ran e judicial, were only given unto Moſes, and UB 
him declared unto the people. 5 1 

2dly, This command, as well as the reſt of the de- 
logue, was written by the finger of God; nay, twice 
vette. by him in tables of ſtone : whereby the Lord! 
htended to teach us its fixed continuance and laſt- 
bg obligation; and that by his Spirit he would have 
is law writ in the fleſhly tables of his peoples hearts, 
ſever to be obliterated, But this was not done 
uh the ceremonial laws, which were only delivered 


1 


/ 
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_ Gene the morality - . 
verbally to Moſes," and written by bim from God's 
mouth. 


34ly, This commund was put and . with the 

reſt of the moral Jaw'in the ark; whereas: the law of 
ceremonial. ordinances was placed i in a book without on 
the fide of the ark, and which might be ſeparated from 
the ark, The moral precepts were laid * within the 
ark of the covenant, as a ſign of their excellency and 
perpetuity, and of their being inſeparable from Chriſt, 
and his covenant (of whom the ark was a famous type) 
therefore faith Chriſt, ' Plal. xl. 8. 7% law is within 
my heart : But the ceremonial precepts being without 
the ark of the covenant, was a token they were ſepa- 
Table from it, and to be aboliſhed by Jeſus Chriſt, when 
the appointed time ſhould come. And, if the law of 
the Sabbath had been of this nature, to be ſure it had 
been placed on the fide of the ark, with the other ce- 
remonial laws, and not lodged within it together with | 
the moral precepts, which were perpetual. and unaltzr- 
able. Moreover, if ſituation in the decalogue among 
the moral precepts, which were laid up in the ark, be a 
good argument for the morality, of the ſecond command, 
againit the Papilts, as it is improven againſt. them by 
Proteſtant divines, there can be no reaſon why the ſame 
argument ſhoule not be full as concluding for the fourth 
command againſt the Anti-ſabbatarians. 5 
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| nm. A third argument, for the morality of the fourth 

command, may be this: the reaſons and grounds of 

this command are; in their nature, moral and perpe- 
tual, and as forcible upon Chriltians as Jews; conle- 
- quently the command inſelf muſt be moral allo. 

+, , The reaſons included in the fourth. command are 
various: 1½, One reaſon,” enforcing the ſanctiſication 

of the Sabbath, is taken from the propriety of the day, 
The Jeventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God, it 
is the Lord's day, and the holy of the Lord, Iſa. lviii. 14+ 
the day which the Lord hath xeſerved for himſelf, and 
* 1 and . muſt be . ed 10 
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of the Sabbath: 93 8 
8 no man may encroach upon this conſcerated time, Mt 
5 vithout the guilt of ſacrilege. And doth not this reaſon 
dus as much as the Jews? Have we any power to a- Jil 
WY cnate from God, what is bis property, more w_ they 
had ? | 
2dly, Another reaſon is taken from the equity and 
ationality of this precept. God is good and liberal to i 
is, in giving us ſix days for our works: where fore it V 
highly reaſonable and juſt that we ſhould give hm {8 
dne day for his worſhip. It aggravated David's ſin, [8 
hat he took the poor man's darling ewe lamb; when he 
ad a whole flock of his own: as it did our firſt pa- 
ents fault in pulling the fruit of one tree that God had 
eſerved, when he gave them all the reſt of the trees at 
heir will; ſo it heightens our crime, if we rob God' of 
is one day, when, he gives. us no leſs than fix to our- 
lves—Moreover, it is highly reaſonable and fit, when 
ur dying bodies have fix days for their neceſſities: and 
ccafions, that our immortal ſouls ſhould have one for 
irs. Now, doth not the equity and juſtice & this 
ommand affect and oblige us as much as it doth the 
ews ? bo 
zdly, A third reaſon i is taken from the beide 1 
f this law, viz, that our bodies and cattle ſhould 9} 
ave a day allowed them for reſt; charity faith, that: 
bey ſhould have ſome eaſe and relaxation from fore la- 
jour, and not be wearied out with continual toil: and 
; not this as needful nOW, as it was of old among the. 
ews? | 
pi 4%, Another ala is drawn from God 8 e ? 
ile» Which is a rule to us: For in fix. days the Lord made: 
eaven and earth, the ſea, and all that in them is, and 
fled the ſeventh day, Here we have a twofold ex, 
ple, both of God's reſting and working; ; and they 
e both ſet before us for our imitation. As God em- 
oyed fix days in the works of creation ; ſo we are to 
uke uſe of ſix days in the works of our lawſol calling; 
ad as he .cealed from his works, and reſted on the 
ſenth day; ; ſo we are bound to imitate him in 


. 
22 — 


that reſpect by quitting our weekly labours; and ſand, 
fying of the Sabbath day. Now, can there any reaſot 


God's example, in reſting one day after ſix days labour, 


was of old? And do not we need his bleſſing as much 4 
as the Jews? 4 
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marks of honour and reſpect that God puts on this con- 
mand. It is not only engraven in tables of ſtone by 
the immediate finger of God, as all the reſt; but i l 
0 e above them in ſeveral reſpects. 
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of both tables much depends on the keeping of this one 


them all Hence it was, when the Uraelites broke the 


Exod. xvi. 28. How long refuſe ye to keep my command- 
ments and my lauf? Why ſo? Becauſe he that makes 
Ho cohlcience of keeping the Sabbath, will not, mock ſlick 
| to break any of the reſt. 


0 me reſt have not: God uſhers it. in with a Remember 


' Concerning the morality 


be given, why we are not as much bound to folloy 


as the Jews were * 4 

"A f/th is taken from the bleſt advantage of it; it i; 
a bleſt day to them that keep it. And is not God 3 
able and willing to bleſs the Sabbath 'to us now, as he 


Now, if theſe argiitments be moral, perpetual, and o- F 
bligatory to us, as much as to the Jews; the cotnmand Wi 
that 1 is enforced by them muſt de ſo kkewife, | 


i. A fourth argument may be taken from the ſpeci 


i, It is placed in the firſt table of the ow and 
thereby preferable to thoſe of the ſecond table. 

2dly, It is ſituated in the midſt of the decalogue, is 
the cloſe of the firit table, and before the front of the 
ſecond table; thereby teaching us, that the obſervation 


command. God hath placed it in the heart of the ten 
commands, becauſe the keeping of it gives life to the 
keeping of all the reſt. The ſanctification of the Sab- 
bath is an epitome of all religion; it virtually inclades 
all the commands, and ſtrongly engages men to keep 


fourth commandment, by gathering of manna, that the 
Lord charyes them with breaking all the commands, 


Mm III po +» — y - 2 4 — 3 2 


30), It hath a ſolemn memento prefixed to it, w which 


oi 


of the Sabbath. 5 23 | 


dich is yery emphatic, and is, as ik he: had ſaid, 

ep this command always in your minds forget what 
Lou will, forget not this. God ſpeaks as a malter, that 
ath fome ſpecial affair, among many others, to re- 
Wommend to his ſervant; among all other injunctions, 
he bids him, particularly, remember ſuch an affair; 
thereby ſhawing a e concern for it, more than the 
. 

4thly, It is delivered bark rolttively and neguively? 
n the reſt of the commands are delivered only one 
of the ways; but this is both ways. It is not only 
ſaid poſitively, Remember the Sabbath to keep it holy ; 
but alſo negatively, in it thou ſhalt ds no manner 4 
rf Wet >: 

5 hy, The Lord preſſeth obedience to this £0ute 
mand, with more reaſons and arguments than any of 
he reſt which were enumerated before.” And this he 
doth, becauſe he knew the conſcientious obſerving 
of this command would engage us to make conſcience 
df all the reſt, and, becauſe he foreſaw wicked men 
vould attack it, and reaſon againſt it more than any 
pf the reſt, Now, is it probable, that God would fhew | 
ſuch a concern for a ceremonial law, that he would 
place it in the middle of the moral precepts, and preſs 
it with more reaſons and Argumenth than 1 of 
them? | 

6thly, He maker the keeping of this command, and 
ſanckifying of the Sabbath, one ſpecial end of man's 
reation; becauſe therein God is highly glorified. The 
Jewiſh Talmud propounds the queſtion, #hy God made 


„ 


man on the evening before the Sabbath? and gives this ; 


dne reaſon, that man might forthwith enter upon the 
obſervation of the command to keep the Sabbath, and 
begin his life with the worſhip of God, which was 
the chief end why it was given him, as if the keeping 
the Sabbath were the great end of his creation. And, 
indeed, there is ſolid reaſon for this aſſertion, if we 
aſider, that as the end of the Sabbath day is to com- 
memorate God's glorious works, and celebrate bis 


00 ee the ao” | 
praiſes for the ſame ; ſo the chief end and deſign of 
man, whom God made on the ſixth day as his laſt and 
moſt conſummate work of all, was, that he might be the 
tongue of the whole creation, to trumpet forth his praiſe, 
for all the reſt of his works. And accordingly, juſt ot 
the back of his creation, he entered upon the keeping 
of a Sabbath, for that very end. So it may well be aid, 
that God made man chiefly for this end, to keep the 
Sabbath day, _ 

7thly, The Lord, entails many ſpecial bleſſings upon 
we keeping of this command. and denounces many 
fad threatenings againſt the breaking of it. Read the 
36th chapter of Iſaiah throughout, where the Lord Wi 
not only pronounceth him bleſſed that keeps the Sab. 
bath, but promiſes to give him a place and a name bet- 
ter than of ſon, and daughters, to fill his heart with 
ſpiritual joy, to give him a ſpirit of prayer, and to hear 
his prayer: God will both give bim ability to ſerve 
bim, and then accept and reward his ſervice when it 
is done. Alſo read Iſa. lviii. 14. Jer. xvii. 24. where 
| bleſſings, both ſpiritual and temporal, peace, wealth, 
plenty and proſperity, are promiſed to fuch as keep the iP 
Sabbath. On the other hand, how terrible are the Wit 
plagues he threatens againſt a land or people for breaks 
ing this command? Read Jer, Xvi. 2. Ezek. XI. 
1s to 26. | 

' 8:bly, He hath "EEK puniſhed ſinners for the 
breach of this command, as if it were the ſum of tis 
whole ſervice. He cauſed a man to be put to a cruel 
death for gathering flicks' on the Sabbath, Numb. xv. 
The, offence might be thought ſmall, but God looks 
85 00 on the contempt of the Sabbath, as an affront to the 

Creator who inſtituted it, and to whoſe honour it wat 
dedicated, and an incurſion upon the whole law, about 
which God appointed the Sabbath for a hedge. It wat 

the lighting of the Lord's Sabbaths that cauſed Jeruſ# 
lem to be burnt with fire, Jer. xvii. ult. Many inſtances 
of judgments againſt 'Sabbath-breakers _— alſo be 

[nn from human Os. | 
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Gs of the Sabbath 2 = 
v. 4 Gfth dopant 109 be tan from the . 
elical prophet, pronouncing a bleſſing on thoſe . that 


Would keep the Sabbath, even in evangelical times, Ia. 


; vi. 1, 2. Thus ſaith the Lord, "Keep ye judgment, and 
„ juice; for my ſalvation is near to come, and my 
WW io 4:con/neſs to be revealed, Bleſſed is the man that 


abbath: Yea, ver. 6. he puts the keeping of the Sab- 
Nach, in a manner, for the whole duties of the covenant. 
That this evangelical prophet is fpeaking there of the 
New Teſtament times, there is no ground left to doubt; 


zunuch ſhould be joined to the Lord, and when there 
mould be no diſtinction of perſons, Jews or Gentiles, 


ances: and yet, in theſe times, there are many bleſ- 
ings promiſed to them that ſhonld keep the Sabbath; 


; indiog auty. | 


0 deſtroy or abrogate any part of the moral lau. but 
o fulfil it, (ſeverely threatening thoſe who would ſeek 


ereof, he bids Chrigians pray that their fight might 


me, about forty years after that all ceremonies were 


wa Weved before; and yet we fee Chrift plainly enough 
jomologates the morality and perpetual obligation of 


or he {till ſuppoſes” that a Sabbath would be in Fa 


ies of the Old Teſtament. We find Iſaiah, that 'evan- : 


% %%. that krepeth the Sabbath from polluting = 
. That is a plain prophecy of Chriſt; yet, in his 
mes he declares them bleſſed who ſhould keep the 


or he is ſpeaking of the time when the ſtranger and | 
ut both ſhould be alike welcome to God and his ordi- 
hich demonſtrates it to be a meet” and repeal 
VI, Chriſt himſelf Mlaioly 4 us, That he came a OE. 
o invalidate the obligation of the leaſt of theſe. com- 


nands, Matth. v. 17, 18, 19. and in confirmation 


101 Mg on the Sabbath day Matth. xxiv. 10 Now, the 
light he there ſpeaks of, was to happen'in Veſpaſian' s 


boliſhed, together with the Jewiſh” Sabbath, as 1 


de Jaw for the Sabbath, under the New Teſtament; 


bg and. in force, after all the ceremonies were 
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* | dbolifiied; and therefore he warns his diſciples; and i in 
' - them all Chriſtians to 'the end of the world, to make 


- ſerved: ſeeing it is no ſmall aggravation of our dil. 
treſs, to be forced to flee and travel on God's holy day, 


. ordinances of his een, __ enjoying ene 
* with God: therein: . | 


there are ten in it, Deut. x. 4. And he wrote on tht 


, ments which the Lord fpake out of the midſt of the 


5 rality, and tend to caſt looſe the whole moral law. For 
ik we yield that the fourth commandment is not moral, 


riſe up and lay, the ſecond and fifth are not moral 
neither? and ſo on cancerning the reſt, © But the Lord 
| having written the whole moral law in tables of ſtone, 
and the fourth command in midſt thereof, doth teach 


mandment of the Sabbath to be moral, and of perpe- 
| tual obligation, and that the ſeventh day of our tine 


— — 


Concerning the morality 


it a petition in their prayers upon any approaching cala 
mity, to be delivered from the neceflity of fleeing upon 
the day when the duties of the Sabbath ſhould be ob- 


when we ſhould be employed in attending the ſolemn 


vn. A Ned argument may be taken 55 the 
abſurdities that would follow, upon the denying the 
morality- of this command. For then, ½, There 
would be but nine commands in the moral law, which 
is directly contrary to ſcripture; for we are told that 


tables, according to the firſt writing, the ten command: 


Fre, &c. 
2dly, It would open u. door for Ante and imo. 


but ceremonial; why may not ſome, in the next place, 


us thereby, that the whole of it ſhould be indelibly 
Written in our hearts, and that thy obligation of it, and 
of this command my we reſt, can never be extin 
guithed, 

Laſtly, The Wie Sch ber e il beld the com- 


ſhould be conſecrated unto the Lord, The conl!ait 
practice of all true Chriſtians, ſince the apoſtles times, 
in obſerving a weekly Sabbath, is a great confirmation 
f this. ruth ; e if we eee that the g 


of as Sabbath, „ 
ment and . of the catholic 0 have been ſo 
uni form, conſtant, and uninterrupted in this matter, that 
we do nbt ſind ſo much as one heretic, or perſon of any 
ſort in antient times, that ever preſumed: to oppoſe or 
contradict this doctrine. 

And, as the foreſaid univerſal conſent nibh 
this truth or law to be of divine inſtitution, ſo it proves 
it to be a diate of the law of nature and ſound rea- 


ſon, that one day of the week ſhould be dedicated to the 
worſhip and fervice of God, Yea, ſo ſtrong is the 


light hereof, that thoſe who have apoſtatized from Ml 0 
the true religion, and have taken up with the vileſt of | 1, 
Wh operſtition, have ſtill found it neceſſary to fix upon # 
. certain day of. the week, for the performing of ſo- | N 
enn worſhip; and ſo the Mahometans have choſen 1 


| 
Friday for this end, and the Parthians obſerved Tueſ- Fi 
day: for it is evident to every rational man, that the 
religious obſervation of a weekly Sabbath is the greateſt 
preſervative of a ſolemn profeſſion of religion in the 
world. Take away from amongſt meh all conſcience 
of obſerving a ſtated day of ſacreſt reſt to God for the 
elebration of bis worſhip in afſemblies, and all reli- i 
pion- will quickly decay, if not come to nothing in the - = 
orld. And it is to be obſerved, that, wherever re- 
ligion flouriſheth in the power of it, there we find 
oſt N n in che obſervation of the Sab; 


QUESTION v. 

| 7 the fourth commandment be moral, and cent, 
bew then could the Sabbath be changed from the laſt 
to the "my day of the aweek, as we ſee it dine n 


ANSWER. 


bs The preciſe day of the week for the 2 not hb 
ante of the eſſence of the fourth commandment, but 
nel ſly an alterable circumſtance in it, the actual altera 


Jon thereof under the New Teſtament makes no more MW 
paſt the aur of the fourth . chan che _ ma 
E 5 1 


- the formal reaſon of the command: and in neither of 


. ., hours length, was ſo interrupted in the times of Jo 


F 


4 


28 Concerning the Divine appointment. © 
change of the outward ordinances and means of wor- 
hip under the | goſpel, makes againſt the morality of 
the ſecond command. That the keeping of the preciſe 
ſeventh day of the week is diſtin from the ſcope and 
ſubſtance of the fourth command, which is only to 
. inſtitute one day in ſeven for the Sabbath, is pretty evi- 
dent from the command itſelf, both the firſt and laſt 
words of it. The firſt words, Remember the Sabbath 

day, to keep it holy, do contain the whole ſubſtarice of 
the command; the laſt words, Wherefore the Lord 
bleſſed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it, do contain 


' theſe is the ſeventh. day of the week ſpoke of; which 
notifies to us, that the obſervation ,of that preciſe day 
is not eſſential to the moral and ſtanding law of the 
Sabbatli, but ſeparable from it. If it be ſaid, that 
the command enforceth the obſervation of this day, 
from God's example in reſting upon it; I anſwer, that 
a ſeventh day's reſt, after ſix days labour, is all the con- 
formity which the fourth command requires of us to the 
example of God, i. e. any ſeventh day he pleaſeth to 

Moreover, our natural reaſon argueth for what is 
above aſſerted: for though the Jews, who lived in the 
land of Paleſtine, might. poſſibly have obſerved the pre- 
eiſe ſeventh day from the creation; yet the joint ob- 
ſervation of that preciſe time was impoſhble to all o- 
| thers whom the fourth command doth concern, becauſe 
of the difference of the climate where they live, which 
makes it night to many of them, when it was day 10 
tze Jews. Again, the computation of our time by 
weeks, conſiſting of ſeven days, each of twenty fou 


ſhua and Hezekiah, by the prodigious lengthening ou 
of ſome days, that I cannot ſee how the preciſe ſe- 
venth day could poſſibly be moral, or perpetually bind 
ing. From all which 1 infer, that the change of the 

day, by inſtituting the Lord's day, or firſt day Sabbath) 
in the room of the ſeventh day Sabbath, doth n0 Wa) 


- 
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repeal or ns the morality and ſubſtance of the' \ 
Fourth commandment. _- 

Several 25 9 may be moved. __ this 
1 ead. : 


Queſt I. . Bya abbat authority came the day for the Seb 
Bath to be changed? Anſ. By the ſame authority that 
irlt appointed the Sabbath, I mean that of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who is true God, the Lord of the Sabbath, 
and ſovereign Head of his church. . 

There are indeed ſome differences among diviee a- 

out this matter, ſome holding this change to have 
been made immediately by Chrift himſelf; others, that 
t was made by the apoſtles: but both opinions come 
o one thing, and equally eſtabliſh the divine authority 
ff the Lord's day: ſeeing the apoſtles were divinely 
nſpired, and infallibly guided by Chriſt's Spirit, in 
their eccleſiaſtical determinations, delivering nothing 
to be conſtantly obſeryed in God's worſhip, but what 
ey had the Lord's nent for, according to 2 Cor. 
Xl. 22. h N 
9 us plainly affirms, that the change was 
ade by the Lord himſelf; and indeed it is more than 
Probable, that during Chriſt's forty days ſtay on earth, 
after his reſurrection, wherein he continued inſtruct» 
jog his difciples of the things relatiog to the goſpel» 
hurch, and giving bis commandments to his apęſtlet, 
ils i. 2, 3. he, among other things, appointed this 
bange, leaving it upon his apoſtles to make promul- 
ation of it to the world after his aſcenſion, and e- 
pecially at Pentecoſt, at the extraordinary effuſion of 
e Spirit on that day, whereby he publicly —_— 
us change, 
When the ſacred penman of the book of the AQs 
ells us, that Chriſt continued for ſo many days ſpace = 
ſer his reſurtection, to ſpeak to his apoſtles of the 
things pertaining to the kingdom of God, i. e. the goſpel 
week 5 he ſurely hath a ſpecial reſpe& to "the inſtruc- 
he. gave | them” concerning the ordinances and 
E 2 | 
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inſtitutions of the Chriſtian church: and as he-inſtrug. 
- ed them how they ſhould change the carnal ſacrifices of 
beaſts into the ſpiritual ſacrifices of prayer and praiſe, 


the ſacrament of circumciſion into that of baptiſm, and 


the ſacrament of the paſſover into that of the Lord's ſup. 
per; ſo likewiſe he inſtructed them how to change the 
ſeventh day Sabbath into that of the Lord's s day. All 
the primitive fathers are very poſitive concerning the d. 
vine authority of this change. Ignatius, who lived in the 
firſt century, faith, in bis epiſtle concerning the Lord's 
day, Omnis Chrifti amator dominicum celebrat diem, re. 
ginam et principem dierum omnium. Auguſtine, ſerm. 
151. De Tempore, ſaith, 'Dominicum diem apeſtoli reli. 
gioſa ſolemnitate n ſanxerunt, quia, in coden 
Redemptor naſter a mor tuis reſurrexerit, ens” ideo Do 
minicus e. | 


Dre. 2. If it be aſked, V. FRA Was the neceſſity of thit 
| char e? I anſwer, it was neceſſary: _ 
To manifeſt Chriſt's glory and equality with the 


. th for Chriſt faith, That men ſhall honour the 
Son as they honour the Father, John v. 23, Wherefore, 
as they honoured the Father with a Sabbath, upon ac: 
count of his reſt from creation; ſo it was fit they 
ſhould honour. the Son with a Sabbath, upon -account 
of his reſt from redemption, which was a far more glo- 
. . rious work: and therefore, in honour of the Son, the 
Chriſtian Sabbath is, by the Spirit of God, called, The 
Lord's 1 

2 2dhy, The change of the day was 3 to aan 
Chriſt's s headſhip over his church, and that he is the ſo- 
vereign Lord over his own houſe, worſhip, and ordinate 
ces; and particularly, that he is Lord of the Sabbath, 
which title he had aſſumed before in Mark ii. 28. And 
accordingly he would have this convincingly diſplayed 
to the world, by ſhewing that he is abls to ee 4 
er of his folemn worſhip, 

3dly, Since he hath thought fe 1 to appoint a ne 

| Manner: of his worſhip, it was meet to appoint a nen 


of the Lord's days te 
time of it alfo. The Levitical ſervice, and ceremonial; 
worſhip, of the Sabbath day being changed, it was pro- 
per the day of the Sabbath ſhould be changed alſo, to 
ſhew the more clearly the expiration of that worſhip, 
and to induce the Jews the more eaſily to lay it afide, 
and keep Chriſtians the more from judaizing. 
athly, There were ſome things in the obſervation of 
the ſeventh day Sabbath peculiar to the Iſraelites, that 
belonged properly to that nation, and not to others: 
As, 1. God” deſigned it to be a ſignal or mark for 
diſtinguiſhing that people from the reſt of the world; 
therefore he calls the keeping of this day, a ffgn be- 
twixt him and the children of Iſrael throughout their 
generations, Exod. xxxi 13, 19. i e a fign they were 
God's covenanted people, a nation that ſtood in a pecu- 
liar relation to God above all others in the world; But, 
this relation coming at length to be altered, it was fit 
the ſign ſhould be alſo changed. 2. When God reviy-- 
ed the inſtitution of the Sabbath to the Jewiſh nation, 
he enjoined them to keep it iu memory of their deli- 


the Nrerance from Egypt, as well as the creation of the 
re, world; for it is very obſervable, in Deut. v. when 
ac: Moſes called the. Iſraelites together in a ſolemo man- 
ne) ver, to put them in mind of the covenant God bad. 


made with them-in Horeb, he repeats the ten command- 
ments to them: but, in repeating of the fourth, he: 
leaves out the argument for keeping the Sabbath, 
taken from God's creating of the world in fix. days, and: 
telting* the ſevemth; and, in the room of it, puts in 
their miraculous deliverance: from Egypt: for, in the 
cloſe of the fourth command, he ſays, Deut, 'v. 16, 
Remember that thou waſt a ſervant in 'the land of” 
Lebt, and the Lord thy God brought thee out thence, 
rough a mighty band, and by a- fliretched out arm 
lberefore the Yrs thy God commanded thee to keep the-. 
vabbath day. And hence ſome think, that it was not 
reciſely the ſeventh day from the creation that was 
pointed for the Jewiſh Sabbath, but the ſeventh day 
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m their deliverance from Egypt. Laſt, This da 47 
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| 32 | Concerning the Divine appointment 
- wasalſo appointed them, for to call to mind their won. 


for the Sabbath of the Jews, ſurely the eternal re-. 
demption by Chriſt, from fin and hell, is a muck MF 
| ſtronger and better reaſon for the Sabbath of the Chriſ 
tians. 


| there were ſome thiogs typical and myſtical, peculiar to 


in the Mefhiah, and goſpel times; and therefore to be 
_ aboliſhed: 1. The ſeyenth day Sabbath repreſented 


That the Sabbath was 4 a ſhadow ef things to come, but 
I Jhe bady is of Chriff, i. e. He is the ſubſtance which this 


ment, or the happy times of the goſpel, wherein the 
faithful were to reſt from the ſervile rites and burden. 
ſiome ceremonies of the law. 


o come, typified the believer's reſt and deliverance by 
Jeſus Chriſt from the bondage of ſin, and beingabrought 
into the glorious liberty of the children of God. | 
J. The Jewiſh Sabbath, with its ceremonial and typi- 
cal worſhip under the law, ſhadowed forth the Chrillian 
Sabbath, with its pure and Tyirizual, n under the 
coſe! and ſo is e 1 hs „ 


* 0 "=. * 


derful deliverance at the Red. ſea, which ſeveral learned 


writers are of opinion was wrought for them on the 
morning of the Jewiſh Sabbath, and ſeems very probs. 


ble from Exod. xii. 15, 16, 1). and hence they are en. 


Joined to reſt, and ceaſe from their labours on this day, 
in remembrance of their being miraculouſly. reſcued on 
it from Egypt, and of their reſting from the cruel bo- 
dage thereof. From all which it appears, that there 


was ſomething in this commandment peculiar 'to the 
Jewiſh nation, and which belonged not to others. And 


| whence 1 may well infer, that if the. deliverance by 3 


Moles, from Egypt and the Red-ſea, was a good reaſon 


gthly, In the a for the ſeventh day Sabbath, 


the Old Teſtament times, and which were to be fulfilled 


Chriſt, who is the only reſt, centre, and ſatis faction of 1 
our ſouls: therefore the apoſtle tells us, Col. ii. 17. 


ſhadow or type repreſented. 
2. It lignified the great Sabbath of the New Teſt 


3 The ſeventh day Sabbath being a 7 of things 


* 


A 5 Lird'i I. ORE 
5. 5. The reſt of the ſeventh day Sabbath was a type 
Jad ſhadow of Chriſt's reſting upon that day in the 
rare, and therefore could not be continued after his 
eſurrection, more than any of the other types fulfil- 
Wed in Chriſt. Our Saviour, by chafing to bye buried 
hroughout this day in the grave, did thereby bury 
Whe Jewiſh ſeventh day Sabbath, with the reſt of their 
ypes and ſhadows. Hence it is that the apoſtle Paul, - 
Col. ü. 16, 17 doth expreſsly number the Sabbath a» 
ong the Old Teſtament ſhadows, that ceaſed upon 
Wheir being accompliſhed in Chriſt the ſubſtance and 
ntitype, who came. in pr of all the legal ſhadows. 
Now, it being ident rom the foreſaid text, that the 
lewiſn Sabbath was abrogated by Chriſt's death and 
eſurrection; it is neceſſary to believe that either Chriſt, 
dy himſelf or his apoſtles, did appoint another day in 
jeu thereof, for the ſolemn worſhip of God; otherwiſe 
he ſtate of the Chriſtian church under the New Teſta- 
nent would be far worſe than that of the Jews under 
e Old, which is abſurd, | 
| 6. The two ages before aud after Chriſt are reckon· 
d as two divers worlds, Heb. ii, 5. wherefore, as 
hen the firſt world was made by ereation, there was a 
„ fot apart in memory thereof; ſo, when the world 
Was renewed by redemption, it was fit there ſhould be a 
ay kept in honour and memory of that. great work : 
or, if the perfecting the work of the firſt creation de- 
ted to have a day ſet apart for celebrating the power 
id glory of the Author, much more doth the finiſhing 
e new creation, or reſtoration of the world, deſerve a 
ay to be conſecrated for the commemorating of that, in 
zard the glorious attributes of God do fane far more 
nghtly i in 5 than in the other. 


Nueſs. 3. If it be aſked, 2 wa. th Sabbath chang | 
to the Fr day of the work ? f 

| anſwer, For many reaſons, - * 

I. The great reaſon given for obſerving the laſt daß 
| the "yk doth Plead more * now for the ** 


4 
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31 Concerning the Divine appointment _ 
ſervation of the firſt day of the week. The reaſon ſor Ml 
- obſerving the ſeventh day was, becauſe the Lord reited Wi 


creation, which ought to be remembered with thank. 
_ ©." commandments, there was no greater work in the 


te day of God's reſt from his greateſt work, ſhould I 
be the Sabbath, or day of reſt” to the world. But, i 
_ ould God thereafter. work a greater work than cre Wil 


even by virtue of the fourth commandment, the day of i 
' God's reit from that, ſhould be the Sabbath of the Wl 
world. Now, the work of redemption, which the Lord 


is far greater than the work of creation; it doth eve 
br ung and ſwallow it up, as the temple did the taber WF 


Author, and ought to be far more regarded and remeny 
bered by us on many accounts. ' 


is a far more glorious diſplay of the divine attributes, 
| God's power, wiſdom, Juikics, goodneſs, &c. thao in the 


5 this the work of creation; we could have had 90 
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| tures; and there is no doing of that, but * this new and 
| glorious method. 


greater difficulty and expence than the firſt, The fr 
was finiſhed by the word of his mouth, but the ſecood 
could not be Pe but by the _ and death d 


thar day from the great work be had made, viz, 0 
fulneſs and praiſe. Now, when God gave the te 


world than the creation; and therefore it was fit that 


ing heaven and earth; then, by parity of reaſon, and { 


rſected, and reſted from on the firſt day of the week, 


Nac 


| 

1 
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| 
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it is far more valued and eſteemed by God the 
2 


II, In regard that in the world's s redemption, ther 1 


world's creation. 
24ly, It is much more for our benefit od conſe 


comfort in this without the other; for the whole crex 
tion groaned under the burden of fin, and, by realooif 
thereof, all the creatures were at enmity with us, 
Without redemption, what pleaſure can we take ü 
our creation, ſince by is we are made capable only of 
everlaſting miſery and deſtruction? Alas! there are 10 
comforts in being creatures, if we be not made new crew 


340%, In regard * ſecond creation was a work * {at 


2 F the Lord's day, © Te; - 
is gear Son: the firſt was finiſhed in fix. days; but 
| coſt the Son of God above thirty three years painful 
avail. and ſuffering in the world, to effectuate the ſe- 
ond. In the firſt there was no oppoſition; for, ſince 
he world was made out of nothing, there was nothin 
> make reſiſtance to the Creator: But, in the esa 
reation, or redemption of the world, there was a for- 


nidable oppoſition made by juſtice, men, and. devils, 


t was wonderful for the glorious fabric of heaven and 
arth to be made out 'of nothing; but much more for 
e Maker of all things to be made of a woman, | Jeſus 
Wriſt to be born of his own creature. In the firſt 
Wreation God made us like himſelf; but here the Lord 
dakes himſelf like us. The glorious Creator is made 
creature, yea, made ſin, made a curſe, to ſave man, 
Wis ſinful creature, from the curſe, We may indeed 
iy, We are fearſully and wonderfully made; but much 
ore are we fearfully and wonderfully redeemed, Crea 
on was the work of God's fingers, Pſal. viii. 3. but 
demption is the work of his arm, Luke i. 51. We uſe 
e ſtrength of the arm to effectuate what the fingers 
annot do, So that we ſee it is a far greater work and 
iracle to bring us back fiom hell, than to bring us 
om nothing; to make us ſaints, than to make us 
jen and women. Welt then if God's reſting: from his 
ork of creation on the ſeventh day, determined man- 
ind to keep this day for a Sabbath, in a thankful re» 
Wcmbrance thereof, much more ſhould God incarnate's 
ifing a new world at a far greater charge, and reſting 
om his labour of love on the firſt day of the week, de- 
mine us to obſerve that day for a Sabbath, in an adoring 
emembrance of his infinite glory and goodneſs diſplayed 
this ſtupendous work. 5 
4bly, The Lord himſelf delights and rejoices much TY 
ore in the new creation, than in the old, his glory 


ing more conſpicuous by the one than by the other; 5 


ad that which is eſteemed and preferred by him, ought 
be ſo by us. The Lord indeed took pleaſure in the 
new of his works of the birlt Creation, when he at 


36 | Of the divine Inſtitution. 
rt reſted from the ſame: but theſe being afterwards al 

_ corrupted and deformed by fin, his complacency therein 
was exceedingly diminiſhed. Hence, Gen. vi. it is faid, 
It repented him he had made man; wherefore it was pro 
per and neceſſary to transfer the Sabbath to the day fi 
the world's new creation or reſtoration, effected and con. 
pleted by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt the world's x 
deemer, in which day the Lord reſted from theſe hy 
more glorious works, delighting himſelf in the revie 
thereof with an everlaſting complacency, © 


=  *' La/ily, To confirm what is ſaid, let it be obſerved if 

dat God ſo far preferred the work of redemption u 

' that of creation, that he changed the beginning of th 

year (as Dr Lightfoot remarks on Exod. xii.) from wi 

time of the world's creation, to the time of the pal. 

- fover, and the Iſraelites deliverance from Egypt h 

' Moles, as being an eminent type of our redemptia 

from (in and hell by Jeſus Chriſt, We have reaſon u 

believe, that from the creation of the world, the yea 

began in September, at the time of the autumnal equi 

non; for we find the fruits were on the trees at thi 

| creation, Gen. i. 12. But when God: inſtituted the fil 

paſſover, which immediately uſhered in the Ifraclits 

_ deliverance: from Egypt, which was in March, at 

vernal equinox; he changed the beginning of the yea 
nud ordered it to, commence from that time, Exod, xi 

2. This month ſhall be unto you the beginning of month 

it ſhall be the firſt month of the year to you. Now, | 

' the beginning of the year was changed upon the 2 

count of the type, a day might well be changed upal 

the account of the Antitype. If the month of the fg 

rative redemption was ſo remarkable, that the month d 

tze world's creation muſt give place to it; then ſurci 

ce Subſtance itſelf, when it appeared, might well be t 

cauſe of the change of a day, and the ſeventh day of td 

| creation/ give place to the ſirſt day of the finiſhing of ou 

8 II. Since there was a neceſſity of changing the Sil 

bach from the ſeventh day of the week, as is alread 


TTC 


„ 
he” 


n 5 fab 
2 a 
77 9 


EE . of the' Lord day. 27 
1 be into no other day is fily, as the | 


® 10 day of the week, on ſeveral accounts : 


. Becauſe of its anſwering the intent of the . : 
ad better than another day: for, if the Sabbath had 
es changed into the ſecond, third, fourth, or any 
5 ther day of the week than the firſt, the morality of c 


he fourth command had been infringed: for ſo Sd 


old dot have had one day, and man ſix working days 
Wogetber of one and the ſame week: as the command 
Wequires, But now it holds in a conſtant courſe, God 
Wath his one day, and we our fix together, in one and 
De ſame week, as it was from the beginning. And, 
y this wiſe alteration, there was never a. week with- | 
Nit a Sabbath, and never a week had two Sabbaths. 
or as the week ended with the Jews Sabbath, ſo the 
Next week began with the Chriſtian Sabbath; which 
Would not have been, if any oe: ſeventh day had "—_ | 
hoſen. 5 


2dly, Since there lebe to be a Auge it was 


ü ery agreeable to reaſon to begin the week with God, 


nd that our Creator and benefactor ſhould be firſt ſerv - 
d, and have his portion of the week aſſigned to him 
| the firlt place, that his worſhip might have the pre- 
Prence to our labour; and allo, that our conſecrating 
he firlt fruits of the week to God, might, in a manner, 


undtify the whole, obtain his bleſkng on the week s 8 


pbour, and make all our works thereia the more ace 
ptakle to him. 

30%, The firſt: day of the meek: i is. the teſt * 
eeping up the memory both of the firſt and ſecond 
reation of the world. For it being a day of reſt al- 
ays ſucceeding; our fix days labour, puts us in mind of 
od's finiſhing the work of creation in ſix days: ſpace, 
nd reſting the ſeventh. , And eſpecially, it being the 
rſt day of the week, ſerves to mind us of the begin- 
ing of the world, and of its firſt creation; ſeeing it 
vas on this day that God began his glorious work, 
Ying, Let there be light. But, in a ſpecial manner, 

day lerves to * the memorial of that 
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38 of the divine Infitutien 
greater bleſſing of the world's new creation, or reden 
tion by Jeſus Chriſt; ſince on it he finiſhed this work 
by his reſurrection. It was on this day that not only 
that temporal and periſhing light did firſt ſhine at the 
firſt creation; — but alſo that eternal and heavenly light M 
brake out in a meridian ſpſendour, the Sun of righteouſ. M 
" neſs aroſe from a darł grave, and ſhined on a dark world, 
and brought light, life, peace, nn and all mercies 
7 under his wings. : 
athly, It is the fitteſt tay for celebrating the honour WM 
and memory of all the perſons of the glorious Trinity; 
for, though Jeſus Chriſt, the ſecond perſon of the Tri. 
nity, be honoured by this day in a peculiar manner, up- 
on account of his glorious reſt this day from the work of i 
redemption; yet the Father and Holy Ghoſt are this dy 
_ remarkably honoured alſo. The Father did not only if 
begin this day to create, but he was the glorious con- 
triver of our, happineſs, and ſent his Son to carry on that 
bleſſed work of redemption, which was this day happily 
© compleated. Alſo the Holy Ghoſt is honoured by ob. 
| ferving this day, fince he gloriouſly deſcended this day, 
. e. Pentecoſt, for fitting and furniſhing the apoſtle 
ſor the work of the goſpel: and he is the bleſſed ap- 
lier of the redemption finiſhed this day by Jeſus Chriſt, 
and is in a more. eſpecial manner at work this day, in 
making ſaving application of. it unto elect ane by the 
_ + preachihg of the goſpel. 5 
III. The Sabbath is e to bo firſt 50 of the 
week, becauſe it is the moiſt honourable and glorious 
day to Chriſt and his church, that ever dawned upon 
the world: the moſt honourable day to our Redeemer, 
and the moſt joyful to the redeemed; and therefore 
ought to be kept in perpetual remembrance. 
Hence, by the Spirit of God, and ever ſince Chrilt's 
reſurrection upon this day, it is called the Lord's day, 
it being the moſt glorious day ever he had. It was in 
an eminent manner his birth-day, for in it he was 67 
from the dead; in it God ſolemnly owned him to be his 
| * 3 Son; hence that word in — li, Thou 4fl 


F the Lord's day. | 29 
ws Son, this day have ] begotten thee, is applied to the 
Way of his reſurtection, Acts xiii. 13. He was this day 
Weclared 10 be the Son of God with power, Rom. I. 4. 
For, at his riſing, he made the earth to ſhake, the 
ares to open, the ſtones to roll away, the dead te 
Wiſe and appear, the "ſoldiers to tremble and flee, arid 
Woth faints and angels to come and attend him. And 
Pas not this a triumphant day to him? Yea, on this 
lay he conquered the grave, death, and hell, and new. 
4d himſelf ro be the Captain of our ſalvation; triumphs 
3 over his and our enemies. His birth and death did 
bew him to be truly man; but his reſurreQion did ma. 
Wifelt him to be truly God, and the great Redeemer of 
he world. Hereby he gave full proof, that he had 
ompleatly finiſhed the work of our redemption, paid 
he elect's debt, ſatisfied divine juſtice, cancelled” our 
ond, and obtained an ample diſcharge, ſince he, as our 
reat Cautioner, was now let out of priſon,” Was not 


ly his then a joyful day, a day to be hag in everlaſting 
b- emembrance? the day our Jonas came ſafe out of 
" he whale's belly; the day our Samſon carried away 
e3 


e gates of Gaza, Now it was that death loſt its ſting; 
ow the grave and hell loſt their purchaſe; now the ſer- 
nt's head was bruiſed; now they were all ſwallowed 
Wp in victory; now it was that our glorious Redeemer 
eſted from all the works of ſuffering and redemption, 
nd rejoiced in the review thereof, with infinite compla- 
ncy.. And ought not we, who are ſo much concerned, 

hearfully*to reſt this day with Chriſt, in a thankful . 
jembrance of all he hath done ? 

IV. This day was propheſied of long before, Prat. 

Kvüüi. 24. This is "the day which the Lord hath made, 
e will rejoice and be glad in it. The current of ex- 
dlitors underſtand this day of our Chriſtian Sabbath, 


% a of Chriſt's reſurrection thereon; for here die 
s ufſhere is a prophecy of Chriſt, and of a remarkable day 
a hereat the world ſhould wonder, and the church Does. 


lice. This is the day which the Lord hath made; i. e. 
which God i is author. He made it, not by creation 
| . F > | 


AG . is le ole all days ; but by conſecration, de. 


:. "that ſtrange and wonderful work of Chriſt's. reſurrec. 
q tion from the grave, when he obtained his glorious Vido- 


ws. 
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ſigning and appointing it for a, peculiar end, even fg 


TY, and our gracious deliverance from hell and deſtruc. 


Dion. Again, he made it, 3. e. (as the word from the 


©. original may be rendered) exalted it This is the tay : 
Which the Lord hath honoured and exalted- above is i 
fellows, above the ſeventh, or any other day of the 


2 - markable day of the Meſſiah; is very clear, if we con. 
ider the context, and the two preceding verſes of thi 
plſalm; by which it plainly appears, that the day then 


SBauildert (i. e. Chriſt, who was rejected by the elders 
| feribes, and Phariſees, the pretended builders) became 


rolled away his reproach, made him Head of the cu 
© "confuſion of all his enemies, and the joy and gladneſs d 
x 7 ; by peter, before the Jewiſh Sanhedrim, Acts iv. 11, 14 


: 5 be ſabjoins, ver. 12. This is the Stone which wa, ſet d 
nog hl of you builders, which is become the Head of i 
- © corner. Now, this being ſuch a memorable day, 


| and be glad in it; which indeed is a moſt ker dug 


= day, in Iſa. xi. 10 And in that day. there ſhall be 


week, becauſe of the incomparable work of this day, 
That the day propheſied of in that. place is ſome re- 


ſpoke of, is the day wherein the tone rejected by th 


the Head of the corner: now, what day was this, but 
| his reſurrection day? in which God, by raiſing him fron 
the dead, gloriouſly exalted him above all his enemies, Wa 


ner, and Head of the church, by openly declaring hin 
to be his Sen with power, and that to the terror and 


all bis friends. And, to put it beyond doubt, that üg: 
is the meaning of the place, ſee it particularly appli: 


Be it known to you, that this Jeſus Chriſt, awhon yt 
. crucified, God hath raiſed from the dead: And theretore 


\  Pſalmiſt's direction is, that all Chriſtians ſhould rejoic 


an our Chriſtian Sabbat. i 3 
Again, we have another prophecy concerning th 


$ - root of Jeſſe, which ſhall Rand for an enſign of th: fu 
7 Pla, 5 tou Reins ine Gentiles 5 «nd bis reſt ſhall | 
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i Lord day. © 41 
ii. Now, what was that ſpecial day, wherein 
tit was raiſed and exalted for an Enſign, to invite 
ad engage the nations to flee unto him as their Re- 
eemer? Was it not his reſurrection day, on which be 
Was declared to the world to be the Sen of Cod with 
-wer, Rom. i. 44 This then is the day on which his reſt 
Was glorious, For as God the Father's reſt from the 
Pork of creation was glorious, and had great glory and 
Wonour put on it, by the world's keeping a Sabbath for 

out four thouſand years thereupon ; ſo God the Son's 
Welt from the work of redemption was to have great 
Wlory and honour'- put upon it, by the Chriſtian 
orſd's obſerving a weekly Sabbath on it to the end of 
And was it not a glorious reſt which the Son of God 

ad on the firſt day of the week, from his great and 
upendous work, when he had laid the foundations of 
he new heavens and new earth, and had given the 
iniſhing ſtroke to the new creation, when all the ſtars 
ang together, and all the ſons of God ſhouted for joy? 
t was on this day the Son reſted from his works, and 
vas refreſhed, as it is ſaid of God, Exod, xxxi. 17. 
vith reſpe& to his reſting from the works of the firſt 
reation, Now, as God's reſt from his works on the 

erenth day, and his being refreſhed therein, was a ſuf- 
cient indication of the preciſe day of reſt which he 
vould have obſerved by the world under the old dif- 
penfation of the covenant; ſo the reſt, of our Lord 
Jeſus * Chriſt from his works on the firſt day of the 
week, and his being refreſhed therein, is a ſufficient 
dication of the preciſe day of reſt which he would 

ave obſerved under the diſpenſation of the new 
ovenant. And accordipg'y, upon this indication, 
e- immediately find the diſciples aſſembling them- - 
elves together upon this day of their Redeemer's 
eſt; and no ſooner are they met, but Chriſt comes, 


* pd graciouſly meets with them, ' ſolemnly bleſſes them, 
1 ud gives them the Holy Ghoſt, John xx, 19. from 


[ 
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4 - Of thy Divine Inflifation _ _ 
Which time forward, the firſt day of the week was zexet 
without its ſolema aſſemblies, 
Moreover, we have the apoſtle to the Hebrews ex. 
preſsly confirming. the foreſaid prophecies concerning 
Chriſt's reſt upon the firſt day of the week, by telling 
us, that under the goſpel there remained a reſt for the 
people of Cod, Heb. iv. 9. Now, if this place be di- 
ly conſidered, and rightly underſtood, it will mightily 
confirm the change of the Sabbath from the laſt to the 
firſt day of the week. For the word, which is there 
rendered reſt, in the original, is Sabbatiſimos, and thou!d 
be rendered a Sabbatiſm, or Sabbath keeping ; and ſo 
the meaning is (according to Dr Owen, and other Jeara- 
ed commentators) There remaineth à Sabbath keep: 
ing for the people of G under the New Teſtamen, 
as well at under the Old. And this (as the Apolitte {hen 
in the context) behoved neceſſarily to be a new Sab. 
batiſm, in regard it hath a new foundation, in corte. 
ſpondence to the foundation of the old Sabbatiſm, men: 
Uoned ver. 4. of that chapter. For he /pake in a ces 
tain place of the ſeventh day on this wiſe, And God dii 
' teſt the ſeventh day from all his works. Well (ſaith 
the àApoſtle) the new Sabbatiſm hath the like found 
| tion, ver 10. For he, viz. Jeſus Chriſt, that is entered 
Into bis reſt, hath alſo ceaſed from his «wn works, al 
cd did from bis. Now, it was on the morning of the 
_ firſt day of the week that Chriſt entered into his medis- 
tory reſt from his works of redemption, as God on the 
ſeventh day entered into his reſt from the works of eres 
tion. And as God, by his reſting. on. the ſeventh day, 
did determine that day for a ſacred ſabbatical reft un 
dier the Old Teſtament; ſo Chriſt. (who is the Lord e 
the Sabbath) by his entering into his reſt on the ful 
day, did determine that day of the week for a facrc 
Sabbatiſm under the New Teſtament. The ceaſin g tro 
his works, as God did from his, mentioned, ver. 10 
can never properly be applied (as ſome do) to the be 
liever, but to Chriſt's ceaſing from his works of re 
demption ; ſeeing it is abſurd to make our ceaſing ffn 


his glorious works of creation. And it cannot be meant 


Ll 


Rev. xxii. 1 
firſt day of the week, and authoriſed the obſervation of 


force of a law to us. It was on this day he met with 
the two diſciples going to Emmaus, opened the ſcriptures 


he appeared to the eleven, when gathered together, and 
others with them, ſhewed them his pierced hands and 


his diſciples, (being all conveened together, except 
Thomas) gave them his peace, and bleſſed them, and 
alſo gave them their commiſhon, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
John xx. 19, 20, &c, | Again, upon that day eight days, 


were alſembled together, and Thomas with them, John 
xx. 26, Chriſt choſe to appear unto them, and graci- 


Though Chriſt, after his refurre&ion, met with feverals 


brit day only (which is therefore expreſsly recorded 
did he appear to them when affembled together; 
therefore we ſee how he left Thomas a whole. week 
under his unbelief and doubtings, till the next Lord's 
day or firſt day of the week ſhouſd come, that he might 


fort. The firſt day of the week is the only day of the 
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En, of the Lord's day. . | | ; 43 | 
me vile works of fin a parallel to God's ceaſing from 


of ceaſing from the works of duty and ſervice to God; 
bor, to all eternity, believers never ceaſe from theſe, 


v. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath put honour upon he 
it by his own example and practice, which hath the 


to them, and was made knowy to them in the breaking 
of bread, Luke xxiv. 13. Likewiſe, upon the ſame day, 


feet, comforted them, and opened their underſtandings, 
that they might underſtand the ſcriptures, Luke xxiv. 
33, 36; 40, 45. It was on this day that Chriſt came to 


being the next firſt day of the week, when the diſciples. 


ouſly convinced Thomas by the diſcovery of his wounds. 
of his difciples upon other days of the week, yet on the 
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have occaſion graciouſly to reſolve him in the afſembly 
of his diſciples, for their common edification and com- 
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week, or month, or year, that is ever mentioned by || WW 
dumber in all the New Teſtament ; and, wherever it is WI 
poke of, we hear of the religious obſervation of it, by 


oof. Of the Divine Inflitution 


the diſciples aſſembling together. And why are we toll 
: by the evangeliſts ſo expreſsly, and ſo often, of Chrili, 


in his church, as the Chriſtian Sabbath, or the weekly 
day of holy reſt and holy conyocations, That one day 
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day eight days to be together again, promiſing to meet 


meet with them every firſt day of the week, till his + 
. Teention,, ſpeaking to them the things pertaining 10 th 


day it was, whether the ſecond, third, or fourth day 


-. firſt day, the Holy Ghoſt names and records that, 


VI. The obſervation of the firſt day of the week i 
alſo authoriſed'by the divinely inſpired apoſtles. of (;hrilt 
aud founders of the Chriſtian, church, and that both by 
their example and direction. We have them bot 


o 


making his. viſits to his diſciples upon the firlt day of 
the week? but to ſhew us, that Chriſt put a peculiat 
honour and reſpect upon this day, and thereby gave u 
2 plain intimation of his will, that it ſhould be obſerved 


in ſeven ſhould be religiouſly obſerved in this mannet, if 
was a law. from the beginning, and that as old as the 
Nate of innocence (as I ſhewed before.) But that, in 
the kingdom of the Meſhah, the firſt day of the week WW 
ſhould be that ſolemn day; this was indication enough, 

that Chriſt on that day once and again met his difciples 
in a religious afſ-mbly. And it 1s highly probable, tha 
at his firſt meeting with them, he appointed them that 


them; for we find them more chapterly conveened that 
day chan the former, John xx. 26. And after cight 
days, again his diſciples were within, and Thomas wil 
them, as it would ſeem waiting for Chriſt's coming. 
And many are of opinion, that. he thus continued to 


— 


kingdom of Cod, Acts i. 3. 
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Chriſt's meeting with them that day was not merely 
occaſional, but defigned; as appears by the exprels 
mentioning of the firſt day of the week ſo oft as be 
met them. For, when Chriſt met with his diſciple 


on any other day of the week, we are not told what 
of the week; but when he meets. with them on the 


thereby aſcribing ſomething, peculiar to it above all the 
tel. e 


— EC . 


_ 1 75 of the Lord's day. N | 45 
Wireding and performing the duties of the Sabbath on 
i day, and alſo aſſerting Chriſt's propriety in it as 
Wis; all which is evident from ſcrip ture. 
un the forecited ſęriptures, where we read of Chriff's 
Wop pearances to his diſciple, we alſo read of their afſem>- 
ins together on the firſt. day of the week ſeveral times, 
Which certainly was for the public worſhip of God, 
ad in honour of this day, For, when they met on 
ber days of the week, it is not tald what theſe were; 
Not, when they met on the firſt day of the week, the Holy 
Whoſt records chat; which ſhews it to be a remarkable day 
WW itſelf, and obſerved as ſuch by the dilciples of Chriſt, 
ad that in a religious way. 7 1 
But, beſides theſe, I ſhall adduce four other ſcrip- 
res, that clearly demonſtrate what is above aſſerted. 
The firit is, Acts ii. f, 2. where it is recorded, that 
he apaſtles and other brethren were met all togetber on 
e day of Pentecoft in one place. This meeting was for 
ublic worſhip on the firſt day of the week, according to 
Wheir wonted practice. It is not in the temple with the 
Wc ws, but in a houſe in Jeruſalem by themſelves. 
Nueſt. How prove you that it was on the firſt day 
f the week? Anſw. Becauſe it is evident from ſerip- 
ure, that the Paſſover that year fell on the Jewiſh Sab- 
Wath ; and Pentecoſt being (till the fiftieth day after the 
Pallover, it conſequently fell that year on the firſt day 
If the, week, or the Lord's day. Pentecoſt is a Greek 
ard, Ggnifying the fiftieth, called | ſo becauſe of its 
eing ſtill the fiftieth day after the Paſſover, a Jewiſh 
kalt, which fell ſometimes upon one day of the week, 
Ind ſometimes on another; but this year it fell on the 
ut or ſeventh day of the week. Pentecoſt was another - 
ralt of the Jews, but kept in remembrance of God's 
ring the law that day on mount Sinai, being the 
ſtieth day after their eating the Paſſover, and coming 
t of Egypt. And, conſequently, Pentecoſt falling this 
ear upon the firſt day of the week, our Lord's re- 
frection day, the apolſtles and brethren aſſembled 
vr celebrating this day by public worſhip. Now, let 
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„ . Of ile Divine Inflitation 
us obſerve how remarkably God confirmed their keep 
ing of the firſt day of the week, and bleſſed their meet. 


that extraordinary effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt upa 
them, for fitting and furniſhing them for the extract. 
diary work of - planting the Chriſtian church, ant 
converting the world. This was a ſolemn approbatio 


| celebrating of this day for the future: and many time: 
have they experienced the gracious effuſions of the 


was on the firſt day of the week that the law was givet 
in its fearful promulgation from mount Sinai. But the 


fortable promulgation of the goſpel "thereupon fron 
A ſecond ſeripture is, Acts xx. J. And uþon the ff 


Plain, that the firſt day of the week was then the ſtate 
time for Chriſtians their meeting together, for tht 
5 ee of the word, and celebrating of the Lord“ 
ſupper; for ibis is recorded as their cuſtomary know! 


day, or any other day of the week: but when the fr 


and perform the work of the Sabbath on this day. Pai 
| was ready to depart from that place, only be muſt ſtay 
till the firſt day of the week, that he might meet with 


them; and ſo, according to their cuſtom, they all 2. 
ſemble together, and he ſanctifies the Sabbath with 
© them, by preaching and diſpenſing the ſacrament, 30 


N 1 ' _ 
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ing together upon it for worſhip; he even ſent dow 


of the Chriſtian Sabbath, and a ſeal to its inſtitutin 
from heaven which did confirm all Chriſtians in the 


Spirit on their public aſſemblies this day fince that time 
It is obſerved by Grotious, upon Exod. xix. 1. that u 


God made that, in ſome reſpect, a terrible day to then, 
yet he makes it weekly a joyful day to us, by the con- 


mount Zion 


day of. the week, when the diſciples came together i 
break bread, Paul preached to them &c. Where it i 


practice. Paul had been at Troas ſeven days, and cor 
ſequently/ was there upon the Jewiſh Sabbath; but 
there'is no word of any meeting among theny on thit 


day of the week comes, the church is folemnly conveench, 


the whole church, and preach to them before he lea 


0 
1 


of . Loris * 


hat even ll batches » for they did not ſoon weary, 
t that time, of the work and duties of the Lord's day. 
A third ſcripture. is, 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2. Now concerns 
ng the colloction for the ſaints, as I have given oraer 
o the churches of Galatia, even ſo do ye. Upon the Ant 
ay of the week, let every one of you lay by him in 
. &c; Whence it is plain, that the Apoſtle injoins 
ie chorch of Corinth, in conformity with other 
borches, to make their collections for the poor on 
he firſt day of the week. Now, why on the firſt day 
ff the week, and not on the ſeventh, or any other ? 
ut for theſe: reaſons; 1. They had their public meet - 
g on this day, and ſo had more conveniency for 
eben their charity on this day, than upon another, 
. Tbe firſt day of the week was now come in place 
5 the old Sabbath, on which day collections were 
ade in the Jewiſh ſynagogues; for the giving of alms 
as always reckoned a proper duty for the Sabbath 
lay: but now the Apoltle will have all the duties of 
he Sabbath transferred to the firſt day of the week, 
ad particularly this duty of public charity, there be- 
vg a peculiar fitneſs in this day for it, in regard we 
re called this day to commemorate Chriſt's infinite 
harity to our ſouls, and alſo to receive new bleſſings 
od, expreſſions of bounty from him; and therefore 
bould be the more liberal to his poor ſaints. I hope, 
here is none that will ſay that the Apoſtle had not 
rilt's warrant for what he appointed in this matter: 
or, in this epiſtle, he proteſts, that he delivered nothing 
2 them, but what he had received from the Lord and 
had bis command for; ſee 1 Cor. xi. 23. apd xiv, 43» 
tis as clear as light, from the foreſaid teſtimony, and 
any others, that the primitive Chriſtians had their 
iſemblies on the firlt day of the week, which they 
ould not have had without the apoſtles direction; nor 
would the apoliles have nenen Wo; without knowing 
be mind of Chriſt. | 
A fourth ſcripture is, Rev, i. 10. when John faith. 
1 _— that he was in the Sap on the Lord's Gays 


'* which, to be ſure, is no other than the Chriſtian Sh. 


-. _ _ - Chriſt, *and his rifing from the dead thereupon, and 
frequent meetings with his diſciples this day; and to 
” . this day it ſtill retains this title of the Lord's day, being 
5 rats e, inſtitute for the honour of our Lord, 


” vo - 
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1 


bath, gettisg the denomination from our Lord Jeſus 


and conſecrate for his ſervice and worſhip. The Apo- 


file wrote this book near the end of the firſt century, . 


and calls this day by that name, which it commonly got 
then, and ſpeaks of it as a day univerſally notour and 

._ "remarkable for the Chriſtians obſervation of it. The 
Apoſtle, at this time, was bamſhed into the iſle of Pat. 


ed the opportunity of the public aſſemblies on this day 
pet he is employed in ſaoctifying the Lord's day in i 


add taken up in ſpiritual exerciſes, meditation and praj. 
er, (which are proper duties for the Sabbath) and 
the Lord rewards this his conſcientious regard to thi 

day, with the revelation of theſe great things which 
were afterwards'to fall out to the church to the end of 
EY ROT, EY 6 oh oh TN EW 
Mliͤureover, it is obſervable, that the Lord puts hi 
name on this day; for the Holy Ghoſt calls it here the 


A 


its deriving its inſtitution , from him: ſo the prayer 
_ CdiRated by him, is called the Lord's prayer; the ſacrs 
ment of bis ſupper, inſtituted dy him, is called te 


24᷑. It is called the Lord's, becauſe of bis ſpecial pry 


mon uſe, and conſecrated it wholly to bis uſe and fer 
viee: ſo the ſacrament is called the Lord's table, be. 
| © "cauſe of its being conſecrated for holy uſes, and ſo fel 
apart and diſtinguiſhed from all other tables. 
21. Becauſe of its being dedicated to his honour aud 
memory, being the day in which he conquered death, 


5 * 
mies. 


mos by Domitian the emperor, where probably he want. 


private way: he is in the Spirit, J. e. in a ſpiritual frame, 


Lord's day, and that for theſe reaſons : 1. Becauſe of 


Lord's ſupper. © 


priety in it: he hath ſeparated and fer apart from com 


got a total victory, and triumphed over all his ele 


W 
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4; It is called the Lord's day. becauſe the Lord Je- 
$ Chriſt, his Wen ang mediation, f is the principal 25%] | 
& of this day. 
3 Another 8 Tor. the aro. of the 
WE briſtian Sabbath, may be drawn from the conflant and 
WS noterrupted practice of all Chriſt's churches through 
e world face the apoſtles days; they have all conti- 
Wd to obſerve the Lord's day for holy worſhip. All. 
Wc anticot ſathers and Chriſtians had the Lord's day i in 
eat eſteem, and made it a badge of their religion to 
Poſerve it carefully, as appears from the writiags of 
Waſtio Martyr, Tertullian, Origen, &c. Ignatius, that 
Watieot father, who lived ſo near Chriſt's times, in his 
Woiſtles, recommends the Lord's day: Let every one 
chat loveth Chriſt, ſaith he, obſerve. the firſt day of 
te week, the Lord's day, as the queen of all days.” 
tis a remarkable ſaying of Auguſtine : © As the virgin 
Mary was bleſſed above all women, ſo is the firſt day 
of the week bleſſed above all days,” | 
vu. The conſciences of men plead for the divine 
Watbority. of the Lord's day. Surely it is God, who is 
he ſupreme Lord and Sovercign of men's conſciences, 
(Wat directs this his deputy in men, to excite and preſs 
em fo. cloſely. to the obſervation of this day, and 
ſo to challenge and ſmite them ſo ſharply for the 
epleR and protanation of it. And indeed there is no 
in that conſcience more commonly accuſes wicked 
nen of, than the breach of the Lord's day: and 
ence it is, that many. malefactors, at theiz laſt hour, 
phen moſt ſerious, do moſt bitterly. bewail it: acknow- 
Edging that their Sabbath-breaking was their leading 
n, and the occaſion of all the reſt of their wicked 
curſes; having provoked God to leave them, and 
ive them up to the luſts of therr own hearts, and. 
:mptations of the devil. Clark, in his ſecond volume 
| Examples, tells us of one Thomas Savage, (a young 
lan, who was executed at Ratcliff, October 28th, 1 668, 
or murdering his fellow-ſervant) that whilſt he was in 
jon, cried out to ſome that came to viſit bim, after 
aig manner: 59 Oh, wretch chat 1 was! 1 lludied 
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abe 1 might ſpend the Lors day in the desu 
work; at chat time, when F'ſhould have ben 


95 ſerving God, I was buſieſt in ſerving Satan, 1 wil 
„ glad when the Sabbath came; fot then 1 had leiſur i 


«to purſue my luſts and pleaſures.” 1 ſometimes wen 
e into the church, but 1 never ſtaid the time of 


2 whole ſermon.” 1 laughed at thoſe that ſpent th: 


% Sabbaths in hearing and praying, and lobked on then 


7 as the verieſl fools in the wor d. O tell young met N 
„ from me, that r is Az dangerous anti 


* coftly ſin,” Kc. 


Turner on Providence, gives an accbunt' of one E 


mund Kirk, vintper, executed at Tyburn, Joly 11th 
1648, for murdering his wife: who, in his confeffion, la 
tieabed: his frequent profanation of the Lord's day; 


* Upon which holy day faith he, I committed th 


% heioous fin of murdering my poor wife.“ Thu 
one fin was "puniſhed with another, Sabbath-breaking 


with murder, and that with the allows. Like wiſe 


he tells of another, executed May 25th, 1687, for tlick, 


Wo, in his confeſſion,” ſaid, „That it was his earnel 


18 deſire, that all, young men eſpecfally, ſhould tale 
„ tare not to milpend the Lord's day And the . 


thor's remark is, That he doth not know that ever ht 


obſerved any repentance in a malefactor, who did not 
bitterly. lament his neglect K Kis dury to God on thit 


c Guy. 


IX. In the laſt place, The diſpenſations of Divine 
providence may be brought in, as giving ſuffrage to 
the ſanctification of the Lord's day. God hath high 


ly honoured this day, by doing many mighty works 


upon it: on this day he created the light, and bega 


to make the world; ou this day he gave the law fron 


mount Sinai, as Grovivs obſerves. - Nay, it is affirmed 
by an antient counci] held at Conſtantinople, Counc. 6. 


Can. 8. That Chriſt was born on the Lord's day, 


„and the Star ſhined to the wiſe men on it. Chril 


fes the five thouſand with the five loaves and 1 


wn fihes on this day; that he was baptized, roſe {rod 


dme dead, and ſent. down the Holy Ghoſt on this 
day.“ And ſome of the antients have further affirm- 
4, that whatſoever notable thing was dene in the 
orld, the Lord ordered it ſo, was done to the hononr 
Sf this day. Thus God hath conſecrated the firſt day 
WS the week, or Chriſtian Sabbath, by doing ſo many 
e his wonderful works upon it; to intimate to us, 
at it is his will we ſhould. ſanctify this day, and ob- 
re it weekly, for publiſhing and proclaiming his 
orthy acts, and keeping up the memory of Chriſt's 
Wativity, paſſion, reſurrection, &c, to the end of the 
World, without inſtituting days of our own for theſe. 
Moreover, there are various diſpenſations from God, 
oth of - mercy and judgment, that conclude for the 
bſerration of this holy day. The gracious provi- 
ences that attend the conſcientious obſervers of che 
ord's day, are moſt remarkable. On theſe the 
ord pours down the gracious influences of his Spirit 
his ordinances diſpenſed this day; he eminently. ' 
lefſeth them with increaſe of grace, . tenderneſs of 
onſcience, and holineſs of life; and with all his beſt 
leſlings, / both ſpiritual and temporal. God hath now 
dr theſe 700 years paſt granted all his churches thro? 
de world many fignal marks of his favour and preſence | 
obſerving the Lord's day, which they could not 
ave Rs, had they been in an error in keeping it. 
low often hath he poured out his Spirit upon them, 
den attending: ordinances on this day, and bleſſed. 
em with conviction.. converſion, and manifeſtations 


bis love? Nay, the univerſal experience of Chriſ- 
ns do teſtify, that all the bleſſings and mercies, 
5n omiſed to the obſervers of the Sabbath under the Old 
co W*liament, are now transferred and accompliſhed to the 


pers of the Chriſtian Sabbath; for the change of 


day being by Divine authority, the firſt day Sab- 
il doth lawfully ſucceed to all the privileges, pro- 
ö, and threatenings, formerly -pertaining to the 
on 


jenth day Sabbath, We ſec what bleſſings are to- 


— 


. refortnation is advanced, grace is multiplied, and aff 


en the throne of David, riding in chariots, and tt 


In teſtimony whereof, 1 ſhall here narrate the d 


va * Of the Als Infletion | 
miſed to the keeping of the Sabbath of old, both ſpi 
nitual and temporal; that is a remarkable word, er, 
xvii. 24, 26. If ye hatlow tho Sabbath day, to do 1 
 avork therein, then they ſhall come from the cities 7 
Jadab, and all other places, bringing burnt- offering: i 
and Jacrificer, and meat-offerings, and intenſe, ani 
. bringing ſacrifices of praiſe unts Cow houſe of the Lord, 
i, e. When the Sabbath is duly obſerved, then the 
church ſhall flouriſh, religion ſhall be promoted, and i 
the name of God highly exalted. And do we na il 
Fee this promiſe viſibly accompliſhed to ſuch churches 
and perſons as ſtrictiy ſanctify the Lord's day? Among 
ſuch, Chriſtianity doth flouriſh, knowledge is increaſed 


conſcientious we is had to . the other duties of ne 
ion. 

- we gad temporal mercies end to the 
_ keeping of the Sabbath, Iſa. lviii. 13, 14. I thou un 
2 yy thy fort from the Sabbath, i. e. If thou ceaſel 
profaning it, Iwill cauſe thee to ride on the di 

| places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritag el 
Jacob thy father, i. e. Thou ſhalt be bleſſed Noi 
outward proſperity, and many earthly enjoyment 
This is again confirmed ig Jer. xvii. 24, 25. J 
diligently hearken unto me, "faith the Lord, to halln 
the Sabbath day, to do no work therein, then ſhall ther 
enter into the gates of this city kings and princes fitlin 


n NN 
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eity ſhall remain for ever, i. e. The nation and cit 
- fhall be blefſed with all ſecular and civil advantage 
Accordingly the people of God have found the 
lowing of the Lord's day ſenſibly proſperous to th 
with reſpe& to their ſecular affairs: when they hi 
diſcharged the duties of this day with a good confcienc 
it hath fared the better with them all the week ate 


perience of that excellent perſon, Sir Matthew fil 
Lord chief juſtice of the King's Bench in the reig 
Et ** Charles 15 who was both an eminent lau. 


ral and divine, he bath theſe words: “I have found 


« a due obſerving the duty of the Lord's day hath ever 
had joined to it a bleſſing upon the reſt of my. time; 
and the week that hath. been ſo begun, hath been 


+ ful and unkappy to my ſecular employments: ſo 
i that 1 could eaſily make an eſtimate of my ſuo- 
«ceſſes in my owa ſecular employments the week 
following, by the manner of my paſſing this day: 


of the times of his worſhip, I ever met with the 
+ beſt advantage to my. worldly occaſions; and that 


thoſe times, I ever met with diſappointment, though 


u iv ikings of the moſt probable fucceſs: and ever let 
it be fo with me. It hath been, and ever ſhall be 
sene a convition beyond all argument and de- 


u monſtration whatſoever, that God expects the ob- 
ſervation of his times; and that, while 1 find myſelf 
thus dealt with, God hath not given over his care 
of me. It would be a fad preſage unto me, of the 
| _ anger of my Makers if my inadvertence ſhould 

t me upon a te | undertakin this day, 
and bars Goals prdfver.” Thus the a 
d pious judge Hale, who ſpake from his own expe- 


dence, "$4 


. 


lation of this day, do give teſtimony to its divine 


f Ws of Be Lord's day. „ 
„ test divine, Ia his book called Contemplations 


+ (faith he) by a ſtrict and diligent obſervation, that 


© bleſſed and proſperous to me: and, on the other 
« fide, When I have been negligent of the duties of 
« this day, the reſt of the week hath been unſucceſs- 


* and this. I do not write lightly or inconfiderately, 
but upon a long and ſound obſervation and experi- 
| ence,” Again, in another place, he ſaith, „I thank 

© God, I ever found, that, in the ſtricteſt obſervation 


| whenever my worldly occaſions encroached upon 


jence, after long and critical obſervation of Divine pro- 
altel gaip, the jadgments which often follow upon the 
uthority. | How fad are the ſpiritual ſtrokes, though. 


tle noticed, which God inflis upon the ſlighters of 
u by giving them op 10-bardoels df b. 


54 / the Divine Inſtitution 
ſearedneſs of conſcience, and vile affections; fo tha 
commonly they fall into ſcandalous out- breaking 
and notorious crimes, proceeding from evil to worſe 
till they at length run themſelves into ſome fatal mi. 
chief! And, when men neglect to puniſh the profane. Wi 
tion of this day, the Lord uſually takes the ſword int | 
his own hand, and, by viſihle temporal judgment; Wl 
_ plagues the profaners of it. If the violation of th 
Jewiſh Sabbath was by à divine order, puniſhed wit 
death, under the law, Exod. xxxi. 15, ſurely the breavii 
of the Chriſtian Sabbath ſhall not. eſcape without ſonei 
ſignal marks of the divine vengeance, according to wil 
ſeripture threatenings, which are levelled againſt h 


one as well as the other, as I ſhewed beſore. Let us "ni 


forget that terrible denunciation of judgment, which 
we have in Jer. xvii. 27. But if you will not hart 
unto: me, .to'ballow the Sabbath day, and not to bear iii 
burden; even entering in at the gates of Feruſalem, a 8 
the Sabbath day: then auill 1 kindle a fire in the gau 
thereof, and it ſhall devour the palaces of Jeruſalem, ani 
it hall un be quenched. The Jews (as Auguſtine a 
; ſerves) fell generally into this grievous fin of profat: 
ing the Sabbath; for though they pretended; to hallot 
it, by forbearing ſervile labour upon it; yet, upon thit 
day above all days, they uſed to pamper the fleſh win 
cCarnal delights, and run into the exceſſes of glutto 
and drunkenneſs. Againſt: theſe ſins did our Saviot 
warn them; but, they perſiſting, the foreſaid dircti 
' threatening: was at length exactly fulſilled : for, op 
that very day, ſo abuſed by them, their regal city, Jh 
rufalem, the glory and maſter · piece of the whole cart 
Was burnt down to the ground by the Romans. 4 
- this:Hegiſippus and Dio obſerve to have been done & 
the Sabbath ** in ee about forty red aft 
Garne e 
And. doth not ha prophetical commination conc 
us, as well as the ſews? And have we not caule | 
fear the accompliſhment. of it ſor the breach of L 
Chriſtian Sabbath? Les, we *. found it to be 
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=. of the Lords day,” Tg 
ns 'impartial obſervers of God's judgments in the 
ond have remarked, that this ſin, viz. the breach of 
e fourth command; by the profane neglect of God's 
5 yorſhip upon the Lord's day, and the ſpending of this. | 
ee in open works of impiety, hath been frequent 
Whiſted upon cities and private perſons, by confamjing 
res that have happened upon this day: of which 
ey inftances might be given in this ſame iſland, 
ks well as other parts of the world That fiery pre- 
aon againſt Jeruſalem bath been oftner than once 
Wulfilled and executed upon the two capital cities there- 
f, many of whoſe inhabitants have been as -guilty of 
"Drofaning the day ſet apart for God's ſervice as ever 
e Jews were, In London this vice reigned, and 
ere it was dreadfolly puniſhed with a furious and 
bosiming fire in the year 666, which laid the moſt 
art of that great city, with its faireſt churches and 
uildings, in rubbiſh, in three days ſpace: and it is re» 
narkable, that that dreadful fire broke forth on the | 
Lore's day, very early in the morning, being the ſecond; 
ay of September.. 9 5 . 
Likewiſe in Edinburgh, where Sabbath-breaking ver 
vch abounded, (as appears by the acts of aſſembly: 
ade againſt that fin) the faireſt and ſtatelieſt of its 
uldings, in the Parliament cloſe, and about it, (ta- 
mich ſearce any in Britain were comparable) were, 
n the fourth of February 1900, (being the Lord's day): 
mt down and laid in aſhes and ruins, in the ſpace of 
ſew hours, to the aſtoniſhment and terror of the ſor- 
dwful inhabitants; whereof 1 myſelf was. an eye · wit - 
o: and the effects of that fire are viſible to this day. 
ea, ſo great was the terror and confuſion of that Lord's. 
ay, that the people of the city were in no caſe to attend: 
y ſermon or public worſhip upon it, though there 
u a great number of worthy miniſters conveened in. 
le place, (beſide the reverend miniſters of the city): 
ay to have prayed with-or-preached to the people on: 
i fad vecalion; for the general afſembly was fitting: 
is at the time: but the diſmal caſe of the city: made. 
J NS 
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-56 ile Divine. Inflitution 
this impraQicable. However, the Lord himſelf, by tha 
flent Sabbath, did loudly. preach to all the inbabitanM 
of the city, ſerting Forth to them, in a moſt awakeniy 
manner, the great ſin and danger of irreligious negled. 
ing of God's worſhip upon the Lord's day, and prota i 
ing it, by doing their own” works, and . i ow 
_ Pleaſures, be. 
1 have read of the. town of Stratford. upon Ava, f 
that it was twice, upon the Lord's day, almoſt cop 
ſiumed with fire, chiefly for profaning the Lord's s dy, 
and contemning his word in the mouth of his faithful 
miniſter. The like alſo . be told of ſeyeral town 
in Scotland. | 
Dr Beard, in his Theatre of God's judgments, telk 
us of the town of Feverton in Devonſhire, that was of 
ton admoniſhed by her godly paſtor, that God woull 
bring ſome heavy judgment upon the inhabitants of thx 
Place, for their profanation of the Lord's day. oc» 
Loned chiefly. by preparing for their weekly mark, Bi 
Which they then held on the Monday, Accordingly, 
very ſoon after the ſaid miniſter's death, on the 34 d 
April 1598, God fent a terrible fire, which in lei 
than half an hour, conſumed the *whole town, exceft 
the church, the. court-houſe, alms-houſes, and a fer 
poor peoples dwellings ; where a man might have ſe 
four hundred dwelling-houſes all at once on fire a1 
above fifty perſons conſumed in the flames. But tie 
remaining inhabitants, not taking warning by the ſo 
mer judgment, but continuing in the ſame fin, the tout 
was again fired on the (5th of Auguſt 1612, (fourten 
. years after the former fire) and all conſumed, exceꝶ 
A few poor houſes, The hiſtorian adds, that tbey 
blind who ſee not in this the finger of God; and he praj 
for grace to the people of that city, when it is new 
built, to change their market · day, and to remove all os 
3 caſions of profaning the Lord's day. 
- "De T wils on the Sabbath, relates a ne FR that hap 
pened -in,, Bedford-ſhire, not long before his writinf 
that: book. A match at foot ball 2008 appointed d 
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ih Lord's di, , 
. Sabbath ; afternoon,” whilſt twö of the moſt for- 
Ward were in the belfrey, tolling of a bell, to call the 
Wompany together, there was ſuddenly. heard a clap uf 
Whunder, and a flaſh of lightning was ſeen by ſome that 


is the church porch, coming through a dark lane, 


boch flaſhed in their faces, and much terrified them: 
nd, paſhng through the porch into the belfrey, it 
ripped up his heels that was tolling the bell, and ſtruck 
Wim ſtark dead; and the other that was with him was 
Ho ſorely blaſted therewith, that ſhortly after he died 
7 ᷣͤ K ³˙· 0 
ur Clark, in his father's life, p. 128, bath a very 
Wraoge paſſage to this purpoſe: Mr Hugh Clark, 
{reaching at Oundle in Northampton-ſhire, where the 


oople were. generally very ignorant, and much addicted 


che profanation of the Lord's day, by Whitſon ales, 
Worice dances, and ſuch paſtimes, which he much ſet 
imſelf againſt, endeavouring to convince them of 
We evil, and denouncing God's judgments againſt them 

caſe of perſeverance: but, they being trained up in 
hoſe courſes, and hardened: by cuſtom, perſiſted (till 


weir - wickedneſs. At laſt, on a Lord's day, the 


ader of the dance, being a luſty young man, in the 
dſt of their profane paſtime, fell down ſuddenly, 
nd died; but they, ſoon ſhaking off their fear, re. 
rned to their vomit again, The Lord's day follow- 
ig, Mr Clark took occaſion, from this fad diſpenſa- 
Fon, to quote the forecited text, Jer. xvii. 27. / thou 
ilt not hearken unto me, to hallow the Sabbath day, then 
ll [ kindle a fire, &c. But the people kicked. again 
tle admonitions, and that ſame evening went to their 

Jorts again; among whom was a ſmith that was a 
[ef ring-leader: but it pleaſed God, the very next 

ay, two huſband-men coming to his ſhop: to ſharpen - 
eir plough-ſhares, a- ſpark from the red<hot iron, as 

* was beating it upon the anvil, flew into the thatch, 
bich both the ſmith and his neighbours ſaw, but had 
power to move towards it; which preſently burnt 


Wn the Imith's ſhop, houſe, and all bis goods. | This bo 4% 


* 
ty. 
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48 ' - Of ths Divine Juſittution _ 
Me Clark preſſed upon their conſciences ; but nothin 
would prevail, till at laſt, upon a Sabbath day, at nigh, 
 /, "when. they were retired” to their ſeveral homes, then 
was heard à great noiſe, and rattling of chains up ani 
_ - down the town, which was accompanied with fuch \ 

. Imell and ſtink of fire and brimſtone, that many of 
| ©  *their guilty conſciences ſuggeſted to them, that th 
devil was come to fetch them away: and now, an 

„  . Hot till now, they began to think in good earneſt of! 

Mr Clark, in his Examples, tells of one Mr Abber 
ly, a godly miniſter in Burton upon Trent, who tock 

' _ occaſion often to reprove and threaten Sabbath-break 

ers, eſpecially ſuch as ſold and bought meat upon 
Sabbath day mornings, a practice too common in that 

' Place. Nevertheieſs, there was a taylor, that duel 
in the upper end of the town, who would go througi 
the long ſtreet (as it were in a bravado) to the other 
end of the town, and fetch home meat on the Lord\ 
day morning; but, as he returned with both his hand 
full, in the midſt of the ſtreet he fell down ſtark dead, 
I was (ſaith Dr Teate) an eye-witoeſs, both of hu 
fall and burial: and it pleaſed God thereby to work 

' 28 reformation both among the butchers and & 

| 3, : 3 W ; „ 
Alſo che relates, from one Mr Falconer, miniſter « 

© Burford near Saliſbury, a fearful example of God's jib 
dice, about the year 1635. A profane company « 
young men, on the Lord's day, early in the morning 
went to Clatingdon. park to cut down a May:-pok; 
and having loaden the cart with it, at Milner's Bath 
entering into the city of Saliſbury, one of the cart 
' wheels fell into a rut, which made the young tree it 

. the cart (which they had ſole for a May-pole) to gut 

' - great ſurge on one ſide, ſo that it ſtruck one of th 
Company ſuch a blow on the head, that beat out hit 

brains, and he inſtantly died on the place, and t 
there a fearful ſpectacle of God's wrath, both agun 
hat heatheniſn ſport, and wilful profaning. of the 3% 
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WW: their ſport and paſtime, to be the inſtrument of 


[ oing to Sarum; and many godly: and credible perſons; 


SC CES 


to be ſo as above narrated. 


;dith,/ a gentleman, having been pained in his feet, 


lied, That he doubted not but to dance about the 
lay: pole next Lord's day; but, before he moved ont 
f that place, he was ſmitten with ſuch feebleneſs of 
eart, and dizzineſs in his head, that, deſiring help 


ame, FER 
Dr Twiſs on the Sabbath, ils That at a place cal 


ad his leg broke, which preſently gangrening, he- forth» 


ire, a luſty young woman (upon the coming forth 
f the declaration for ſports) went on the Sabbath» 
ay to a green not far off, where the ſaid, ſhe would 


thin two or three days after ſhe died. 
Beard, in his Theatre, writes of a certain nobleman 


mon, who had a child by his wife with a dend like 1 
og, and it howled like a hound. 211 


lark. He gives an account of a godly miniſter, that 
cation of the Sabbath; and, in his fermon, he had 


cahon to make oo of that man, that, by the 
jecial commandment of God, was ſtoned to death 


| of the Lord's 4. qo 
. whillt be maketh the very thing they had choſen 


eecuting his fury. The author faith, that he diligent- 
del after the truth of this matter, at bis firſt 


no had ſeen that ſad ſpectacle, in his e Aue | 
Alſo, in the county of Devon, ane Edward a: 


nd being ſomewhat recovered, / one ſaid unto, him; 
e was glad to ſee him ſo nimble. Ameridith re- 
carry him to an houſe, he died before the "tec my | | 
d Tidworth, on the Sabbath day, many being met tos 


ether, to play at foot - ball in the church-yard, one 


th died thereof. Likewiſe at Alceſter in Warwick - 


ance as long as ſhe” could Nand : but, while he wn 
ncing, God ſtruck her with a violent diſeaſe, whereaf | 


bat uſed to go a hunting on the Lord's days, in time of 


1 ſhall-conclude with one example more 9 Mr 


ve day was preaching, and earneſtly preſſing the ſancti- 


r gathering ſticks on the Sabbath day. Whereupon | 
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one in the congregation. was ſo wicked as to riſe 
the church, and went to gatheriog of ſticks, though he 
out from the ſermon, they found him in their wy, 
lying ſtark dead, with the bundle of ſticks in his arm 


- Theſe inſtances of divine vengeance, inflicted upa 


much to confirm us in the belief of the divine inf 


there is a judgment-day to come: but nevertheleſs þ 
| there is a God that judgeth in the earth. 


Many more examples might be brought, if it wer 
* needful, from all corners of the land; but I truly 


| Chrif}, and believes the holy ſcriptures, but will n 
cing demonſtrations of the neceſſity of ſanctifying 


Lord's day, and honouring it as God's Sabbath, to d 
end of the worx ed. e 


| felted bimſelf to his diſciples, and taught them his vi 


and laugh; yea, made all the haſte he could out d 


had no need of them: but, when the people cane 


the profaners of the Lord's day, may contribute very 


tution of this holy day; and likewiſe may ſerve to wan 
all ranks and degrees of perſons, to guard againſt th 
contempt and violation of the Lord's day, The Lon 
indeed exerciſeth great long ſuffering and patience wiſh 
wards many nototious Sabbath-breakers, to ſhew us thi 


makes monuments of ſome, to let us know that ver 


lieve, there are few. ſerious obſervers of providene 
but might relate many ſad inſtances of the diſcore 
of God's diſpleaſure againſt the profanation of th 
Lord's day, from their own / experience and obſer 
wa. %% (( 

Aſter all, I hope, there is none that fears God, lou 


theſe arguments which I have adduced, to be con 


Now, to ſum up the whole, Jet us lay all theſe t 


i gether : the ſolid grounds for the morality of en 
fourth command, the weighty reaſons for. the change 
the day, and the ſpecial marks of honour that Ch 


hath put upon this holy day ; it being the day in whi 
he firſt made the light to ſhine, the day wherein 4 
the Sun of righteouſneſs aroſe, diſpelling the clouds 
guilt and fear; the day he ſubdned his enemies, mit 
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e day he fent the Holy Ghoſt to his apoſtles; the day 
+ hath called by his own name, and reſerved for his 
on nſe; and upon which he holds ſpecial communion 
ith his people, and vouchſafes them the marks of his 
pyal favour; the day which God highly honours by 
js providential diſpenſations.— And will it not then be 
aged an high affront to Almighty God, to pour con- 
mpt on that day which he delights to honour ? Surely 
ought to be matter of grief to all true lovers of God, 
hen they ſee it done. We are told, that, when one 

f Darius? eunuchs ſaw Alexander ſetting his feet on a 
ch table of his maſter's he fell a weeping; and being 


(4 


eed the reaſon of it, he ſaid, It was to ſee the table 


of his maſter, ſo highly eſteemed, now made a foot- 
ſtool.” And may we not weep to ſee the day that 


Jod hath honoured and bleſſed, and for which he is (6 


jghly concerned, made a footſtool, and trampled on by 
many profane perſons in our days? To be ſure, God 
ill not fit with ſuch open affronts as he gets from ſome 
this matter., Wap He 
Thus, I think I have demonſtrated the morality of the 
urth command, and the divine inſtitution of the Lord's 
for our Chriſtian Sabbath; which, by neceſſary con- 
quence, proves the abolition of the Jewiſh ſeventh 
ay Sabbath: for though there were no other ſcripture« 
urant for aboliſhing the old Sabbath, (which never- 
elels there is, as I ſhewed before) yet ſeeing it is e- 
dent that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; the Lord of the Sab- 
ach, hath, by his reſurrection, example, and authority, 
Ir ever conſecrated the firſt day of the week, for the 
emu remembrance and celebration of the Lord's reſt 
om the great work of redemption, and of that unpa- 
lleled deliverance wrought by him for a loſt world, 
thereby hath ſet apart the firſt day for our Sabbath 
„, of courſe, the old ſeventh day muſt cede, and 
gn its ſanctity to it, and be for ever abrogated. The 
riſtian Sabbath muſt neceſſarily extinguiſh the Jewiſh, 


ma King the two Sabbath days cannot ſtand in force to · 


© 8 : 


— 4 
: 
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| gether; + for, by virtue of the fourth command, then 


is but one day of ſeven to be obſerred for the Sabbath, ll 
one day only after ſix working days, and not tuo 
after ſiye. And ſince it is the antient and unrepeael 
inſtitution of God, that men ſhovld- labour fix days 
of the week, and obſerve but one day for the Sabbath; 
then, - ſorely, if we ſhould labour but five days of the 
week, and keep two for the Sabbath, we would expreſg 
violate the law. . So: that no Chriſtian. needs to hays 
the leaſt Fete 08 the gen ee of the Jewiſh vb 
bath. 
ut though thoakentth day e een of ity 
ſangity, hath no more claim to the Sabbath, having te. 
ſigned all its dignity and privileges to the Grit day of 
the week, the New Teſtament Sabbath; yer ſlill it hath 
the hope of uſhering it in, and of ſerving as a Pres 
paration day for it. As the Jewiſh” typical worſhip 
unſhered in the evangelical ſpiritual worſhip ; and the 
Jewiſh deliverances from Egypt and Babylon were pre 
paratory to that more glorious and general one fron 
hell and deſtruction by Jeſus Chriſt, which is this day 
a _ "commemorated. So the Jewiſh ſeventh day Sabbath 
- ſerves to uſher in and prepare us for the glorious feli- 
val of the Chriſtian Sabbath, which is to continue 
while Chriſt hath a church upon earth, being the. on 
day appointed to be kept in remembrance. of him, and 
as ſerving to uſher in and prepare us for that far more 
glorious and celeſtial Sabbath vote wg ſhall neret 
have an end. 
O O: then endeavour, 1 all means, to get and keep up 
a high eſtcem of the Lord's day, that day which God 
bath exalted above all the days of the week, and abore 
all the Jewiſh Sabbaths and feſtivals whatſomever. 0 
ihem, is "compariſon of the Lord's day, we may lays 
in alluſion to that word, Heb. i. 11, 12. They periſh 
. but thou remaineſi; ad they all wax old like a gat men 
and as a veſiure thou haſ} folded them up, and they art 
changed; but theu ſhalt (maugre all the malice of me 
| and devils) continue the Js and "rl yew ou not faik 


—_ Ra 
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heſe were but as morning ſtars, to uſher ia the ſun, 
diker feſtivals, in all their royalty, are not arrayed like 
hee; + All the graces triumph in thee; all the ordinan- 
es conſpire to adorn thee; the ſacred Trinity do de- 
oht in thee: the Father ruleth thee, the Son roſe upon 
ee, and the Spirit hath overſhadowed thee. Thus #s it 
ne to the day which the King of heaven delighteth ta 
aneur. And what ſhall be done to the man that de- 
johteth to diſhonour and put contempt upon thee? _ 
Surely, as God will not hold him guiltleſ5 that breaks 
e third command, by taking his name in vain; ſo he 
ill not hold him guiltleſs that breaks the fourth com- 
andment, by ſpending his day in vain, And though 
he breakers of this commandment may eſcape puniſh- 
gent from men, or may even eſcape outward judgments 
rom God in this world; yet there is a day coming, when 
e will call them to account for it. Oh finners ! the day 
ff the Lord is like to be a dreadful day to you that de- 
biſe the Lord's day. © e 


QUESTION vi. 


Vhat is that proportion of time which is to be ſequeflrated 


e and allowed for the Sabbath day? and when doth it 
j begin and end ? ER A F O | 
: | 


ANSWER. 


The fourth command requires one day in every ſe- 
en; by which we are not to underſtand only the ar- 
feial day from ſun-rifing to ſun- ſetting, or from the 


dd think then the Sabbath is over, and that we are 
0 longer bound to abſtain from our own works; and 
ar leſs are we to think that the Sabbath is no longer 
an the time of public worſhip doth laſt, and that we are 
t freedom from the work and duties of the Sabbath 
den that is over: this ſome ſay in words, and many 
nore in their practice. 5 9 0 


o 


8 * 


vl 


1 


teak of day until the darkneſs of the night come on, 
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But, Wen what abſurdities would ſollow bert 
upon: for, if no more time be allowed for the Sab- 
bath, but the time of public worſhip 5 then it would 
follow, that God requires: no private or ſecret duties 
from us on that day, ſince theſe will need ſome more 
time: but that cannot be; for, if private and ſecret 
duties be required of us on veel bs" then much more 

on the Sabbath day. | 

Again, it would follow, that has muſt keep "Wa per 

Sabbaths, and others ſhorter ; nay, the Sabbath of ma. 
ny ſhall not be above an hour or two of the day; for 
there are miniſters and people who are ſcarce ſo long 
at public worſhip: but the whole day is the Lord', 
and not a part only, You will have your ſervants to 
work the whole fix week days for you, from morning 
to night, and not be contented with their working a 
hour or two only of theſe days: ſo neither ſhould you 

- yield leſs to God than you require for yourſelves. Nay, 

if attendance on the public worſhip were all that is re 
quiſite this day by virtue of the command, it would fob 

low, that a man would be looſed from the obligation of 
the command, if he were in a place * the world whert 
God is not publicly worſhipped. 

But all theſe things being abſurd, 1 do upon (oli 
ground aſſert, that the whole natura day, conſiſting 
of twenty four hours, is to be ſet apart for the $ab- 
bath day; and that we ought to meaſure. this day, and 

begin and end it as we do other days, that is, fron 

midnight to midnight; during which time we are to 
ablſlain from our own works, and ſanctify the Lord 

Sabbath; for the fourth command binds us to conſe- 
_ crate. the ſeventh part of every week to the Lord, 
Who challengeth a ſpecial property in one of ſeven, 
andi aſſerts- his juſt title thereto, ſaying, the ſeventl 
dap is the Lord's: and alſo, Ia, lyii 13. he expreſo 

calls it, My holy day. It is all holy; and therefore 
no part muſt be profancd or applied to common uſes; 

hi all the Lord's; and lo it is ane! for u 
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ate uſe. 


uur hours in religiour duties? 


Jay is to be reſerved for the natural ſupport of our 


pwed on the Sabbath, as well as other days; with 
his difference only, that, whereas they are done on 


lone on the Sabbath to ſtrengiben us for holy duties; 


either can the doing thereof be called a taking of 
od's time to our own uſe, ſince this contributes to 
ur better ſpending of God's time, and is truly ne- 
efary,for God's ſervice on the Sabbath. But, beſides- 
e time requiſite for the works of neceſſity and mercy, 


nto the Lord, and ought to be employed in religious 
uties; and not a part of the day only : both Sabbath 


0 Worning and Sabbath night ſhould be ſpent in prayer 
c praiſes, as is plain from the 902d pſalm, which is 
„. euled, 4 pſalm or [ing for the Sabbath day, ver. 1. 
10nd yer, 2. we are told, that it is good to give thanks . 


nlo the Lord, and ſheww forth bis loving-kindneſs in 
le morning, and bit faithfulneſs every night. . But 
pre of this afterwards, when I come directſy to treat 
[the ſanctiſication of the Sabbath. And, before I do 


bis, 1 judge it neceſſary to anſwer ſome objections 
el 


0 Waoge of the day. 
ore 
ſes. 


y of the Sabbath, 1 ſhall conſider what they lay. 


Some objections a gainſ the former dodtrine anſwered. 
H 2 


0 rob bim of any part of it, and alienate it to our kri- 2 
Object But ae able to e the whole twenty f 

Anſw, I do bot ſay that this is to be done 1 8 
ny intermiſſion; for we do not this in following our © 

mployments on other days: a que proportion of every 
dodies, and particularly for moderate eating and ſleep- 
ng. which are works of neceſſity, and muſt be al- 


ther days to enable us for labour, they are to be 


nd ſo cannot properly be called our own works : 2 


he whole natural day, as above deſcribed, is holy , 


ought againſt the morality of the Sabbath, and * 


Quakers, Familiſts, and others holding that there is 0 
o difference of days, and ſo denying-the divine autho- 
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Object. 1. Every day ought tobe a Sabbath 1 fo a Cin 


tian, and ſo there is no need of a ſet day, © 
Anſ. Though Ghriftians ſhould ſerve God, and wal 
with him every day, yet they cannot make every dy 
a2 Sabbath for the public worſhip of God, ſince God call 
them to other neceſſary work and buſineſs thereupay, 
Which are inconſiſtent with the . aua emploſ. 
ment of the Sabbath. 
Object. 2. Paul, in his epifile to the Galatian: a 
| , * elſewhere, condemns the oat a 27 days under th 
Neu Teflament. | 
1 Anſ. The Apoſtle e only of the Jewiſh Sth 
bath and feſtivals, which were ſhadows of thing: t 
come, and aboliſhed by Chriſt's coming; but not of the 
Lord's day, which the Apoſtle himſelf obſerved, and di 
particularly recommend to the Galatians their oblern 
tion, 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2. 
Object 3. The Sabbath wat given ar a type or /m 
only to the Jews; therefore it muſt be aboliſhed with 
be reſt of their types and ceremonies, © 
Anſ. 1, The Sabbath is indeed ſaid to be given u 
a ſign betwixt God and his people, Ezek, xx. 12. But 
that is not confined to the people of the Jews, (except 
ꝝs to the ſeventh day Sabbath only, of which I ſpoke! 
fore) but to be extended to all God's s people to the en 
ol the world. | 
| 2. There is a great diference betwixt a Fr ign and 
ceremony, which is an alterable thing. The raindot 
s called a ſign, Cen. ix. God's moral precepts are cali 
ſigns, Deut. vi. 8. Yet none will ſay, that 'thele att 
ceremonies, or alterable things. 
3. Some ſigns are ceremonial and alterable; the 
| are moral and perpetual ; the Sabbath is not 2 ff 
of the firſt, but of the latter ſort. Indeed, all it 
ſigus and types of the ſacrifice of the Meſhah, and jv 
 Miification by Chriſt to come, were nailed all to tif 
croſs with him, and abrogated; but all ſigns were dal 
of this kind. The rainbow is given as a fign of tl 
world's * from a Nas and is Fake 


* # * 


he ten Andes are given as e Ggns' of 
vr obedience, and ate perpetual, and fo is the Sybbath, 
deed the Sabbath is of a more peculiar ſign than any 
the reſt of the commands, and therefore is ren 
ally called a fign ſeveral times in ſcripture. 


cople,: the Sabbath is a great bleſſing and privilege to 
hem; for. which Nehemiah gives God thanks in a 


ard. 


xr the people of Gd. 5 
3. The religious obſervation of the Sabbath is a de- 


le Sabbaths and ſigns, that they might know that he 
23 the Lord that ſanctified them. So that it is plain 


be Jews, 


no holineſs in days, one time is got better than ano» 
her; and therefore the Sabbath doth not di Her Iren 
ber days in the week. 


Anſ. 1 grant, one day is not holier chan another in 
han another) yet it may be holier in reſpe& of its uſe» 
K deſigned and appropriated to God's uſe and ſervice, 


r this would be ſacrilege, which is a heinous crime. 
ence it is, that the Lord doth expreſs]y call the * 
ath a holy day, Ia. lviii. 13, 


pre religious and godly at one time than anether ? 
j 

the 
not 
the 


' 
| 
N Pl 


o give ourſelves more to religion, and to expreſs it 


N 3 


e eee e do... 


1. It is a ſign of God's ſpecial love and favour to bis | 


cal manner, Neb. i IX. 14. of which. more after- 
2, It is a fign of chat eternal reſt above, provided 

larative ſign of our ſanctification; therefore it is ſaid © 
rod. xxxi. and Ezek. xx. that the Lord gave his peo= 


rom theſe, that the Sabbath is a bgn do us 2s well as io 


Object. 4. But, ſay Graber abt bir ſetaries, there " 


ſelf, (as one place i is not more holy in its own nature 
bus the Sabbath day hath a relative holineſs in it, as 


id therefore muſt not be alienated to uſes of our own z 


Anſ. There are ſometimes that Gd requires us 


lore by outward acts of worſhip, than at other times. 
grant, that we ought always to be religious, and to 
rye 18 r God every day of the week J bu 


Object. 5. But ( ſay they ) doth God require t us ts be : 


5 y 
q | 
; "BE 
« 
7 


', + *God, in bis wiſdom; hath thought fit to ſer apin 1 


| -— ſons of his ſo doing, 1 mentioned before, 


| God did bid or forbid our firſt parents, in a ſtate of in 


|; Sabbath throughout their arab ont fer a per pelus 
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certain ſeaſon, wherein he requires more of the ſolem 
external and viſible exerciſes of religion, and perfor 
| mance of holy duties, than at other times, The res 


Some objections a the change of the duy anſwered, 
Object. 1. The ſeventh day Sabbath wat inſtituted in 
the ſtate of innocency: as it is to be held as mir, 
and unalterable. 
An The inſtitution of the Sabbath, or conſe 
tion of one day in ſeven to the Lord, may be hence cen 
| cluded moral and perpetual, fince the reaſon and prom 
of it is ſuch, as was ſhewed before; but i it will not fob 
low, that the determination of the preciſe day of th 
| Week is moral and unalterable alſo, ſince the Lawgirer 
who appointed it, not only could, but actually hat 
altered it, as was ſhewed already. Every thing thal 


nocency, was not moral, or unalterably good or ej 
- in itſelf, as appears from the inſtance of prohibiting t 
eat of the tree e the knowledge of good and evil; thi 
was a law merely poſitive, __ alterable in itſelf L 
| Though the Sabbath of the ſeventh day was appointed 
in the ſtate of innocency, and probably would have con 
-  tinued usdalterably, if the fall had not interveencd 
and no greater work than that of the creation had beet 
wrought: yet, after the fall, God made the ſe ven 
day Sabbath peculiar to the old oeconomy or diſpenls 
tion of the covenant, and alterable together with i 
upon his accompliſhing the fas More glorious work 0 
our redemption, 
Object. 2. The Vraelites ars injoined to obferee th 


” covenant, Exod, XXXIi. 16. 
Anf. 1. This may be underſtosd of the Sabbath inde 
. knitely, and not of the ſeventh day Sabbath. 
2. Grafting the ſeyenth day Sabbath were meall 


# 7 
: 
* 


eee 


ere, yet the petpetuity attributed to it is dot abſolute, 
at periodical, denoting only a great length of time; 
or fo we find it aſcribed to circumeiſion, the ſhew- 
bread, and other things which were to be aboliſhed, 
object. 3. There is no expreſs precept for keeping the 


* 


briftian Sabbath in the New Teftament. 
| Anſe 1. The Lord doth not give expreſs command 
or every particular duty in his word, but hath, thought 
t ſufficient to afford us plain ſcripture conſequences, 
bence we may gather it. | 
2. There was no peed of any new expreſs precept 
o be left on record, ſince all Chriſtians underſtand 
hemſelves ta be exprefsly obliged by the fourth com- 
hand to obſerve one day of ſeven, as a Sabbath unts 
he Lord. And, for the particular day, the example 
f Chriſt,. and of his apoſtles, (who delivered nothing 
ut what they received from their Maſter, 1 Cor, xi. 
4.) was ſuſicient to enter the church upon the uni- 
rm obſervation thereof: and, being once begun, they 
ould not eaſily miſtake in the continuance of it. The 
cripture indeed mentions the change of the day, and 
de keeping of the Chriſtian Sabbath, but briefly, apd 
ſhort hints, becauſe it was a thing univerſally notout 
%% „ 
Theſe things, concerning the morality and perpe - 
al obligation of the law for the Sabbath, being pre- 
led; I come, in the next. place, to the chief thing 
dich 1 deſigned to handle, viz. The ſanctification of 
e Sabbath: and there to ſhew, particularly, how 
ns holy day ſhould be ſanRified in a due and ſuitable 


Concerning the Sanctißcation of the Sabbath, 


| HERE is a twofold ſanctifieation of the Sabbath 
mentioned in the fourth command ; the one by 
, the other by man. | J 


\ 
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"the Sabbath day, and hallowed it. His bleſhng and hal 
lowing the day are both of the dime, and bei 
theſe two things: 


—— 


and his ſetting it apart from common unto ſacred uſq 
* and employments. He hath honoured it with his royal 
ſtamp, and conſecrated i it for the work of heaven. 


on he doth remarkably bleſs and ſanctify men, by fl. 
- ling his ordinances with the ſpecial bleſſings and gracet 


landiification, 1 


| Fs is our duty on this day to meet together, and blel 
£© God; fo it is God's promiſe this day to. meet with uy 


ol his Sabbath, grant them his preſence, and make then 
. Joyful in his houſe of prayer, 


which is required of us: this is either negative or po- 
ST  fitive, The firſt conſiſts in à holy reſt; the ſecond in 
' holy exerciſes upon the Sabbath, 


- ſome cautions for the right underſtanding of the fourth 
command, and for preventing miſtakes, Wherefote, 
when God doth here appoint us fix days of the week 
for our labour, and one day for his worthip, we mu 


ol our ſix days is to'be ſpent in religious exerciſes: for 
under the law, there were ſet portions of every de 
conſecrated to divine worſhip in the tabernacle au 


the Sabbath may be ſer apart for imploting God's met 
ep in time of diſtreſs, or returning thavks to God fe 
| ſome ſpecial favour or deliverance, when the provi 


* of God "calls us to it; ** ve 20 Cod ig 


- — — — — — —u— — a « 
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As for the firſt, God hatht already ſanctißed i it, ar 
ed in the cloſe of the command; The Lord bleſed 


1. The Lord's diſtiaguihing this day from othery, 


2, His pitching upon the Sabbath as the day where 


of his holy Spirit, and. ning them effectual to ou 
This is a bleſſed Poe and « day of 8 for, u 


and bleſs us. He will rain bleſkngs upon the obſerver 


As to the ſecond, the n 4 the Sabbath, 


Before I proceed to handle theſe, I ſhall lay down 


not think that it is God's meaning: , That no par 


temple, 
Nor, 2dly, deiche he mean that. no ie day beſide 


of the Sabbath, 71 
If injoiging the obſervation of other days beſide the ſe- 
nth, Exod. xxxiv. Lev. xxiii. Numb. xxviii. and com- 
anding ceſſation from labour on thefe days. It is not 

he deſign of the fourth command to lay us under a fe- 
mptory-or indiſpenſible obligation of labouring in all 
he ſix days throughout; but only to injoin us not to la- 
hour on any other day but theſe fix days, and to do all our 
orks upon them, fo as we be not hindered from ſerv· i 
59 n in a « ſolemn manner on the ſeyenth, | 


. 


SECTION . 
| Gneerning the boly ref 1 te on the Sabbath. 


HIS boly 1 (ell upon the Sabbath. conſiſts in a total 
abſtinence from all worldly employments and re- 
reations; and from whatever work, buſineſs or action, 
hat may any wiſe prove a hinderance to the worſhip and 
ervice of Cod upon that day. This is plain, not only 
rom the fourth command itſelf, but from many other 
criptures, particularly Fer, xvii. 24. 1a, lviti, 13. 
| ſhall here propoſe lome oa 1 8 this on 
o be e | 


QUEST ON £2 
dre no yore of works lawful on the Sabbath day 5 


> 6, Oh N SWER. | 
There are three ſorts of work ordinarily excepted, 
n not prohibited by the fourth command, viz. the edn 
If piety, of mercy, and neceſſity. | 

| iff, The work of piety, that is, ſuch bodily actions: 
It labour as are neceſſary and ſubſervient to the per- 
ofmance of divine worſhip, or contribute to order or 
lecency therein; theſe are lawful and neceſſary on the 
babbath day: ſuch were the killing of beaſts, waſhing 
nd preparing of ſacrifices ; the convocating people to 
jorikip, by N we making ſhort * 


2 * Concerning the Santification © 

to attend worſhip, &c.-under the law. 80 now, wn 
the goſpel, miniſters tailing their bodies in preach 

and praying, people travelling to church, the ringing ( 
bells, and the like, are lawful on the Sabbath day, 
-.. 2dly, Works of mercy and charity are lawful th 
day. yea, and neceſſary alſo; for, ſeeing the Sabla 
is inſtituted as a memorial of God's great love af 
| - Mercy to us, we are bound upon it to ſhew char 
both to the fouls and bodies of men, and inercy u 
* the very beaſts alſo: ſo that the feeding our botiey 
our beaſts, and uſing means for the help of man or hel 
_ In'diſtreſs, and preſerving of their lives, the viſiting th 
fick, making collections for the poor, and the like, wt 
lawful on the Sabbath day: for the Jews had allowag 
for theſe under the law, ſo have we now under th 
goſpel. . - RC nr ar Oe 
3 3dly, Works of neceſſity and great conveniency, which 
could not be foreſeen, nor provided againit the dy 
before, nor cannot be delayed to another day; ſuc 
as fleeing from enemies, or defending ourſelves agail 
them; quenching of fire, dreſſing of meat, putting a 
our clothes, and the like; theſe are alſo lawful one ihe 
Sabbath. The Maccabees of old did not deciive to 
* fight on the Sabbath day, nor did the Jews long before 
their days: for the Jewiſh writers tell us, that th 
overthrow of [Jericho was on the Sabbath; which 
alſa ſeems to be founded upon Joſh. vi. z, 4. where 
it is ſaid, They ſhall compaſi the city fix days ; and u 
be ſeventh day the walls of the city ſhall fall drun 
dA and the people ſhall aſcend up every man ſtraight b!/1 
in. Only take theſe cautions goncerning ſuch works 
ſee that the neceſſity be real and not pretended, and 
that ye have no ſecret complacency in its fall 
dt. Take heed that it be not a neceſſity of your owl 
bripging, and which you might have foreſeen anc 
prevented the week before, And, when ye are doin 
theſe, works of neceſſity and mercy, endeavour { 
 - keep, your hearts in a ſpiritual frame as much as yougs 
can, and ſtudy to do them without giving ſcandal! d 


8 
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ave to others, and then diſpatch them as plc: as 
Wſbly you can, that ye my * the main work 
the Pg” | _ 


— Ek S TI O N U. | 
bat are theſe works and actions, then, from which we ; 
5 wy ref and ee hon the Sabbath ? 


| ANS WE R. | | 
We muſt not only take ſpecial care this day to ab- 
in from all ſuch ſinful works and actions as are un- 
wul upon any day; but we muſt alſo reſt from all 
vridly buſineſs and actions, whether employmenrs or 

creations, although they be ſuch as are lawful on . 

Ser days. But more particularly: 1 
I. We muſt reſt from all ſorts of ſervile work or 

uldly employments that tend to our profit or- ad- 
ntage; ſuch as, making of journies, merchandizing, 
travelling to markets, carrying of | burdens, filbing, 
ding of mills, ploughing, ſowing, reaping, &c and in“ 
word, all parts of mens ordinary callings. See Neh. 
i, 16, 16, 17. and downwards; In thoſe dass ſaw 
in Judah ſome treading wine-preſſe on the Sabbath, 
bringing in ſheaves, and lading afſes: as als. 
ine-graper, and figs, and all manner of burdens, which 
oy brought into Jeruſalem en the Sabbath day: and! 
lified againft them in the day where they ſold viduals, 
ere dwelt men of Tyre alſo therein, which brought 
and all manner of ware, and ſoldumn the Sabbath 
to the children of Fudah and ia Jeruſalem. Then 1 
ended with the nobles of Judab, and ſaid unto them,” 

hat evil thing is this that ye do, and profane the Sab- © 
th day? Did not your fathers thus, and did not our 
d bring all this evil upon us, and upon this city ® yet 
bring more wrath upon Iſrael by profaning the Sab- 
th, Ke. The Jews were ſtrictly prohibited to do 


IJ, the materials for the tabernacle muſt not be pre - 


\ 


ly work this day, even the leaſt work of any ſort; 
ana muſt not be gathered, nor a few ſticks to a fre; F 


* c / 
4 
. 
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Fi the Sabbath; and becauſe he knows the - eagerneſs of 


| encroach upon his holy day with their worldly labour 
he condeſcends. upon theſe ſeaſons wherein they bar 


time and in harveſt to reſt on the Sabbath, Exod. xxxit 


ſhadowed forth by that river in Judea, called the Sabbs 

tical river, becauſe it dried up and ceaſed from running e 
very Sabbath day: which not only Joſephus ſpeaks of 
baut alſo Pliny, Auguſtus Caeſar in his letter to Tiberm 
and others. Let none think that ſuch a total ceſſation 


oh vantage; for none were ever loſers in this reſpect, by lay. 


ſervice upon his own day. As God took care of 1irael 
* ſafety while they came up to Jeruſalem three times a yer 
to attend the ſolemn feaſts which he had inſtituted; 5 
iat at theſe times none of their enemies ſhould mak 
any attack u * them, or ſo much as deſire their cities, 


8 
7 
Wy” 


worldly affairs, through their dutiful obſervation of hi 
practice to be even profitable to them, with reſpect to 
their outward temporal eſtate: and there is good ground 
to think it will always be fo; for, the more conſciention 


_* bleſhog he may expect from God upon his labour on the 


2 Eager fram their own experience, as I have ſhewed betore. 


wu: worldly buſineſs, yet he will have fs in mid 


pared this day, Exod, xxxĩ. nor any thing that mighthe 
delayed or done upon another day This ceſſation vn 


from ſecular buſineſs would tend to their worldly difads 


ing afide their own labours to attend God's worſhip and 


according to his-promiſe in Exod.” xxxiv. 24. 80 will 
that ſame God, 'by his kind and watchful. providence 
take care that his people ſuftain no damage in their 


holy day. Nay, on the contrary, they have found thi 


any man is in ſanctifying the Sabbath day, the greater 
fix' days: and it is not your ewn labour or toil, but the 
bleſſing of God that maketh rich; Prov. x. 22. Judge Hake, 
and other godly perſons, have atteſted the truth of th 


The Lord; in his word, is. very peremptory and 
narticblar in injoining this ceſſation from labour al 


mens hearts upon the world, and their readinels tt 


moſt tentation thereto, and requires them in earing 


21. Though thoſe be the times when we are moſt thronf 


ly-to obſerve the NPE and 2 


he plex 


\eſe'feaſons, becauſe then we are under greater obli- 
tions, to ſtrict Keeping of the Sabbath, than at N 
in ws becauſe, OK 

The bodies of ſervants nd cattle ' are mor 
ad then; than at other times; and ſo have the more 
feed of teſt. 


0 improve the Sabbath the more dili 


$ bounty than at other times; ard! therefort 
— be the more thank ful to God * Bis tiercies, 

id eſpecially for Chriſt, the mercy of mercies, who 
one doth e purchaſe and [weeten all our mercies 
4 us. : " 

Now; is it not matter of geh regret, that (notch! 
anding God's ſpecial command, and our manifold obli- 
nous to the contrary) our churches, in many places, 
would » thinner, and fields thronger with idle people 


the — 8 
Obhect. When the wether is bo and tem- 


ing of food to man and beaſt?” 


being carried away, or loſt by the inundation of 


cauſe the diſpenſation. is extraordinary, the caſe not 


17 ordinary way. But, as for ſowing, reaping, or 
Mlheriog in ** the Sabbath, LS" be * 
1 


- obs e Fo”; * 


re of communion witli God in his ordinances 
2 joy of harveſt, and to expect that harveſt work 
| proſper the better for our religious obſervation of 
de 1 2 in harveſt time. Alſo the Lord ſpecifies 


2dly, People then have leſs time 10 werkiy God 10 
leir families and cloſets on week days, becauſe of 
de greatneſs of their labour; and therefore have need 
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30h, In harveſt we partake more of the Feaſts of 


therein in time of harveſt, than at other ti times | 
peſtuous through the week, doth it not become a work 
of neceſſity to ſow or reap on the Sabbath, for preſery- 

| Anſ. 1f ſome particular mens corns were in hazard 


wer, or the like, it were a work of neceſſity to en- | 
avour the preſervation of them upon the Sabbath 


mmon nor general, and the damage irrecoverable 
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day with their labour, let them conſider that God en 


9 neſs farther behind than their neighbours, who belien 


j 5 bis houſe — hs goods took fire, and ſo their labour wa 


x oh. 97 'the negative . darth 
ed from the ſeafon, or weather for it) 1 judge i it un 
awful, becauſe the caſe ß common and general; the 
hazard proceeds from the ordinary providence of God; 
and there is ground to expect God's ſending better 
weather, apcording to his gracious promiſe,” which we 
- ought not to diſtruſt, Gen. ix 22. While the earth rg 


maineib, ſeed-time and harveſt ſhall. not ceaſe. But if 
any diſtruſt. God's word, and incroach upon his holy 


all blaſt the works of their hands, and caſt their bu. 


and wait upon the Lord. I have a certain account d 
a rich farmer in this nation, not many years ago, whi 
in harveſt time (the weather Having been very bad fat 
ſome time before,. and-proying fair and dry on Satu: 
day and the Lord's day) would needs cauſe his ſervant 
yoke bis horſes, and fall to the leading of his com 
upon . the. Sabbath evening: but it pleaſed, the Lord 
that he ſoon got other work to do; for that very night 


quickly ſtopt, all hands being called to be employed 
in weed en of the fre. Many other inſtances might 
| be given; But I proceed, I 
II. We muſt reſt not only 2 all worldly employ 
ments on the Sabbath, but alſo from all werldly recrex 
tions, according tp the ord of God, and our Confeh 
fion of faith and catechiſms. But this point being much 
impugned- and diſputed by many, I ſhall handle it 
diſtinctly and ſatisfyiogly as I can. 
KRecreations are twofold; ſome are CLE) and ne 
ceſſary, ſuch as the refreſhing our bodies with mes 
driok and ſleep. |. Theſe. are .recreations we cannot li 
or do huſineſs without vpon any day, and therefore at 
both lawful and neceſſary upon the dabbath; eſpecill 
ſince e are N er eee tor performing 
1. of the day. 
But, a4, There are recreation which are rel 
tary and not neceſſary, e 9 1 45 y. people 1d 
heir bool ae, and 11 as {port 


r. ie TY W.. 

Ader; or games, whether more qublie” or more pri- | 
te, ſuch as playing at cards, dice, cheſs, "tables. &c. 
r any fort of carnal muſic. foch as whiſtling, finging, | 
. playing on an inſtrument, or putting off the time with 

d converſe, jeſting, laughing, telling idle ſtories, 
alkiog, and talking idly in the ſtreets, or ſeeking our 
leaſure in the fields, though it be after public worſhip 
; over.” Now, all ſuch recreations being our own 
orks, and for our own pleafure, and not ſubſervient 
o the duties of God's worſhip, but hinderances there- 
„ are unlawful on the Sabbath day, as being expreſsly 
ara to that reſt required in the fourth command, 
vd to that plain word in Iſa. lviii. 13, 14. / thou 
" away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy 
Jeaſure' on my holy day, and call the' Sabbath, a 4h; ht, 

le be of the Lord, honourable, and ſhalt honour him, 
pt doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own plea- 
ren, nor ſpeaking thine own wirds :—Then ſhalt thuu 
light thyſelf in ho Lord, and I will cauſe thee to ride 
un the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the 


ritage 2 &, Now, can there be any thing 


ore dir levelled againſt carnal recreations, idle 
king, walking, &c. on the Sabbath day than this is? 
e mult turn away our foot from doing our own plea- 
re on it, 2. e. by travelling or walking for pleaſure or 
ation; nay, we muſt neither do our own ways, 
ak our own words, nor find our own pleaſares on this 
9. But if people will, notwithſtanding hereof, allow 
emſelves in idle diverſions and looſe recreations. up- 
| the: Sabbath, 1 ſee not how they will free them- 
res of open "rebellion againſt God: for God com- 
ids us to remember the Sabbath day, not to delight 
Ielyes. by carnal recreations, but to keep it holy 
[ divine exerciſes; and” to ſpend it otherwiſe, is 
kinly to trample upon God's. mg”, and declare 
rapanſt him. | 
Ohjed, * But theſe who. are for Sabbath FR re- Dn 
creations, will tell me, that they condemn all ſuch 
5 in time of 64 worſhip, as well Mp 


- 
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2: © but, when that is once over, we may lawfully din 
+ modeſt and decent, and not unlawful for Chriſtin 


fully afterwards, I ſhewed, that we are obliged u 


carnal- pleaſures and recreations, it is unlawful for 


to the Jews, I believe none will deny that is enhe 
acquaint with their antient rules and conſtitutions, 's 

that reads and believes the ſeriptures, particularly d 
fourth command, and Iſa lviii. 13. forecited: All tha 


ſtain from thoſe recreations upon the Sabbath, as wt 
as the Jews4 Which I do thus. Whatever the 


bound to abſtain from carnal recreations on the * 


66 we do: ſor: che fourth command obliges us duly4 
10 attend public worſhip on the Sabbath, and forbear il 
„ worldly employments or recreations in time thereok 


«« and recreate ourſelves with ſuch recreations as att 


* on other days,” 

Anſ. This ſuppoſes that the Sabbath laſts no longe 
than the public werſhip of the day; the contra 
whereof I made evident before, and ſhall evince mon 


keep holy the whole Sabbath day, not only the ti 
of public worſhip, or from ſun- riſing to «Fan-ſettin 
but the whole natural day, conſiſting of twenty-four 
hours; this being the ſeventh part af our time, an 
of the week, it is the Lord's, and conſecrated for hi 
uſe and ſervice 3; and, conſequently, no part of it is 
be alienated from oy or applicd for our a 
recreations. 

1 fall furs confrm this. truth by ſome more arg 
ments. = 

1. If it was 3 bots God's people LENS. | 
old Teſtament to ſpend any part of the Sabbath/i 


TW 


alſo-under the New: but the former is true: ayd the 
fore the latter. That ſuch reereations were piohibite 


remains-for me to prove is, that we are bound to at 


were obliged to upon moral reaſons and grounds, dh 
we are bound to as much as they; but the Jews * 


bath, upon moral grounds, which concerns us a8 . 
as them. I ſhewed before, that the reaſons of ti 
fourth command are moral, . reach Chriſtians # 


of the Sabbath, 


Nas Jews: 1 mentioned fire of them, and truly 
ry one of them levels as much againſt worldly recrea- 
ons on the Sabbath day, as agalnſt worldly employ 

ents: I ſhall not reſume them all money: but N 2997 
little on two of them. 


if, God's liberality in Mow. us fix days fot our 
n uſe: this reaſon binds us, as much as the Jews, 


> conſecrate one day to the Lord for his. ſervice. 
od bath given as gracious diſcoveries of his bounty 
þ us, as to them; and ſhall we be fo ungenerdus or 
rateful,”- as to ineroach upon God's time, or rob 
im of any part of it, more than they? The very, light 
nature, and principles of ſound: reaſon, belides the 
bamand of God, *plead ſtrongly for this: that, ſince: 


de Lord bath liberally given us fix days for our uſe, 


e ſhould, without grudge, give him one for his ſervice; 
d, fince he gives us fix whole days it continues mo- 
ly juſt and rational, - that we ſhould give him his one 


yy whole too, and that we ſhould ſpend as much of 


u day in holy duties as is ordinarily allowed on other 
ays for ſervile labour, and that is the whole day, ex- 


pt what is allowed for neceſſary en refreſhments, 


u. eating and ſleeping. 


2d Ground 1 ſhall inſiſt on, is, the Lord's propriety 


the Sabbath, or in one day of ſeven. This reaſon 
ads us as nuch as it did the Jews; the Lord's right 
da day in ſeven is the ſame that ever it was, otherwiſe: 
he morality of the fourth command is not the ſame ; 
it 1 have already demonſtrated the contrary. The 
inſtian: Sabbath is called the Lord's day, as well as 


de Jewiſh Sabbath was called the: holy of the Lord, Ia. 


ü. 13.20 new, that his propriety and title is the 
And it is obſervable, that the Lord in that 

D — calls it twice his holy day; and it is from 
Us that the Lord takes the principal argument, which 
e there uſes againſt carnal recreations on the Sab- 
N N Ve ſhall not ſpeak your. own words, nor find pour 
lg on gs: day. Why: it is * its * 
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the holy of the Lord. The ſeventh part of the weeky 
mipge- uoalterably, ſet apart for holy uſes, conſe 
crated for my holy ſervice. This argument is mor 
and perpetuaſly obliges all men, Chriſtians as much y 
Jews: for, if a day in ſeven be dedicated to God, cet 
tainly every part of it, yea the whole of it, belongs u 
him; and to alienate any part of it to our own ule 0 
pleaſure, is ſacrilege, and a direct infringement of the 
morality of the fourth command. The Lord tells u 
Lev. xxvii. 28. That every devoted thing is moſt hol un 
Is the Lord, Here is a day both by God and man ſolemn 
ly and perpetually devoted to the Lord; and according 
ly the Lord, Iſa lviii. 13. aſſerts his juſt right and tith 
to it, and twice in one breath calls it his holy day, and 
upon this account, prohibits carnal recreations upon it: 
and muſt. it not be great preſumption for any creature, 
| to venture deliberately to rob his Creator of his jult pry 
perty, and put that which is holy, and ſolemnly cons 
ſeerated to God, to common uſe? Remember what 80 
lomon ſays, Prov. xx. 25. It it a ſnare to the mat 
auße devoureth that which is holy, and after vow: tt 
moe anguiry; it is a ſnare, i. e. it is a moſt dangerou 
thing, it brings heavy guilt, even God's curſe and ven. 
geance upon the man that doth ſo. Thus you ſee hoy 
the morality and unalterable reaſons of the fourth com- 
mand reſtrain Chriſtians from carnal recreations on the 
Sabbath as much as the. Jews. The ſtanding and perpe- 
al tule, wbich God hath there laid down, can never be 
— to the world's end: ſtill God hath one ay; 
and man hath ſix; but if we take any part of God's 
day to our on uſe, more than the works of neceſſiſ 
aud mercy require, then we have more than our fix, and 
God hath leſs than his one, which is contrary to the com- 
mand. Moreover, if it be in the power of man to ali 
nate any part of this day from God, why not the whole 
of it? and ſo the Sabbath might come to be wholly abo- 

liked; Spich ie us“. 
Object. 1. The memory of Chriſt's reſurrection 
_ ** the Lord's day, calls u 10 more joy and gl 


2 


3 


* 
* 


en SWhath BY 
neſs upon our Sabbath than the Jews were called 


—_—— | 
Anf. This ſays nothing for carnal ſports or recrea+ 
ons: it is not a worldly joy, but a ſpiritual joy, that 
e are called tp this day; ſuch a joy as is expreſſed in 
ams, hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs.” Again, if our mer- 
es be this day greater than thoſe the Jews had to com- 


tri and holy ſanctification of the day, to the honour 
nd glory of the God and fountain of our mercies z 
hich, 1 believe, no ſerious Chriſtian will think carnal 
creations very conſiſtent with, 3 4 
Object. 2. But theſe recreations are no where for- 
bidden in the New Teſtament.” FIG aan 
Anſ. It is ſufficient if they be forbidden in the Old 
eſtament; for the Old Teſtament is our rule as much 
te New; in actions which are moral, or not cere= 
jonial : and I ſee not what ſhadow of ground there 
for calling abſtinence from carnal: pleaſures on the 
abbath,' a thing ceremonial, or leis binding upon us 
lan the Jews: but, moreover, if we compare the 
dich chapter of Iſaiah with the 56th, it will manifeſt- 
appear, that the Lord, in injoining his people 


* 


Aga to obſerve the Sabbath, and abſtain from car - 
pleaſures thereon, hath a reſpect to goſpel-times, 
de ter the Meſſiah's coming. Iſaiah was a moſt evan- 
e tea prophet, and ſtill had the goſpel-times in his 
bee; wherefore ſome call him the Evangeliſt Iſaiah : 
BP that; in recommending Sabbath ſanctification, and 
: k ling the Sabbath God's holy day, he doth not con- 


e himſelf to the Jewiſh Sabbath, which was ſoon 
be aboliſhed; but hath an eye to the evangelical, 
bath, which was to continue to the end of the 


, e DT * * / FP 


Again, this is confirmed by the practice of the pri- 
tive Chriſtians : they thought it unlawful to ſpend: 
part of the Lord's day in unneceſſary diverſions 
Mm boly things; yea, they accounted the ſtrick 


% 


zemorate, then we are, in gratitude, obliged to a more 
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ſanctiſication of this day the prime character of a try 
ſaint Auguſtine ſaith, * It is not enough that we key 
6“ three or four hours of this day, but that we ob. 
6 ſerve the whole day.” The antient Chriſtians dil A 
not think the work of the day was over, when the yy 
| blic worſhip was ended, The younger Pliny tells u 
That they uſed this day to meet before daylight 
| . and ſing their hymns to Chriſt,” And Tertullian, i 
bis Apology, makes mention. of their night prayen, 
They thought themſelves bound to begin the work of 
the day ſo early, becauſe Chriſt roſe this morning befor 
| break of day. They neither thought, nor pleaded, tha 
i  _they had more freedom for worldly pleaſures, or wer 
leſs obliged to holy exerciſes this day, than the Jew 
pon their Sabbath... 
day, if we conſider things narrowly. it will be 
found that Chriſtians are under greater obligations u 
a ſtrict and holy ſanctiſication of the Sabbath under 
the goſpel, than the Jews were under the law, for ſe- 
veral reaſons. ' MO ped e 
1/4, We have not only the creation, as-the Jews had 
but we have alfo the redemption of mankind, which iy 
2 greater work this day to commemorate. Now, if the 
Jews were obliged to celebrate the day which was iſt 
tuted for the memory of the creation, by à total abſl 
nence from worldly employments and recreations; mud 
more are we bound to a ſtrict ſanctification of the dy 
Which is inſtituted for commemorating of both creat 
and redemption. We have far greater mercies to con 
'memorate this day than the Jews had; viz the redeemi 
love of a-crucified Jeſus, and his glorious: victory ore 
death and hell; and, conſequently, have greater wo 
and employment, and ought to be the more active and bul 
in doing of it, and alſo more delightful work; and ther 
fore ſhould be the leſs inclined” to weary or ſit u 
_:-2dly, We have a far. more pleaſant and excelle! 
if  - manger. of worſhip ta perform upon the Sabbath, ti 
© ©. Ws Jews had. Their worſhip was attended with wi 


. 


— 


eg rites, 8 and fuctifies, which were both 
argeable- and toilſome to their bodies; but ours is 
ritual, pleaſant and eaſy. 

34%, The Jews had many other feſtival days to ob. 
re; by a ſtrict and holy reſt, beſide the Sabbath; but, 
der the goſpel, God hath freed us from the yoke of 
other feſtivals, and hath inſtituted none but the Lord's 

y, which, in gratitude, we ought to . more 
ialy and religiouſly than the Jews. 

40%, By baptiſm, we come under more arid and 
lemn engagements to keep God's commandments, 
an the Jews; and alſo we have more ſpecial pro- 
ies of his Spirit to help us in keeping of them, 
an the Jews had : for, in the New Teſtament times, 
e * is poured out in a * meaſure than 1 in the 
enn ©; * 

| 30 that. from the whole, I infer, that if the Jews 
der the Old Teſtament were bound to keep the whole 
Ibbath day, and wholly to abſtain from their own 
eaſures upon it, yea, count the ſervice of the Sabbath 
delight, according to Iſaiah lviii 13. though in itſelf 

ue burden om: much more ought we, under the 
dlpel, to keep the whole Sabbath ſtrictly, and call it 4 
ght, when the work and lervice of it is ſo . | 
ea; nn u 19 £308 

It. Another argument which I ſhall bring againſt the 
reſaid Sabbath day's recreations, ſhall be taken from the 
ure aud grentneſi of the Sabbath day s work: and 8 
I formt thus: wt e 
If the work of the Sabbath be ſo neceſſary, eighth; 
Id various, thaBit requires the whole day to be ſpent 
terein, and challenges all our: ſouls faculties to be em- 
ojed thereabuur; then carnal recreations are udlaws. 
eren... 1 
{But the ſormer is true; therefore, Kc. K. N 
The connexion of the major propoſition is eien 

'that which is weighty and neceſſary ought always to 
te place of thut which is not ſo. 10 5 
As for the minor n chat che work of the 


© ſupplied, our hard hearts to get melted, our dead af 


_ - : 5 - 
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- worſkipping God, minding their ſouls, and preparing fo 
- _ eternity; then it is their duty cloſely and diligentiy tt 
employ the Lord's day for theſe ends, in which 60 


= 
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Sabbath is ſo great and neceſſary, is plain, if we eg 


- Provifion for our ſouls for the reſt of the week, yen 


- burdened, our dark minds to get enlightened, our weil 


to teach our families, our children to inftrut, Chriſty 


day, and the attendance of all our powers and facul: 


for, if our whole lives be little enough for accompli 
* ing the great work of our ſalvation, the ſeventh day 


And for the truth of the minor propoſition, that thi 
. circumſtances of the generality are ſuch as above 
preſented, 1 do appeal to che experience of the who 


ſider, that the Sabbath is the great market-day d 
heaven; upon which we ought to take in, and lay 


for eternity itſelf. It is the uſual day of ſinners cot; 
verſion and acquaintance with God: It is the dy 
wherein we have our fins to bewail, our needs to gy 


ſections to pet raiſed, our guilty conſciences to get dif 
graces to get ſtrengthened : we have this day God's word 


love to commemorate, death and judgment to provide 
for, and our Redeemer to treat with about the faving 
of our ſouls. In a word, this is a day wherein we 
are to make viſits to God, and receive viſits from hin, 
Now, I do appeal to every ſerious ſoul, that knows any 
thing of real godlineſs, if theſe things be not ſo weighs 
ty and neceſſary, as to challenge the whole of the 


ties: and if fo, then we are bound carefully to avoid e- 
very thing that may prove an avocation or diverſion 
from deing them. „ ͤ ]́1ĩ1'.,·T 
III. Another argument may run thus: 

If the worldly circumſtances of the generality be ſuch 
as they can haye'but little time through the week fe 


grants them freedom for the fame.” i 8 


The connexion of the major propoſition is certain 


or ſeventh part of our time, is never to be thought io 


2 


matry where we live. How many poor men are there 
ery where, tradeſmen, tenants, ſervants, workmen, &c. 
boſe. worldly poverty and. neceſſities are ſo great 

nd many, that they can ſcarce get ſo much ſpare time 
Ur their work and labour through the week, as is 
(cient for eating and fleeping? They are common- 

1 ſo toiled through the day, that, at night, they are 
ardly fit for any thing but fleep. Now, what time 
we theſe through the week for holy duties and reli- 
ions exerciſes? what time for reading and praying, 

ad learning the principles of Chriſtianity? But fince 
od is graciouſly pleaſed to give them the Sabbath, in 
lich they may retire from the world, and employ 
emſelves wholly in the foreſaid religious concerns; 
ave they not the greateſt need cloſely and diligently 

þ ſpend, and improve the whole Sabbath therein, 
thout any kind of unneceſſary diverſion from the 
Are there not many *poor ſervants, whoſe maſters 
re ſo ſevere, that they will not allow them half'an _ 
our in a day to ſerve God, or mind their ſouls ? and. 
ould they not greedily lay hold on the opportunity 

f the Sabbath for theſe ends, and let no part of this 
lefled day paſs away idly? Now, for miniſters or 
thers to tell ſuch, that the whole Sabbath day is too 
dog for the foreſaid ſpiritual exerciſes, and teach them 
o ſpend away a part of it in carnal recreations or idle- 

„ in my opinion, is a molt compendious way to 
romote atheiſm, ignorance, and profanity amongſt them. 

Ind doth not daily experience confirm this ſad truth? 

Jv we not fee, that profaning the Sabbath opens a 

vor to all profanity? and that in- theſe places where 
tople negle& the Sabbath, or ſpend the half of the 
in recreations and idleneſs, there ignorance and 
pmorality of all ſorts abound, and family worſhip 

d piety are neglected; whereas, on the contrary,: 
Liele places where the whole Sabbath is cloſely ob- 
ed, and recreations- diſcouraged, there we ſee Chriſ= 
n knowledge, morality,. the fear of God,, and fa- 
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_ mily-godlineſs do flouriſh and proſper ** Ocular expe; 
ence ſhews us, that the fourth command is a hedge 4, 
bout all the reſt; and the religious obſervation of the 
whole Sabbath day is the moſt effeQual method fy 
promoting Chriſtian knowledge, and univerſal piety! 
People may hear a ſermon or two on à Sabbath, aa 
yet lye ſtill in their ignorance, if they ſpend the teſt a 
the day in idleneſs and recreatiohs; and neglect thy 
private means of reading. praying, catechiſing, confel 
| rence, repetition of ſermons; &c. I never expect to ſe 
knowledge or piety flouriſh in congregations or fani 
lies, till theſe means be uſed, and pains” taken, after 
the public worſhip is over, to ioſtruct children and fer 
vants. O! doth not the lamentable ignorance of mat 
ſouls plead aloud for the- ſtrict and diligent ob- 

| . of the whole Lord's day? Had miniſters a 
others a due ſenſe of the miſery and periſhing ſlate 
of ignorant ſouls, I am ſure they would preſs it more 
and never ſet up to texch* chem carnal Tecreations on 

this day. * 

O poor men, ee aid labourers; in the name 
; of God, I exhort you to ſpend more of God's day in 
heaven's work: you have little time through the wel 
for it; therefore God, in 1 to your ſouls, looſes 
vou this day from your veel work, and cries to yot 
from on high, Come up — lay aide” the thoughts 
of things below. and ſet your affeFions on things about. 
As your bodies'reſt this day from labour, let your fouls 
think on eternal reſt in heaven, and uſe all the appoint 
ce means for attending to it. 
IV. A fourth argument I make uſe of is this: 
If God prohibits worldly employments on the Sal 
dath, then certainly he diſcharges carnal recreations, 

But the former is true; therefore, &c. 

The minor propoſition i is undeniable; ſo that al 
have to prove is the connexion of the major propol 
tion, which may be eaſily done thus: The great re 
ſon of prohibiting worldly employments on the 840 

bath 1 is, becauſe they hinder. the holy employment e 


1 
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of the Sabbath. 87 


foul; and would interrupt the duties of the Sab- 
th, But if carnal recreations do hinder the duties 
the Sabbath, and ſpiritual employment of the ſoul, 
much as ſervile labour; then, by parity of reaſon, 
ey are forbidden alſo: but ſo it is, that they do hin- 
or as much, yea, more than ſervile labour would do. 
y, 1 may be bold to ſay, that a man may be more 
ious,” and have his mind more exerciſed with heaven- 
meditations, when ploughing, ſowing,. or threſhing, 
an when he is about carnal entertainments, recrea- 
ons, or paſtimes ; or when he is in vain promiſcuous 
pmpany, jeſting, ſporting and telling ſtories, or walk- 
g and talking idly in the ſtree ts or fields, Theſe do 
ir more diſtract the heart from God's ſervice, than ſer- 


ge labour doth: A man will find himſelf more indiſ- 


lech for prayer and holy duties after them, than after 
he works of his calling. It was the ſenſe of this that 
de Auguſtine ſay, That it were better for maids to 


ſpin, or for men to plough, than for them to dance and 


ſport on the Sabbath day. Quanto melius eſt arare 
quam ſaltar in Sabbato. Aug, in titulum Pſal. xcii. 
e very well knew, that carnal pleaſures are inconſiſtent 
th devotion, and wholly unfit the foul for communion 
th God, which is the work of the Sabbath. Hence we 


levers of pleaſure; and lovers of God, are ſet in op- 55 


volition, 2 Tim. iii. 4. 


| might go on to multiply arguments to this purpoſes 


ut this truth is ſo clear from ſound reaſon and the word 
if God, and particularly from Iſa. lviii. 13. to fuch as 


xlieve the ſcriptures, that I think it almoſt needleſs to 


y any more. 


But, in regard this truth bath many adverſaries, 


ud no wonder though Satan muſter vp all his forces 


ganlt it;-fince it levels ſo directly againſt his kingdom) 
ſhall endeavour to anſwer the chief objections brought 


ninlt it. 


Particularly, there is one J. 8. who calls himſelf a a 


tis pamphlets upon the Sabbath, lately publiſhed, pleads 
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fell into a ditch, they muſt not draw. him out on this 


ſſmarted with death for their folly. Some held, ti 
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for Sabbath days recreations, both as lawful and dui 

ful, after the public worſhip is over; providing (a, 
qualifies them) there be nothing immodeſt or undecen 
therein, nor too much time ſpent thereby,” Though, 
neither tells how much time he allows for them, n; 
what are the immodeſt or undecent things which he d 
allows in them; but leaves every man to his own cox 
ſtruction and choice therein. 
I I ſhall conſider the ſtrength of the arguments q adducel 
by him and others for theſe. recreations ; 3 and 1 fall 
begin with the chief one. 

Obyee. I. © To binder theſe recreations after ſer- 
« mon, were to tie us, who are the diſciples of Chril, 
« to as ſtrit a reſt, and as burdenſome an obſervatin 
& of the Sabbath, as the Jews. were obliged to under 
4 the law, which were to Judaize, and build that again, 

„ which Chriſt hath deltroyed,”” ' | 
Anſ. 1. The fourth command being moral. and pets 
petual, as hath been proven, doth oblige us to as [tj 
a reſt and ceſſation from worldly actions as it did the 
Jews. I grant indeed, the Phariſees invented a prext 
many ſuperſtitious additions to the reſt of the Sabbath, 
which were not of divine appointment, and would 
' have had all to conform thereto, as if they had bee 
divine laws. They aſfigned ſuch a preciſe ſpace for 4 
Sabbath day's journey; they frequently, would not al 
Jow the' relieving of mens bodies and beaſts in diltrels 
this day: ſome came this length, that though they al 
lowed, beaſts to be fed or watered, yet, if any of them 


day, but feed him where he was till the Sabbath wa 
over. Nay, I have read of Jews ſo ridicylouſly fu 
perſtitious, that they would not allow themſelves. 1 
de drawn out of 'pits or dangerous places into whic 
they had fallen on the Sabbath; and therefore han 


it was unlawful to kill a flea, take FB ſkin off an apple, 
or do any thing of that kind on the, Sabbath daf 
nay, further, 0 ! that it was ; unlawful t to de; 


| 


et oh Sabbath, © © -. By 
. 1 | 

AA themſelves againſt their enemies this day; by 
ich means they ſometimes became a prey to their e- 
mies, till Mattathias the prieſt better inſtructed them, 
we are told by Joſephus, and the author of the firſt 

ok of the Maccabees, CT db 
[ ſay, theſe were nothing but human additions; for 
e ſame things were lawful'to the Jews on the Sab- 
th that are allowed to us, viz. the works of piety, 
cellty, and mercy, as manifeſtly appears by the com- 
ntary which Chriſt gives upon this command, both 

his word and actions. Chriſt defends his practice 
healing, and his diſciples in plucking the ears of corn 
the Sabbath; and ſhews, that the works of neceſſity 

d mercy, the relieving of men and beaſts in diſtreſs, 
ere lawful on the Sabbath. Our bleſſed Saviour, by his 
aſoning againſt the Phariſees on this ſubject, intends 
ly to reprove their ſuperſtitious additions, and to ſhew 
hat things were lawful to the Jews on the Sabbath 
om the beginning, but not what things are now lawful 


us under the goſpel; for he gives no more liberty for 
orldly things this day than what was before, ſince he 


me not to deſtroy the law. 


2dly, I grant indeed, that our Saviour hath: freed 
hriſtians, under the goſpel, from the Jewiſh method 


| celebrating the Sabbath, by a typical ſervice and 


remomal -worthip, conſiſting of ſacrifices, waſhings, 
d manifold rites, which were a burdenſome yoke. Now, 


te introduce abrogated ceremonies on the Sabbath, 


l confeſs) to judaize, and rebuild what Chriſt hath 
firezed; and whoever are chargeable with this in any 
pree, let them ſee to it. But what man will call ab- 


lining from carnal recreations on the Sabbath, an a- 


ogated Jewiſh ceremony? or compare the ſtrict ſancti- 
ation of the Lord's day, by the pleaſant evangelical 
enhices of prayer and praiſe, to the burdenſome me- 
od of obſerving the Jewiſh Sabbath? Chriſt bath 


Md us, that bis yohe ir eaſy, and his burden is light; 
_ his'experienced diſciples will ſer their ſeal to the 
ER... 5 8 
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For my part, I. do not ſee how a man can own d 
morahity and unalterable obligation of the fourth cu 
mand, and not grant that we are as ſtrictly tied to my 
Tal duties on the Sabbath as the Jews, and tonſequey 
ly to the ſame holy reſt, and diligence in the ſervice df 
God upon it; ſince the change made by Chriſt's con 
ing is only in circumſtantial or ceremonial things, yi 
the day of the week, and the nature of the ſervice 
lacriſices requiſite upon it. 
Object. But, beſides the nature of the ſervice u 
« worſhip, there were ſeveral peculiar things requind 
* of the Jews upon the Sabbath, not binding uy 
« us: Particularly, concerning the not dreſſing of me; 
% going out of the place, kindling of fire, bearing 
© *© burdens, the nature of the puniſhment of Sabbz 
1% breaking, double ſacrifices,” 8&c. EE 
An. it, If any of the foreſaid things were typie 
or ceremonial, then indeed it is abrogated by Chrilt 
coming, and not binding upon us: but this will nowi 
alter the caſe with reſpect to abſtaining from carnal 
creations on the Sabbath, which can never be reckonet 
typical or ceremonial, it being what is perpetually nc 
ral and neceffary to the ſuitable ſanctiſication of this he 
ly day in all ages of the world. 
aa, Let the forelaid inſtances be narrowly conſide 
ed, and it will be found that there is no ſuch pecui 
thing therein as is commonly 1magined, 
I. As to dreſſing of meat on the Sabbath, the ol 
place whence the prohibition. of it is inferred is Exod 
xvi. 23. concerning the preparing of manna. I 
are ſeveral interpreters, who think, that the dretiny 
of it on the Sabbath is not here forbid ; but that tl 
are there ordered to lay up a part of it undreſſed | 
the Sabbath. But granting, as the moſt part of 
terpreters do, that the dreſhng of the manna is then 
diſcharged, this. will not infer a diſcharge of drelinj 
any kind of meat on the Sabbath; fince there veil 
ſome things peculiar to the manna beyond other meat 


of the Sabbath. N 
. There was a particular promiſe made concern- 
git, that was not made concerning other kinds of ſood, 
. that it ſhould not ſpoil nor corrupt: for, in that hot 
duntry, dreſſed meat could not eaſily be preſerved good 
d wholeſome over night. 15 1 £26k | 
24% There was much more ſervile work requiſite: 
preparing manna than other kinds of food; it be- 
Pored to be grinded in mills, beat in mortars, and 
ken in pans, Numb. xi. 8: Now, ſo much ſervile la- 
ur about preparing of food was not fit upon the Sab- 
ath, ſince it did not tend to the reſt or refreſhing 'of 
e body, but rather to the toiling of it; and likewiſe 
took up many hands, and would have hindered them 
dom lanctifying of the day, So that there is no pe- 
uliarity in this prohibition; for, were we in their caſe, 
1d had manna to feed on, it were not unlawful for us 
prepare it on the Sabbath, more than for the Jews: 
ut it is certain that they did dreſs other meat on the 
bbath,.. that- required not ſuch ſervile labour. Only 
e are taught by this prohibition, as well as the Jews, 
o be careful to prepare that meat. which requires much 
bil and pains, before the Sabbath comes; and fo to or- 
er matters about our bodily proviſions the day before, 
bat ſervants may be as little hindered from ſanctifying 
e Sabbath, and the work of the day as little interrupt- 
, JT 
Il. As. to the ſecond: inftance, the prohibition of 
ping out H their places on the Sabbath, Exod.” xvi. 29. 
s plain from the context, that it is to be meant of 
ping out to [eek manna; it being an unneceſſary ſervile 
ork, and therefore unlawful on the Sabbath day. For; 
dough the. Jews were reſtrained from going through the 
reets or fields on the Sabbath, for worldly. bufineſs, 
creation, or putting off the time; yet not from all: 
alking or travelling, when either the works of piety 
Ir acceſfity- did require; for a Sabbath day's. journey 
4 allowed, Acts i, 12, The Phariſees indeed ſtinted 
do two thouſand cubits, (which ſome make one mile, 
der two, according to the different cubits in uſe 
e 3 k 3, 6 


Of the Sandification - | 
among them) in regard this was to be the diſtance g 
the utmoſt part of the camp of Iſrael in the wildemeh 
from the tabernacle, to which they were bound tots 
pair for worſhip on the Sabbath day. But this wu u 
good warrant for ſtinting the Sabbath day's journey u 
ſuch a preciſe ſpace; ſince it muſt be either more or li 
according to the diſlance of peoples dwellings from thy 
public ordinances, to attend which, a perſon may g 

many miles, and not profane the Sabbath. The Shu 
mitiſh woman, as appears from 2 Kings iv. 23. uſed i 
travel on Sabbath to the prophet Eliſha, to attend puble 
Worſhip, and wait on his teaching. 

III. As to the prohibition of kindling fire, Exod, 
RXXV. 3. if we conſider the place and context, w 
will find that it is only kindling of fire for ſervile work, 
particularly, for the work of rearing up the tabernack, 
that they were then about, which is there. forbidden; 
this is the mind of Vatablus, Junius, and Tremelluy, 
and the beſt commentators on the place: for God i 
here giving directions for making the tabernacle; and, 
to prevent their thinking that the nature of the work, 
or haſte required in doing it, would juſtify their work- 
ing at it on the Sabbath, he firſt diſcharges all workuy 
on that day, ver. 2. and then more particularly, ver. zi 
he forbids the work of kindling fire, as that of ſanthy, 
founders, or any others, for preparing materials for the 
Tabernacle. And fo he will have that work, though for 
a ſacred uſe, give place to that which was more in- 
mediately ſacred and neceſſary, viz the preſent ſanci. 
fication of the Sabbath, This doth not prohibit kits 
dling of fire for the works of neceſſity or mercy, which 
preſently tend to the better ſanctiſying of the Sabbath, 
ſince this, for che ſervile work of the tabernacle, would 

have hindered the preſent ſanRification of it; whers 
as kindling of fixe for warming our bodies, preparing 
meat, or for ſhewing light, do not hinder, but tend 
to promote the ſanctifying of the Sabbath. Yet ue 
| ſhould take care that we do not extend our liberty 


this way too far, ſo as to make ſolemn. fealts an e 
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öbach, which require much ſervile work, and hin- 
r the duties of the Sabbath: for though we be not 
hidden on the Lord's day to kindle a fire for dreſ- 
g meat, yet we muſt beware we make not ſuch a flame 
ſhall kindle the fire of God's wrath againſt us on that 


* As to the bearing of burdens on the Sabbath, 
riſt hath given no more liberty to us this way, than 
> the Jews; for though he commanded the impotent 
un on the Sabbath, John v. fo take up his bed and walk; 
Bet this was no carrying of a burden for any ſecular de- 
on, but a mean required for glorifying of God, and 
ubliſhing the miracle. | . n 
v. As to their puniſhing of Sabbath- breaking with 
bath, Numb. xv. this belonged to the Judicial law, 
mich was peculiar to the Jewiſh commonwealth, and 
och not bind other nations, except ſo much of it as 
of univerſal moral equity; for the peculiar circum- 
ances of nations require peculiar ſtatutes and puniſh- 
ent for ſome particular crimes.— But, in the next 
ace, there appears to have been ſome ſpeciality in 
hat Sabbath-breaker's caſe; for we do not find that 
ibbath-breaking was always ſo puniſhed afterwards: 
ve read yerſes 30, and 31. we ſee God threatening 

cath to all ſuch as fin preſumptuouſly, and with an 
igh hand: and, in the very next verſe, the Sabbath- 
reaker is brought in guilty; which makes it probable, 
at his crime was attended with the aggravation of 
eſumptuous ſinning. e e 
VI. As to the double facrifices required en this Sab - 
th, two lambs in the morning, and two in the even- 
% Numb, xxvui. 9, 10. 1 grant they were a heavy 
aden, in regard of. the great expence and — | 
il the Jews were put to thereby, from which Chr 


uh happily freed us. But, excepting what was ty- 


and ceremonial in their worſhip and facrifices; 

here is nothing here peculiar to them; for otherwiſe 
are (till as much bound to double ſacrifices on the 
Bath an the Jewss- we are bound 10 double ous 
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devotion, our prayers, our praiſes, &. this day, hn 


at goſpel times, the Sabbath offerings were to be ji 


the Sabbath, and ſhouſd multiply duties, and offer uy 


. 


Chriſt adducetÞ it in defence of bis diſciples p/uciing 


ger, which was a work of decay, an; not in defence 


derſtood the true ſanctiſication of the day by {incert 


was made for it: but if Sabbath be taken, according 


| | good of mas, party thas bis body might hare fn 


vond other days. Yea, as I ſhewed before, we a, 
more called to it than the Jews; which alſo is coy 
firmed from Ezek. xlvi. 4, 5. Where, inſtead of th; 
four lambs required on the Sabbath in Moſes” ting 
we ſee that in Ezekiel's*temple-ſervice, which poi 


lambs and a ram; intimating, not only the continy 
ance, but the advancement of the Sabbath ſandiificatin 
in the days of the Meſſiah, and that Chriſtians thoull 
exceed the Jews in zeal and diligence in keeping of 


a greater plenty bt ſpiritual ſacrifices, and be mor 
active and intenſe about the work of the Sabbath, 
than they were: and good reaſon, for it, ſince ws 
have both the creation and redemption to commemorat 
this day, and a more e woridig: to pertorm up- 


But I oat + io examine the reſt of FA S's argu» 
ments for Sabbath days recreations. 

Object. II. Our Saviour ſaith; that e Sabbath ü 
made for man, an not man for the Savbath, Mart 
ii. 27. - ale" 
Anſ. This word * not for VR purpoſe ; for 


the ears of corn on the Sabbath, for ſatisfying their hun- 


of carnal diverſions and recreations. 
But, that we may take up the true meaning of the 
place, we -mult conſider, that, if by Sabbath be un 


worſhipping and ſerving of God, then certainly mal 


to the Phariſees ſenſe here, for the mere external rel 
he ww day (as Chriſt certainly underſtands it in thi 

then indeed the Sabbath was made for man 
his ED reſt being but a mean for the true ſancti 
fication of the Sabbath, and deſigned for the ſpeci 
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,oſe from labour, and BY that he might have a 
lemn opportunity to worſhip God, and hold com- 
union with him Now (fays our Saviour) it were 
ncaſonable to think that a law, intended for a pri- 
lege and benefit to man, ſhould be improven to his 
t and ruin. The great deſign of the Sabbath pleads 
xr works of neceſſity and mercy: for how can God be 
rred or the ſoul profited on this day, if care be not 
ken for preſerving the life, and ſupporting the body, 
order thereto? But how this text makes for- carnal 


zy, that Chriſt meant when he ſaid, The Sabbath is 
ade for man, that it is made for his corporal plea⸗ 
res; which is moſt abſurd, and Greatly comrary' to 
1. — 13. 


days recreation is an FAN rn Chriltian 
liberty.“ 

Anſ. 1 would gladly know whit he means by chriſ. 
jan liberty. 1 take the goſpel ſenſe of it to be this, 
bat Chriſt hath wha, 

olpel, not only liberty from the dominion, guilt, and 
unſhment of fin, the bondage of Satan, and ſting 


#the ceremonial law, to which the Old Teſtament laints 
ere ſubjected ; and like wiſe from the curſe of the mo+» 
7 a yea, and from the power and obligation of it 
d, as a covenant of works; ſo as they are neither to 
„ oltiied nor condemned thereby. But that he hath ob- 
ned any liberty to us from the obligation of the moral 
u, as the rule of life and manners, more than the 
Jews had, I know no 'othodox Proteſtant that will ab 
it. Now, if the fourth command be a part of the 
oral law, (as J. S. owns) to pretend to any freedom 
bin the ſtrict obſervation of it, and what is truly moral 
dit, under the goſpel, is unchriſtian licentiouſneſs, and 
t Chriſtian liberty. Chriſt never purchaſed a liberty 
0 tg to be leſs religious, or leſs diligent in prayer, 


— 


verſions on the Sabbath, I ſee not; unleſs one ſhould 


Object. III. The hindering of men from Sabbath 


for believers under the 


f death; but alſo bath liberated them from the yoke 


ales, and other duties, chan the. Jews; for this 
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Lord; and in being in a capacity to purſue our ch 
good and great end; and the more we are diſabu 
from this, the more we are in bondage. And hend 
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„ not a good politic for promoting godlineſs; for, in 


Anſ. 1ſt, Though it were a good politic, I am ſure i 
is bad divinity; for we muſt not de evil, that good m 
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tions to grow more impetuous, and be the more irritt 
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| duty is unpleaſant to them. 


. — CCI en Een WY” 4 rr eres 
9 N . 
_ _ 


forts of profanity. Whereas, in theſe places where the 
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were no true liberty. Our true liberty lies in a f. 
dinefs to obey the holy will of God, our only riphtfy 


It is, that the Pſalmiſt ſaith, Pſal. cxix. 45. Iwill wil 
at liberty, for I ſeek thy precepts, But for any, undy 
pretence of Chriſtian liberty, to walk looſely and lices 
tiouſly, is to deſtroy-the end of Chriitian liberty, which 
is, That, being delivered out of the hands of our enenit, 
we might ſerve the Lord without fear, in holineſs aul 
righteouſneſs before him all the days of our life, Luk 
1. 74, 75. | 835 8 | ET 

Wi AH IV. The reſtraining theſe recreations.i 


« ſtead of this, it drives people to the other extreme.” 


come fit. e 
© 2dly, It is no new thing for mens luſts and corry 


ed, by the reſtraims and prohibitions of God's bol 
and juſt laws, Rom. vii. 8. Yet no Chriſtian ere 
pleaded, that thoſe laws ſhould be either diſpenſed vil 
or ſlackened upon this account; but {till owned thi 
fault to be in our own corrupt natures, and not in God 
excellent laws. If all theſe precepts were to be dilpen 
ſed: with, that are grating to the luſts of carnal me 
then few of them would be bind ing; for every ſpirit 


- ah, If inquiry be made into the ſtate: of the foci 
of theſe miniſters who 'uſe this politic, I apprehend | 
will be found to have- but very bad ſucceſs in promoti 
godlineſs, or even morality, either on Sabbath or we 
days. Nay, on the contrary; theſe Sabbath days recre 
tions will be found a politic of hell, wherever the expt 
riment is tried, for baniſhing piety, and promoting 
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are conſcientiouſiy ſuppreſt, Sabbath holineſs, family wo 


of the Sabbath. ' © . 
ip, and true piety, are known to be in a flouriſhing. 
pndition. * | ; | 
athly, If magiſtrates and miniſters would cordially. 
in hands in the execution of civil and eccleſiaſtical laws 
vainſt Sabbath-breaking and profaneneſs, the imperi- 
us eruptions of mens luſts on the Sabbath would 
on, through the bleſſing of God, be effectually dam- 
ed up and reſtrained, A reſdlute reſiſting of the de- 
il is the beſt way to overcome him; whereas yielding 
him, in any degree, is the ready way to be vanquiſn- 
Ge V. © The Chriſtian Sabbath (faith J. S.) is a 
feſtival, and conſequently ſolacing ourſelves by a cheer- 
dul and mutual converſation together in our houſes on 
that day (if there be nothing immodeſt or undecent 
therein, nor too much time ſpent thereby) is not only 
lawful, but dutitul alſo. | WE oY + 
Anſ. I/, 1 ſuppoſe he. means the conveening of 
ends and. neighbours to carnal feaſts and entertain» 
ents on the Sabbath, and holding good fellowſhip to- 
ether, after the manner of the world; for, if he mean- 
6 any other converſation, I think he would not caution 
painſt the ſpending of too much time therein; for there 
little need of any ſuch caution with reſpect to ſpiritual 
nverſation. Alas, there is little time ſpent therein! 
.$. had employed his pen much better, if he had re- 
dmmended this ſort of converſation on the Sabbath: 
Ir that of a carnal ſort, people are apt enough to learn 
VV ĩ ey, 
2dly, 1 freely own the Lord's day to be a feſtival, 
lt it is for the ſoul, not for the body. This is the 
in which Chriſtians are brought into the banquetting- 
ouſe ; but the fare is celeſtial, the dainties ſpiritual : 


be fatneſs of God's bouſe, and the rivers of his plea- 
nes. This day they are made joyful, but not with car- 
W joy aud mirth; the pleaſures are ſpiritual, the joy 

diwine, I do not fay that this day ought to be kept as 
lalt-day for afflicting the body; no, it is neceſſary the 


this day they are fealted and filled, but it is with | 
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body ſhauld be ſeaſonably refreſhed and fupportei 
that it may be ſerviceable to the ſoul in the work d 
the day, and ſervice of God, and may call the Sabbath! 
| delight, rejoice in God's gaadneſs, and be cheerful in 
* the celebration of the love and praiſes of our Redeemer 
Dutt to fay that ſet feaſts, carnal entertainments, and 
ood fellowſhip, are proper duties on the Lord's day, u 
ange doctrine; far then I fee not how carnal mird 
and jollity can be excluded, and ſo God's holy day ſpal 
be turned into a carnival, deſtructive to the bleſſed 
ends and deſigns of it. Modeſt and honeſt proviſiot 
for our tables on the Lord's day, is what I do ng 
diſcommend. But I ſay, get feaſts, ſumptuous en- 
e tertainments, and too liberal partaking of the cre» 
4 tures, are not proper on this day; in regard they 
e are apt to indiſpaſe us for the duties of the day, by 
rendering the body dull and fluggiſh, and inclining 
<<. us to drowſineſs and fleep:” as alſo, the preparing 
of them, doth detain ſervants from the ordinances, 
and divert them both from public and private duties 
neceſſary for the ſanctiſying of the Sabbath. It is ob- 
ſervable of our bleſſed pattern, Jeſus Chriſt, that though 
be frankly went into the houſes of Phariſees, and o- 
thers, on week days, when invited; yet, on the $ab- 
bath day. it is only ſaid, he went into one of their 
| houſes to cat bread, Luke xiv. 1. that is, to take ſuch 
moderate refreſhment as was ſuitable for that day, and 
the work of it, teaching us, that on this day we ſhould, 
like Moſes and Jethro, with the e/ders of 1/rael, Exod. 
viii. 12 cat. bread before God, i e. with à deep ſenſe 
of his all- ſeeing eye, and ſpecial caution againſt all mat 
ner of excels, or any thing that may indiſpoſe us tt 

J..... LE a e 

Moreover, obſerve what manner of converſatio 
Chriſt had at this Sabbath day's: refreſhment : be in, 
© deed ſolaced himſelf and the company with a mutual 
and cheerfal converſation, but it was wholly ſpiritv 
and heavenly, concerning the feaſt provided for us in ti 
goſpel, This was ſuitable Sabbath day's converſatiot 
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o needed not ]. $'s caution againſt pending too much 
jj therein, wo | 
But J. S. is ſo . for theſe Sabbath days re · 

rertions and entertainments, that he is not content to 
ore the lawfulneſs of them, but he will have them 
inding on us, as nectflary duties. But I would fain 
now how any man will prove the dutifulneſs of them : 
ray, where is the command for them? where is the 
drantage of them? wherein do they promote the 
at ends of the Sabbath, God's glory, and ſouls edifi- 

ation? I think I have clearly proven the contrary. 1 
all only add this word; I make a ſuppoſition, that a 
dor ſoul is brought under a law work, or deep con- 

ions, like the jaylor, by means of the ſermons on the 
ord's day: will any man fay; that it would be his duty, 
reſently after, to go to thele feaſts, entertainments and 
creations, and own hinder or quench the operations 
f God's Spirit on his ſoul? 1 would rather think it his 
ty 10 retire from the world and company, to prayer 
nd ſelf-examination, in order to entertain and cheriſh 
de Spirit's work on his heart. 

0bjedt, VI. But theſe recreations and entertain · 
ments will not hinder the ſanctification of the Sab- 
bath, but rather help to quicken and. ere us for 
our ſucceeding devotions. 

Anſ. I am perſuaded that theſe KAY exerciſe them- 
es to godlineſs, and are acquainted with the power 
it, will not talk ſo; nay, they will tell, from their 
id experience, that the meeting of promiſcuous com- 
mies on the Lord's day, for carnal entertainments, 
un walking, taking, and ſporting, are ſo far from ſit- 
ag us for after devotions or ſpiritual exerciſes, that 
ley directly tend to deaden the heart, ſuppreſs con- 


ls of frame wrought in us by the public ordinances, 
dd fo render us the more indiſpoſed for ſpiritual em- 
em. Inſtead of quickening and diſpoſing our 
8 for returning to God's worſhip, they do the 


. 


tions, quench any warmneſs of affections, and livelis 


re increaſe our ayerſeneſs thereto. Experienced 7 


— 
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" Chriſtians can tell, that private meditation, reading, 
Chriſtian conference, are far better means to fit us | 
our evening deyotions o on che Lord's day, as earn 
ys 

Objedt.. vll. Som e for recreation i 
10 needful; for we cannot be employed in ſpiritual ex 
. erciſes a whole day: this would be a great toil u 
« the ſpirits, eſpecially of ſuch who have been ſore toi 
4 ed with ſervile labour through the week: nay, the 
«© beſt are ready to faint and weary in 9 Continued 
 $ exerciſe of piety.” 

Anſ. 1/t, The extent of God's precepts is not to | 
meaſured. by our ability or inability ; neither can o 
impotency,. to give obedience” to God's commands, i 
the leaſt invalidate or weaken the authority thereof, 

'. 2dly, By the ſame argument, the Jews might hay 
pleaded, that they were not bound to reſt the whal 
Sabbath; nor ſpend the whole day in religious exerg 
ſes; for they were liable to the ſame infirmities tl 


are incident to us. 


' 3dly, 1 frankly allow 1 what. refreſhment. i is ood 


' for: ſupporting nature, and for the better performance 


the duties of the Sabbath: but, for the foreſaid cam 
diverſions, they are ſo far from being neceſſary for fi 
| thering the work of the Sabbath, that they are gt 
hindrances thereto, -/ 
© --qthly, If labouring yeople need. recreation 8 | 
dediew then let them have ſame-time on week-days k 
it. If for their minds, 1 know no ſuch fit recre 
tion as the joyful commemoration of the love of Chril 
and our redemption from hell and wrath through þ 
blood, and the cheerful ſinging the praiſes of our Mail 
and Redeemer, which is the very work of the Sabval 


Is it not a recreation for Chriſt's ſheep to feed in 


green paſtures, and to be led by him beſide the | 
_ waters? to behold the waters of lite. clear as cryſt 
flowing betwixt the banks of ordinances? to get 
eaſant proſpe& from mount Nebo, of the promil 
125 1s it "we 4 recreation for 4 condemned man, 


* 


7 ihe 8 146. 10 1 


as 04 bear his pardon med) for a hungry 
an, to get pleaſant food, and heavenly dainties? for 
1 man, to get all his diſeaſes healed? Muſt it not 
al and ſtupid heart, that will call theſe a bur- 
n or or angels? There are many who weary not to 
end whole days at markets, in buying and ſelling ; 
yy, whole days and nights in gaming and drinking: 
{, will you call a day ſpent in fuch pleaſant and re- 
fol work a toil, which is the higheſt privilege of a 
tional creature? Surely, no workman can be ſo glad 
E »day's eaſe from his fore labour, as a believer would 
to have a day's releaſe from his worldly buſineſs, 
at he may freely and entirely converſe . with his God 
dd Saviour, and Ps in his ; and e | 
re. 
5thly, Every Sabbath we meet with many  vnangid- 
de interruptions, which take us off from the duties 
i God's worſhip, though we go not to contrive unne- 
ſay diverſions and recreations for this end. There 
much of every Sabbath ſpent in preparing food, dreſ- 
ig and feeding our bodies, going to the church, and 
ming from it, attending children, cattle, &c. O 
Iv many are our avocations and inter miſſions in ſerv- 
p our Creator and Redeemer. on the Lord's day, which 
e cannot ſhun! And, ſhall we think the reſt of the 
Y too much for this important work, that we muſt go 
tk carnal diverſions to drive it away? Ire 


Ity, becauſe of the averſion of our corrupt nature te 
at which is good; but carnal recreations will never 
t this averſion, nor overcome that wearineſs, but will 
ah indulge and increaſe the ſame. The beſt way 
dai cure wearineſs (next to the grace of God) is practice 
experience in religion, and ſiacere wreſtling and 
Nis againſt it L overcomes it; but ging 
ky to it doth increaſe it. 

Jh, The Lord knows 2 carnality a „ 
lt our bearts are naturally prone to in the work of 
Sabbath; wherefore, for remedy thereof, he bath 


* 


bb, 1 grant, the belt are ready to grow weary of 


F 
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- graciouſly appointed variety of exerciſes . on the 9. 
bath day, that, when we weary of one, another ny 
be our recreation, Are you weary of hearing ? thy 
_ recreate yourſelves with prayer: if of that, then n 
create yourſelves with ſinging of God's praiſes: if i 
that, then recreate yourſelves in reading God's wor, 
and other good books: if of that, then recreate you. 
ſelves with meditations: if you weary of that, tha 
recreate yourſelves with Chriſtian conference, repei. 
ing the ſermons, inſtructing your families, &c. If ya 
weary of public duties, then go to private; ii d 
theſe, go to ſecret duties. Is there not here a delight 
ful variety of pleaſant ſpiritual employments, ſufficient 
to recreate ourſelves with for one day, without net 
ing the help of any ſenfual diverſion, te put off the 
precious time of this bleſſed day? How think you 19 
ſpend a whole eternity in ſpiritual exerciſes, when you 
weary ſo much of one day? Whatever carnal men think, 
1 am ſure a godly foo] will be far from counting thi 
work a burden: hearing and reading the ſcriptures 8 
2 far Jeſs burden to him, than recreations and ; paſtimet 
would be; for God's te/timenies are his delight, and | 
rejoices in them more than in all riches, Plal. cxix, 
Yea, nothing in the world is ſuch a burden to him a 
the Sabbatb, as his ill heart, his little delight in th 
Sabbath, and ſhortcomings in the duties thereof; anc 
nothing ſuch a pleaſure and recreation to him, as whet 
he can win above theſe, and get his heart litted up u 
the ways of the Lord. e 

I am ſure, it is no unpleaſant work that God calls 
us to on the Sabbath; who, but a wicked man, wi 
count it a weariſome thing to think on Chriſt, and ul 
dying love? to hear the ſweet meſſages of free grace 
and re joice in the toreſights and foretaſtes of his eve! 
laſting love? You know the black character of thele, 
who of old called Sabbath-work a burden, and aid; 
When will the Sabbath be gone? Amos viii. 5. Thi 
temper ſtands in oppoſition to goſpel-holineſs: there il 

fore I think J. S. and every goſpel miniſter, ſhould be 


* 
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far from indulging it by giving way to eval PORE | 
bus and diverſions, that. he ſhould.do what lies in his 
wer to reprove, diſcourage and -remeid it. And if 
ifters' would be at pains to preach-and pray with life 
id awakening ſeriouſneſs; and afford their people A 
ealant variety of wholeſome diſcourſe concerning Chriſt 
d eternity, it would be a far better, way to cure their 
earineſs, than to preſcribe carnal tecreations on the 
ord's day: for this is a cure that both ſtrengthens he: 
iſeaſe, and is as bad as the diſeaſe. _ 
Ohject. VIII. But walking in the fields on the Lord's 

day ſeems to be a-harmleſs practice: why will- Tod: not 

| allow of that?? | 
Anſ. Whenever the works of piety, neceſſity « or mercy 

o requite it, it is allowable : but to-do it idly, for put- 
Ing off the time, or for worldly employments or recrea- 
jons, is what the word of God condemns. It is not 
oly:lawful, but dutiful to walk abroad, if it be for 
tending public ordinances, viſiting the. lick; or othet 
abbath duties; for then-it is not for funding our oaun 
leaſure, which is diſalloweq by Iſa. Iviii. 13. Exod; 
i 29: And, by the ſame rule, I cannot condemn 
ender perſons. walking abroad, or taking the air, if 
fi health truly require it; for the Lord loves merey 
ber than ſacrifice. Nor do I condemn a perſon's going 
othe fields this day, to have, opportunity (like Iſaac) in 

e evening, for: ſecret meditation and prayer, when he 
ants conveniency for it within doors: for a walk thus 
nproved, may be a walk to beaven, and is very conſiſt- 

ft with walking, with God. ly 58 theſe two cau- 
ens: 

, If you walk Ad this day, 010 90 do it-a+ 
ne as much as poſhble; for people going. in troops 

d the fields occaſions idleneſs, vain talking, ſporting, 
id miſpending precious Sabbath time. The ſociety 

If vain perſons helpeth to embolden one another in 

Wn and folly, and maketh them more incapable of 
ritual exerciſes, than when fingle and apart Yea, I. 
perſuaded, that theſe companies of People, who {o- 
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„ Of the Sancti cation 
commonly go a-walking together on the Lord's dij 
do not ſo much as pretend to be ſpiritually employed, 
Alas! they who know them beſt, can tell that they ay 
molt unfit for it at ſuch occaſions. Should any come au 
{peak to, them about death and eternity, Chriſt and ther 
fouls; or propoſe any ſerious queſtion concerning the ſer 
mon they have been hearing, I fear he might expect u 
de mocked and laughed at by them for dis pains, 
'. ,, 2dly, Let your walking abroad, in any of the fors 
aid caſes, be ſo ordered, that it may not give ſcandd, 
nor inſnare others, Study to do it ſo privately, that 6 
thers may not be hardened or encouraged in their looſe 
recreations on this day by your example; for even thels 
things which are lawful, and otherwiſe neceſſary in thens 
ſelves, are not to be done, when they may prove a {cats 
dal or temptation to others to ſin; for, in ſuch caſe 
we ought to deny ourſelves of our lawful liberty. 
Obyed. ** We find two of Chriſt's diſciples travelling 
* to Emmaus, and back again, on the Lord's day; 
and Chriſt met with them, and did not reprove then 
det it, Lakes zoe; ðò 1 
Anſ. This was the firſt Lord's day of all, and wa 
not then fully inſtituted, or, at leaſt. made known to 
the diſciples; for they were not then aſſured of Chrilts 
reſurreQign, © Again, walking abroad this day, for pro- 
. moting the works of piety, for declaring God's glory, of 
preaching the goſpel, is not unlawful: and ſuch was thi 
walking of our Saviour, and his two diſciples, their i 


E turn to Jeruſalem this dax. 


Now, having fully handled this point, of the negatin 

fandification of the Sabbath, or the holy reſt requiſie 

upon it; I proceed to treat of the poſitive ſanRificatial 
of the day, and of the holy exerciſes required therein. 
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HE reſt of the Sabbath i is not 4425 idle ade Nor 
it is a holy active ſort of reſt that is required up- 
dit, Though we ceaſe from works of one kind, ya 
+ muſt be as diligent in works of another kind, © * 
What have to {ay on this head, may be ſummed op 
the following directions, 
if, Concerning the diſpoſition and frame of the * | 
edful for ſanctifying the Sabbath. 
2dly, 06 th the holy duties 8 upon the | 
bbath. 
zaly, Concerding the ſpecial order, method, and mans 
, wherein theſe 2 are to be performed, 
athly, Concerting theſe particular ſins, whereby t the 
nRification of the 2 5 is TW; or the wes i 
* HB | 
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HE 8 ſvitable frame and diſpolition of tout! 
which I can recommend for ſanctifying the Sab · 
th day, is that of John the divine, Rev. i. 10. J was 
the Spirit on the Lord': day. It is a moſt comprehen - 
de expreſſion, and a noble pattern for our imitation 3 
terefore 1 ſhall inquire into the meaning and import of 
It is probable it may imply ſomething extraordinary = 
ih reſpe& to John; be might be in ſome ſingular ſpiri- 

| extaly or tranſport, ch ordinary Chriſtians can- 
{ attain to: nevertheleſs, the expreſſion imports ſome - 
ing attainable, and which ought to be ene by 
true Chriſtians on the Lord's day. ' 

To be in the Spirit, may be taken either as had 
FOI W or res 


; * 1 $ 
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Ca. ·ů 
| + certainly both the Spirit of Cod, and our own ſpiny, 
| are neceſſary, and to be mich employed in the ſantieg 
* 5 1 tion of the Lord's day: : wherefore, taking the exprek 
ſion as including both, I conceive, to be In the Spiritall 


tte Lord's day, imports-theſe thing: 
/, A ſpecial dependence upon God's Spirit for cog. 
duct and aſſiſtance, in order to the right performance of 
the duties of the Sabbath, and exerciſe of the gracy 
therein: for, without the Spirit's aid, we cau neither 

pray, praiſe, hear, read, or do any thing arighht. 
by: m7 2dly; The ſerving of God with our /piritsy as Ron, 
1. 9. ot worſhipping him in Spirit, John iv. 24. and er 
forming the duties of the Sabbath with inward fincen- 
ty of heart, The Lord deſires truth in the inurl 
paris, | He ſaith, My fon, give me-thy heart; bot, gin 
9 me thy ear, thy tongue, thy lips, thy hands, or thy 
: Knees; for theſe may be given without the heart: but 
the heart can never be beſtowed, without theſe as it 
' attendants. This is ſo neceſſary in all our duties ad 
approaches to God, that God faith of it, as Joſcph di 
olf Benjamin, Unleſs ye bring your hearts along with qui, 
ye ſhall not ſee my face. You may. obſerve Sabvaths, 
hear ſermons, ſing pſalms, put up prayers, &c. but al 
will be to no purpoſe, Iſa. i. 11. God would rather hare 
- the heart without the body, than the body without the 
heart. Soul prayer, when it is alone, is accepted; bit 

. _ Wo to. bodily prayer, if it be alone. 
340, A ſolemn retiring ourſelves from the world, al 
gl \bliradiog our thoughts from earthly things, that we mf 
be fitted for more immediate approaches to God, and ts 
| timateconyerſe with him on his own day, wherein he uſ 
to deal more familiarly. with. his people than- at oth 
| times. %ͤͤFrdß ‚ ---. FFW 
41A, A laying ourſelves open to the influences 308 
operations of the Spirit of God, waiting for, and.thank 
fully entertaining his motions, convictions, reproofs, alt 
conſolations, when they are allowed to us in the ond 
/ Dances; and carefully guarding. againſt every thiog l 
gay in the leaſt grieve or offend the Holy Spirit. 


7, 


— 


F 


"4 
1 


; f - 
* - * — — 
-\ 4 a * : * 
* * 
o N 
" 4 1 of 


— — — — 
1 y r 


upon the Lord's day. 5 
zh A more than ordinary intenſeneſs of heart 
affections in the duties of God's worſhip; on Sab- 
With days, eſpecially, we ſhould be fervent in ſpirit, . 
WE vine the Lord; we ſhould call in all our ſfraying 
Wooghts and affe ctions, praying with the Pſalmiſt, Plal. 
vi. 1 1. Cnite my heart to fear thy name: and Pſal. 
kx, 18. Duicken us, and we? ſhall call upon thy name, 
his day we ſhould put forth our ſpiritual ſtrength to 
utmoſt, perform every duty, and exert every grace, 
th the greateſt intenſeneſs; we ought to love God 
th the moſt ſublime affections, obey him with the 
reſt intentions, pray to him with the moſt fervent 
portunity, and praife him with the moſt ſpiritual e- 
ation of heart: nay, do it in ſome ſuitable proportion 
the greatneſs of that God with whom we have to do 
ſo ſolemn a manner on the Lord's day; for, Pfal. 
2, we muſt not only praiſe him for his mighty atts, 
it praiſe him according to bis excellent greatneſi; we 
uſt worſhip him like himſelf. _ 8 8 
6thh, A willing and cheerful performance of Sabbath 
ties; we onght to call the Sabbath 4 delight, boty 
u honourable, and go this diy with joy to draw water 
t of the wells of falvation, and be joyful in the houſe 
prayer. Holy David was not ſatisfied this day with 
bare approach to the altar, but he muſt go to God as 
exceeding joy, Pſal. xliii 4. And ought not believe 
under the goſpel more eſpecially to do this on the 
rds day, who have God in buman nature to go to, 
d have the plorious atchievements of condeſcending 

d redeeming love to commemorate this day? 9s + 
The Lord requires us to perform the duties of this 
BY with a frame of mind ſuitable to the fpirit, free» 
In and liberty of the goſpel, guarding againſt the ſer - 
le frame of ſpirit which the Jews had in the obſervance 
the duties of the law: for we are not come unto the 
unt that burned with fire, and was terrible to behold 


mice of this day, we ought to keep up impreſſions 
Cod, as moſt acceſſible, familiar to us, and dwel- 


W 


b unto mount Zion, the city of the living God, In the 


p08 07 ths Frame requifes 
- bug in our own nature, and as one that doth not ſo moch 
regard our outward performances, as the inward frang 
na and ſincerity of our hearts. The Phariſees pretended u 
great ſtrictaeſs about the outward obſervance of the $h- 
hath: (and hence they preſumed frequently to cenſux 
Chriſt and his diſciples practiſes on this day) but they 
Pere ſtrangers to = ſincerity, and love to God, | 
zs the willing mind and honeſt heart, in Sabbath per. 
formances, that God Ty an not a Phariſaigl 
0 triftnels, _ 

Ji. Being in the Spirit on the Lore 5 impliy, 
ths having of the graces of the Spirit in a more lich 
exerciſe this day, than ordinary: and therefore we 

. ought this day ſobemaly to invite the north and ſouth 
winds of the Spirit to come and blow upon our gardens 

| that the ſpices thereof may flow out z and that, panticys 
larly in all our approaches to God, we may be poſſcſſe 
with a holy awe and reverence of God's majeſty aut 
greatneſs, and a deep ſenſe, of our own baſene(s and 

| * Haughtineſs, and have our faith acting vigorouſly upon 
| ' _ God's, goodneſs and mercy in and through Chriſt, oi 
' hearts melting with evangelical contrition and repent 
ance, our love and ſpiritual defires flaming forth io al 

our acts of devotion: nay, all our graces and affedion 
ſhould be this day elevated, more than ry; to God's 
Wann honour and glory. 

Stb, A more chan ordinary foirigual 6 heaven 
ks of ſoul, ſuited to the work of this day. Sinct 

© this day is wholly dedicated to God, and ſpiritual dure 

are the only work of it, our frame upon it ſhould be 
- *  Hiore' heavenly and divine, than upon any other day, 
or when going: about the duties of God's worſhip f, 
" any other time; we ſhould this day be much viewing 
and admiring; .with-/ thankfulneſs, the dying love dl 
Christ, and the glorious work of redemption complcated 
*  this:day by his reſurrection. We ſhould be living th 
| day aboye the world, and within view of heaven mak 
— ing this day a little emblem os "4 I of the everlalb 
IF ing reſt of the ſaigts abore. $1 


; ber the Lord's . IND. Toh, . 4 
10% It imports. chat there is ſomething of an uni- 
ral ſanctity and holineſs peculiarly requiſite upon this 
J. Now, this ſanctity muſt be univerlal, with reſpeck 
ourſelves, with reſpect to the day, _ with "OR 
c 1 duties of it. V 
With reſpect to e ee all our Ghz yy 
% and actions, this day, ſhould be God's in a ſpe- 
manner; all that we are, all that we ogg _ we 0 
1 do, ſhould be wholly : devored to God's | 
freier on this day, Iſa. lviii. 13. God walls not 
ly have our hands tied from working, but alſo our 
ogues from talking, and our mind from me. on 
orldly things this day. 
2. With reſpect to the day; we mould ſpend the 
hole of it in holy duties, either public, private, or 
ret, It is not for an hour or two only that we muſt 
idy to be ſpecially holy, but through the whole day: 
ſhould count every moment of Sabbath time pre- 
ous, and ſuffer none of it to be loſt that we can fave, 
il aiming to be Going eh for God and our own 
.. 
3. With reſpect to the duties of the day; we ſhould 
lem them all, and make conſcience of them all, ſince 
ley all have a divine ſtamp upon them; reading, hear- 
8, prayer, praiſes, communicating, meditating, confer- 
0g, catechiſing, giving alms, &c. God is to be found in 
ery one of theſe duties, and therefore none of them is 


£ 
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tiouſly go the round of duties, we ſhall- ſurely find 
n whom our ſouls loves Cant. iii. 5 | 
Laſtly, Thie expreſſion of being in the Spirit. on the 

E. day, imports the performing the duties of it 
ith pure apd ſpiritual ends, viz, to glorify God, and 
19 bim. God is the ſole object of our worſhip, and 

muſt be the principal end of it too. In our wor- 
lp we muſt ſeek him, Heb. xi, 6: not ourſelves; - It 
natural for man to worſhip. God for ſelf-ends; we 
hen perform duties, not only to be ſeen and eſteemed 


REY 


de neglected: and, when we find him not in one of 
em, we muſt ſeek him in another; and, if we conſci- 
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Ia. Iviii» 3 Wherefore bave ave. faſted, ſay they, 
A _ $0 glorify God, * to obtain a. reward for „* 
dad plead upon. Let us ſtudy to be denied to our c 
1 = Sabbath days performances. This will be a det 

fly to ſpoil the ointment, and will keep our belt duig 
88  olaneſy ef tha letter, Rom. vü. 6. Let us uſe the 

means for obtaining communinn and fellowſhip with 


is the only way to 1 us n © 1 God bow hers 
Oe.” 5 N | 


Concerning the boly duties requiſite 8 the Lord's d 


E.. 5 ſuch, on the Sabbath, or what is ſpecially incun 
bent upon magiſtrates or midiſters i upon this day, in the 


5 quired of all Chriitians in common. 
? | 6 What. ME; tee ver” E required + th u⸗ upon the 
5 - the public aſſemblies of God's people; and indeed th 


Sabbath is inſtituted chiefly for the ſolemn performandt 
pf the duties of God's worſhip, in the public wes 


of men, ht al 9 be fern nod ngen Cd ora 


thou 2 not? Kc. They did not perform ng 


ſelves, and have a righteouſneſs of their own to f 
duties, and guard againſt a ie and legal ſpitit i 
from being ſavoury to God. Let us ſtudy, then . 
perform them all in neuneſt of ſpirit; and not in th 
all as means for bringing God and our ſouls together, 4 
God, and holding ſpecial intercourſe with him, Whid 
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q \HE duties neceſſary upon this day ate e either h 


-” blic, private, or ſecret, 
T mall not meddle with the duties of pyblic perſon 


public ſtations, but ſhall infiſt only upon theſe duties rt 
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B ANSWER 
They are theſe which we are bound to perform i 
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won the Lor#Ps day. att 
gs of his people; for the Lord hath a ſpecial de- 
ht therein; Ie loves the gates of Zion more than all 
le dwellings of Jacob, and ewherever tua or three are 
thered in his name, he will be in the midſt of them, 
hy? it is in the aſſemblies of God's people for pu- 
ic worſhip, that God receiveth the higheſt praiſes 
m us; and hence the Pſalmiſt ſaith, Iwill give thee 
banks in the great congregation: I will praiſe thee” 
ung much people And in his temple doth every one 
beat of his glory, Plal. xxxv. 18. Pſal. xxix, 9. And 
in public worſhip God receiveth the higheſt .praiſes, 
d there it is he beſtoweth the . richeſt mercies, Pſal. 
xv, 4. Bleſſed is the man whom thou chuſeſt, and cauſeft 
vapproach unts thee, that he may dwell in thy courts s ' 
ball be ſatisfied with the goodneſs of thy houſe, &c. 
) what good things are contained in that word, 7% 
vdneſs of thy houſe! there is pardon, peace, love, 
race, life, light, ſtrength, comfort, &c. Now, the pu- 
lic duties of the Sabbath, recorded in ſcripture, which 
od's people oaght to meet and aſſemble that day for, 
various: and particularly, they are to meet together 
vr reading and expounding the word of God; for preach- 
ig; hearing, praying, praiſing, partaking of the ſacra- 
tents,:colleQting for the poor, &c, for all which we may 
xe Lev. xxiii 3. Plal. xcii. Iſa. Ixvi. 23. Luke iv. 16. 
Nen xi. 14, 15, 27» 44+ xv. 21. Xvi. 13. xx. 7. 
er ei 1. Zut, particular,, 1 
I. Hearing the word publicly read and preached, _ 
th reverence and attention, is a principal duty, on 
le Sabbath; nay, our life depends upon it, Deut. 
uxü. 46, 47. It is the great mean God hath ap- 
jointed for: the converſion. of fouls, Rom. x, 14, 17. 
Whatever men think of it, it is the powerful inſtru- 
dent of our ſalvation, Rom. i. 16, The waters of the 
wuary run only through the channels of the word; 
be mines of grace are found only in theſe climates 
dere the goſpel ſun ſhines. The Lord, if he pleaſ- 
, could immediately, by his Spirit, break open fin- 
n hearts; but he hath determined to honour his 
r . 
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112 "of the Duties abe 
ward in this wok, as. is plain i in Lydia's cafe, N 
Xvi. 9, 10, 14. Reading the word, and ſermons | 
home, is good; but heating the word preached, u 
ordinary mean God hath appointed and vromif] 0 
bleſs for converſion: and if this be lighted, 
prove ineffectual, nb other way can be contrived { 
it, as we are told, Luke xvi. 29, 31. 80 that thought 
 gorified ſaint or angel ſhould come down from hw 
ven, and preach upon the beauty of Chriſt,” and gl 
of heaven, in the molt lively and demonftrative mw 
ner; yet, if a preached goſpel do not perſuade ( 
ners, neither would that, Or, though a damned {a 
ſhould, come up from hell, and preach the evil of fh 
and torments of hell, in the moſt” pathetic manner 
yet neither would that perſuade, if the word do it 
not Why, the one is God's inſtituted mean, thi 
bother not. Let us then have an high eſteem of God 
_ ordinance, ard embrace all occaſions for attending it 
Be ſiſt to hear, james i. 19, Let none dare to count 
that mean weak or deſpicable, which the wiſe Gol 
bath inſtituted to fave ſouls, 1 Cor. i. 21. It ple 
Cod, by the fooliſhneſs o preaching, to fave them thi 
believe, And how comes believing but by hearing 
Reading good ſermons (as one ſays) is like mill 
cold out of the diſh, but preaching is like milk wan 
from the breaſt, which is far more. nouriſhing to tht 
child. Let us always then as rew-born babes defini 
This milk, That We may both live and "OE therely 
1 Pet. ü. 22 
„ ee 8 of the publics duties of the Sabbath, 
public prayers with the congregation, 
Prayer. is. a principal. part of God's work, 
cherotake: i is frequently put for the whole, Zech. vil 
21. 22, Acts xvi. 23, Hence God's temple of « 
was called the houſe of prayer. Public prayer is 
- neceflary for averting judgments, obtaining bleſſings 
aud preſerving love and unity among Chriſtians; 8 
Jo it is a folemn owning the God whom we ſerve 
= face of the world, _ ſo. highly | ans G0d 


eile Lads d. | 113 
W- bountiful Lord is well pleaſed to ſee many beg- 
We: throogiog at the beautiful gate of his temple, wait- 
| for an alms from his hand. And their joint pray- 
zre moſt prevalent with him, far more than private 
yers: for a petition preſented by a ſingle ſubject, is 
t ſo prevalent as that which is made by a whole city, 
der is caſt in priſon to be executed, Acts xii. but the 
urch meets, and prays him but of his enemies hands. 

he united prayers of the church are moſt powerful ta 
cure God's bleſſing and preſence; therefore, reader, 
that you make conſcience in joining therewith, and 
& not abſent from them. It is. a moſt graceleſs practice 


ic prayers be over, or they go out after ſermon before 
blic prayers be made. l am ſure, fuch can expect no- 
ing by the ſermon but a curſe, ſince they join, not 
ih the prayers for a bleſſing upon it to themſelves or 
N Wn: : Os 
Il, Duty is the finging of pſalms, and praiſing God 
th the congregation. Praiſing God by finging is of- 
io joined io ſcripture 3 yea. no leſs than four times 
one verſe, Pſal. xvii. 6. It is camely for. the people 
Ceed; they are called ſinging birds, Cant. ii. 10. they 
re ſuch as ſhould fing all the months of the year 
e, even in the dead month of.- affliction: G did 
haul and Silas in a priſon at midnight, when their 


* 


he ſtocks, Acts xvi. 25. But, in a ſpecial manner, 


les, Plal. cxlix. 1. Luke xxiv. 53. And, in theſe, 
th princes and pegple, young men and maidens, old men 
nd children, are bound to act a part in this heavenly 
en, PlaL.-cxlviii. 11, 12, 13. And, above all 
ys, the Sabbath is moſt proper for this duty, Pſal, 
(ii, Title, Plal. cxviii. 24. It is a day of thankſziv- 
and boly joy : we have God's praiſes to celebrate 
\ the wonders, of creation and redemption, we have 
ie glorious victories of the Captain of aur ſaluation 
dcxtal and magnify ; and therefore the duty of fing- 


6 R 
# 


d ſome, they either come not into the church till the pu» | 


acks were ſore with ſcourges, and their feet faſt in 


ging praiſes to God, is our duty in public aſſem. 


* PS 


E \. - 814 ile Duties requiſite 
ing praiſe thů⸗ 802 is highly neceſſary. By this duy; 

; we not only glonfy God, but we edify one another 
Col. iii. 16. The melody and conjunction of many {e. 

rtious ſouls tend to raiſe and elevate the heart. Yea, i 

bas one mean of Auguſtine's. converſion; he fays, «© fy 

- _  ©6-wept when he heard the pſalms ſung by the church“ 

Singing is a reading with meditation, and gives free 

vent to the thoughts and affections, and helps to ex. 

cite and actuate the graces; it is the breath or flame 

of love or joy; it is the eternal work of heaven, the 

muſie of ſaints and angels there, Rev. v. 9. 10, 11, 

xv. 3. And what are church- aſſemblies here, but the 

place of our apprenticeſhip and preparation for heaven? | 

know nothing in the world that more reſembles heaven, 

chan a company of God's people harmoniouſly finging 

his praiſes: with grace in their hearts, making melody 

. #0 the Lord; for then the ſoul rejoiceth in divine good: 

- neſs, meditates on divine promiſes, extols divine excel. 

lencies, and mounts up to God in acts of faith and lore, 

Let us then make conſcience of this heavenly duty in 

the public aſſemblies, and perform-it with heart and 

tongue; for were it not a rare exerciſe, God would not 

\ honour it to be the only work of heaven, to the exchu- 

fon of prayer, repentance, reading, hearing, communi 
JJ. TOO oo or nd 

IV. Partaking of the ſacraments is another public 

duty of the Sabbath. 


* 


, The firſt day of the week, our Chriſtian Sab. 
bath, is the proper day of celebrating the memorid 
of redeeming love in the Lord's fupper, Acts XX. ). 
This was the ordinary practice of the primitive Chi. 
tians in antient times; and becauſe of their conitant 
breaking of bread on this firſt day of the week, it wont 
to be called dies paris, guguſt. Epiſt, 118. 80 fired 
were the hearts of Chriſtians in thoſe early times with 
love to and zeal for their glorious Redeemer, wh 
had ſo lately poured out his blood for their te. 
daeemption, that, when they aſſembled together up® 
me firſt day of the week, the day he bad inſtituted fat 


NP arg „„ 
+ honour, they could not think of panting, until, 
dhe breaking of bread according to his example, 
ey had celebrated the memorial of his dying love, 
br atoning blood, bis victorious re ſurrection and 
return; which allo they deſigned as a 
of their mutual love to and communion with 
another. And though theſe firſt Chriſtians were a- 
jimated with more life and love, and were habitually 
in a better frame for partaking of this love-feaſt, than, 
alas! we now are; yet we mult own, that we are un- 
ger the fame obligations of loyg and gratitude to our 
hing Redeemer, and have the ſame need of the fre- 
quent application of his blood, and of a confirmed 
intereſt in his death, that they had; and conſequent- 
y ought to dedicate many, more Lord's days to the 
elebration of this memorial feaſt of his ſupper, 
than now we dot eſpecially ſeeing the partaking of 
this ordinance is the proper work of the Lord's day, 
ad one ſpecial gs of the Een of this holy 
day. 
24.0, Depum is . proper on this day: the day 
8 holy, and the ſacrament is holy. Children ſhould 
be brought to the congregation, and baptized in face 
thereof; for, ſincs baptiſm is the door to Chriſt's houſe, 
i is fit to be entered when the tamily is conveened, 
cor the church affembled, that ſo the receiving of new 
members thereinto may be homologated by them; that 
Je parents. engagements may have the more witneſſes 
vg them, and the children have more prayers put up 
rem; and alfo, that the whole congregation may 
. be ediſied by this ſolema ordinence, and excited to re- 
t Wmmber and i improve their own baptiſms, Of which aſe 
t terward. 6 
(i 4s to the feakting part of this ſolemnity, I do not 
at it proper on the Lord's day: this: may well be de- 
2 till the day after. 

v. Making public collections for the poor is a pro- 
jr duty on this day, 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2. This day be- 
ag "”"m to | keep up the memorial of Chrilt' 5 . 
| M ; | 


* — 4-4 = | dd S - 53 oo * AM 


i 


. 
charity to mankind,-and for our meeting to receive ng 


j® came, . 
bim in ſtore, according to his gains and income 


© "©" fore-band, you will give the more bountifully an 


they might, without any ſenſible damage to themſelve 


| and I am perſuaded this would not be the way 10 m 


_— 


— 


f the Datier reg? . 


*, bleſſings and mercies from him, we are, in gratitud, 
bound. on this oceaſion to be liberal to his poor. This 
doth not wrong, but promote our Sabbath day's frame 
Let no Chriſtian then neglect this duty, which is fe 
* commanded by Chriſt, and has been pradiſ 
by the Chriftian church for near theſe two thouſa( 
years. „ bv i 6: To WS I] 
Tdink it not enough that you give ſomething yh. 
vately to the poor this day, and that this may exciſe 
Vou from any public gontribution: for this would be 
a flighting. of an eue command, and -makirg one 
duty to juſtle out another; and, befides; would tend 
to fruſtrate Chriſt's inſtitution of deacons and church 
rulers, who are appointed to receive and diſtribute the 
collections for the poor, according to their various neceb 
ſities. When the Apoſtle ipjoins the Corinthians to 40 
. by them in flore on the fil day of the week, that ther 
might be no gatherings when he came; it is plain, he 
chiefly. means their depoſiting their charitable contre 
butions with the church rulers: for, if it were not 
fo, there would ſtill be need of gatherings when he 


I grant, indeed, it were very proper for every man 
beſides the public charity he gives on the Lord's day, 
likewiſe to let apart ſomething this day, and lay it dy 


through the week, as a or fund, out of which he 
might give to pious and charitable uſes, as occalio! 
. ſhould require; and ſo, the ſtock being prepared 7 


el 


f 


more willingly to ſuch uſes, than otherwiſe you u. 
fund in your hearts to do. If not only rich men, b 
e ven tradeſmen, labourers and ſervanis, would thus ha 
up every Lord's day ſome very ſmall thing by them 


have. ſomewhat to give to proper and needy objeds! 


par, but to increaſe your means, 


QUESTION, 1 


Lord's d day? 
ANSWER, 


ord's day in public worſhip 3 but ſince (as I proved 
fore) the whole day is conſecrated to God, the reſt of 
1s alſo to be kept holy, and taken up in holy duties, 
private and ſecret, + 

Domeſtic and private duties are n on this day, 


proving and reaping advantage by tbe. 


onterence, &c, * 


milies every day, but more eſpecially upon the Lord's 

y. It is to be regreted, that there ſhould be any 
eed to adduce arguments to prove this: but ſince there 
je ſome who call themſelves miniſters, who either de- 


e negle& of it in others; and, as it is generally ſaid, 


xcouraged to flight family worſhip, and thick it no ne- 
lay duty, to the great hinderance of the advance- 
at of piety) 1 ſhall-therefore prove it to be the duty 
Fall maſters of families, eſpecially on the Lord's day; 


The e commendatent | is principally directed to 
ters of families ; becauſe families, as fuch, are 
Nelly to be ea in the keeping of it, both nega- 
ly, and poſitively, For as the command i injoins every 
alter of a family, with ll that are within his gates, 


| þ p " 1 | | hy | M | ; 11 
eben the Lords ed Ow 15 3 
5. are w Private duties 5s ad of « us en 1 


it is wo f that we ſpend ſome part of th 5 


th for preparing us for the public ordinances, and for 


Theſe duties are, family © worſhip, by reading the 
ord, ſinging the praiſes, and calling upon the name of 
jod, family catechiſing, weren of ſermons, Chriſtian 


[. Family worſhip is a duty incumbent-on-maſters of 


it, or elſè have not fo much'conſcience or courage 
realy to aſfert it in their preachings or writings; (they 
ither preſs the performance of this duty, nor reprove 


tey do not practiſe it themſelves; whereby many are 


K "that, in the firſt place, from the fourth command- 


"jon, * * 1 * ſervani, Ke. to N | 
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not de underſtood only of worſhipping of God in th 


fſüanctify the day throughout. This cannot be du 


= ms and in ſecret, upon the Sabbath, then he vou 


ebe Duties requifte 
all manner of work on the Sabbath; ſo it likeniſe l 
Joins them to remember the Sabbath day to keep it hul 
Now, to keep the Sabbath holy to the Lord, within 
all doubt, implies the worſhipping of God: this cu 


public aſſemblies, for theſe cannot be always had; yet 
ſtill the command for ſanctifying the Sabbath is bindys 
on families. Again, the public worſhip takes vp o 
Jy a part of the Sabbath; but families are bound ü 


done 'by the members of the family. worſhipping God 
apart in ſecret; for families, as ſuch; are bound to d 
it: the command binds a maſter to do it jointly wil 
bis family, as well as it binds a miniſter to do it join 
ly with his congrepation. Moreover. if the commun 
did only bind a maſter of a family to worſhip God 


no further concerned in ſanctifying the Sabbath that 
any other member of his family; alſo, he would ſanc 
tify the Sabbath as much in communion with the 
members of other families 'as thoſe of his. own, whid 
were molt abſurd,” But it is plain, that the command 
lays it eſpecially on the maſter of the family to tak" 
care of the ſanctifying of the Sabbath in his family e 
which muſt be by worſhipping God, as well as by reſting 
from labour; otherwiſe he wonld do no more than 1 
' required of the beafts; and this he can never account 
for. unleſs he do it in communion with his family, g 
before them in it, and, by his example, direct and et 
. © courage them in che holy worſhip and ſervice of Got 
w pos his boly- day. We bare Joſhua's practice ſuiha 
. _. ently explaining this precept, Joſhua xxiv. 15. 

faith not, My heuje ſhall ſerve the Lord; but and u 
' houſe will ds it, i. e. we will jointly worſhip God, a0 
ſanctify his Sabbath, which are the principal parts 0 
bis ſetvice. This he would do, and we ought all 4 
do, though there were no public worſhip in the world 
Aud this is confirmed by Lev. xxiil, 3. which r 

Vue the Sabbath 10 be religiouſly abſerved in all a 


wr Lord 7 4% 119 


ellings or private houſes, as well as in \ koly convoea 


togetber. 

Hut ſhall deinonlirate the indiſpenſible neceſſity of 
is duty of family worſhip, from ſeveral other topics, 
. The light of nature, and ſound reaſon, pleads for 
on many accounts: 1. It teacheth that all ſocieties 


thor and founder of families, Pſal. Ixviii: 6. God ſet» 
th the ſolitary in families; and ought not families to 
orſhip him who inſtituted them, and that for this very 


aiſe ? | 
2. The light of nature - maſters of families 
) uſe all proper means for preventing the hurt of the 


lain, that family prayer is a ſpecial mean for this ef- 


ith his ſhip's crew, Jonah i. 4. to uſe joint prayers 
h fave them in a ſtorm: and we ſee it was the maſter 


tathen maſter of a ſhip do more in his ſociety, by 
kture's light, than a Chriſtian maſter of a family will 
din bis, who is privileged with the clear light of the 
opel? 5 


bod and phyſic for their ſervants and childrens bodies; 
bd doth it not teach them alſo to uſe means, to preſerve 
beir ſouls from wrath, and further their eternal well- 


* worſhip and conjunct prayer? O maſters of fa- 
Plies, your examples herein will have happy influence 
pon your children and ſervants} both to excite them to 
Fay, and teach them how to pray. , 


1 \ ; . 


ns; by every family 2 as well as by many fami· * 


ould jointly honour their founders. Now God is the 
d, that they might 6er bim, and fhew forth his 


ily, and reſcuing them from danger; and it is 


g. The light of nature taught the heathen mariner, 
the ſhip that called them to this duty. Now, ſhall a 


3. The light of nature e men to do all they 
in to promote the good of their families, to provide 


eng? And what mean more proper for this end, than 


4 Nature's light directed the heathens to hate their 
res and Penates, or houſehold gods, whom they wor- 
Wpped in a ſpecial manner, and to whom they offer-. 
Pkcriices for the daten and welfare of their tas 


1 4 miles: ſo we find in ſcripture, that Laban and Mal 


-, _ Gotl's: praiſe, Pſal, Ixix.- 33. Plal. cxlviii. 2. & 


may family mercies, which call for family thaokſp 


VV. All chorches ought to worſhip God in 2 joi 
| and ſolemn manner: now, the Spirit of God frequen 
x calls Chriſtian families churches ; which hoooura 


1% ð / the Dutles requiſite 
had their Teraphim or houſehold gods. Nay, thong 
theſe were vain helpleſs gods, yet it ſhews they bellen 
a neceſſity of family worſhip. Alas | heathens will ti 
up in judgment agaialt many who are called Chriſtian, 
II. We are commanded in ſcripture to pray ev 
 awvhzre,\ and with all manner of prayer, 1 Tim. ii, 
Eph. vi. 18. Now, if we muſt pray in all place 
then ſurely in our families; if with a// manner of prays 
er, then ſurely with family prayer. 

III. Maſters of families are bound to love God with 
all their hearts, and their neighbours as thenelon 
and conſequently are bound to bring their families alan 
with them to the worſhip of God. God's people ar 
filled with ſuch love and zeal, that they frequent. 
call the inanimate creatures to join with them i 


and how much more ſhould they call their neighbo 
and fellow Chriſtians? How oft doth David invit 
and exhort others to praiſe God with him? And wi 
not maſters of families, who love God and their nei 
| bour, invite and exhort thoſe to whom they are ſo near 
ly related, to join with them in the praiſe and worſup 


IV. Families have many joint errands to tt 
throne of grace, which call for joint family prayers an 
praiſes : they often fin together, and therefore it is 
they confeſs and mourn together. They need mu 
family bleſlings, and it is fit they jointly ſeek then 
they are expoſed to many family dangers, thereſe 
they ſhould jointly deprecate them: they receiy 


inge: they work in their employments and labour 4 
. gether, and it is very fit they ſeck a bleſing on them i 
gether, | | F 


v. \ . 
has, 


ben the Lord's day. 1 
+ they would by no means deſerve, if they had not 
nmunion together in the worſhip of God. Men a 
VI. It is plain from t Tim. iti, 4, 5, 12 that as mi- 
ters are bound to rule the church, fo maſters of fami-“ 
« are bound to rule their families; which is not anl. 
inſtructing them, but going before them in God's 
rſhip, and being their guide and mourh in prayers and 
viſes, For every head of a family is x prophet, prieſt, 
d king, in his own. houſe: he is a prophet to teach 


*. 


ay.for them; and a king, to protect and govern them, 
d eſpecially to maintain God's worſhip and true reli» 
c | 


ves are bound to pray together, and conſequently the 
bole family; for there they are dehorted from ſtrifes 
d contentions, becauſe of their tendency to hinder their 
drjun& prayers. . WRT | 

VIII. The examples of the ſaints in ſcripture do in» 
t only of Abraham's inltruQting. his houſehold, and 
mmanding them to worſhip God by themſelves, but al- 


altar, and with them he calls on the name of the Lord, 


ck notice of Joſhua's family devorion a little before. 
avid, Plal. ci. ſaith, He wil! walk in his houſe at home 
ub a perfect heart ; and we find him coming home from 
e public worſhip, 2 Sam. vi. 20. to bleſs his own fami- 
, Fhich was certainly to go about family worſhip with 
em, and pray for God's bleſſing on them. We find 
mel about this work three times a day, Dan, vi. 10. 
was open family prayer which he performed; for if it 
deen ſecret prayer, ſtrangers would not have known 
well of it, nor would they have found him at it, as it 
id they did: ſo great a prince would have had ſer- 
Mts in his outer rooms, to have ſtopt them ere they 


d inſtru& his houſehold; a prieſt, to interceed and 


VL. It is clear from 1 Peter iii. 7. that huſbands and 


ncibly proye family worſhip to be our duty. We read 


; whereſover he ſojourns with his houſehold, he builds 


u clear from Gen. xii. Gen. xiii. Gen. xxi. 33, I 


ne ſo near as to hear him at his ſecret devotion, We 
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.. ſe; which implies, that he worſhipped God with 


wonder at their diligence, Jer, vii. 17, 18. There 


| 5 | fo earneſt for the true r of God ? 


duty, if you would proſper in any duty. 


a 1 ; Fa 6 FF * 
YI” 


» 16 OT | 0 tbe unten requifite 
5 have our great pattern, Jeſus Chriſt, "OM 1 
praying with his family, viz. his diſciples, Matth. xx 


30. Luke ix. 18. Jobn Xvii.' This was Cornelius pn 
tice, Acts *. 2. It is ſaid, He feared God with. all 


his houſe ; ; for fearing of God comprehends worſhip, 
Lafth, We find Paul, Philem. 2, 3. making ment 
of the church in Philemon s. houſe, which was, his 1 
> gious praying family: and then, ver. 22. he ſpeaks; 
their joint prayers, through ahich he . be ſhi 
be given unto them. 
Since then the duty is h Frog let us be conceme 
and zealous to promote the worſhip of God in our fam 
lies. Conſider how zealous ſome are to promote a fil 
or ſuperſtitious worſhip : God bids the Prophet look u 


* ſee both fathers, children, huſbands, wives, and all a 
taken up about it. Where, alas! is there any fam 


6 0 BJ EC 11 0 N 8 againſt | family ; worſhip anfaere, 


© Ohjett. 1. 9% We pray in ſecret, and that is ſufkicient, 
Anſ. 1. This is not ſufficient, as hath been prove 
one duty will not ſupply the want of another: fami 
prayer is our duty, as well as ſecret prayer; and 50 
_ ought to go the round of duties, and: ſlight no knoy 


©" 2dly, Secret prayer, O man, would be your duty, 
though you had no family; yea, although you had 1 
tongue nor faculty of ſpeech. O maſter of a, fami 

_ why hath God bleſſed you with a family, and wil 
the faculty of ſpeaking, but that you might be mo 
capable to glorify him with and before others? Hal 
not Chriſt, in that excellent pattern of prayer, taugt 

you to pray conjundtly, by 47 aying, Our Father uli 
art in beaven, give us this day our daily bread? Fi 
Pou any charity to your neighbours, any love or 9. 
to the 1 of your family, and * not take the 


. * ayer the Lords day.  _ * 129 
jongſt with you to the throne of grace? Did you en- 
any communion with God in ſecret, or taſte any 
cetneſs in the duty; would you not invite them to 
ome taſte and ſee that God is good, and partake of 
he ſame heavenly cheer with you? | r 

0hje8. 2 We have not gifts to pray before others,” 
Anſs 1, The great hearer of prayer doth not look 
gifts as we do; no, he looks to the heart. Say not, 
hen, becauſe you cannot pray as a miniſter, or ſuch a 
ifted man, that ye will not pray at all; bring a humble 
ad broken heart to God, and he will accept of you, tho? 
ou had but two or three words or broken ſentences. It 
not fine words, or eloquent expreftions, that God is 
lighted with; it is the fincerity of the heart. 
20% Uſe the one talent, trade with it, and it will in- 
eaſe; do as you can, and God will teach you to do 
er; I never knew any that tried it ſincerely, but God 
ped them. Can ye not ſay with the diſciples, Lord, 
ch us to pray. Yea, ſay but the Lord's prayer, if ye 
in ſay no more; and, if ye do it. ſincerely, more ſhall 


Rm | : „ 
zaly, Make uſe of the helps which God affords you 

* prayer. 1. Acquaint yourſelves with the ſerip- 
res, frequently read the Pſalms, and particularly the 
W. li. Ixxxvi. cxix. Pſalms, and others, where you 
Wl find variety of fit expreſſions, and petitions to be 
ed in prayer. Take with you theſe words which the 
ay Ghoſt teacheth, they are the moſt acceptable 
as. Likwiſe ſtudy the ten commands, view the 
je extent and meaning of them, and duties requir- 
and fins forbidden in each of them, and they will 
im you with vaſt matter for confeſſion and petition. 
0 ſtady the Lord's prayer, and the import of the ſe- 

ml petitions thereof, for there are many petitions 
pt up in every one of them.  - _ a 


. Study well the attributes and works of God, and 
vill afford manifold matter, both for prayer and 
les. View the work of creation; and more eſpe - 
M, the work of redemption, the eternal contrivance 


«uw 
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1 ticularly, think much on the: four: laſt: things, death 


5 of this life, cares toils, loſſes, croſſes, ſickneſs and dea 
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of it, the glorious Mediator, his nature, his offices, li 
_death, ſufferings, and infinite love; his fulneſs, graces, 
offers, promiſes, and well ordered covenant ;: and they 

I am fare, you will not be barren! of ſuitable mate, 

and words for prayer. A very child, (as one {ai {NM 


« when he ſees a merchant's pack opened, where then 
ic are variety of things which ha deſireth, will learn 
without book, to ſay, O father, buy this, or give m 
_ * that,” So the ſoul will not want vrhat toſay, that ſeg 
the treaſures. and riches of: Chriſt apened, © 
3. Study to be acquaint with! yourſelves, your hear 
and lives: conſider your ſtate and circumſtances both i 
ſoul and body, and the providences of God towards yu 
Think upon the vanity and: inconſtancy of all worldy 
things, the frailty of man, and brevity of life; ad pare 


judgment, heaven and hell, and you will have abundarce 
of mattet= for 
\ Beſides all which, there are four words ye would i 
ways keep in mind when you go to prayer: which would 
prove a laſting fountain for ſuitable matter to you, vi 
your Lins, miſeries, wants, and merciees. 
1, Your ins. Have you not a great multitude t 
confeſs, and ſeek mercy for; fins original and actual, d 
omiſſion and commiſſion, of heart and life? What in 
_. dwelling corruptions and heart plagues have ye to 
ment, hardneſs, deadneſs, carnality, unbelief, backſhs 
ing; hypocriſy, &c. Look into your lives, and bebal 
what ſins ye have committed, and what duties ye hat 
omitted, and make particular confeſſion of them. 
A2̃ualy, Your miſeries. How many have ye to com 
plain of, and beg deliverance: from in prayer? . 
you not born in a loſt (tate, a child of wrath, an be 
gf hell, under an unſupportable burden of unpardal 
' ed guilt, moſt lothſome and polluted in God's git 
under the tyranny of Satan, liable to all the miſent 


yea, expoſed to the wrath of God, the curſes of the la 
Ide ſword of juſtice, to a ſtrict and ſevere. judge 


\ 
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mos the Lord's day. . 
ut to unquenchable fire, and everlaſting burnings, and 
q baniſhment from God's favour, and preſenes to all 
::.. LIT 660 
zdly, Your wants, Are ye not poor beggarly ſin- 
s, full of wants and neceſſities ?. In us dwells no good 
ug. Do you want the bread of life, the balm of 
lead, pardon of fin, peace with God, deliverance 
m wrath, à new nature, a ſoft heart? Do you want 
e ſalve, white raiment, gold triad in the gre? Do ye 
ant faith, love, repentance, victory over luſis? &. 
1d have ye not. matter for prayer and ſupplication? 
ave ye not temporal wants to lay before God? Ye, 
u tell them to your friends, and complain to them, 
jough they afford you little help; ought ye not far ra- 
er go to God with them, who is both able and willing 
belp?. Do you want health to your bodies, bread to 
ur families, [proviſion for your children, a bleſkng on 
ur-Jabours? Then feek them from God; The ra- 
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%% n, and be hears them, how much more will 
ä 
, Your mercies. God daily loads you with his 


dreien z they are'new to you every morning: it is of 
Lord's mercies, that your houſes are not conſumed 
lth fire in the night, and ye buried in the ruins there - 


oo; that ſudden death doth not ſmite your children, 
, cattle or relations; that you welken in ſafety 
04887 morning, and not in everlaſting flames, Doth 


the Lord ſet a hedge about you, and all that you 
, and preſerve you from devils, enemies, and ma- 
hold dangers; give you health and ſtrength, bleſs the 
ok of your hands, cover a table for you, and rain 
a about your tents? - And have you not plenty of 


r ſor thankſgiving ? Yea, be bath contrived a vi 
dee you, ſent his Son to redeem you makes pref- 
ot offers of his ſalvation, and waits patiently for out 
(nance. Now, if you think on theſe mercies, can 1 
a vant words in prayer to bleſs God for them? 1 | 


$2 © 97 the Duties 
NE ſay, then, remember your fins, miſeries, wants, and me- 
cies, and ye will never be ſcarce of matter for prayer, 
| Object. III.“ We have not confidence to pray beſon 
WE others.“ b 
Anſe 1}, Mind what Chriſt faith, They that are 6 
ſhamed of him before-men, v be will " aſhamed of them be 
| fore his Father in heaven. | 
: * + -2dby,' Many are aſhamed to pray before others, \ 
are not aſhamed to fin, curſe, ſwear, drink chemſcle | 
drunk, and break the Sabbath before others. 
3dly, Why ſhould you be aſhamed to pray befor 
your own family, theſe you conſtantly converſe with 
and of whom you have the command ? Will you har 
confidence to plead this frivolous excuſe at the dayt 
judgment? 
„But, /aftly, you will not plead ſoch. en in thin 
relating to the body. If your children and family we 
_ Narving for want of bread, ye would neither wat 
Words nor confidence to make known your caſe to 
iich friend; if you. were, mortally ſick or wounded 
. vou would freely. tell your cafe to a_ phyſician; if 
1 were drowning, ye would call aloud for help 
; 


row when ye and your families are ready to periſh 
your ſios, will ye not make known your caſe to 60 
and cry. with the diſciples, Lord /ave us, or elſe a 

| periſh? The common beggars that go from door t 
3 door, will riſe up againſt you; they think no ſhamet 
| _.. Cry at the rich man's door, hear them who will; the 
= Want not words enough, ye need not teach them 1 1 
0 ſay: their pinched bowels make them both eloquel 
and importunate; they weary nat to ſtand and e 
though they be but expecting a ſmall morſe]: and fn 
We, Whoſe needs are far greater, whoſe expectaii 
are far higher, want words or confidence to cry 4 
knock at God's door, ſince he declares that our | 

_  - Portunity is nowiſe a trouble, but a pleaſure to hin 
Are not everlaſting life, and deliyęrance from. be 
worth the Meng: men do tore for the wella 


ee the Ends . „ 
of their dying bodies, than we for the ſalvation of our 
immortal fouls? | 
Melt. V. We have not time to ſpare for rally | 
| „ worſhip, our Javotr is 'fo great, and buſineſs ſo 
* thron 4 
Anſ. oc Is not the worſhip and ſervice of God the 
peaceſt buſineſs you have to do in the world? "003 o- 
er things are trifles in refpe& of this. 
2dly,” Better want time for ſleeping, for eating, or 
ny thing, than want time for this, which is ” more 
ceſſary than any thing elſe, 
34h, God, in his providence, may foon caſt 2 5 
hinderances in the way of your worldly buſineſs than 
this, as ye ſuppoſe, would be: he may ſend fevers 
umong children and ſervants, that will ſtop your labour 
doch longer than a little time ſpent daily in family 
ornip would do, When ſickneſs or death comes, 
bey will not be put off, by telling that you have no 
ne for your labour to be ſick; no, ye muſt find time 
o de ſick, and lye on beds, though! it were in the throng 
f harveſt, And mult ve, whether ye will or not, 
Ind time to be ſick and die; and will you find no time 
v pray. with your familiss, in order to prepare vou 
nd them for ſickneſs and death? And further, it is 
(Ply, that if ye prayed more in your families, your la- 
or would be leaſt ttopt by ſickneſs and other troubles ; 
jon ſhould have fewer. croſſes and perplexities in your 
uineſs; aod,- whatever they were, you might expect 
& would be ſanQified. Family prayer would be a2 
et vent and eaſę to the mind, under all family cares 
bc anxieties. 1.8 
why, Family prayer will not hinder your bubell; 
Wugh in the throng of harvelt, What ſtop would it be 
pour work, to de every morning: and evening a 
iwer of an hour upon Jour Knees with your family 
„ it would further it, and procure a blefling on. 
t work of your hands. And 1 have obſerved, that in 
Kc parts of the nation where hafbaadmen and. radefe. 
N. £4 | 
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128 ile Duties requifite 
men take time for family worſhip, they are in a mon 
fouriſhiog condition in worldly things, than in thok 
* where it is neglected. Remember, that all th 
ſucceſs of your labour depends on the ſpecial bleſſing ar 
. providence of God, and there is no way more likely u 
| obtain this than family prayer. If God vouchſafe nt 
dis bleſking, your labour will be labour in vain, Pl, 
enxxvii. 1, 2. How ſoon may God. blaſt all the labour 
%% SD. 
. - $thly, Whatever you pretend from want of time 0 
week days to excuſe you from family worſhip ; yet there 
is no ſhadow for this objection upon the Sabbath day, in 
which you have no other buſineſs but to ſerve and vor. 
*_ ſhip God, He is graciovſly pleaſed to free you this day 
from your labour, that ye may apply yourtelves entire: 
I y to, his worſhip without diſtraction O ye that are 
ſtraitened for time through the week for family and ſe- 
eret prayer, be buſy on the Lord's day in the perfor- 
mmamances thereof, and be thankful to God for allowing you 
this day for theſe exerciſes.  _ © | 
In the name then of the great God, who hath found 
ed families, and is the God of all the families of ljratl; 
and in the name of his Son Fe/us Chrift, in whom on 
. the families of the earth can be bleſſed; | beſeech and 
obteſt all you that are maſters of families, to honou 
the Creator and Redeemer of the world in your families; 
erect him a family altar, and dedicate your houles t 
_ be temples for the worſhip of God. Peform this duty 
conſcientiouſly every day, but more eſpecially upon tht 
Lord's day; let your family facrifices this day be de 
bled. 1 ſhall add ſome more motives to it. 
I. This is the way to procure you all ſorts of fa 
mily bleſſings. Would you have God to build you 
houſes, bleſs.your ſubſtance, dwell in your families, an 
be a guard to them night and day? Would ye have Je 
relations comfortable, your affairs ſucceſsful, and you 
_  enjoyments ſweet? Then ſet up, and keep up famil 
| worſhip, make your houſes little churches, 


r 


zen the Lord diy, 129 
., You may expect family protection. If you, by 
Lnily prayer, lodge your families under the ſhadew of 
e Almighty, you need not be afraid of terrots that fly 
night or by day + for you are under the tuition of him 
at keeps Iſrael, who neither flumbers nor flees. Pray- 
vo families are preſerved from many more evils and 
niſchiefs than they are aware of; ſometimes divine 
rovidence makes a viſible diſtinction between. them 


Bern in Switzerland, conſiſting of ninety houſes, that 


ept the half of one houſe, where the maſter of it, with 
s family, were at the time on their knees at family 


pules, 
ball be given you, and your water ſhall be ſure; you 
eds the ravens that cry to him, and will he not much 


by our daily bread? O poor tradeſmen, who can hard- 
get your credit kept, and families maintained: O 


uldren provided for, by all your fore toil and la- 


hat the Lord, aubo bleſſed the houſe of Obed-edom, and 
WW that pertained to him, becauſe of the ark of God which 
lodged, will, from that day forth, bleſs you, proſper 


Heling on them. I ſay then; make a fair trial, 
id | hope in a little time you ſhall find a ſenſible 
3d, You will have the more comfort and fatisfation 
your family relations; this is the way to keep up 


Ppt from them. If a maſter of a family exert his 
ority-to bring thoſe under his charge to attend fas 
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id others. I have read of a little town in the canton 


| the year 1584 was all deſtroyed by an earthquake, ex- 


yer. This is a noble pillar for ſupporting your 
2dly, You may expect family proviſion; your bread 
ball duell in the land, and verily have food, God 


ore feed Chriſtian families that cry, Lord, give us this 
dor tenants, who can ſcarcely get your farms paid, and 


bur; will you try family prayer ſincerely ? 1 dare ſay, 


be work of your hands, and make your affairs more 
ceſsful: it will not hinder your labours, but procure | 


lange in your affairs, Some have obſerved this in their 


Pur authority among them, and to procure you more 
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x5 e Dutia requiſite 
mily worſhip, he will Bud them more obſervant 
his other commands; children would be more obediel 
"and fervants mort faithful; the fear of that God, wh 
they daily worſhip with yon, would be an awe. ben 
upon them, to do their duty to you, and act for a 

_ intereſt, V 

II. Family worſhip is an excellent mean to advan 
religion - and reformation through the whole land, | 
every one would begin with his own family, reſon 
it, and plant piety therein, what happy cities and pai 
mes would we ſoon have? If you would recover de 
caying piety in the land, and banith turſing, ſwearing 
drunkenneſs, Sabbath- breaking, &c. out of the tow 
and pariſh where you live, then begin with your on 
family; ſet up prayer and religion therein. Satan an 
vide will not -dwell contentedly befide prayer. Thi 
way to make a clean ſtreet is, for every houle to ſwet 
before their own door. Religious families are excelle 
nurſeries to the church, and ſeminaries of piety, Di 
a wiſh then to ſee religion flonriſh, and reformatio 
carried on? and do you deſire to be inftrumental there 
in? then worſhip God, promote piety in your ow 
family: your example might influence your neighbou 
about you to the like; it would excite your childr 
and ſervants to ſecret prayer; and, when they con 
to get families of their own, they will readily do 2 
ven do, and ſo will their children and ſervant 
after them: and thus yon will be inſtruments « 
handing down religion to the rilflng generation, an 
for turning many unto' righteouſneſs. O if God woul 
| perſaade the hearts of people, both in town. and cont 
try; to ſet about family worſhip, how ſoon woll 
religion put on another face? The ſtreets and fel 
would not be ſo thronged with old 2nd yonng on d 
Sabbath, people walking and diſcourſing idly, and bo) 
playing and ſporting themſelves; the church would 1 
| better frequented, and people more attentive and de 
'  vout in dime of ſermon, and public worſbip. Ea 


\ 


— 


pon the Lord's day. 1311 
orſbip alſo is a notable help to prepare us for public | 
orſhip, and the right obſervation of the Sabbath, | 
But the domeſtic ſanctification of the Sabbath, en- 
iced by the fourth command, includes more duties 
han prayer, reading the word, and finging of pſalms in 
Enilics: and ſo I come to ſpeak of others. 


| fred demeftic duty on the Sabbath, is ſamily cate- 
ing and inſtruction. FT 


Maſters of famil:2s are bound to inſtruct and teach 
eſe under their charge, viz, their children and ſer- 
ants, in all things neceſſary to ſalvation. Yea, they 
re bound, not only to inſtruct them in the knowledge 
f the principles, but alſo to enjoin them the performance 
f the duties of the Chriſtian religion, and to admoniſh 
id reprove them for the negle& thereof. The neceſ- . 
ty of this duty may be proven by many arguments. 
1}, From the law of nature, that binds us to do 
that we can to promote the welfare and happineſs of our 
hildren and families; and to help them, when in miſery 
id diſtreſs. Children are a part of the parents wrapt 
p in another ſkin; and therefore parents ſhould do for 
em as for themſelves. Tis not enough that ye pro- 
de for their bodies; for-the very birds and beaſts do 
bis, nay, even the /ea monſters draw out the breaſt, and 
ret te their young inet, Lam. iv. 3. but you ought, 
o provide for their ſouls, which are their better part, 
ſea, a thouſand times more precious than their bodies. 
r barbarous cruelty in a parent to ſuf- 
er his child or ſervant to ſtarve for want of bodily food ; 
i but it is far more cruel, ta ſuffer their precious ſouls _ 
0 hy and ſtarve for want of ſpiritual food, or neceſſary 
ruChons . 5 Vs Ne " e 0 e bee ee 
24%, From the clear light of God's word, that binds 
us on maſters of families as a duty, We. ſee the 
ech command obligeth maſters to be anſwerable for 
rr children and ſervants, touching the ſanQifieation 
ai the Sabbath, and the ſervice of God on that day; 
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which certaialy imports their inſtructing them in thy 
duty. The Lord commits their ſouls to their care, ani 
they muſt account for them to him. When God gig 
any of you 2 child, he charges you, as Pharaoh's daug. 
ter did Moſes mother, Exad. ii. 9. Take this chill 
and nurſe it for me; and 1 will giue thee thy wages : o 
as the prophet ſaid to the king, 1 Kings xx. 30 Key 
this man; if by any means he be miſſing, thy life * 90 
for his life. If this child, or this ſervant, perith in hy 
fins or ignorance thro” your neglect, bis blood will I 
Quire at your hands, Nay, we have expreſs ſcriptite 
precepts binding you to this duty; read Deut. vi. 6, 1, 
Prov. xxii. 6. Eph. vi. 4. Alſo we have the examples 
of the ſaints, who were careful in performing this duty, 
God takes fpecial notice of it in Abraham, to his eyer- 
laſting commendation, Gen xviii. 19. I know him, that 
be will command i abildren, and his houſehold after 
bim; and they ſhall: keep the way of the Lord, &c. |t 
was David's practice, Pſa}. xxxiv. 11. Prov. iv. z, 
and alſo Hezekiah s, Iſa. xxxviii 119. 
Zar, You are concerned, in common juſtice, to ir 
trust your children, that ye may, fo far as lieth in you, 
repair the injury done them, by your conveying orig. 
nal vorruption to them. Has God provided a cure fot 
them in the goſpel; and will ye not do fo much a fh 
it uo them? If vou had rafhly given a wound to an 
of #heir bodies, would ye not in haſte provide a cu, 
er ſend for a phyſician? and will ye do nothing fot 
their fouls, that are dying of the wounds of fin gireg 


 grbly, it doth highly contribute to advance Chriſt 
- kingdom in the world; to train up a feed for his ſervi 
his is likely 40 prove @ more ſucceſsful mean of refor 
mation, than any other that can be uſed, either | 
magiltrutes or miniſters, laws or ſermons. Therefor 
as'PKaraoh ſought to deftroy the Iſraelites, by kilinf 
their young ones; fo Satan, Who is filled with ſpite 2 
gainſt the kingdom of Chriſt, knows there are no E 
compondious- ways to ruin it, as by perverting 700" 
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+ fipreſfing family religion: this is 2 blow at the 
ot, Abc cauſes him to employ all his power and 


9 


gthly; vis 40 very much for your own intereſt ant 
fort, to inſtruct your families in the knowledge of 
iſt, and ways of religion, Ve may expect, that your 
kildren and ſervants will prove dutiful to you, Welk 
ucated children will take care of their parents in time 
old age, ſiekneſs or poverty; whereas theſe, that 
ge not ſo, often: neglect rheir parents in the foreſaid 
les, or wiſh them dead. If you conſcientiouſly in- 
met your children and ſervants, God will reward you 
r it, even in this life. Abraham, as we heard, made 
ſcience of it; and God blefſed him with a dutiful 
u, Iſaac; and a faithful ſervant, Eliezer of Damaſcus, 
bat an unparalleled inſtance have we of Iſaac's pro- 
und obedience to his father's' commands, in ſubmit- 
ig patiently” to bear the wood, yea, to be bound, 
ad laid upon the altar to be ſacrificed? And, what a 
iſe and faithful ſervant was the ſteward of his houſe, 
tlezer, whom he truſted with all he had, and with the 
feat concern of his ſon's marriage, which he managed 
in great prudence and integrity, and prayed earneſtly, 
r the good ſuceeſs of it? So that, if ye ſow the ſeeds 
piety in children and ſervants, yourlelves ſhall reap 
be fruit thereof, even in this world. . | 
Agein, it will be very comfortable to you on a death- 
„ to leave a religious praying family behind' you. 
What though you leave your wife and children poor? 
if you leave them praying, God will provide for 
em while here, and ye ſhall ſhortly have a joyful. 
ing wien them in heaven. Your children here 
I riſe up and call you bleſſed; they will praiſe you, 
bd follow your pious example; and as you tock care 
> hand down religion to them, fo will they do to 
ir children and ſervants, ' when they come to get. 
inilies; and, when you are bleſſing God in heaven, 
ky will be blefling God for you. on earth. Nay, they 
M meet you at a judgment-ſeat with bleſſings in 


* 


7 | they had ſuch parents; your ſervants will bleſs him, thy 


about the ſermons we have heard, telling one another 


__ edify us, 


maria, concerning the water of that well, John ir. K 


o — 


their mouths: your children will bleſs God that oy 


ever they had ſuch maſters, that ever they ſaw yay 
Faces, or came under your roof. It has been kno 
that many, at a dying hour, have bleſſed God, for de 
termining their lot to fall into ſuch and ſuch religiag 
families, where firſt they became acquainted with Chif 


A third. domeflic duty on the Lord's day, is gody 


conference. 


According to Ifa, Iviii. 13. we ought not this day u 
2 our own words; and conſequently we oupht u 
ſpeak religious words, and entertain ſpiritual diſcourſe 
when we are together, concerning Chriſt and heaven, of 


what we remember thereof, and that which did molly 
Godly conference is well pleafing to God; he notiert 
and records all the good words his people do ſpeak, 
Mal, iii. 16. When the two diſciples, going to Emmauy, 
were about this exerciſe on the Lord's day, Chrilt i 
ſo well pleaſed, that he comes to them, and makes 
the third man; he entertains them with heavenly di 
courle, and opens their underſtandings to know the ſcrip 
turet. We ſee, when Elijah is ſo employed with Elia 
2 Kings ii. 11; he is taken up and tranſported glons 
ouſly into heaven. This is a heavenly: exerciſe, 20d 
| the. employment of the. glorified in heaven: it yi 
Chriſt's work, when he was transfigured on mount 
Tabor, and met with Moſes and Elias : he- conferred 
with them upon the bleſſed ſubject of his death ad 
ſufferings, O how holy and fruitful was Chriſt alwa) 
in his diſcourſe! His lips. dropt as the honey-comb, an 
his tongue was as choice filver, He ſpiritualized carthlf 
things, and turned them into heavenly inſtructions 
when he conferred with the woman at the well of $i 


* 


«ckly drew her from ordinary water to the water “ 
And, when eating bread in the Phariſee's houſe 
the Sabbath day, Luke xiv, he Giſcourſed” of eating 
ad in God's kingdom. 80 let all the diſciples of Chriſt, 
this day, imitate his example: fee that your ſpeech 
ſeaſoned with grace, and your lips like thoſe of the 
hteous, that feed many. Speak much this day to the 
umendation of Chriſt, and invite others to acquaint» 
xe with him; and, when you ſee it for edificationg, _ 
municate the experiences you have had of his love; 
here, all ye that fear God, and I will tell what be 
th done for my ſoul; Pſal: Ixyi. and thus one live- coal 
lf belp to kindle another © 
Upon this day of holy reſt, Chriſtians ſhould” be oft 
idking and ſpeaking of the everlaſting reſt above, and 
ferring together of the way to it, and their meeting 
Do you believe you are going to that reſt, and 
never ſpeak of it? If two or three of you” had en- 
red into an agreement to go to America, and ſeek the 
den mines which are there, would you never be ſpeak- 


p of that country, or deſirous to hear of it before your 

ling? O Chriſtians !' are ye ſhortly to be. caught us 

ether in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air, and 

he for ever with the Lord? and will you not com- 

one another with theſe words? according to 1 Theſſ. 

. 18. It hath likewiſe been the | Keep in many 
Ee 


ces, when religion comes to be in eſteem, for young, 
ons to meet together in the evening of Lord's days 
zodly conference upon ſpiritual ſubjects, or the ſer - 
bas they have heard, and for prayer and praiſes to their 
"val edification. And'it is always obſerved, that ſuch 
bgious meetings on Sabbath or week-days are Tet up 
piriſies where the goſpel begins to thrive, juſt as na- 
ally as birds draw together in the ſpring; young con- 
u are Chriſt's ſinging birds, Cant. u. 12. And the 
ure affords good ground and warrant for ſuch” 
wor, Mal. ini. 16. Pfal. Ixvi. 16. Pfal. xix. 63. 
* 35. Act xi; 5; 12. Hebciul, 13. Heb. x. a4. 
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. for God, as ye, will be anſwerable. Let none under 
Jour charge profape this holy day, by working, ſpory 

ing or playing; or by idleneſs or neglect of the duties 
of the day. See thes they duly: attend. public ordinan» 


' 0p8,,p0. love to your own children, no concern for you 


n maſlert of. families to reſtrain all projanatinn 


, | 
| * £4 Ss. Us * * — 5 
0 * : f * 


i des and family worſhip; 


make the miniſter's work the more eaſy. O what a fad 
© gainſ} Gn, alone, without having one to join with then 


are turned impudent in ſinning, particularly in Sabbath 
breaking, and value not a miniſter's. rebuke. Alas 


| ' hazard?. © , ane” £4 
Let none ſay, with curſed Cain, Am I my brother 


you: be not magiſtrates, yet God has, clothed yon, why 
_ are. heads. of families, with power and autbority in on 


have ye no concern for God's glory, nor grief to ſee hin 
from falling into everlaſting burnings, that you 


' keeper ? For God requires you to be doing good toulli 
| your ſtation, and to /ove your neighbour as yourſelf. A 


* 
k S 
* 

3 
* 
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8 of Sage nog ang ear: 
4 fourth domeſtic. duty on the Sabbath, it a holy em 


1 


e 12 = A 8 A 3 e 
3 The fourth command expreſaly requires this. Though 


families,..to fee to the honour. of this day: uſe it tha 


uffer.them not to abſent there 
0 maſters of families, concur frankly with the mini 
Mer of the pariſh, to ſuppreſs the abuſes. of this day; you 
will ſee them, and know of them, . when, miniſters cat 
not: teſtify againſt them in your ſtations, and this will 


thing is it in many places, te ſee miniſters left to fight a 


or once open a mouth againſt it-! Hence it is, that man 


* 


have ye neither love to God nor your neighbour's ſouls 


diſhonoured ? have vou no charity, to your near relat 


ſervants or neareſt neighbours, no. deſire to keep then 


not ſpeak one word to prevent it, or warn them of theit 


the, fourth comniand expreſaly makes you account? 
for all within your gates. eee 


5 


*. 


\ 
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reftrained by my admonitions or reproofs. r 


Ha. II, You ſhould be more careful in the choice M 


the members of your family, and particularly of. | 
ur ſervants, ſince God gives you a free choice in 


is matter. Conſider David's care therein, Pſal. 


J. Mine eyes ſhall be upon the faithſul of the 0s 
at they may dwell" with me. He that walleth in 4 | 
100 way be ſhall ferve me. He that worketh de- 
l not duell within ny houſe; he that Telleth ß 
, ſhall not tarry in my Jars Do you think that be, 


ſe is fit for your ſervice, that cares not for God's 


xe? Can you expect a bleſling on the work of their 5 
ads, who are enemies to God? A godly ſeryant * 


confeſs he is rare enough to be found) is a greater 


o than many think; he not only works for bis ma! 


with his hands, but with his prayers alſo, as did 
dly Eliezer, Gen. xxiv. 12. and to be ſure he did his 


aſter en as dots ſervice by his prayers av by his 


But, 2h, If {tbe your lot to be eniberncs with ub 


rm and difobedicat ſervants, let them know that you = 


fe authority from God, to oblige them to keep the | 


bach, by attending ordinances in public and private, o 


id to reſtrain them from profaning this day; and, if 
ey will not be reclaimed; to expel them from your 
uſe t if they neglect or miſmanage your work, would 
not uſe your power and authority with them, to cauſe 
dem help their faults?” And, were you in as good ear 
d fo God's ſervice on the Sabbath, as for your on 


d week days, I am perſuaded ye might bring your 


Aires and ſervants to ſerve God, and key th ay, 
better than they do. 0 5 : 


| QUESTION, . 
t are the wr duties requiſite ___ the 176. ant. 
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TY not. © wough that we worſhip God this day = 

, . with -others,. whether in the a 
IE; 


aero 
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pre ia families: the right \ſanQification, of the Sg 
oy includes ſecret duties alſo, ſuch 28 prayer, . ready 
"_veditation, bre, That religion js gat trae, whid 
ll viſible to the world; for the life of religion lies 
de ſecret intercourſes' which are betwint God and ty 
ul, that the eyes of men do not penetrate iny 
Beeeret duties ate the beſt trial of our ſincerity; th 
Lord, that ſeeth in ſecret, takes ſpecial notice of the 
F if duly performed, he will openly rewnrd th 


Let us therefore make conſcience of them, and thy 
_ "eſpecially upon God's holy day, which. is entirely { 
P part for holy duties: and labour to time duties { 
this day, as one duty may not juſtle out another. 4 
Ju malt not let family duties interfere. with public & 
dies Jo you mult take care that ſecret duties do voti 
| xexfere with family ones. But, more particularly, 
il, Secret prayer is a duty neceſſary on the Lord! 
day, both for preparing us to attend the public ord 
nances, and for improving and reaping benefit by then 
| afterwards. I do not mean, that this duty is to be 
confined to the Sabbath only: no; it is neceſſary e- 
Very day, according to David's example, Pſa). lv. ) 
but that is eſpecially requiſite as a, part of the wor 
_ _. . ſhip of this day, Prayer is ſo neceſſary, that it is put 
for the whole, worſhip of Cod, Acts ii 21. It is the 
character of a converted ſoul, Behold be prays, Att 
i 42. but it is the mark of an atheiſt, that 4e call 
del wpon God, Vial. xiv. And, in à ſpecial manner 
ſecret. prayer is what every carnal, man bath an aver 
Hon to, The devil can allow men their church praye 
\. © heir family prayers; but, for cloſet prayers, he can 
not away with, eſpecially when they are frequent ad 
conſtant; becauſe they are too much an argument ul 
fiacerity. A hypocrite takes no delight in ſecret prayth 
nor in any duty but what is ſeen of men, and will gat 
Him a name. But, reader, if thou art ſincere, thol 
wilt conſider that God's eye is upon thee in private, 4 
Fi well as in public; and therefore wilt ſeek 10 approne 
Welte God fecrer duties, a9 well as public, A 


* 4 ; 


4pm ah Lr d 7 


t priyer was our Saviour's 3 practice While 
earth, fo it was his fpecial injunction to all his 
lowers, Matth. vi. 6. You 2 fear that your 
beret prayers will be forgotten: no; God is eye 
dere; he has an ear to hear your ſecret groans, and 
jeye' zo ſee your ſecret tears: yea, he has a bottl, 
0 preſerve them, ſo as a drop * _ hall not be 
1 
jn our fecret addreſſes, whith: are more late al 
demo, let us carefully temember the three parts of 
ayer, confeſſion, petition, and thanbſgi wing. - Let us 
ofeſs the ſins we are guilty of. ery for the mer 
e want, and thank God for theſe we enjoy. Let us : 
ind That this is not only a commanded duty, but our” 
Jipnity/ and privilege: What a honour is it for duſt 
d aſhes to be allowed: acceſs to the great God; for 
vorm to ſpeak: freely to its Creator; for a poor "beg- 
ar to converſe: familiarly with the King of. heaven? 
) fianer, would not all thy neighbours envy thee, if thou 
vere ſo honoured by an earthly king? Be OP : 
den to value and make uſe of this liberty, 
2dly; Conſider at what a dear rate Chriſt hath b 
is freedom for us: how much did it coſt bim hug: 5 
throge:of grace: to which we may repair with confi- 
lence? And-will-we not make on of this . with 
Uaklgiving⸗ R 
34h) Conſider the profit of i it: it islike the W 
lt P, Prov, xxx 14. that: brings our food: from, afar.- 
Mit we trade with heaven, and bring down Chrilt's 
ſearchable. riches: it is a key to open the treaſure o 
od's mercies to us in the morning, and to lock us up- 
nder God' d protection at night. By it we prevail with. 
God, ſcreen” ourſelves from-wrath; and put Satan to- 
light... ia a word, prayer is 4 wy to heaven; 'a/ſhield: 
* loul, * ſacrifics 0 God, and 2 ſcourge to 9 75 | 
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455. Its the tata IR achuaints - 
e with God, which will be: of great uſe to you” int >. 

tine of rrouble, or at the hour of death: . 
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- fall encouragement to you to ae for hely 
* with whom you have had long acquaintance and { 
_ " miljarity, and of . whoſe kindneſs you have had fy 
| -Auent experience But prayerleſs man, it will be y 
- moſt me lancholy caſe, when you are going out of ih 
world, to be put to cry to that Ged you have beg 
an utter ſtranger to all your life; or to be forced: 
appear before that God you never loved, or def 
to converſe with; or to be fain to challenge acquaint 
-ance with him, "who will utterly diſclaim you, ai 
tay, Depart from me, I never knew you. But, 0 Prajs 
ing ſoul ! thou that haſt acquaiatance with God, death wi 
1 another vie to thee; thou mayſt lock on it, 1 
cob did on the waggons ſent to carry him to his friend 
Joſeph, and ſay, 4+ Now I am going to God, whom! 
* know; I am going to meet with that friend, vil 
«+ whom I haye had long acquaintance, to whom I ha 
4 paid many a viſit, and with whom I have had ſweet 
4 ſecret conyerle, and whom | have longed to ſee, aud 
; * who will embrace me in his a + 6 welcome 
60 to glory. * 1 7 
Ji. Conſider what. . mercy. it is, O man, tha 
| God i is yet calling thee to prayer, and continuing thet 
3 2 the land of prayer, when ſo many thouſands, as de 
Boe are beyond prayer, and loſt for ever. O then 
pray now while thou haſt time to pray, health l 
Bay helps to pray, and encoura ement 10 pray. Read 
_ the gracious promiſes of life. ſalvation to you, it 
82 Go it, Plal. lxix. 32 Rom K. 13. Make this 
| «time for prayer; and the next hall be a ſeaſon 
0 * praiſe, Poſt thou thin to be ſaved without pray! 
enn Dolt thou expect to have thy life without beg 
=_. ng it at God's hande? O what oil will it add to thy 
mes in bell, when conſcicoce will tell thee, / 6 
Ladſi prayed. thoy hadft not been there? Well then, no 
thou haſt a ſeaſon for prayer; but, remember, it v 
pot. always laſt: if thou improve it not, expect dt 
3 Hod will turn a deaf ear to you. in the day of you! 
elamity, MEI; on +: el _ | 


rd; Lira day. 


it that word, Prov. i. 26, "27, 28. Gu fays 
Cd at any you when you ery. And, if he 
) bear Jon then, who will hear you? Angels will 
, faints will not, neareſt relations will not; hills and 
will not: and, what a wretched, forlorn 
4 forſaken creature wilt thou be? There will be 
ne to own thee, then, if thou acquaint not thyſelf 
God by prayer now. See the anſwer the fooliſm 
ene got, when they came after the door was ſhut, | 
luth. XXV. See what an anſwer the rich man got, 
hen he begged for 4 drop of cold water to cool his 
vue, Luke xvi. Sect God, then, awhile he may be 
und; call on him while be it near; otherwiſe your late 
timely cries will not be regarded. | 
Oel. O, ſay ſome, we have not the gift of pray- 
er, we cannot pray.” 
Anſev. 1 have faid APs in anſwer to this a little 
fore, : I ſhall only add one word: Art thou a Chrif- 
. O man, and canſt not pray? Thou mayſt as 
all ſay, thou art a ſcholar, but canſt not read; a ſol- 
„but canſt not fight. Prayer is as effential * to 2 
e Chriſtian; as breath is to the body: why, prayer, 
the very breathing of the ſoul to God. 80 it is 
led; Lam. i. 56. O man, have you nothing to 
in prayer? then go to God, and tell him fo ; fit 
un oo your knees, and fay, “ Here à poor ignorant 
recure, that cannot pra); Lord, teach me to pray.” 
ie Publican' made 'a very \ſhort prayer, Luke xviii, | 
le merciful to me 4 finner ; yet it was accepred, 
e it came from a humble beart. O ! if your heart 
woken,” your words will be accepted, although they 
broken and few. The ſillieſt beggar will find ſome- 
*g to fay at your door, tho” he expect but a crumb; 
Fan you find nothing to fay at God's door, when 
Ubave a foul to fave; a hell to ſhun, and Jeſus Chriſt 
| t kingdom in your view? 
% beſides that ſort of Hives prayer which 1 more 
ed and folemny there is prayer that is more ſudden 
Vela, when we 1. up our . to God 
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„„ Of the allen rep, 
with ſome ſhort petitions, on any occaſion or em 
gency - Ejaculatory prayers are uſeful on every gay, U 
vou ſhou have them more frequent on the $a} 
day: for, ſince on this day you muſt not thin; 
. own thoughts or find your ou˙n pleaſures, heal 
| breathings and pious ejaculations ſhould iſſue for 
continually :\-by ſeeking pardon for ſuch a fin, fireny 
againſt ſuch à luſt, victory over ſuch à tentation, aj 
| grace. to {pend Sabbath- time ſuitably. ' Are you going 
to the church, or returning from it? Are you reat 
ing. hearing, - communicating,” praiſing, or about an 
other duty? Be frequently making uſe of this kind 
ayer, particularly begin and end every duty with it 
look up before for aſſiſtance, and look up after it f 
- - acceptance, and that infirminies in it, for Chrilt's (ak 
may be pardoned. Theſe prayers, of all others, ar 
the freeſt of diſtraction, they being put up and ore 
before ever Satan be awakened to tempt us. As fol 
other prayers, our preparations to them, though oll 
by the alteration of our poſture, give notice to Sata 
what we are about to do; but ejaculatory prayers 4 
ſwoo quickly darted up to God, that they will be i 
heaven before Satan can ſhoot any of, his darts againl 
us,—— They are uſeful to keep up communion wit 
' _ God in the intervals of other duties, and for keep 
Fi . _ the heart in the fear of God all the day long. 4s th 
4; _ prieſts, under the law, were not only to offer up ll 
morning and evening (ſacrifice duly, but to keep the f 
burning on the altar all ibe day; fo we muſt not ſat 
* fy ourlelves with ſolemn and: ſtated duties only, be 
ſhould . ſtudy to keep in the (fire always by ba 
bt. thoughts and ejaculations. Chriſt ſaith: of the ſpouleii 
bt that her lips drop as an' honey comb, which is either | 
dropping, or in a continual forwardneſs to drop Som 
of God's people have more devotion this way in the 
ſhops, than others have in their cleſets; and whilt 
walking in the ſtreets, or working in the fields, thi 
© _ others, hare when praying on their knees: they haf 
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| y on tbe Lord's Fg is — 0 the 
* ſeriptures, and ot ber good books. 9 8 „ 


This is a. duty neceſſary every day, but cally | 
\ the Lord's day: it is the character of the bleſſed , 
, that 44s delight is in the lam 'of the Lord, and be 
ate therein both day and night, Pſal. i. This ſhould 
particularly yerified of us on the Sabbath. Read 
le word, that you may be taught what to believe of 
. what duties you owe to God, and what fins 
by are guilty of agzinſt him. Who can ſet forth the 
rellency and uſefulneſs of it? It is a glaſs to diſco» 
en lamp to guide us in the dark, a fire to 
am-our cold ions, a magazine to ſupply us with 
our againſt our ſpiritual enemies, It is a phyſie 
n, wherein grow all ſorts of medicinal herbs for 
ya Her maladies s the promiſes are as fragrant 
mers or ſpices in this garden; believers take many 
nleaſant walk among theſe beds of ſpices. It is an 
pthecary's ſhop, out of which we may have eye-falye 
Ir our blindneſs, ſovereign cordials in all our ſoul- 
Ihreſſes,, - David found this to his ſweet experience, 
al, exix. 50. This ts my. comfort in my afflidtion, for 
y wird hath guickened me. Here are ſuitable eordials 
Ir all our various caſes, be it deſertion, temptation, 
erty, ſickneſs, reproach, perſecution, &e, Here are 
* waters of the ſanctuary for 2 us from our 
here is the heavenly rain, for making ſoft 
4 | tender our hard hearts. © The ſcriptures are both 
d and phyſic to our ſouls; here is meat for ſtrong 
a, and milk for babes. „ The two Teſtamente (as 
— ſaith) are the two breaſts which we muſt 
ck for ſpiritual nouriſhment,” And: there is none 
God's children that will call them dry breaſts, or 
iy eiſterns z they have often afforded them trength, 
Ds, light, life, and comfort: O how: highly 
_ 1 in all ages, prized God's ny word, 
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* * in a dark dungeon, when light was a0 


K than by reading the ther of God. 80 far as time ci 


| 5 in God's law day and night, Pfal. i. 344 It is a8 1e 
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1% | - Of the Dutlertequifte 
end the. libaity-of reading it! It de dee foul 
honey to their taſte, See e eee 


for a ſhort. time to take hie meat he would ni 
his Bible, and read a portion of it, faying, * He coul 
eat without light, but he could not read without it 
. 1am perſuaded there is no better way in this world fa 
improving the faculty of ſight, and benefit of lig 


allow you upon the Sabbath, 1 judge it very profitablf 
to read other good books alſo, ſuch as our Confeſiq 
of Faith, Vincent's. Catechiſm; Vincent on the li 
Judgment, Guthrie's Trial of a ſaving Intereſt in Chrif 
Allein's Alarm, Baxter's Call to the Unconverts 

Pearſe's Preparation for Death, Fox's Time and ü 
End of Time, Doolittle's Call to delaying Sinners, Bat 
ter's Saints everlaſting Reſt, his Poor - Man's Family 
| book, Gray's Sermons, Flayel's Touch-ſtone of Sincerity 
his Saint indeed; Mead's Almoſt Chriſtian, the Treatiſe 
of Doolittle, Campbell and Henry upon the Sacramen 
7555 Rutherſhord's Letters, the Fulfilling of the Scriptures 
Clark's Martyrology, Beard's Theatre of God's Judy 
ments, Theſe and ſuch like books, next to the Hol 
Bible, I recommend to the peruſal of all private Chf 
tians, as being eaſy and plain to common capacities, a 
ſome of the moſt generally uſeful, inſtructing, awak 

ing, ſoul-ſearching and heart-warming pieces that I har 
| ſeen among human writings,” and which have bel 
ſed to the echiication of mapy thouſands. | 


9 55 4 4 ere duty on + the Lord's has 1 meditation 1 
by 5 © Gvine Hife. | 


This duty i is proper every day, much more on f 
| Sabbath, which is ſequeſtrated for divine employ: 
It is the character of the bleſſed man, that he 2 


ful and neceſſary duty; it excites the affections, nf 
| quickens/ the graces; it ſtrengthens faith, Pal, dit 
B 6 and inflames our love ; 6 
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F N 1 LY 1 
«Gas makes lde fre to burn. Meditation is à great 
lp to. every. duty, Plal. cxix. 59. It helps to read 
bear the word aright, and to know the truths there- 
F practically 3 it helps to pray, and yields matter to the 
gue, Pſal, xlv- 1. It prompts us to confeſs ſin, and 
% ART . 
ze perſuaded, then, to engage your hearts to this ne- 
ſary but much neglected duty; for though it be moſt 
eſyl and profitable, yet I know no duty more ſlighted 
M forgotten. The beſt of God's people have cauſe to 
gent this moſt bitterly before the Lord. Who can ſay 
y meditation all the day. As for the generality of the 
orid, they have no ſenſe. of the obligation of this duty 
on their ſpirits; they live without thinking, and that 
ores their ruin. O! if fingers would retire from com- 
any, and ſpend ſome little time now and then in ſecret 
linking, it would, through the bleſſing of God, work 
me change in them. I remember a paſſage 1 have read 
ta dying father, that on his death-bed left it as a ſo- 
mn charge upon his only ſon, who was a great prodi- 
tat he ſhould ſpend a quarter of an hour every day 
retired thinking; and, to encourage him to undertake it, 
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+ gare him liberty to chuſe any ſubject he pleaſed. The 
a" thinks this an eaſy taſk, and engages to do it; and 
_ Wiccordingly ſets himſelf to perform his promiſe : one day 
oo thinks os bis bypaſt pleaſures, another day he con- 
di fature delights: after a while, he begins to rea- 


in with himſelf what was his father's deſign in laying 
us taſk upon him; at length he thinks his father was 4 
We and good man, and therefore intended and hoped 
bat among the reſt of bis meditations, he would ſome 
ime or other think of religion, When this had truly 
Welt his thoughts, one thought and queſtion comes 
on the back of another, about his bypaſt life and fu- 
tate, that he could not contain himſelf in ſo ſhort 
canknement as a quarter of an hour, but was that night 
bout lleep; yea, and afterwards could have no reſt, 
became ferioully religious. 
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— upon ſome ſpiritual ſubject; who knows what 


| RI CIT as candy? 0 


you ſhall find it pleaſant: though it be difficult to clinh 


L maenner de er XI. 5, 14 


- ifo. 7 N cor are 4 1 for the Sub 


2 Be nat ſcared! at the difficulty of it; for hongh i 


2 will be ready to ſay with Peter os the mount of transf 
guration, It is good for us te he here. David found it 


Ixiii. 6. 


T0 Naturel; 2 may be ſpiritualized, NA common 
_ things may afford us ground for ſpiritual wo 
ti we bad our eyes — and minds ſpiritually 


\ 


ee 
oO Occareleſs ſianer, if von think it too much to ſys 


2 quarter of an hour every day, 1 would beg it of yi 
to-ſpend:a quarter of an hour every Lord's day in retired 


Do you ſay that this is a hard taſk ? wil 
it not the far harder to, Le in hella whole eternity thin. 


will you periſh for want of thinking?” 


ſyſt this duty ſeem-hard, and corrupt nature ſhey 
verſion to it, yet preſa your heart to it, and afterwards 


this mount of meditation, yet, when once we get up, ve 


ſo; My . — of him ſhall be facet, Pſal. cir 34, 
The more we meditate on God, the ſweeter we will find 
him: yea, ſo ſweet did he find this duty, that he ſpent 
whole days in it, Pſal. cxix. 9. and, as if the day had 
been too r he borrows a 75 of the night too, Pfl. 


Obj ect. « Alas! ſhe: a, our - minds are-barren of 
4% good thoughts,” —_ 

Anſ. Ii, If you would accufiom: -yourſelves more to 
the duty, you would have leſs ground of complaint thi 
way. 24/y, When your hearts are barren, there are 
two ſubjects you can never exhauſt: fix your thoughts 
upon any one of them, viz; God's mereies to you, an 
your ſins againſt him. The Pſalmiſt acknowledyes them 


QUEST10N. 


ANSWER. 


— 
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" the Ler- "day; 147 
Bst it is-fir that on the Sabbath, we chuſe 
eſe prope meditation that are moſt edifying, and 
i ſuitable to the great ends of the day. In general, 
N this day to think upon God, upon ourleives, 
upon eternity. But, more particularly, 
1 Meditate upon the goodneſs of God: both that 
dich is common, and manifeſted to you in his works 
f creation: and providence, and that which is ſpecial and 
iſtinpuiſhings diſcovered to you above others. That 
is is a ſuitable fubject for the Sabbath, is clear to Lp 
at reads the xcii. Plalm, with its title; SR oat 
. Think upon his commen goodneſs to us, repre- 
ned in that great looking-glaſs- of the creation. He 
ath made the world a commodious habitation for us, 
rched it over with the beſpangled heavens, and floor- 
In with the ſolid earth. He bath ſet up great lights 
it for our accommodation : : he hath placed a taber- 
ele for the ſun, at a due (diſtance from the earth, 


eaten the earth below. And, that we might nei- 
her be ſtarved with cold, nor burnt up with heat, he 
yes us the clouds as fans to ſcreen us from the ſcorch- 
g bear, and as ciſterns to water the parched ground: 
e gives us the winds to purify the air, the ſea to be a 
ond for fiſh, the valleys to be granaries for corn, the 
wuntains to be a treaſure of minerals, the rivers to be 
eins to carry refreſhment to every part · of the earth. 
us admire both the goodneſs and wiſdom of God dif- 
zyed in his wonderful works, Pſal. civ. 24, © Lora, 
w manifold are thy wor l] in wiſdom haſt thou made 
all: the whe is full of thy riches. The Pſalmilt 
V faith, The heavens declare the glory of God, Plal. 
Ik. 1. and indeed we may look up and read it in theſe 
ning capital letters of ſun, moon, and ſtars. His be- 
| is legible in their exiſtence; his wiſdom in their 
ne; his power in their motion; bis goodneſs in their 
dfulneſs, and his faithfulneſs in their continuance, The 


Yes. This book 1 one ſaith) conkiſts oft three ; 


r k 
: * * 
* . 


d the upper heavens, to enlighten the ſtars above, | 


9 of nature, as well as the ſcriptures, ſhews much of 


and ever. fince hath ſuccoured us in diſtreſs, reſcued ug 


are our miniſtring ſpirits, the lower heavens ſerve to give 


$& Of the Dailet requifite © 
leaves, heaven, earth, and ſen; the creatures then 
i are ſo many letters whereby we may ſpell out the al. 
_ tributes of God: ſome wbereof are capital leiten 
* and more lepible than others. Man is à capital lum 
ec on earth, the fun in the keavens, and the whale in the 

PV Ä Drops Tr Oe” 4. hg 

Again, we ought to meditate upon his goodneſs man 
 feſted in his works of providence. He hath cuviouſlyform. 
ed us in the womb, and carefully watched aver us there. 
in. He preſerved us ſeveral” months in that dark cell, 
without air or breath. He brought us ſafe out of it, and 
preſently thereafter provided two bottles''to ſuſtain us, 


from danger, ſupplied us in wants; yea, he hath fed ug 
at his own table, and made us live upon his colt, Ad 
xvii, 28. He hath given us all the creatures for our aſe 
and ſervice, yea, the moſt glorious of them; the angels 


us breath, the. middle heavens to give, us light and heat, 
and the higheſt heavens afford us a dwelling- place. The 
ſun ſhines, the fire burns, the wind blows, and the water 
flows; nay; all the creatures are at work both day and nig 
and all for the ſervice of a poor worm of fix foot long. 
If a friend give us our bread for a month or two, we 
think ourſelves much bound to him; but how much mort 
beholden are we to God, hb keeps an open free tabl 
for us all the days of the year, and all the years of ot 
te, and even to us, when enemies to him? Behold thel 
Vho hava their mouths opened wide againſt God, he met 
cifully puts bread in their mouths. How great is God 
' goodneſs to us ! and how great is our ingratitude { 
him I I know not which of them we ſhould molt yo 
der at. God gives us peace, money, health and wealth 
but, inſtead of ſerving him therewith, many offer the 
up in a ſacrifice to the devil and baſe laſts, according! 
Hol. ii. 8. God gives ſome folk ſtrength, and they vb 
it among harlots; to others money, and they wafle ft 
_ drunkenneſs and prodigality; to others power, and the 
waſte it in oppreſſion; to others honour, and they 


ercies of God as darts to ſhoot againſt | the heavens; 
ey pervert and miſapply them for diſhonouring God, 
ounding Chriſt, and grieving the Spirit; for debauching 


f the law in pieces before God's face. And yet, even 


vn would praiſe the Lord for bis goodneſs, and for his 


what is man, that thou art mindful of him? 


edt to ſoul and body: he hath not dealt ſo with any 
tion as.with us. Both our national and perſonal mer- 
es are ſingular, and ought this day tv be remembered 
y us. Hath not God delivered many of you from death, 


Pari to break the ſlender twig of life, and to let 
fall into the grave, and into hell both at once? Hath 
not mercifully recovered you, and given you further 
ace-and place for repentance ?. 

Hath not God long preſerved this land from the fa- 
ne, ſword, and peſtilence, and ſuch deſtroying judg- 
ents as have been making havoc m other nations about 
„ laying heaps upon heaps? He hath mercifully re- 
ved that dearth and ſcarcity wherewitlr we were al- 
jolt conſumed ſome years ago, when the poor ſwooned 
the ſtreets; and fainted. in the high - ways for want of 


Jon rapine and violence, and lengthened out our peace 


aleat of war, and ſea of blood, 


« fon the Zur dj % 
11 it to ptide and vain glory. Many make uſe of the 
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heir bodies, damning their ſouls, and daſhing both tables 
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bile they are doing ſo, God is guarding them by his | 
rovidence, and feeding them by his bounty. O that 


ndirful works to ſuch undeſerving and ill-deſerving 
uures! We ought this day to triumph i in the works 
f his hands, according to Pſal. xcii. 4. and cry, Lord, 


2dly, Meditate this day upon God's ſpecial and dit. . 
rouiſhing goodneſs to us beyond others, both with re» 


ben ſome dangerous accident, or violent ſickneſs, was 


rad, God hath ſecured our lives, liberties and eſtates 
u tranquility, when other nations dern been turned i in- 


Conlider the goodneſs of God to us this day, that 
are not among the Jews or Pagans on earth, that 
Ter ad: the news 0 = or * * damned | 


of the Meſßah. whoſe firſt miracle was the turning of u 


go. ile Duties requiſite 
in hell, Who are beyond the reach of ihe offen 
| _—— Let us alſo bleſs God, that we live not und 

the Old Teſtament times, but under the New]; not unde 
that darker and harſher diſpenſation of the eavenen 7 
Maſes, whoſe firſt miracle was the 1urning ofitater j 
10 blood; but under the clearer and fweeter diſpenſation 


ger into wine, that cheers the heart of man; 4 hath 
- mercifully freed us from the g poli of Levitical 
_crifices and ceremonies. 
Let us alſa this day thankfully remember Go 
goodneſs, in delivering us from the yoke. of Antichr 
tian tyranny, Popery, idolatry, and perſecution, ard f 
Reon blaſting the helliſn plots and contrivances « 
our enemies againſt the goſpel and Proteſtant religion 
and preſerving us from being invaded in our conſe 
ences, or cut off from the wells of ſalvation, and bare. 
from the ſprings of ordinances, and having our teac 
ers murdered, or driven into corners. Let us bleſs God 
that we have the peaceable enjoyment of pure ordina 
ces under the protection of Proteſtant magiſtrates, an 
are allowed to ſerve God according to our conſciences 
to read the Bible in our own. tongue, and examine 
pv yer delivered to us by this rule: and that we w 
not under the tyranny. of bloody Papiſts, forced to hi 
or burn our Bibles, to bow to ſocks and ſtones 0 
baniſhed our native lan. 
Let us bleſs God, that we live in a ind of light, 
Ne valley of viſſhn, while others about us /it in darkn 
and in the region and ſhadow of death; and that 
allows us ſuch rich goſpel feaſts, while others are 
ſited with cleanne/s of teeth, and a famine of the un 
% Cod: that every Sabbath day there is a fiee marks 
ol grace publicly proclaimed in our ears, whilſt other 
enjoy lent Sabbaths; yea, though we have flighted l 
.. goodneſs, and lothed the manna and honey comb, il 
goodneſs is renewed and continued with us. # 
hall we render unto. the. 880 e all bis * 
; wards „„ 


ek 


> . 


ed by Chriſt's reſurrection- 
This is the ſubject the- angels are priog into; ad 
not we much more, Who are the perſons imme - 
liately concerned ? Chriſt never teſtified ſuch love to 
them; he never forgave them one fin, he never ſhed one 
drop of blood for them; and ſhall not we, for whom 


to this myſtery? 
if, Meditate upon e ſpring of this work, God's 


finite free love, that moved him to pity loſt mankind, 
and contrive a way to redeem him; when; in the mean 
time, he paſſed by a world of fallen angels, who were 

the elder brothers by creation, had a more natural 
eh to the inheritance; and might have been far 
more ſerviceable 'to their Maker than we: yet be-- 
hold, there is not one word of their redemption, no 


recovered 3 God 
and his eye 
was a wonder he drove him not preſently. out of the 
note excellent creatures than Adam was. Chriſi took not 
unſelf with the rags of human fleſh, that he might be- 


dome our Saviour. O glorious incomprehenſible love! 
2dly, Think upon the wiſe contrivance of our re- 


b do both, here is a device for reconciling 


BS 


FY FOO ne of meditation upon the * | 
4% is the work of man's I _= day nee | 


E * 


be * die firexing of blood; zd to whom he harr 
forgiven ren thouſand tafents, be Mas Ah in prying i in · 


= 
” : , 
: - 
5 
1 — — a + 7 4 — _— 
. 5 - EE — 8 . i = 
— — — — a. Adi — oe by F; 
- 2 - — 2K gr . © 


lacrifice provided for them; there is not one devil 
ſhared,” not one of all the thouſands of fallen angels 
preſently took vengeance on them 
all: but 0 how did his bowels yearn, his heart pity, | 
ſpare. popr fallen man in his miſerable con- 
dition! Indeed he drove Adam out of Paradiſe, but it 


wrld into hell, where he had a little before plunged far 


n bim the nature of angels, but he was content to clothe 


ſemption; it would have eternally nonpluſſed tbe 
vildow' of angels, to find out a method how to ſatisfy- 
Bod juſtice, and ſecure man's happineſs both at once, 
do to ſave the lite of the la w- breaker, and yet main- 
kin the honour of the law maker : but here is a way 
jaktiee and 
* way: * both their demands. Sin is ſe⸗ 
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Of a Duties 4 


8 verely puniſhed, as juſtice required; and yet the * 
is pardoned, as mercy pleaded. It would never hay 
entered the thoughts of angels, that God would bm 
9 aac with, his Son, and their Lord, to die a curſed dei 
for vile worms; it would have been blaſphemy for af 
to have thought or ſpoken. it. Though fallen man might 
have had the liberty to chuſe any way of redenpiu 
be pleaſed, he could never have propoſed this, l. 
| deed, when he had been periſhing, he might have crigl 
O Son of God, have mercy on ut! but who would hay 
| ſaid, © Son of Ged, come make thyſelf a man, come 4 

2 4 (urſed death, come Suffer bell"; pains. for me! Thi 
noble device bred only in the. breaſt of the eternally uit 
| God for, had be waited till men or angels had deviſedy 
8 way be our redemption, we had been miſerable to alle 
| Fernity. But, what do I ſpeak !: the wonders of mu! 
- redemption can never be told: bere's a large ſubject for 
_ "meditation and admiration; that can never be exbauſtel 
by men or angels to all eternity. Let this work be the 
delight of our ſouls, eſpecially. on the Lord's day. 0 
belieyers, think much this day upon. the love of our he. 
deemer; remember what he hath done and ſuffered fo 
Jou; cobßder how much he hath given and forgiven to 
you ;. view what he hath laid out, and laid up for you 
think what he hath performed, and promiſed to you! an 
No you will not want matter of meditation. 
iu Another ſubje& of meditation on the Lord's ay 

is our ſtate, and here we may take a view of man's foute 
fold ſtate: 1%, What he once was in a ſtate of innocer 
cy. . 2dþ, What he now is in a ſtate of nature. 34h, 
What he may be in a ſtate of grace. 4tbh, What he 
ſhall be in a ſtate of glory, 
9388 inner, retire this day, and think on your miſery! 
If thou be. vet in a ſtate of nature, thou art withouk 
God, and without Chriſt, in the world; thou fleepel 
and walkeſt i in danger of hell; thou lieſt kill under the 
- heavy. load of unpardoned guilt, there is not one 0 

| all the pumberleſs millions of your fins forgiven, ud 
= e are heavier ga ten thouſand milſtones hung # 


* 


un the n a " If j 


0 time, thou lieſt on the very brink of the ſiery fur · 


* death, norhing but a rotten threed of life keeps 
ee from dropping into everlaſting burnings. * Thou 
veſt not; when thou riſeſt in the moroing, but 
night thou mayſt make thy bed in hell; and when 
ou lieſt down, thou canſt not tell bet: thou' ſhalt 


e angels in heaven, cannot aſſure thee of the contrary, 
what a doleful condition is this, to be always in a ſtate. 


= c— _— 


jus meditation upon your natural ſtate, O ſinner 2 might 
uſe your heart of ſtone to tremble. 

But haſt thou any happineſs while thou art on the fide 
dell? No, ſurely, for your beſt worldly comforts and 
joyments are accurſed to you; Thou art curſed in the 


> GS 


e curſed in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of 


© =». 


— 
— 


ur bleſſings turn into curſes, and your mercies into 


— to God; they bring the more guilt upon 
Chriſtleſs ſtate; for, the longer you live, ſtill the 
ons, which are all ſins, even the very beſt of them. O 


L forbid that thou live and die in this ſtate; for, if 
doſt, thou wilt riſe in the ſame condition at the laſt 


3 for every one of them hath the fear- | 
e of the law hanging at them: and, in the 


; like 'a man ſleeping on the top of the maſt in 
r * a ftorm; there is but one ſtep betwixt thee and 


ile in the flames; all the men in the world, nay, all 


damnation, not ſure to be one hour out of hell! A ſe- 


, Curſed in the field, curſed in thy baſket, and thy 


ground, Deut. xxviii. 15. Nay, every bit of bread 
Wou eateſt, the curſe of God goes down with it, All 


ments; your table is a ſnare to you; the word is the 
Nur of death, and the ſacraments are ſeals of con- 
anation/to you. The beſt actions you perform are but 


Ir head, and treaſure up the more wrath againſt gau. 
ter-you had periſhed in infancy than continue to live 


Ire miſerable you are : for every day, every night, every 
Ir you live, you heat the furnace hotter by your ne- 


Ns a ſtate to be continued in? Canſt thou lye down 
adp to ſleep another night” in this condition ꝰ 


| Nay, your ſtate then will be mois dreadful than e- 
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ill your beart begin to melt, your eyes to weep, an 
I would give ten thouſand world! to be [ute of this; 
aii be terrible if death or a tribunal find me before [| 
time upon this ſoul- concerning ſabje& ? Hath not G6 


expect that God will carry you to heaven like a ſtone, 
the week, 'or one hour of the day? Say not that yo 


chan in thinking upon the world? Spiritual things, alas 


things intrude upon God's day? 


©  "BiRions ſacQtified by his blood. God bimſelf is your Go 
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ver; for then thou wilt ſee above thee the Judge fr 
ing, beneath thee hell gaping, within thee conſciehi 
gonawing, without thee-the world burning; on the righ 
Hand your fins accuſing, on the left hand the den 
3 the good angels keeping thee out of he 
ven, and! the evil angels pulling thee down to hell, « 
poor Chriſtleſs ſoul, continue to think on this ſubjet 


your tongue to cry, O what hail Fas to be Javed? ( 
that I knew where to find Chriſt! © to be found in hin 


found in bim. Is it not worth your while to ſpend ſor 


given you reaſon for this very end, and will you not 
erciſe it? can you think to be ſaved'otherwiſe? Doyt 


fave you without or againſt thy will? Doth the worll 
and your bodies deſerve to be remembered the whol 
day, or whole week, or year throughout? and doth n 
God and your foul deſet ve to be thought on one dayi 


have no ſpare time for this work; for, if you will ſpa 
Bone of your own time for it, 1 beſeech you to ſpen 
God's time well this way. Is it not better to ſpend ſom 
part of the Sabbath in thinking upon your ſouls late 


% 


trouble you little on week-days: and why ſhotld world] 
a, Think upon your happineſs; if you be in 
ſtate of grace, and in Chriſt; you are delivered frot 
him s guilt from Satan's fetters; from the law's curſe 
from death's ſting, and hell's terror. Thou haſt 90 
ace with God; juttice itſelf is thy friend; alt thy el 
yments are ſweetened by Chriſt's: love; all your 


your friend, your portion; yea, all thing 
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| © upon the Lord's day. 153 
on the Sabbath day; for, in the xcii. Pſalm, where ,. 
the-exerciſes of the Sabbath are deſcribed, God calls 
ad teaches us to conſider our latter end. Firſt, the 
ad of the workers of iniquity, who, though hey ſhring 4" 
a praſe, and flouriſh for a ſeaſon, fhall yet in the 
deftryed for ever, ver. 7, 9. And, again, the latter 
dof the godly, whoſe horn, though it be abaſed to the 
laſt for a while, yet in the end ſhall be exalted. It is 
xe principal work. of miniſters this day, to be proclaim- 
n of mortality, and remembrancers of death, according 
Wo iſa. xl. 6, 7, 8. So then it is our duty every Sabbath 
ohave ſerious thoughts of death. Think with yourſelves, 
that if this be the laſt Sabbath that ever I will ſee on 
h! 1 may be called to die, before I be called te 
ear another, offer of Chriſt, Have 1 fitten the goſpel 
ummons, this Sabbath, to come and embrace Chriſt; or 
þ ſurrender my heart to him? What if 1 get a ſummons 
death to come and appear before him before the next 
bath? this I cannot fit. Death is a bold meſſenger, 
Ie cannot be deforced ; when he comes and takes a man 
the throat, the proudeſt, ſtouteſt, and ſtrongeſt in the 
orld muſt. go, whether willing or unwilling, is all one. 
dere are many in the world, at the church, in health 
lis Sabbath, who will be on a death-bed or in eternity 
be next; and Why may not | be one of them? 
Think ſeriouſly upon your latter end: think what 
ill be your caſe in à parting hour, where you will 
ake up your lodging, whether in Abraham's boſom, 
Ir in the devil's arms! O what will be my thoughts, 
when 1 am taking my laſt look of huſband, wife, 
children and relations? What will be my cordial, 
* when the world fails, when friends are weeping | 
about my bed, when my ſenſes are loſing their of- 
| ice, my heart and eye-ſtrings are breaking, and all 
turning dim and dark about me? O what if my 
© lleepy conſcience awake then, and my old buried 
bins revive and fall on, me, to tear me in pieces? 
hat will Chriſtleſs ſinners do in that hour, when. 
Pere is but one ſingle ſtep bet wit their departing ſouls 


j 


Where your feet may light, or to launch into the gre; 


ding about the mouth of a very deep pit, which they d 


, «856 Of the Duties requiſite: 
| © and the Nate of devils? 0 it is fearful to die in yo 
ſios, as it is threatened, John viii. 24. F ye believe u 
that I am be, ye ſhall die in your fins. O better die 
a dungeon, among toads and ſerpents, than die in you 
fins J for theſe are ſerpents that never leave ſtinging, and 
will faſten ſo upon thee, as never to part with thee agu 
they will go to the grave with thee as thy companio 
to a tribunal with thee as thy accuſers, and to hell w 
thee as thy tormentors. O it is terrible to die out « 
Chriſt, and without fight of an intereſt in him; to maky 
a leap in the dark over a bottomleſs gulph, not knowin 


ocean of eternity, without fight of a landing place for yo 
ſoul. O how will the poor ſoul ſhrink back into the bad 
in ſuch a cafe, when it begins to awaken out of its drean 
and look out into auother world, ſaying, How ſhall I ven 
ture forth, where l ſee nothing but darkneſs and hotro 
or a flaming ſword ready to meet me? 


„ Think upon the continual hazard you are in of death 
Ks arrows are flying thick about you, and many are fil 
ling flain on every hand of you; and God knows but th 
next day may hit thee: and what if thou be unprepared 
und hell follow the pale horſe? 
© Fhink upon the ſottiſh ſtupidity of many, who, thi 
| they ſtand tottering day and night upon the brink bot 
of the grave and hell, yet can ipend whole weeks, ye 
months, withont a ſerious thought of eternity: yea, | 
the hoſe mourning, and in the „ght of the dead, th 
can think, talk, jeſt and laugh, and never have one gra 
 thoughtor word about their latter end. Fooliſh ſinne 
are rightly compared to a company of blind men dat 


not perceive, nor hear the groans of thoſe who fall :0! 
bottom of it: now and then one drops in, but {til 

reſt continue the dance. This day a {wearer dies, at 
tumbles into hell; the next à drunkard, the next) 
 Whoremonger: but {till their companions in fin go on 
their mad career, till they drop in too, 

Think what a fearful ſurprize death is to man) cat 
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„ 05 Lords day. | | 157 | 
5 finders 3 it lights upon them like a falcon out of the 
f they muſt flit, and they were not thinking on it; 
ey have their lodging to ſeek, and they know not 
here. O it is ſad to be turned out of the clay taber- 
ade, and to be put to knock, and cry, Lodging, lodging, 
Gels ſake ; and yet get no other anſwer but a frown, 
„ Depart from me, I know you not! What cauſe have 
to pray, Lord, let us not have our work to do, 
when our day is done; our weapons to ſeek, when 
the enemy is at the gates; our oil to buy, when the 
market is ended, and the Bridegroom come“ 
Think alſo upon the happineſs of a dying believer, 
ho can go forth half way and meet death, and bid it 
elcome, as a friend. Death ends his ſorrow, and 
koins his joy. It is an outlet to miſery, and an inlet 
p happineſs 3 it frees bim of his greateſt grievance in 
he world, that is fin, As fin was the womb: that 
fought forth death, ſo death is the tomb that buries 
bh; thus God, in his wiſdom, cauſes the daughter ta 
leſtroy the mother; and hence it is, that death is put 
the belieyer's inventary of goods, 1 Cor. jit. 22. 
Death is theirs, It is their Father's ſervant ſent to carry 
dem home to their Father's houſe; a palace all be- 
pangled? with light, where they fhall fob no, more, 
ad, which is infinitely. better, where they ſhall fin ng 
hore for ever. They ſhall be troubled no more with - * 
ill heart, nor a tempting devil; they ſhall com- 
un no more of darkneſs, and diſtance from God; 
ht ſhall} ſpend a whole eternity in praiſes, doxologies, | 
plannas and hallelujahs to God and the Lamb, 
Think on the bleſſed change, © believer, that death 
U make in thy circumſtances ere long. It will tranſ- 
ot thee from a cottage to a palace, from a wilderneſg 
b Canaan, from a ſtormy ſea to a ſafe ſhore, from 
le dunghill to a glorious city, a city whoſe walls anc 
Wndations are of precious ſtones, its ſtreets of gold, VE 
0d its gates of pearl; whoſe light is the Lamb, and 
Moſe temple is God. Haſt thou not cauſe, then, to 
e the Lord Jelus Chriſt, Who has provided this ei- 141 
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"us Of the Dutler requiſite 

oy for. thee, and found out a way to it; who by lu 
death has unſtinged death, and by his blood has par 
a way through its dark valley for thee: to walk in, and 
fear no ill? O believer, fear not though the trance be 

' ſomewhat dark, the paſſage is ſafe, and the end is liphty 
the day is ſhort betwixt thee and home, it is but wink 
J. EL ES EIN 0 a0 re 


© - +», Laſtly, Think often how holily and: ſpiritually you 

will wiſh you Bad ſpent this day, when you come to 

a death-bed, and death and eternity begin to ſtare you 

cloſely- in the face. You will then begin to wih, 0 

that 1 had ſpent more of my time, and eſpecially of 

. the Lord's day, in meditation and prayer! O if God 

would try me again, how ſerious and diligent would þ 

be! Conſider, on the other hand, what a pleaſant 

death-bed the righteous will bave, Who have ſpent the 

Sabbath religiouſly! what ſatisfaction they will have 

in the review thereof! and what comfort in the pro- 

ſpect of an everlaſting Sabbath above, 0 which they 

are haſtening! They will, be rejoicing when others . 

bout them are weeping : they will be ſmiling when ther 

eye-ſtripgs are breaking, and inward: ſtrength failing 

They will be longing to be with Chriſt, which is belt 

of all, It was a choice ſaying of one near death: My 

% head is in heaven, my: heart is in heaven; it is but 

4 one ſtep more, and | ſhall be all in heaven. And muſt 

not the latter end of ſuch. be peaceable and pleaſant? 

Many, doubtleſs, with Balaam, would wiſh to die thei 

death, however ill they like their life; many, like that 

"young man, who ſaid to his looſe companion (after they 

had viſited holy Ambroſe on his death-bed, arid ſaw hoy 

cheerfully he was triumphing over approaching death) ©0 

«* that 1 might live with thee, and die with Ambroſe!" 

But it is vain to think to dine with Satan and luſts in this 

| world, and hereafter to /up with Abraham, {/aac an 

Jacob in the kingdom of heaven; for whatſoever a mal 
„  foweth, that ſhall he also reap, Gal vi. 7. 

oY; V. Another ſubje& of meditation on the Sabbath 

ada, is the ceverlativg reſt and employment in he! 


„ You-are called this day to have frequent thoughts 
it, Gace the Sabbath is an emblem thereof, and ſerves 
> keep us in mind of it. Take care, then, O believer, to 
end eyery Sabbath in the vie w of heaven, and live every 
bath as it were to be your laſt, and behave this day, 
one that believes yon may be in heaven before the 
xt Lord's day, celebrating an eternal Sabbat. 
Let your worſhip this day below put you in mind 
{ that more perfect worſhip above, Where you ſhall 
e him whom you worſhip, and enjoy immediate 
mmunion with him: O' the difference betwixt that 
orſhip there, and ours here, is great! There is no 
earineſs there in beholding God, no wanderings nor 
xcurſions- of the heart from God, no inclinations 
ere to drowſineſs or ſleep in worſhip,” no d ill or low 
oaceptions: of God, no deadneſs of heart or frame; 
heir harps are never out of tune, their hearts are: al» 
ays up, and fit for the high praiſes of God. There 
no note lower there than Glary to Cod in the bigbeſt: 
jery faint" ſings his hallelujahs on the | higheſt key, 
d all of them join harmoniouſſy in the work of 
ling God with one heart and ſoul. Are congre- 
nonal aſſemblies of ſaints ſo pleaſant on earth, e. 
pecially: when they jointly and melogiouſly fing God's 
niſe? O what will it be then, when they all meet 
bore in that great general aſſembly; ef the charch of 
te firſt-horn, together with the innumerable company 
angels, and there with one heart and voice fing God's 


l Riſes? - How raviſhiong will it be to: hear that»eters 

I muſic: of che bride- chamber, that ſweet melody 
be church triumphant, where there is no jarring 
i., no diſpleaſing ſound, no diſcord between heart 
N tongue, no willows there to hang their harps up! 


een, no evil to be felt or feared to all eterdity? - 
mr diſcouraged believers, are ye now troubled wick 
hearts, and vain thoughts? Are ye plagued witk 
adering and wearying hearts in duty? Theſe com- 
Pants ere long ſhall be taken out of your mouths; real. 
CCCCCCWCCCCCV rctti gh} a: #2 38 1. Tad. 153 . 
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„ 00 bad news there to be heard, no ſad fight o 


3 1 and my God:? Shall I be ſatisſied in this ſtate? 


toe © Of the Dutler ? 
| Eph. v. 2 27. the church gbd ve 44th: neither r nor turly 
Au. Once the glorified) ſaints faces were as black u 
vrinkled as yours, but ndw/ they have none 2 once the 
hearts were as bad a yours, but now they are as fixy 
pillars in the temple of God, they, gv no more out, 
Take à view, this day, by faith of the glorious cot 
pany above, behalt Gtr iſt upon tris: white throhe, M 

vich his crown of rightebuſnaſs, und allithe ſfaithſulche 

in Abraham's boſom how glorivuſly do they ft 
in the kingdom of their Father! The fun: is a 1g] 
glorious creature, hut it would-be uſeleſs there; 
would not be ſeen ſor the brighineſt of the 1020 
nay, every faint ſhallibe us glorious as that fun, Wi 
enn tell tlie happineſs of the inhabitants of that plucy 

where. every bead wears a royal crown, every hat 
ga palm of victory, every eye overfiows with joy, auf 
every; tongue with ſongs of praiſe? O believer, thi 
with yourſelf, what a — there is betwixt yoi 
Rate and theirs? * Oh; I am ſighing, they are fi 
% ing; I am ſinning, they are ſerving God; I at 
©; groaning out my complaints, they are trumpet 
. forth God's a I am in därkneſe, and e 
% not ſee God; they duell in-light, and ſee: him fac 
to face. 0 my Lord, muſt 1 ſtay behind, when th 
<<-are going? Muſt I lye-groaning and fighing here, whi 
, they are triumphing above, and dividing the ſp 
My Lord is gone and left the earth; aud entered i 
to his glory; my brethren and friends are gone 
«their bleed: reſt, and muſt þ wander in the wide 
_ meſs, abſent from home, far diſtant from my Fatih 
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„will lock aftet them with a longing. eye, I'll 

1 kuocking at the gate till God open to let me i 
u ill pant, breathe, and cry, O Lord, how lot 
% How is my pilgrimage prulonged! How am 1 « 
* #: tained in this valley of tears, / wandering in the 0a 
and can ſcarce get any. ſight of Canaan! Whi 
. Aidhall che days of my baniſhment be finiſned, d 
= may get home 0. my country. and friends abo 
„ © when ſhall I fit at the fountain head, and di 
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pentifully of x the. liviog ſkreams that make glad the 
city of Go | . 
4.5 e rejoice in the enen of that a3 * | 
ken thou ſhalt meet with thy Father and thy brethren, 
d when. thou ſhalt fee thy elder Brother on the 
rone ready to paſs ſentence in thy favours. O how 
will it be, when he is frowning and thundering | 
aſt tbe wicked, to ſee him turn and ſmile on thee 
eee O what love will be in his looks. 
kar melody will that ſentence found in thy ears, 
ye bleſſed of my father ! KC. How raviſhing a ſur- 
ze, O believers, will it be to meet with your godly 
quaintance, _ whom ye prayed, praiſed, and con- 
kd here. O then, may ye rejoice together, and 
This voice of joy we now hear, is not like 
uur old groans and: complaints, nor like the oaths, 
curſes, and reprogches our card were grated with on 
earth. | What is become of our hard hearts, our 
worldly unbelieving hearts? Where are all out 
hade, corruption, ten ts tions, aud burdens now ? 
What is become of a. body of death, indwelling 
in that lay fo long on vs as a dead weight? What 
is become of the church's enemies we often com- 
\phined df? © !- theſe are all gone, they ſhall 
able you no more; you ſhall triumph over them, as 
el did on th other. fide of the Red-fea, when they 
be Egyptians drowned, and lying dead upon the 
re, Theſe Egyptians, O believer, whom thou once 
eſt to thy great vexation and trouble, #hou ſhalt ſee 
in 10 more. 1 orb 
| might mention mar other ſubjects. of meditation 
er for the Sabbath; as the evil of fin, the va- 
| 1 the world, the worth of the ſoul; che ſufferings 
Chriſt, the laſt judgment, and many others, which 
ſermons you hear that day will bring to your re- 
mbrance : but; fearing that. I have been too tedious 
Rady upon this head, I malt paſs them, and proceed 
mother TI _ 188 o * Lord's ways 
uh is, 
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bis duty is near of kin to the former, it being 4 
ſort of reflexive meditation, the mind turns inward 20 
cTommunes with itſelf, according to Pſal. iv. 4. tj 
abſolutely neceſſary that we ſhould take ſome time 1 
commune with ourſelves, and aſk what we are, wh 
we have been, and what we have done, Jer, viü. 6 
And is not the Sabbath a ft time for this duty, wh 
we retire from the noiſe of tle world, and are ng 
diſturbed with ſecular affairs? This is a moſt impor 
duty, and nearly concerns our eternal well-being; by 
yet it is a duty very much neglected. Many have live 
fifty or ſixty years in the world, that never ſpent one ho 
ia communing with their own hearts: there are mary g 
30g out of the world, who never yet began to inqui 
why they came into it, and never yet aſked the quell 
. at their ſouls, Are you to flit hence, or live here for 
ver? why came you hither, and where are you to lody 
when you. go hence? Many live in a croud of world! 
buſineſs, are hurried from one thing to another, lea 
out of their beds to the world in the morning. and frot 
ide world to their beds again at night, and ſo never fn 
one minute on the week-days to take their ſoul alide 
and for the Sabbath, though they have time for it, yt 
"ſuch is their averſion to the work, they ſhift it all the 
can, and avoid meeting with themſelves ; they rathi 
converſe with any in the world, than with their on 
hearts. It is againſt ſelf-loye and carnal eaſe, fora m 
to turn his own accuſer and judge: therefore ma 
would rather drudge and toil their bodies whole da 
and weeks at the foreſt labour, ere they ſpent one qu 
ter of an hour at this exerciſe; and fo they live the 
whole lives ſtrangers to themſelves. We would think 
| - ſtrange to hear of two men that converſed every d 
1.5 for fifty or ſixty years ſpace; and yet all ibis while 
not know one another; and yet this is the caſe b 
'f.. twixt many and their ſouls; for, as long as they ba 
\ , lived together, they are utterly unacquainted, hey © 
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e turn inward to converſe with themſelves, they have 
0 ſerious thoughts about their own ſtate and condl- 
on It is faid of the rich man in the parable; Luke 
i. that in Hull he lift up his eyes, as if he had never 
onfidered nor 'bethought himſelf till that time; and 
deed it is the want of retired conſideration, and 
coples ſerious bethinking of themſelves, that is the 
in of many thouſands. O then, reſolve in God's 
rength, that, in ſpite of che devil, and your own cor- 
tion, you and your ſouls ſhalt have a meeting, and 
lire no longer affunder; that ye will imitate David, 
phl, cxix. 59. I rhought on my ways, and turned my 
et unto thy teſtimonies, | Seeing then you have free 
ine for this duty on 'the Lord's day, take your ſouls 
ide, and inquire into their ſtate; ſay, „O my ſoul, 
| where art thou? Art thou under a covenant of 
„ works, or a covenant of grade? Doſt thou belong 
b to Chriſt's family or the devil's? Art thou in the 
| narrow or broad way? Syppoſe 1 ſhoujd die this 
„ night, (for God knows if ever I ſhall ſee the mor- 
* row's light) what hope will J have in a dying hour? 
Where will death land me? whether with God in 
heaven, or with devils in hei? Would Chriſt ſmile 
on me in the dark valley, or be my advocate at 
God's bar? Is there any faving change yet wrought 
* on my heart and life by a work of converſion? God 
# forbid 1 undergo my great and final change till this 
# happy change be wrought, Can 1 ſay, I am not 
# the man that once I was ? once Twas blind, but now: 


* 


erted and unconverted, with the greateſt ſeriouſneſs and 
ixiety of foul, and ſee which of them you can apply to 
durſelf; ery that God may open a window in your 
eaſt, to let you ſee into your own heart, and foul's 
ite; and, whatever you be deceiyed in, beg it of him, 
bat be may not ſuffer you to be deceived in this momen - 
ms point, where your ſoul and your all is at ſtake; and, 
you find yoyrſelf in a bad ſtate, give m2 reſt to your 
yer, nor ſlumber to your eye-lids, till, in God's ſtrength, 
ju reſolxe on a thorough change. . 
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# ſee.” Study and inquire into the marks of the con- 
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| ; 
| 100, It is 3 on exery private Chriſtin, 
| "the Eord's day, to practiſe the works of charity and mer 
c,, both to the ſouls and bodies of men, Study to py 
| mote the edification of others, by good counſels, inſtng 
tions, admonitions, and reproof. Comfort the afflided 
ſupply thoſe that are in ſtraits, viſit the fick, aud tho 
that are in miſery.” Theſe are proper duties on the d 
bath, and God is highly pleaſed with them, Jams l 2 
If we practiſe theſe duties confcientiouſly;. we may be 
do good and get good; we may both give direction a 
comfort to the diſtreſſed, and receive inſtruftion a 
Comfort to ourſelves : though we may not inquire at un 
dliead, yet we may learn many wholeſome leſſons fromthe 
1 dying And would to God that both the perſons viſiting 
and viſited were more ſpiritual in their converſe than of 
dinarily they are! for then this duty will be found ven 
edifying and profitable: But if, when we viſit the fk 
This day, we ſpend the time in worldly diſcourſe, aud not 
For the ſpiritval advantage of the ſick, and others pre 
| Tent, we profane the Sabbath, inſtead of ſanctifying it. 
Do ve ee lome oppreſſed by continual lumbering an 
geeping⸗ when death is ſuppoſed to be near, ſo that they 
cannot think on their everlaſting ſtate? let this teach u 
| 20 remember our latter end, and awake our ſouls to the! 
Work, while we are in health. 
Do we fee others troubled with ravings? let it read 
us to employ our reaſon for our ſouls advantage whil 
we hase - the uſe of it. N 
Do ve ſee ſome ſadly diſcompoſed with extreme pail 
Ez and agonies ? let it mind us to e our work whil 
| ben and eaſe remain with us. 
: Do we obſerve their f. 25 failing, tongue faultering 
or hearing growing worſe? O Jet this teach us 
1 male a covenant with our eyes, and turn them aut 
- "on beholding vanity; to uſe our tongues for God 
 - glory, and beware of abuſing them now, while u. 
bdepe che uſe of them; and to employ our ears ſo 
i hearing en inflodions . hey are in cal 
tyr- it. 2 4 ; 
- \ 
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Of Preparation . | 


 prxRECTION It 


mcerning the ſpecial order, method and manner, wheres. 
in the auer of the Sabbath are to be nn, . 


HE Lord requires us, not only to take 3 to 
- the matter of our duties, but alſo to the manner 
if them 3 not only to do what is good, but to do it well. 
„ ve muſt ſeek God in due ordinances, ſo we mult ſeek 
im in 4 duc order, 1 Chron. xv. 13. Very much de- 
ends upon the circumſtances of our e therefore 
e mult look narrowly to them. { 
- That we may take a view of the aten of the 
bath complexly, and the order and circumſtances of 
be duties thereio W there are three thingy to be 
onlidered: 
I. What is iber! in order to prepare for the 8b 
ath, before it come. 

2. What is requilite in performing the duties of the” 
abbath, when it is come. 
3. What is requiſite at the end of the Sabbath, or 
den the work avon is over.. : 
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1 Concerning + our preparation for the Sabbath, 


A $.to the firſt, that it is needful to prepare for hs” 
Sabbath, cannot be denied, if we conſider the 
ord remember prefixed to the commandment ;| Remems 
the Sabbath to keep it holy, We muſt remember i it 
fore it come, fo as to provide for it. Moſes calls the 
ople, Exod. xvi. 23. to mind that to-morrow: is the 

off of the haly Sabbath. © 

Again, if we conſider the nature of the Sabbath G04 | 
d our unfitneſs. for it, preparation will be found very . 
tedful, We are called this day to make ſolemn and near 
proaches to that God who is a glorious Spirit, and to 
old communion with him who is infinitely holy; and is 1 
dot very neceſſary, that we, who are naturally carnal; _| 
A much Inyolved i in TEL bulineſs * the 14 of 
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dies Poly day? For holy performances God requires ut 


8 the king ſhould ſend thee word, that he would dine vit 


! © Of Propurathn | 
mould endeavonr to abſtract our thoughts from earl 
things, that we may draw nigh to ſo great a God wa 


make Holy preparations 3 and therefore David fi 
Plal, xxvi. 6: I will waſh mine hand; in inneceng, | 
will I compaſs thine altar, O Lord. The mariner thi 
| Intendeth a voyage, he not only provides his tackling 
but he is careful, before he ſail, to put his ſhip'off fo 
the land, that he may catch the firſt fair wind, In lite 
manner, O Chriſtian, if thou would launch heavenward 
upon a Lord's day, he concerned to get the veſſel of thy 
beart put off from the earth on the evening before. 
| Wert thou a perſon of great quality and eſtate, ar 


thee to-morrow, thou wouldſt make preparation for bis e 
tertainment the day before, by cleanſing the houſe, aal 
putting all things in order, ſuitable to the dipnity of { 
great a prince. Now, when king Jeſus gives thee notich 
before hand, that on ſuch a day he is to ſup with thee 
wilt thou not teſtify thy reſpect to fo great a potentats, 
by making preparation for him? When Chriſt prepares 
a table for thee in the goſpel, and furniſhes it with al 
the dainties of heaven, pardon, peace, love, grace, and 
eternal life; ſhouldſt thou nat empty thy ſtomach, cleanle 
thy heart, adorn thy ſoul, and make ready to feaſt wi 
thy Redeemer? At this goſpel table others fi and ſeed 
their ſouls are f//ed with marrow and faineſs, and thei 
mouths praiſe the Lord "with joyful lips; but, alas 
many have no ſtomach, they can eat little, and favoi 
nothing. Their ſtomachs are foul, their hearts unclean; 
_ the world fills their thoughts; they taſte no goodnels it 
bearing, in prayer, praiſes, or any duty of God's worſhip! 
why, they. are at no pains before-hand to empty the 
minds of the world, and prepare for this heavenly fare. 
Reader, were I to counſel thee how to improve a 
| © ket day, ſo as thou mightſt gain much wealth and tres 
__ fare, 1 doubt not but thou wouldit hearken to me: 40 
wilt thou not regard me, when I am to adviſe thee bot 
bs ſpend the Lord's day, the market day for thy foul, 
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thou mayelt get the true treaſure, even durable riches 


u prepare for this market day, before it come, and 

' ſkill from God how to improve it aright to the en- 
ching of thy ſoul, Antiently there were laws obligiug 
ople to lay aſide their work at ſuch a particular hour 
0 Saturday's afternoon, that they might remember and 
repare for the Sabbath : likewiſe it was a cuſtom in ſome | 
aces to have public divine exerciſe and worthip on the 
nurday's evening; ſo that, at the ringing of a bell for 

| NIN: gave over their work, and repaired to the 
durch to worſhip God, and hear ſomething ſuitable and 
reparatory to the Sabbath, I cannet but commend this 
ratice, as a good way to conclude and ſhut up all the 
abours-and cares of the week, and publicly to give God 
anks for proſpering the works of our hands, and alſo 

d confeſs and mourn for the carnality of our hearts, and 
ur little minding of Chriſt and heaven in our weekly bu- 
ineſs, and our manifold ſhort-comings in our duties both 
0 God and man, and our forgetting and not. pradtiling 
through the week the ſermons we have heard the pre- 
teding Sabbath: likewiſe it is a good way to take off our 


he thoughts for the work of the approaching Sabbath; 
the fame, and for ſpecial aſfiſtance to miniſters and peo- 


May be one of the beſt Sabbaths we ever had, and that 
It may be one of the days of heaven to our fouls. 

But, more particularly, the preparation needſul for the 
Aabbath conſiſts in thoſe things? . 
, In your diſpatching and ordering your labour and 
bulneſs through the week with ſuch prudence and fore - 
lebt, that it may nowiſe - hinder or diſturb you on the 
rr, 0 i Te 
 24y, In leaving off your work timeouſly the night 
before, and going ſeaſonably to reſt, that both your fer- 
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nc righteouſneſs ? Lay afide worldly cares, remember % | 


hearts from the world, and to compoſe and ſpiritualize - 
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ud alſo to pray and wreſtle together for a bleſſing on 
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ple in the duties of the day, that the epſuing Sabbath | 
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nts and you may be in caſe to riſe early on Sabbath - 3 
ncrniog, and not to be drowſy or ſleepy through the day. 
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| 5 \ Light chan any othernight-of che week; they lye long 
| - * wo:betfon Sabbath night than any other night, and the 


bf the enſving holy day. g 


. It iv a great ineroachment upon the Sabbath, that ſong 
are guilty of, they fit up and work later on Saturday 


on Sabbath morning than any other day, they go ſoon 


riſe ſooner on Monday morning than any other day d 
the week. Now, what is this but a grudging God hy 
due time, a wearying of his day, and making it as ſhoniſ 
n you can, and ſeeking to win it, if poſhble, from of 
"the Saturday's night and Monday's morning? 
Duader the law, the latter; part of the day, preccd+ 

Ing the Sabbath, was called 2 day of preparation fu 

 #hbe Sabbath, Luke xxiii. 54. intimating that it is our 
duty to prepare for the Sabbath before it come, and u 
40 it upon the day preceding. Likewiſe, we find that 
Nehemiah ordered the gates of Jerufaſem to be ſhut 
when it began to be dark before the Sabbath, Neh. xm 
19, thereby teaching us 'timeouſly to ꝑive over our tra 
_ ficking and worldly buſineſs on the evening before the 
Lord's day, and not to follow our buſineſs too late, lelt 
our thoughts be tao much embarraſſed with ſecular il. 
fairs, and we thereby indiſpoſed for the religious dutiet 


- ;3dly, It would be a good way to prepare for the 
| Lord's day, fometimes'to take your children and fer 
vants on the Saturday's night, when you: call them toge 
ther for family- worſhip, and inſtruct them concernung 
we end andiinfticmion of the Lord's day which is aps 
pProaching, and the nature of the ſervice that is requi 
ou 2 upon it. The Lord commends Abraham, for con. 

I  manding bis houſehold and children after bim to loch it 
way ofthe Lord, Gen. xviii, 19. And he frequently direds 

the lſraelites to inſtruct their children concerning the mea 
ing ol their rites and obſervations; and particularly concerts 
ing the Paſſover, he ſaith, Exod. xii. 26, 27 Aud it ſhall 
tem to-paſt, when your children ſhall ſay unts you, What 
bn you by this ſervice ? that ye ſpall fay, It is the ſe 

i  crifceof the Lard's Paſſover, who paſſed over the bout 
of the children of {ſrael in Egypt, when he ſmote the bs 

\ gYptiani, &, Sa, in like manner, concerning the obs 
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, d, Ee iy) 1h 
ation" of the Lord's day, you ſhould tell your fami- 
lies, The day of ſacred reſt, now approaching, is 2 
memorial of God's wonderful love to us, that when 
we were loſt and undone by fin, curfed by the divine 
„ .. and excluded ont of God's reſt, our Lord [Jeſus 

Chriſt undertobk a great work for us to make 18 ; 
„ pende, become our ſurety, and bear the curſe and 
« ruth due to us; 'and when he had fo done, and fi- 
« niſhed his work of redemption, he, on the ſirſt day of 
« the week, entered into his reſt by his reſurrection, ani 
« thereby made known to us that we ſhould keep this 
«day as x dey of holy reſt to him, in remembrance of 
« bis glorious work, and as a pledge of our celebrating 
u everlaſting Sabbath with” him above, in admiring 
his love, and finging his praiſe : and therefore let us 
a” make ſuitable preparation for this ' ſolemn day, and 
| 


che duties of it.“ Alas! the omiſfton of ſuch in- 
ions as theſe to young perſons, doth cauſe the ob- 
rain of this day, with many, to be built only on 
tute and! example; and hence follows the great ne- 
oe of Sabbath fanRification, which is ſo common a- 
ron us. VV „ 
, If you would prepare for the Sabbath, call 
eig er your thoughts timeouſly on Saturday's night, from 
 voridly cares and buſineſs, that you may think on the 
+ preat work of the approaching day; and labour to put 
yourſelves in as folemn and as ſerious à frame, as if you 
vere to die and ſtep into eternity, and clear counts at. 
Sod's tribunal, or as if you were viſibly to tryſt and meet 
mh God, and ſolemmly treat with him concernibg your 
u As godly Nehemiah took care to ſhut the gates of Je- 
een on the evening before the Sabbath, chat no bur- 
7" ns might be carried in on the Sabbath day; ſo ſecute 
Jou che gates of your hearts on the Saturday's evening, 
tatno worldly chiog may enter to diſturb you in the 
ſe jolormance of the great and ſolemn duties of the Sab- 
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your actions therein as particularly. as you can, 200 
© repent. for all the fins thereof, whether of omiſſion @ 
commiſſion, and flee to the blood of Chriſt to be cles 
| Ted from the guilt and filth of them, that ſo you ny 
be prepared to appear before a holy God, who is of 


 - . purer eyes than that he can behold iniquity. O ſeek ty 


t all quarrels. through the week removed, that you muy 
ve a reconciled God to meet with upon the Sabbath, 


., Grbly, Study to have a deep ſenſe of your wants up- 


dn your ſpirits, that you may get ſuitable ſupplies -for 
them upon the Sabbath, If you were going to a great 
- market next day, you would be thinking the night before 
what you wanted. or needed thereat: the Sabbath is the 
great. market day for your ſouls, when you may hey 
Chrilt crying, as Rev. iii. 18. J counſel thee to buy if 
me gold tried in the firgy that thou mayeſt be rich, and 
 avbite rai ment, that thou mayeſ} be clothed, &c. 


Jb. Think upon the great deſign of the Sabbath, 


the commemoration of Chrilt's redeeming love; and «+ 
tertain ſerious and thankful thoughts of. the goodneſs of 
_ God manifeſted in the glorious work of redemption; and 
wich podly Nehemiah, Neh. ix. 14. bleſs God for giving 
Jou the Sabbath, ſince it is ſuch a pleaſant and profitable 
day for the ſoullul. Js 


Sthly, Beg earneſlly for God's help to ſanctify the] 


\ Sabbath, and that God. may put you in a ſpiritul 
a frame for. the work thereof, and that you may have 

grace to leave all your worldly cares at. the bottom 0 

"the hill, while you go up into the mount to worſhip God 
| and return again to them, Beg that the fins of the by» 
gone week, and the miſimprovement of former Sab 
baths, may not hinder God's preſence upon the eolu- 


= ing Sabbath. Pray that miniſters may be directed t0 


© ſuitable word for your ſouls, caſe, that your bearts 


q may be prepared, your enemies reſtrained, and Cod 
/ _ » brdinances bleſſed, ſo that it may be a good day, 2 40 


in God's courts.are better than a thouſand elſeæubere. 


And then, having ſo ordered and diſpoſed matter 


hy yourſelyes down to fleep. in Chriſt's. arms, and ur 
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y God. Go to bed with this deſign, that your bo- 
les may be refreſhed. and fitted to ſerve your ſouls in 
e ſervice of God upon the enſuing dag. 


requiſite in doing the work of the Sabbath, when 


have to ſay upon it to three bead: 
i, What is neceſſary before the public worſhip. 
ally, What is neceſſary in time of public worſhip. 
zaly, What is to be done after the public worſhip is 
as to the firſt take theſe directions: Token 
I, When you awake on Sabbath morning, rejoice 
the approach of this bleſſed day: as the birds chirp 
d fing at the dawning of the morning's. light, ſo let 
leverglgecount the light of this day ſweet, as being 
lay of ip 

day wherein the Spirit's dews fall upon the ſoul, As 


+ 


o 


hace, and be glad for it. . 

ll, Let your ſouls be breathing forth holy medita- 
as and ejaculations upon your very firſt awaking: 
| up your hearts in thankſgiving to God for that 
Imfortable reſt and fleep he hath vouchſafed to yau 
eight paſt; for it is he that giveth his beloved ſleep, 


and his ſervice this day: and, betwixt your walk- 
Jud riſing, you may have ſuch meditations as theſe: 
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| . f concerning the Duiie, of the Sabbath, * 


lis come? This is a large ſubject; I ſhall reduce all 


- 


Hie to ſpend the Morning, c. woe 
& his protedtion, leaving your hearts in heaven, thav = 
hen you awake next morning, you may be ſtill with i 
od. Study to ſleep, as well as eat and drink, tn the 


3 


8 to the ſecond thing propoſed, what things are 


bal mercies, a day of communion with God, 


aha n rejoiced to ſes Chriſt's day, John viii. 56. ſo 
ht you this morning, ſaying with the Pſalmiſt; Pſal. 
Wilt. 24. This it the day the Lord hath made, we will. 
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bo renews his mercies to us every morning. 
ewiſe give up and dedicate yourſelves wholly to 


00 if 1 could ſay this morniog with Iſaiah, 
Map. xxvi. 9. W ith my ſoul have 1 defired thee in the 


. . n 


* night, ind with: my ſpirit wit hin me will I fee thy 
© early!—— Let me this morning awake early fro 
2 {in to righteouſneſs, 1 Cor. xv. 34. or that in Ron 
. Kili. Li, 12. It 'is high. time to awake out of fen 
% The night is far ſpent, the day is at band; let me 
« off the Sd, of darkneſs, and put ow the armer 
e light.” Or, think on your awaking out of the ſleep “ 
death, and riſing out of the grave at the ſound of . E 
trumpet, what a ſolemn wakening that will be: « 
think of God's goodneſs to thee, that thou awakel 

in life, health, and ſafety this morning; ſay, Wha 

, a mercy is it, that God has kept my houſe fron 
firing, and falling on my head } that he has chained 

© up Satan, my enemy, that he could neither hurt not 

« fright me in a viſible manner ! Many have hen dout 

& this night without ſleep, and been full of toſfings i 
the dawning of the day; but, bleſſed be God, 1 han 

« laid me down in peace, I have flept and waked agaii 
and my ſleep hath been refreſhing. How would 1 we 

0 lue this mercy, if I were in fickneſs, and could nd 
„get ſleep !—Many have lien down and ſlept, but at 

% yer waked again. in this world; their firſt waking b 

b been in eternity; and O how ſad, if it be in the fume 
. of hell! But, O what ſhall 1 render to the Lord, th 
I wake again in the land of prayer, and of hope; at 
upon a Lord's day morning, wherein I hope to ht 

' & again the joyful ſound, and ſee his power and gler 
in the ſanQuary?” _ 

- If it is a ſummer morning; ers the ſun may be l 

and ſhining, when thou awakeſt, then think, Chi 

* the light of the world, roſe early this morning, fro 

« the dark grave, wherein he lay buried for my fa 

% The Sun of Righteouſneſs was up this day before tl 

* natural ſun.” ——0O think, This is the day whe 

4 in God ſaid, Let there be light, and it was fo. 

«+ the light ſo ſweet, and: is it ſo pleaſant a thing 
the eyes to behold the ſun? O how much more 
e ſee Chriſt, the bright morning: ſtar, this day, by 
0 n , to les the * of r ſhin 


Yoo one ble Lord's day, © 175 
the Frmament of - goſpel:ordinances !! Let me tiſe 
Land prepare for this ſight; O that my eyes may be 
| cleared, and the mote taken out of the eye of faith, 
that 1 may this day ſee him, in comparifon of whom 
the ſun is but a dark clod of earth! O my foul, riſe 
+ from the earth this day, get the moon under thy 
* feet, and clothe thyſelf with the Sun; draw nigh 
to God in ' Chriſt, and ſet thy affections on things | 
above; thou art capable of communion with God, do 
dot debaſe thyſelf in raking always in the duog-hill of 
{ this world, in licking the duſt with the ſerpent, or 

ſeeding on huſks with the ſwine, as if thou hadſt no 
higher end to ſerve than the world. Why wilt thou 
ye among the pots, and wallow in the puddle, when 
ene eam are ſd ner? oi 
Or think, How happy. are the angels, who are 
| exempted from the neceſfity of fleep! They never 
| ret, nor weary of God's work, but praiſe bim day and 
night, Behold, the fun never wearies to ſerve his 
Creator: how many thouſand miles has the ſun tra · 
relled ſince the laſt pight I went to reſt, that he might 
being the light of a new Lord's day to me a poor un- 
| deſerving creature ? And, ſhall not 1 riſe with cheer- 
| fulnely to celebrate this day, and ſerve my God and 
Saviour upon it? It is a mercy the natural ſun is riſen; 
but a far greater that the Sun of Righteouſneſs is up, 
and hath aſcended to his meridian, that he may the 
| detter diffuſe the influences of light and heat upon poor 
cold and blind fouls, ſuch as I am I will get up this 
Gay, and lye in his way as he paſſeth by, and cry with 
the blind man, Son of David, have mercy upon me,” 
L, The morning ſan may mind thee of the danger 
lecure Chriſtleſs ſouls. The ſun ſhone bright on Sodom 
put morning it was deſtroyed :. little did they think that 
morning, that the clouds would gather on a ſudden, 
8 dzop fire on their heads; neither knoweſt thou, 0 
unitlels finger, what a ſtorm of wrath may fall on thee 
we nights wherefore flee preſently out of the Sodom 
Suatural Rate, to che Zion of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, 
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thou think thy worldly buſineſs more worthy: of th 


274 © - How to fend the Morning 
III. Riſe full as early this day as on other Lehn, wih 
_ * as ſoon at God's work this day as you are at your om 
work on other days: God is the beſt maſter; his wol 
the ſweeteſt, and his wages the greateſt. Vet, alas ! then 


they are Joth to riſe and fall-to God's Work ; when thy 
| mile, they bave no time for ſecret and family duties 

| Fore the public worſhip: ſo that they are either ſight 
performed, or wholly neglected. O fooliſh finner ! dof 


early riſing, than thy ſpiritual employment? Or, vil 
thou ſhew greater regard to thy worthleſs body, than 
thy gracious God, and thy precious ſoul? You ous 
thanks to God, that you have. had the bypaſt week fe 
your own affairs, and that now you have the proſped 
another far them, and:that God lets you ſee the firit d: 
of it; but O conſider, that your Creator and Regeeme 
puts in for ſome time with you: all your time is no 
your own, neither is it in your own hands; God alone; 
the author and diſpoſer of it. Well then, now is th 
time, this is the day that be requires; O let bim hay 
it wholly, ſeeing he gives yau fix times as much ſe 
yourſelves, - And, gradge him not the morning of h 
own day.—Remember that promiſe, Prov. viii. 17, 74 
that ſeel me early hall find me. In the morning the ſpl 
rits are moſt freſh and lively, and ſitteſt for contempli 
tions and prayer. We are told, Exod. xvi. 13. that! 
the morning the dew and manna fell: wouldſt thou ta 
the dew of a bleſſing to fall on thy ſoul: and to mak 
thee as 2 watered garden ?. then riſe early to wait fort 
This was the practice of the ſaints; Job roſe early at 
offered his ſacrifices, Job i. 5. David prevented i 
da wning of the morning with his prayers, Pal. cxix 14 
Chriſt roſe early this day before the ſun. And for wi 
end did he riſe? even to juſtify and ſave his people, 
believers, did your Sayiour riſe early this morning t0 ji 
_ tify: vou; and will you not riſe early this day to plord 
bim? This is the great deſign of the Sabbath. And k 
Xcii, Plalm, Which is entituled, & Song /or ibe 5490 
| | AN + a , 


ue Lord's: .. 175 
„nb I ir good to. ſhew forth Godt loving · lindneſi 
. the morning. Timeouſneſs at God's work. on this day, | 
be diligence id it, wilt not prove prejudicial. to health; 
1 bee God bath pronounced a ſpecial bleſſing upon 
he Sabbath, you have ground to expect that leſs ſleep, 
cod, and refreſhment; than at other times, will be bleſ- 
u for your ſupport in his work, and that you ſhall live 
the doing thereof. eee e ee 6 Bk 2 291 13 
W. When you arg up, haſten to put on your clothes, 
id ſpend: as little time this day in dreſſing yourſelf 
; pollible,” that you. may have time for ſecret duties, 
A retired” converſe with God. But, ſinee the body 
uit be: clothed! this day, let your thoughts be well 
uployed in the time you are doing it: think on fin, 
at was the cauſe of your. ſoul's nakedneſs, and of 
r-body's/ need af apparek. Remember from whom. 
1 have your clothes, to cover, keep warm, and 
jorn your bodies, even from God; it is his wool and 
„ flan; therefore give thanks to him for your rai- 
nt, as well as your food. And though your clothes“ 
* not fo- fine” as you would with, yet mind, that 
ſe; of whom the world was not worthy, wandered” 
vat” in ſhevp" tin and goat: ſhint: and, if you be 
tt ſo outwardly ſplendid as others, ſeek that decking 
lied will male you all glorious within When others 
e following vain faſhions, ſeek ye to be covered with+ - 
brober of Ghrifs righteouſneſi.. And, ſince you are 
day to make a ſolemn appearance before God your 
renly Father, you muſt be ſure, like Jacob, to come 
ide garments of your elder Brother, otherwiſe you 
not expe&. your! Father's bleſſing. Put no confidense 
your on righteoufneſs; for it is no better than rags, 
4 garment full of holes, the leaſt whereof is ſuffi- 
to let in the curſe of God upon you. There- 
pus on the Lord Feſus, if your would this day ap- 
ar before God, and be accepted of him. Take care 
„ that your bodies this day be gravely-and decent- 
apparelied,” 49d beware of pride and vanity this way, 
* would have God to on you; the adorning which 
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"of gold, and putting on of apparely but the hidden ma 
. of. the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the un 
” _- pament of a meck and guiet ſpirit, which is inthe fot 
% God of great price, 1 Pet. iii. 3, 44, Moſt people on 
the Sabbath are concerned to adorn their bodies with 
. their beſt clothes; but, alas! who among you is care 
ful to attire his ſoul as he ought on this day, when be 
is going to meet the bleſſed Redeemer: of ſouls, ;the 
mann,, ling) whack ng 
Mind your ſouls chiefly this day, and take care, whats 
ever you be doing about your bodies, that your hearts 
be employed in ſpiritual meditations. Do you comb you 
head ? you may think how numerous your ſins are; they 
are mare than the bairs of yaur brad, ſi tbat none can 
reckon them, Pſal. xl. 1a. And, to be ſure, if you cannot 
reck on chem, you are far leſs able to teckon for them. Do 
you waſh your hands? think on the neceſſity of waſhing 
Jacur hands in innucency, that fo ye may compaſs the al. 
tar of Cod: for theſe that would aſcend the hill of Gu 
and ſtand in his holy place, muſt have elean hands, ard 
pure hearts, Holineſs both in heart and life is abſoiutely 
| neediu], in order to our enjoying communion with God 
, het 19 
V. as ſoon as poſſibly. you can, retire this morning for 
the duties of ſecret-prayer, praiſe, reading the word, me- 
ditation, and ſelf-examipation,' Much of the Sabbath, and 
eſpecially the morning of it, ſhould. be ſpent in praiſing 
and thankſgiving:-upon account of God's goodneſs, bot 
eommon and ſpecial, manifeſted in the works of creqtot 
and redemption. It is a moſt neceſſary and proper duty, 
to ſhew forth God's loving · kindneſs on the Sabbath mort 
ing, Pſal. xcii. 2. Thankſęiving is the great end of the 
day, and of the mereies of it; the redeemed of the Lord 
ought this day to ſing, His mercy enduretb for evi! 
 'Pfal, cvii. 2. for God ſent his Son to redeem us for ti! 
very end, that he might have from us the praiſe & ll 
| glory of his grace, Eph. i. 6, 12, 14. And if you den 
Lu praiſe, yowdo what you can to diſappoint him of ti 
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bien of this wonderful work: many ſerious ſouls think 15 
+ Sabbath ſhould be ſpent only in prayer, mourning, 
derbe, Se. and almoſt wholly neglect the duty of 
priſe, which ought to be the principal, and wherewith' 
d/is beſt pleaſed, - Remember, that praiſe is not only 
de end of the ddy, hint the end of your lives; yea, the 
hon of all God's works. God made man the tongue of. 


ſe creation, to trumpet forth aloud what the reſt of che 
reation do but lalently whiſper, x | 


| Diredtion in performing the fd! Du. 1 


* BEFORE I proceed further, 1 ſhall give foes ſpe- 


D cial advices concerning the duties of ſecret read- 3 
r and ene | : | » 


9 5 Of riading hs Ward.” e ee BR 
1. As to the reading of God's word, if you would. 40 | 
twith-profit,- then, firſt look up to God for his bleſſing 
pon it: when you begin, pray, that he may open your 
e to ſee the wonders of it, and that he may open your 
$ and dens, to ow and comply with it as the voice a 
1. 10 die the word, quicken. yourſeires: to all 
üble attention. As children will royſe up themſelves 
tthe reading of their father's will, out of expectation 
ſome portion or legacy bequeathed them therein by 
ter father; fo ought you to rouſe up yourſelves in 
ding of the word, in regard of the many rich and 
ſecious legacies which our Saviour hath bequeathed to 
bu, » 8 laſt will and teſtament of bis, ſealed by his 
an bloo | 
Ill. Read the word with holy reverence, as if Jeho- 
kn himſelf ſtood by, and ſpake theſe words unto yon; 
t reading is a kind of holy conference with God; and 
eretare-Ought-to be gone about with a holy awe and 
Mcern,, 1 do not mean that this reverence is to be 
un to the paper and print, but the matter contained 
rein; WW even * as the dead N of * 


ought not to be uſed diſhonourably, as 1 Have heard 
ſome. graceleſs merchants do, by rolling up their (mal 
wares in leaves of the Bible. Is. this like the pradiice a 
the antient martyrs, who made more account of a leaf of 
the Bible than of treaſure? And indeed the leaves of 
the Bible, in ſame ſenſe, are the field where the treaſwe 
is hid, and the pearl of price may be found; they ue 
the fwadling clothes of the holy Jeſus. And therefore) 
in the next place, Tre ery 
IV. Have an eye to Chriſt in every thing ye read; for 
he is the end, ſcope, and ſubſtance of the whole Bible, 
and every thing in it is reducible to him. 
3 V. Read it with application to yourſelves, as if God 
fſpole to vun by name and firname in every line of it 
/ Readitas if it were a letter ſent ſtraight from heaven w 
Fou, to warn you againſt fin, and to perſuade you to faith 
and holineſs. Let us accept of its reprooſs and admoni« 
tions with chankfulneſs, and ſay, what a merey is it, that 
wee map read our Fathers will in our mother tongue, and 
that God ſpeaks his mind ſo plainly to us in his word? 
VI. Mark the ſpecial paſſages of the word, either tbeſe 
| that are moſt important in themſelves, or moſt applica 
to you. Mark the duties injoined, and fins forbidden 
with the promiſes to the one, and threatenings againſt the 
other: faſten: theſe upon your memories, and hide them 
in your hearts; meditate on them, and pray that God maf 
| keep them in your minds, ready for uſe: againſt the time 
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4s for ſecret eee e thefe directions, if you woul 
I. See that you be new creatures; and born again, 
 you-would:pray-aright,  A.ebild; while in the womb 

© cannot cry; ſo no more can you cry, Abba, Father 

'_ - while in the: womb' of a natural ſtate, An unconverte 
man's prayers are not accounted prayers before God 
mite long prayers which Paul had, While a Phariſee, we 

| notrekaned prayer av all;- but, When he is @ converts 


of the Lord"; 0 9 | 


un, ve are 4 told then, with a Bela, th he el, 
e el 

Il. Be frequent in this” duty, "for your needs are 
nary. God bath erected the throne ef 2775 for the 
ne of need, Heb. iv. 16. And he hath left the more 
eds upon us, that he may the oftener hear from us; 
e loves to hear his people s voice, and great need have 
£10 let him oft hear it; for we have many luſts to be 
bbdued, many graces to be ſtrengthened, many doubts 
phe reſolved, and many grievances to be redreſſed: 
terefore' be frequent in your addreſſes to God. Fre- 
luency begets familiarity, and familiarity confidence : 
e go boldly to his houſe; we often.viſit. Euſebius tells 
of the apoltle James, frnamed the Juſt, that he kneel- 
{ {o.oft and ſo long in ſecret prayer, that his knees be- 
me as callous and inſenſible as a camel's. And he tells 
; of the firſt Chrülian Emperor, Conſtantine the Great, 
at be kneeled very much in ſecret prayer: and, for an 
umple to others, that he had his image in his coins, 
ures, and ſtatues, repreſented in the. ſame praying 
ſure, with his hands ſpread abroad, and his eyes lift 
p.to heaven, King David was frequently i in this exer- 
lle, Pfal. 19 7. Evening, morning, and at noon, will 
[pray and ery ale ud. And, if that be not enough, he 
1s, Plal, cxix. 164. Seven times a- day ill 7 Pra 

lee, becauſe. of thy righteous Judgments. 5 . 
III. Affect privacy and retirement in it. strive to 
b no ear hear but God's; for his ears are open to 
e moſt whiſpering prayers that can be put up: not 
bat we ſhould be aſhamed of our duty, but that we 
uy evite miſconſtrudion, and hide pride from dur eyes; 
Ir, when there is a deſire that men ſhould take notice of 
br prayers, God takes ng notice of them, unleſs it be 
dabbor and reject them. But if you be ſo citcumſtan - 
b that you cannot pray without being obſerved, you 
wot help it: for it is better to- hazard the ceoſure of 
ders, than the neglect of prayer: only take care there 
bo ofentation in the doing of it. 

AV. n wich HOY, awe And reverence of God, be. 
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R% Heu ta ſpend the Morning 
| fore whom you ſiſt yourſelves. Labour for as much de 
votion and ſeriouſneſs in prayer, as if you were tal 
up and preſented before God on his royal throne, wit 
millions of plorious angels miniſtring to him; or, ai 
you ſaw death and the grave on the one hand, and heyy 
and hell on the other; or, as if you heard: the ſain 
fioging in heaven, or the damned roaring in hell. Dy 
you not believe theſe things as well as if you ſay then} 
and why are you not as ſerious as if you did fv 
V. Study to pray in faith, eying the power, mercy, 
and promiſe of God, and relying upon the mediation ar 
righteouſneſs of ſeſus Chriſt ; for theſe who pray thus, 
mall not ſeek God in vain. © This kind of prayer is li 
Jonathan's bow, 2 Sam. i. that never returns empiy, 
VI. Pray with fervency and importunity : why? fo 
onght you know, this may be the laſt Sabbath you may 
fee, the laſt ſermon you may hear, and the laſt pray 
you may put up. Pray therefore as a dying man would 
and ſhould do. Remember how fervent you have ſeeg 
fome dying perſons in prayer, and labour for the (an 
| frame and fervency. You ſhould ſeek this day, to ban 
ſuch a feeling of fpirital wants, and to have your boy 
10 pinched with = ſenſe thereof, that, like the hung 
and almoſt ſtarved: beggars, you may cry aloud for 
bread of life. _ Let your prayers be the travail of yout 
fouls; and not the labour of your lips. Let your hea 
be ſanably affected in all the parts of prayer; nere 
leave confeſſion without ſome forrow for ſin, nor petitiat 
Without ſome ſeuſe of the worth of mercies, nor thanki 
_ giving without ſome ſolace and joy in God, the autho 
+ and fountain of all our happimeſs, Let your affection 
. correſpond with your expreſſions, and continue inland 
in prayer. Tou ought this day, like Samſon, Judg x1 
10 B your/elvet with all your might in prayer, 4 
| pull down the pillars of Dagon'; temple, and the fir * 
 Solds of fin in your ſouls, Lift up your hearts wi 
Four hanas to God in the heavens, and fir up your feivl 
i lals bold of him: calt yourſelves, down at tis 16 
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e Lords dey. 184 
| a6 once 2 great man did to his prince, I an 
"3,508 I 


11 never to riſe till I obtain mercy ““ 

V. Uſe arguments with God in prayer, either ta- 
u from God's power and merey, or from your mi- 
and neceſſity. Doſt thou doubt, O man, if thou 
converted ? then lye ſobing before God, like that 
ber, Maith. viii. Lord, if thou wilt, thou canft make 
eclean; q- d. Lord, thou mayeſt do as thou wilt; but 
is know, though thou ſhouldit never help me, that 
jon canſt do it. Thou haſt power enough, yea, it 
Neaſy ſor thee, and will be no manner of trouble to 
ee, to change my heart, and give me an alms of 
rey. Thou haſt mercy as well as power; I have 
ud a good report of thy mercy, that 2e King 'of 
lrael is a merciful king, and delights not in the death 
a finner, and that his mercy endures for 'ever. Lord, 
e a poor condemned rebel comes in upon the pro- 


ty: 1 lay myſelf at thy feet, content to accept of 


"Mercy upon any terms: Haſt thou not one bleſſing for 
Ur, even for poor me, O my Father? If there be not 
eech of merit in Chriſt to ſave me, I do not ſeek 

5 


ation; but in him I know there is a fulnsſs, a re- 


c.acy, à treaſure that cannot be emptied. And, 
ord, art thou not willing as well as able? Haſt thou 

a opened thy fide, that I might look in and ſee the 
earning of thy bowels? yea, I have heard them many 
ee lounding towards laſt ſinners: why then ſhould 

Fr w dwell with everlaſting burnings ? What profit, Lord, 


there in my blood? The dead cannot praiſe thee, they 


wu de better to make me a friend, than let me be an 
my > 1s it Hot better that 1 ſhould eternally ſing 
zg dan live for ever blaſpheming thy name 2 
ea de to be /aved? Ii there no balm 
ee a wounded. ſoul? is there no hope for a 
5 beser? is there no city of refuge for a 


Wed” criminal ? Lord, 1 am come like à ſtarving. 


290 


mation, to accept of the King of Heaven's indem- 


bat gs down to the pit cannot celebrate thy goodneſs. Is 


e the laſt doar for relief, if thou help me nor 
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5 5 ply, judgment to diſcern, faith, ts believe, meme 


„ eee 
I muſt periſ at thy threſhold, 1 can go no furtleh 
Could we deltevingly make uſe of ſuch arguments g 
- - theſe, Chriſt's pitiful heart would burſt out in mid 
' , thereof, and ſay to us as to the woman of Canas 


VIII. As. on Sabbath morning we ſhould _addrel 
_ God with more ſolemnity and intenſeneſs, and with 


Sod may give you hearts and frames to ſandiß 
Sabbat to the Lord; that he may prepare your bez 


preſence there. Before you enter upon the publ. 
work of this day, labour to get your hearts poſſeſs 
| effeQually with theſe truths: that God muſt wor 


- wary, unleſs the Angel of his preſence deſcend an 


moved on the waters, and then, the living creat 
were formed; ſo the Spirit muſt move upon the » 


upon your ſouls in attending on them. Pray earne 
Iy then, that God may give you his Spirit to prepa 


_ Ing; and particularly, that he may give you attenti 


that ſo the word may prove unto you he ſavvur 
Iii unto life, and not the ſaviur. of death unto dei 
O pray fervently, that it may not be your condemd 


. "new bands laid upon you, to get your hearts Woh 
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Matth. xv. O woman, great is thy faith, be it to the 
even at thou wilt. | 13 1 "IF — : 


greater length than ordinary; ſo alſo with ſpecial pe 
titions for the day /, Pray for yourſelves, that 


for hearing, ſtrengthen and fſanQify your memories 
80 alongſt with you to the ſanctuary, and allow h 


his own work in you and for you, or it will ner 
be done; and without him you can do nothing: thi 
there is no healing virtue in the waters of the fan 
move them: that, as in the firlt creation, the Sin 
ters of ordinances, before they can produce or increah 
ſpiritual life: and, as he muſt move upon the ord 
Dances, and give virtue to them, ſo he mult ma 
you for hearing his word, and to aſſiſt you in be 


to hearken, underſtanding to conceive, wiſdom to 1 


to. retain, and grace to practiſe what you ſhall hea 


tion to go to the ſanctuary every new Sabbath to þ 


„„ 2 15 le, 9 „ 
Ldened, your xffe&ions more 8 an yourſou's WW 
kin by the words of God's mouth; but that the word = 
iy de attended with ſaving power, for your convig-, A 1 
in of fin, and your converſion. to God in Jefus Chriſt 

b Mediator. Be ſo intent for Chriſt's preſence. this. 

7, that no Lord's day may ſatisfy you. without. the 

rd of the day. O what is the beſt day that ever was, 
mont the Antient of days? what are the ordinan- 

g of God, without the God of ordinances? what 

the aſſemblies of ſaints, without the Maſter of aj. 
ablies ? what's. a ſermon without 2 Saviour? what's 
communion- table, without a communion with God? 

s a Sabbath day without the Lord of the Sab- 

nk? - Proteſt therefore in a humble, but an importu- 

e mander,.. that you will be ſatisfied with nothing 

6 day, without his preſence. . Say with. Moſes, Exod. 

Mi. 15. / thy preſence ge not with me, carry ts not 
lence. And cry. to him, with the church, Iſa, Ixiy. A4 
Y that thou would/i this day rend the. beavens! O., 
thou auon d come down, that. the mountains e, = | 

v ot thy preſence! + 

why, Pray for him that diſpepſeth. the word, that * 
may open to bim both a door of utterance, and 9 
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os of entrance; and particularly, that God may 4 
0 bim to ſpeak ſomething that may be ſuitable. to 11 
ae, It is a great loſs to yourſelves, as well as ay N 
" niviſters, that you pray ſo little for them: what i is l 
an that many times miniſters are ſtraitened ii Wn 
d | 3} |} 


Very, do not reach your hearts, nor ſpeak cloſely to - 
Ir caſe ?/ it is becauſe you pray not for them. Mind 1 
lad threatening, Ezek. in, 26 where the Spirit faith _ 
be Prophet, I vill make thy tongue cleaue % the 

o thy mouth, that thou ſhalt he dumb, and ſhatl not 
bo them a repraver ; fur they are a rebellicus bouſe, 
Fay 2gainſt this fad. judgment, and beg, that G 
Poſe the miniſter's tongue, apd put à word. in 


0" for you. Can you exped ableſhing « on your food, As | 
| $700 will not ſo much as ſeek it from God, by . Fl 
p * that i 18*t0 has brea of * * 82 i 


His word may be ſharp, and pierce hearts. Beg thy 
ſiome may be chnvinced, others ſtrengthened, and othen 


pl ei me. Pray that God may this day make his word 


. grace to hear ſermons, and po 
_-, hinfelf his glorious conquering power, and in his mij 


chat the people may fall under him. 
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34, Pray for the whole congreyatioh; that the 54 
bach way de a day of the 8on of Man, and a day of 
'od's power unto them: pray that Chriſt may mou 


de white horſe of the goſpel, gird his ſword on his thigh 
_ and ride in "triumph among them; that the arrows g 


_ comforted : pray that God's word preached, may not 
only be as a loving ſong to the hearers, as Ezek. Au 
but as a lively Wed to them; that many may hare it th 
fay, as David, Plal. cxix. 30. Thy word hath quick 


as a ſharp two-edged fword, to divide betwixt finge 
and their-fins ; that he may cauſe irs point prick thei 
| hearts, and ſavingly wound- their conſciences, and make 
its edge fetch blood from their luſts, yea, hew then 
in pieces, like Agag, before the Lord. Pray th 
God may make his word both as a fire and a hamme 
to the congregation, a fire to burn up the ſtubble 6 
their corroptions, and a hammer to break the rocks 
their hearts into pieces. Pray that it may be as t 
| key of David, both to open and ſhut many hearts 0 
this day; a key to open hearts,” ſo as they may ne 
more be ſhut upon Chriſt ' when he "ſtands and knock 
at them; and a key ro ſhut hearts, ſo that they mi 
never open to fin and Satan when they knock for et 
trance —Pray that the whole congregation may g 
t up prayers this day, 

if they were the laſt that ever t they were to hear or fl 
up in this world and that Zion's king may take 


7 ty ride profperouſly ; and that he may make the 1 
rows of his word ſharp in the hearts of his enemies, 


IX. You muſt take care, that your ſecret prayers 
Sabbath morning be early and ſeaſonable, that they 
. _ rerfere not with family}worthip, which ought this mot 

Ang to be timeouſly performed before the public 0 

Wi e W not 008” with anotk 


. 


ones you'muſt be more ſolewn and particular than-at 


lubled, - O it were happy, if ſecret and family duties 


* hinderances, to public ordinances. 


nz to God, you ought to look and wait for a return of 
hem through the day. A wile merchant, that ſends a 


his caſe to do it? Ik you look not after your ly dw 
is a ſign you have little ſenſe of your needs; 
iſe of the burden and yoke of ſin; little ſenſe of the 


Tour ſouls mould be ſtill panting after God, and the. light 


power and glory! O that 1 may taſte that he is good 
0 that 1 may hear his voice, may bear his image, may 


through the latteſs of ordinances!” 4 
It you would bave a gracious return this day, you. muſt 


ie dew of d/rael, and expect the heavenly rain from 
hat men or. angels can do. Therefore plead wich God, 


your dry boxes, without which the Megan or 0m 
Wn never make Go *. 1 


1 „ „ „ 


* in. 9 75 IE ſureting. ROT 
| ts tothe 8. of ſelf-learching, it is very Baer 


pu work ter he day. 


tif s 5 
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ks, 1 aue 5 e js famüyx 
6 x occaſions; our ſacrifices this day ought to be 1 14 
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te dur ſouls delight on this day, and if we had ſuch 
ritual il] to perform them, that they might be helps, 5 


Laſtly, Having this morning put up your 6 mY 
lip to the ſea, will inquire. aſter. her. Prayer brings 
wr food from afar, look what becomes of*it? If you 


reſent a petition to a prince, you wait what anſwer will 
| returned ; and are you not much more concerned in 


eeiouſneſs of Chriſt, or the excellency of theſe. mercies _ il 
jou have been ſeeking. You evght this day ro be able 
0 ſay, as Plal, xxy.'5. On. thee do I wait all the day. 


bis countenance, ſaying, **O that 1 may this day be- 
| hold the beauty of the Lord! O that 1 may ſee his 
de brought into the chamber of preſence, and ſee him 


looking above ordinances and duties, to him who is 
iwlelf ; otherwiſe your fleece will remain dry, for all N 


u be will bleſs and concur with the means, and breathe : 


Vibe Sabbath morning, in arder to e 85 youls 
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3 1. i Yoanire 2 5 Nate; try whether you 
. -nature or grace; that, when you” hear the word, 
way know what belongs to you: for, if you be ighon 
of your condition, you may apply promiſes for chene 
_ ' :ings; conclude for heaven, when you are heirs of vn 
=. ENG: ne of the love of God, when you are] 
Os 2a ſtate of enmity, T 
2 II. Inquire into your particular NY OY what at 
_. "the wants you would have ſupplied by the word, the 
_ ſins and luſts you would have flain by it; what arethe 
_—_  weak-graces you wonld have ſtrengthened by it; wh; 
are theſe doubts you would have reſolved by it, i 
00s heart plagues you would have cured. 
III. Inguire into the frames of your hearts, and ſed; 
FI they be duly qualified and dilpaſed fot ning the py 
3 N ordinances. 

Qiueſt. What fort of, heanld ought we to Bring with 1 
Anſ. 1, Bring humble hearts. Conſider that 
are pieces of mean and vile duſt venturing into the pri 

ſence of an iofinitely glorious God, to hear the voice! 
_ . the Lord, that is full of majeſty, and ſolemnly to cal 
3 verſe with him, before whom the angels vail their faces 
. 244; Bring ſoft hearts, that the word may make ſan 
=... a on them; for an arrow ſhot againſt a flor 
ſtiticks not, but falls to the ground. Labour to. get th 
fuallow- ground of your bearts plowed up, and 'broket 
before you come to receive the ſeed of the word, at 
|  _.cordingito Hoſea x. 12. If you would have the falloi 
ground plowed up, you muſt ſeek. the __ by fer 
"3 and heart-breaking prayer, 
- 34ly, Bring hunger and thirſt with you to God's! 
FETs Pe bring a deep ſenſe of ſoul wants 4 
|  .neceſhnes, and longing defires to meet with Chrilt 
3 ordinances; for he fills the hung ry with god thing 
: when Ihe rich are ſent away empty... O: for.the buny 
. _ appetites of God's children, when we come to God! 
= houſe! Say, O chat, like a new - born child, 1 may i 
3 52 1 day deſire the fincere milk of the word for my nl 
3 ee OR . of J 
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* 


arteries: = 
3 1 may love that milk beſt d comes 
| warm from the breaſts' of public ordinances!” ? _ mw 
W. Search into theſe luſts and evils that hinder the 
deres bf 'ordinanees 5 caſt them out, and guard care- 
bly againſt them. If you would bave God this day 
þ hear your prayers, and accept of your ſacrifices, you 
uſt regard no iniquity in your hearts, you muſt throw | 
it all boſom luſts and idols, Chriſt ſaith to you this 
u, as once be did to Judas in another caſe, John xviii. 
). [f therefore ye ſeek me, let theſe go their way. Let 
jour pride, worldlipeſs, prejudice, Kc. 8⁰ away; 5 for 

y bar Chriſt out of the heart. 

1. Throw out worldlineſs, and all thou ghts t 

e world, that you may, with your whole ſouls, this 
by attend upon God: ſay to the cares of the world, 

| Abraham to his ſervants, Gen. xxii. Stay ye ere, 
WI go yonder ts worſhip God Suffer not a vain 
dught this day to take up its lodging in your heart, 
cording to Jer, iv. 14. It is. ſaid of Bernard, That, 
hen he came to the church door, he would ſay, Stay 
bere, all my earthly thoughts. Nay, ſay this alſo before 

u come from home. 1 orldly hearts will hinder you 
Fom getting good of the ordinances ; they will make 
e church like the market-place to you, full of tumult 

d diſtration 5 they will make ſuch a noiſe and buzzing 

þ your ears, that you cannot hear; or they will make 
you wander in time of bearing, as theſe, Ezek. xxXiit. 
i. Nay, they will make Jon. weaty of all Sabbath. 
ork, as theſe, Amos viii. $. 

2. Lay aide felf-conceit, ora good opinion of 'your- 
res, your duties, and performances; count all theſe 
4 and leſs for the ſaving knowledge of Chriſt: 

„if you Jean upon your prayers ws preparations _ 
| hs day, as any piece of righteouſneſs before God, this 
mar-your acceſs to Gor! this day, and make the or- 97 5 

Manges prove dry breaſts to you. 

3. Throw out all prejudices againſt mioiſters, and a- 

alt the Jaws of Chriſt; and, with meekneſs, Tay your 
rw heart open to receive ae Lyn with 


83 


ud 1 SG 7 1 y y 1 
* Tx 3 . 4 
* by * 


4 


Tor in the foundation, yon cannot be built up in the 


1 and ſerpents, (they ſay) whatever injury is offered ty 
them, their great care is to preſerve their head. Let i 
be our great care, then, not only to preſerve our hearty 


n 


VB 


Paul, Lord, what wilt thou baue me to de? and wid 
Samuel. Speak, Lord, for thy ſervant-beartth, 
4§̃. Guard againſt doubtings concerning the truths of 
*, » God, and niyiteties of religion + let us captwate a 

ſubject reaſon to faith, and Neal with it, as Joſbus di 

_ © wah the Gibeonites; he made them he wers of wood, a 
.drawers of water for the ſervice of the temple. 80 l 


| # gion; but nowiſe 
1 its myſteries by, ſince they are above its rec. 
28. Beware of erroneous principles I for theſe will mz 


4 Pl when there are ſo many falſe teachers going abroad, 
 Aeeking to pervert the ſimple, by fair words and falls 


againſt thoſe who are we Whew A to divide and ſcatter 
_ Chriſt's ſheep; Do not ſtraggle from. Chrilt's flock 
. but. abide cloſe by the place where the good She 
| herd feeds bis flock, and makes them. to reft at non 


( Cant. i. To 755 p 3 . "4 * ; 
I I refer the handling of the duties of maſters of f 


their care early to call their families together to-pra 
Vith them, and praiſe God; and to cauſe, them riſe u 
early this day as others. Let not your ſervants 
f. children waſte away this morning in fleep and idlenels 
dat call them up as early to God's work this day, as yal 
bes to your own upon other das. 
| ' _ How. blame-worthy are. theſe families, and elped 
ally the maſters thereof, who on week days can riſe 
| betimes to follow their worldly buſineſs, but on U 


us make reaſon N to faith, and ſerviceable 10 rel 
ſet it up as a ſtandard for examiui 
the good of ordinances to you; While there is an e- 


2109/1 holy faith, Chriſt bids us be. 2wi/e as /erpents ; and 


and hands from ſin, but our heads from error; eſpecul- 


6. Beware likewiſe of ſchiſ and diviſion, and guar 


U 


. 
* 


and do not turn afide after the flacks of the companiot 


* * . n 


milies, as ſuch, till aſterwards: only, it ought. to be 


- 


$ 


a ag 
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n day do lye longer in bed than ordinary, giving 
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Lmſclves to carnal caſe and reſt? Is this to keep holy _ 
. Sabbath day, thus to ſleep and loiter away the firſt 
ad chiefelt part thereof? is this the way to accom- 
I the work of the Sabbath, ,to promote the glory, 
God, and carry on the work of your ſalvation?“ All | 
{you have great work to do this day; therefore riſe 
ly" to it as the Iſraelites did to the beſieging ok 
bericho z they had been ' encompaſſing the city fix 
lays before; but, we are teid, Joſh. vi. 15. That 
the ſeventh day they roſe early, about the dawning e 
he day, and compaſſed the city ſeven times t and ſo that. 
ay they became maſters of the city. And, according 
the beſt expoſitors, this ſeventh day, on which the 
ulls of Jericho fell down, was the Sabbath. Now, 
) Chriſtian, as the Iſraelites had the ſtrong walls of Je- 
cho, ſo haſt thou the ſtrong holds of fin to batter down 
x day% thou haſt theſe Canaanites to conquer, which 
ould keep thee out of the promiſed land: therefore i- 
Ante the Iſraelites, and riſe early this morning to your 
pork : the walls are thick, your enemies ſtrong; if you 
ould expect then to conquer on the Sabbath day, and 
woph-agaioft night, ſee that you begin the ſiege early. 
And, if you would manage the work ſucceſsfully, you 
uſt ſet about and carry it on conjunctly, as well as ſe- 
wately; by family prayer, as well as ſecret prayer: 
a ſee that all in the family attend family worſhip this 
forcing. Likewiſe, as occaſion offers, exhort your chil- 
Iren and ſervants to prepare themſelves for the public 
uſnip, by the performance of ſecret duties, particular 
| reading and prayer. When you are at meat this morn- 1} 
p, ſhew by your: holy ſpeeches,” that your minds are 
* forgetful of the work of the day. Check playing; 
Midle talking, both in children and ſervants, and la- 
our to engage them by your example, to ſhew a more 
pre and ſerious air in their countenances this morning, 
un upon other occaſions,  '' _ - .', l 
Let as many: of them, as can be conveniently ſpared, .' -- WR 
kowpany you to the public ordinances; and ſuſſen 
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1 8 py eſent before God:  — - Though children be young, ya 


allow them to do ſo with reſpect to your work, If yo 
were going to the harveſt. feld, you would not fuff 


"Mo 4 es pre and fall to their work at once, and ta 
| 1 9 
4, | morning, according to the ſalad directions, go * 


. watching over your bearts and ſenſes, having the lir 
ly impreffion of God's eye upon you, and believing i 


none of Leg to be abſent therefrom, except in * 
bol neceſſity. Remember the fourth command, Thou, 
Jen, iy ughter, thy man jervant, and thy. mail ſm 
vant; and all within thy gates. Let not the dreſlng d 
meat for you, keep ſervants from the hôuſe of God ty 
day; but ſee that yo be able to ſay with Cornely 
(ho feared the Lotd with all his houſe) He are all ben 


bring them with yon; for they are capable of geting 
| you by the word fooner than we are aware. The 
nt takes, ſeveral” times notice of little ones i 
_ - the folemo aſſemblies, Deut. xxix, 11. Ezra x. 1 
Ads xxi. 3. If we lay our ure by the pool fide 
who knows how early the Spirit of God may b 
them in, and heal them? T: yk families alon 
with you to the church; leave them not behind yoi 
to come ſtraggling to the church after worſhip is | 
gun; nor allow them to drop away before it be ended 
This is very undecent and diforderly ; you would nc 


them do come or go when they pleaſed: no, you woul 
_ oblige them al} to be ready timeouſly to come fc 


till they looſed from work together: and ſhould ya 
vot be as much concerned for God's work, as for you 
own; ns the 8 825 15 Wr as woe” the affairs ( 


1 our v going to Wa Charch, 
10 thi next place, let me give fome advices relatin 
to your behaviour in going to the church, proper eſpet 

| ally for you whoſe houſes lye ſomewhat remote from it. 
Having drefſed your fouls, as well as may be, th 


Rn” N N notice of 8 1 oO words, a 


a 
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Yi! wi in- company with 'others, take heed to 
tour words, that they be ſavoury and ſuitable, 0 
jat people would gvard againft worldly diſcourſe in 
cir going to tbe church (which very much diſcom- 
ofeth the heart for the public worſhip) and would 
Walk of spiritual ſubjects, of the defign and work of 
e day, and encourage one another to it! How plea» 
ant would this be? This was the antient practice of 
od's people, Zech. viii. 21. and we ſee bow much 
david is taken with it, Pſa). cxxii. 1. 7 wat — 
wen they ſaid unto me, Let us go into the houſe of the 
Lird: q. d. At was the moſt pleaſant ſound 1 heard all 


he week through, to hear people encouraging one ano- 


er to aſſemble to God's public worſhip, in God's houſe, 
den God's day. This, to him, was the moſt pleaſant 
lborney ever he went; he was not backward in it, he 
lid not weary of it; nay, it was the joy and life of his 
pol; he was glad of it. How few among us are in this 
fume? Alas! inſtead of it, there are many in our day 


glad of any trifling excuſe to ſtay them at home, or take 


le away from the afternoon's ſermon, 


* 


If you live at ſome diſtance from the rs and be 15 


Iryſted with carnal company by the way, who favour 


pothing but the world, it is beſt for thee to retire from 
them io thine own meditations, leſt thou be infected 
with their carnal and corrupt communications: for even 


k Peler, when he is converſing and warming his hands 


mth the enemies of Chriſt, his heart turns ice cold and 


dozen to Chriſt, | his Maſter, till a love bliok from the 


Jun of Righteouſnels thawed-it again. 
lf detter meditations offer not to thee by the way, I 


Ill furniſh thee with ſome, very ſuitable, from natural / 


Wings, which are objects of your ſenſes, 


I it be in a winter morning thou goeſt out, 8 the 


In is but riſing, think, if one ſun make fo bright a 


orning, what a ſhining morning will that be, when 


Wriſt, with all his bright angels and ſaints, ſhall break 


hrough he clouds, when there-ſhall be as many 4 


eee ight 2, 01 ſhall Fe gas 
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= Of theſe that hall. ſbins as the ſun in the kingden 75 
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II it be in the ſpring time, and when a pleaſant ry 


{ 


—— * 
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in kocerity, aod outward in good works; downwar 
in humility, and upward in heavenly mindedneſs! 1, 
the doctrine of God's word this day. drop on my foul 
eri upon the graſs; that I may. wax taller in grace, a 
ſtronger in faith and love, This day 1 ſhould be gag 
Tron ſirength to flrength, according to Plal, lxxxiv, 1 


| ? gathereth honey as ſhe p 


light; yoo twinkling ſtars, ſhining moon, and flamit 


| | houſe, to light thee, while thou walkeſt ia the da 
/- | Nireers of the earth. Little doſt thou know the glory 
mich, and joy Mat are withinz O what are worldling 


ſhould be a growing day for believers, This day Godj 


| proying to reading. from reading to hearing, from b 
ing 


1 oſt thou look to the heavens? Think 1 hare m 
Saviour and my all tbere; there is the place of n 
_ everlaſting abode. Senſe tells me what the outlide 0 
it is; yet that ſpangled roof over my bead is but th 
' ©, pavement of that glorious palace, where I ſhall enj 
wmp eternal Sabbath, and my [everlaſting reſt in'Chril 


Joys to them! O let my affeftions and deſires this « 
monat thither, that this may be one of the days of bes 
„ oO Oct T5 10 10s 
Again, think, the Lord hath ſpread out the rave 
curtain, Pal. civ. 3. and, notwithſtanding of 
rapid motion, this curtain hath continued ſpread ne. 
thele fix thouſand years, and not one hole is to be fe 


. 4 2 


= 


is falling upon the graſs and corns, think, the abt 


as the dew to Iſrasl. O that my ſoul may grew 44 10 
loly, and revive ai the corn! O chat I may grow in 


as the ſmall. rain upon the tender herb, and as the ſhn 


As the bee is buſy in going from flower to flower, {tl 
ez Meth; ſo ſhould I this day g 
from duty to duty, from one ordinance to another, frog 


to meditating, ſtill gathering grace and ſtrength 


boſow.. O my foul, vonder js Goſhen, the region « 


fan, are as but lanterns hanging out at thy Father 
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ec this day. 1s not heayen'then a fafe 
Lay up my treaſure in, where none can break through _ 
0 heal it from me . O that ny portion'and"treafure - 

ere; aber uber on refuse in, there mo dart 


7 


Z 
Doſt chou ſee the clouds? Think on the day when 
tilt will rend and break through them; as he went 
traimphing/ in a cloud to heaven, in like manner he 
all come again. Are the heavens of ſuch bright and 
„ walter? Think on the purity of the inhabitants 
ereof, There is no room, no, not a foot breadth for 
pure perſons in the heavenly Jeruſalem, where the 
Res are of pearl; no profane ſinner, ub unclean thing 
%%% TEE gs 2 ns 
"When thou walkeſt on the ground, think, this 
ole earth is but my Fathet's footſtool, that he hath 
hen me to tread” on: O how glorious then mult his 
lace'be! yet it is mine in Chriſt.— Again, this earth 
mgs upon nothing, Job, xxvi 27, O ſhall I be fo fooliſh - 
þ to hang my hopes upon that which hangs on no- 
Again, wonder at God's power and faith- 
es, that, notwithſtanding it hangs as a ball in the 
Ir, and hath had many dreadful tempeſts upon it, and 
nble earthquakes within it, yet God hath kept it 
torn 15 dp of its place near theſe fix thouſand _ 
Te 
Dal thou "tread upon the graſs? Think how God 
ulls thee thereby to remember thy fading life, and wi- 
Fring condition, every ſtep thou makelt, Ifa, xl. 6. 
Me ir graſs, and death is coming, with his ſeythe, 
now down this graſs: and though ſome graſs eſcape 
we !eythe in ſummer, when it is freth and green, yet the 
ater froſt will wither it away; fo, though you eſcape 
lie fcythe of death in the ſummer of your youth, yet the 
ater of old age will come and wither yon. 
Dolt thon'paſs over a little brook or rivulet in the 
A Think, O if 1 could fay this day, with the Plal. _ 
Wilt, Plal, Xlii. f,. 2. . the bart pants aſter the water - 
„ ſo panteth my foul after thee, © God ; my ſeul 
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and flowing. of it, and at God's power and cookie 
cat ſets reſtraining bounds to it. How eaGly might 
that power, that makes it to flow twenty foot, make it 
flow two hundred foot; and fo it would overflow on 
ſeesa towns and adjacent coaſts; but the Lord's goodnel 
8 commands 1 it back again by i its ebb. 


5 XL * 


| bur or God, for the-livi Gods, , 
| 1 VE before God? © A5 Md 


8 ven is all up the hill, -Pſal, xxiv. Lord, ſtrengthen ut 
8 climb it, without fainting or fliding back. 0 th, 
my foul this day may be Adenin to God, and God 
may be: deſcending to me 


LESS 


ed his diſciples,. when tofſed in a ſhip, on the ſea, nd 

dark night, —My foul is a little ſhip, often ready wht 
_ overwhelmed with the waves of temptations: O the 
When it is in this danger. let me awake Chriſt by m 

pftayers Again, it is ſaid of the mariner, . with reſped 
dcs his ſhip, that he fails always withio four inches « 
5 death; ſo it may be laid of the ſoul, in relation to tl 
body, that it lives ſtill within ſour inches of eternity. | 
theſe 3 veſſels. break, then our ſouls are immediate 
| | -ly ſet a-drift into the bankleſs and bottomleſs ocean 

Eternity. Lord, let not my foul launch out into that dec 
Fe while 4 am uncertain whether it fink. or ſwim. 


2 Iv e e * e 


1 1 is compared to a hip; this world is the ſet 
RE through which ſhe. ſails; believers are ibe paſſeogers; 

/. God is her pilot; the angels are her rowers; faith 1 
- the helm; Rope is the anchor: for a maſt, ine hath 
jn midſt of her, etected the ſaving tree of the crols; tit 
' graces are the ſails hanging thereon ; the Spirit is the 
Wind. that flls them; - bur. Chriſt alone is the botto 
that carries all ſafe and ſure to the haven of etern 
reſt and Felicity.” 'Q let my ſoul lean. upon no othe 


1 Re the a 


Doſt thou go up an aſcent ? Think, the. way to het 


) Doſt thou behold the- fa? Wonfer: « at. t the edbing 


- Doſt thou ſee a ſhip in the ſea? .. 'Thiok, Chriſt 


bottom. Apain, think how mercifully. Chriſt delire 


Doth it rain upon, thee while the ſun is. ſhiniog ? ? Think 
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8 eu. Lords . | 5 
<ontent to be wet with ſome rain of Aiden: this 
afly doth counterbalange any trouble whatſoever... ' . 
Art thou drawing near to the church? Then put 
me fervent ejaculations and prayers for God's blef- 
yg and'preſence. . Say as Abraham's ſeryant did, when 
came to the well of water near the city, Gen. xxiv,._ 
% 0 Lord God, I pray thee ſend me gend ſpeed this 
dey. Let me not miſs my errand ; let it be the day 
when ſalvation ſhall come to my beartand houſe; let. 
it be the day of my new birth, the day when my hard 
$ heart will be broken; let it be a day to be had in e- fo 
verlaſting remembrance, ——As I am drawing nigh to 
thy houſe, Lord, draw nigh to my ſoul, and let me 
have 4 ks with thee this day. As thou art to 
| knock at the doors of my foul by the hammer of thy 
| word this day, Lord, come and make patent doors 
for thyſelf, and command thy loving kindneſs to break 
in, Lord, open my eyes, that I may ſee the wonders 
of thy law; open my ears, that I I may hear the 
harming voice of the Son of God; open my heart, 
that the King of Glory may enter in, and open my. 
lips, that my mouth may ſhew forth thy praiſe,” 
Doſt thou come within fight of Weichen ? Let thy 
rejoice to ſee Jeruſalem à quiet habitation, and 
jy that God may ſtill create a cloud of defence upon 
dwelling place in mount Zion, and upon all ber 
nbliet; and that the mountain of the Lord's houſe... 
be exalted above all mountains. We ought to be 
K concerned for the church, and prefer Jeruſalem 
our chief joy. Let us do, in a ſpiritual way, what 
w ben did in a natural, who, with three years 
boir, took down the top of the mount Aera in Jetu- 
|, that'no hill there might compete in height with bh” 
temple of God: ſo let us cauſe the greateſt mountain 
cri intereſt vail to. the en 7 the ye 3 
ar Wo 
Do you ſee 2 poor man begging by the way? Lab: - 
Waken your gratitude and thankfulneſs, that you are 
ha cale, and he 4 in us.) va that 8 are net _ ms 
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KB 25 Ne” "Row ts end the Mowing, Ke. | | 
| begging from bim, inſtead of bis begging from you 


te alms 1 am ſeeking far better? is not the fulneſs aud 
mal and lifeleſs.in prayer ?- It was a good counſel of one, 


$ ; 5 lections, and beſtow alms for the relief of the poor; { 
Jou would take heed that you perform this duty in th 


Y 5 methods to move our compalhons ;, when we think to put 
them off with excuſes or refuſals, yet they follow uz, 


think with yourſelf,, O why do not 1 thus with God? 


but for the glory of God. Pray that your alms may be 
perfumed bz the incenſe of Chriſt's merits, that the 
way de a ſwee? ls mellin is ſacrifice unto Cod. Would you 
have a bountifu 
8 berally to his poor. Remember Chrilt's eye is upon you 


caſting in her two mites. into the treaſury, when he v 


Abe but two mites, , Be ſure this will never break 5 
nor waſte your ſubſtance, but rather increaſe it, and ot 
. tajnableſhng thereon. I pity thoſe miſerable. perſon 
who want not money to tipple and drink with, but yt 
1 * none to IN. 208 r . 


135 4 


R 


Hearken, how importunate ſome beggars are; wit 
© what warm and feeling expreſhons do they plead? they 
uncover their ſores, and ſhew their maladies, and uſe al 


and by their importunity, draw am alms from us; the 


why am I ſo careleſs in ſeeking an alms of mercy fron 
him? is not. my need greater than any beggar's? is not 


y of the giver infinitely more? and ſhall I be ſo for- 


t bade people learn to pray of beggars, 
har it. is one of the duties of this day to make cols 


right manner, that you do it not for the praiſe of men 


7 Sag. rom God this day ? then give li 


and noticeth from beaven what every one caſts in to hi 
Poor this day, as well as he noticed the poor widow! 


re Upon earth. Though you have not much to your 
ſelf, yet you are bound .to give ſomewhat; and, if it | 
ven in fincerity, God will graciouſly accept af it, tho 
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Proceed to the ſecond thing propoſed; What is ne- 


ceſſary do be done in time of public worſhip,” and 


when we enter into the church, 


© 3 


Tedd, v. . e. Look to your affections, which are the 


ſeet of the ſoul, by which men go to God, and walk or 
Firmly believe, and conſtantly re- 
neniber, that God's eye is very much on your behayvi- 


tonverſe with him. 
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1. Keep thy foot when thou goeft into the houſe of G , | : mas 


var while you are in his houſe. Therefore in the taber- 4; 


tacle, which was the place of public worſhip, it was 
7. Thou ſhalt make ſeven. 
lamps, and 'they ſhall light the lamps, that they may IH 

ch > ot nothing there could eſcape + FRM 
God's fight ; for in his houſe there was always light. 


| commanded, | Exod. XXV. 3 


give light ; to teach us, 


You cannot ſin in ſecret there; for there are ſeven lamps 


i, 1 Kings ix. 3. Mine. ge. 
God hath an eye, /, Of 


Amos ix. 4. to a 


Nople's behaviour there; for he tells us, aubere two or 


P iO i 
As you: qught to have a lively ſenſe of God's om- 


have awful impreſſions of God's greatneſa, into 
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hoſe preſence you come, and a deep ſenſe of your |} 
Menels and 'upworthineſs to appear. before him: and JW 
Riefore be putting up ejaculations to God. for accep- "(WIR 


'H 4 
F | : 


6 diſcover your miſcarriages in the Lord's houſe, And, ' TRA 
when the temple ſucceeded the tabernacle, God ſays f 
all be there perpetually, 1 
ſet vation, fer. xvi. 19. to 
ice with what ſincerity and liyelineſs you offer your 
ſervices and performances. adly, An eye of good will, 


Hiree are gathertd together in bis name, he is in the midſt | \F | | h | 


iſience when you enter God's, bouſe, ſo you ough®, BIG 
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ms 
ve and bleſs you, if you worſhip - 

tin fincerely and Friehfally. 3dhy, = eye of indigna- - 
tio, Jer. xXi. 10. to bring wrath. on you, if you ap- 
proach God irreverently, worſhip him careleſsly, and 
pfade his day, Now, you may. be affured of it, that 
bod is as jealons of his courts under the goſpel as be 
mas under the law, and doth take ſpecial, notice of his 
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E ” "tance in Chriſt Jeſus, I do not mean, that yon ſho 
ſtand up (as fome do) 10 private prayer jd a public wy, 
2s the Phariſees did of old in the ſynagagues, to be ſew 
of men; for which our Saviour reproyes them, Math, 
Fi. 5, 6, telling us, that ſectet prayer ſhould be pet 
formed in a ſecret manner: and far leſs ſhould ibis 
pPractiſed (as ſome do) when the congregation is emyloy. 
e gd in other worſhip: for this were a confounding of wore 
|. "ſhip, and unacceptable to him who is the God of order, 
And is plainly reproved by the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. xiv. & 
las ! it is to be ſuſpeQed of many that do ſo, that thele 
are all theprayers they uſe on Sabbath morning for pre- 
paring ae enen or their families for the public wor- 
ip. But, if you come in before worſhip be begun, it 
is very proper you have your private ejaculatious, ant 
be lifting up your thoughts to heaven in a private man 
ner; and, when ycu are ſet down in your ſeats, ſee i 
Fon be able to give a ſatisfying anſwer to that queſtina 
tze Lord put to the Prophet, 1 Kings xix. 13. Ma di 
"thou bere, Elijah? Can you ſay, Lord, Ihave come, a 
thy command, to the place where thy honour due 
„ Jeth, to the place where thou uſeſt to tryſt with thy 
people, that I might meet with thee, and get a glimpl 
of thycountenance?”” Alas] it is much to be regreted 
. _ ," that many come to church, they cannot tell for what end 
me theſe Epheſians, mentioned Ads xix. 32. The mor 
part knew not wherefore they were come together, The 
* - © -come for nothing, and they ordinarily go away with a0 
But as for you, whoſe errand' is to meet with Go 
ad get quickening to your fouls, look to the frame 9 
-- "your hearts; ſet yourfelves to hear God's word, an 
Join in his worſtip with great reverence and feat 
\ - * conſider, not only miniſters, (God's ambaſſadors) an 
___ - "preſent, but the glorious angels are preſent, nay, u 
5 4 God of angels himfelf is preſent; therefore ſay, as Ji 
c cob did of Bethel, Ven, xxviii. 16, 17. Surely the Lon 
. in this place Hu dread/ul it this place! This 
deen ether hat the bouſe of God, and the gate of bran 
Pe 2 gl EE ? CAR „ - ice — 2 | 
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Linus) part of Hats 3 Big this 17 Whale” N 8 
ing, praying, hearing, partaking, ſtudy to behave as one 
that believes he is ſiſted in the preſence of the all- ſeeing | 
God, 4s one that is working for his immortal ſoul,” as 
oe that within a few days mall enter the gates of death, * 
ind render an account at The: bar of the great Judge of N 
the world. 3 . | 
11. Study to be ar the wank of worthip, that you | 
may be able to ſay with Cornelius, Acts x. 33. Now we 
are all here profent before God, to hear al things that _ 
are commanded thee of Gad, Think not that you are in. 
time if you win to the lecture or ſermon. though you miſs . 
he prayers that went before; for, if you ſinfully miſs _ 
theſe, you have no ground to expect good by the Whole 
day's preaching, fince it is by the means of the public 
prayers that the word is ſanctiſed to you, and you are pre- 
ned for it; and what good can the word do you, if 
God bleſs it not to you? and how can you look for the | 
bleſſing, if you. come not to ſeek it? It is not the way to 
profit by one ordinance, to neglect another. To be late 
pf comingis offenſire to God, ſtumbling to ſerious Chriſ- 
bans, and injurious to our own ſouls. Alas! upon what 
mall and frivolous excuſes do many ſtay back from tbe 
public worſhip, or linger i in coming to it? A little by= 
d, a little rain, ſnow or cold, will detain them from. 3 
the means of falyation.. You that cannot hear the word, "WE 
if come in time to · God's worſhip-for a little cold now, 
tonſider what an alteration. there will be id hell; — 1 
It vill de hot enough, and you ſhall not have libert — 
dering. Did the cold hinder yon? chers the heat 
in you, for it. Doth a little rain or ſnow 7 you at: | 
kme, when Chriſt is calling you to receive him) How | 
hav you endure that horrible tempeſt, which he will! 
100 goſpel flighters, eren a flood of kindled wines 
bt will never ceaſe nor quench. 
Ul. When you firſt ſee the miniſter this day i in — 
pit; think, „ 0 how welcome ſhould. 1 make bi TRI 
P that bringeth glad-tidings, even the news of recon-, | mms 
0's N world? Lord, how N ll | 
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PS... to us this day, in ſending thy amkyl 
fadors with an olive branch of peace, and not a trum 
e pet of war in their mouths ???. Conſidering our reite 
rated rebellions and prevocations, it might have been 
|” expected ue ſhould have bad a fearful. meſſage ſent u, 
|. - - like that of the flying angel, Rev. vii. ult. o, wo, uw 
1390 the inhabitants of thetarth, &c. but, inſtead of this 
wie bave that ſweet meſſage in Iſa. lv. 1. renewed, Ho, 
every one that thinſtetb, came tothe waters, and he that 
bath no money, come, buy, &c. and that in ver. J. Ly 
be wicked forſake bis way, and the unrighteous man hi 
t '- - thoughts, aud let him return unto the Lord, and he wil 
1 have. merey upon him, &c. That is a Joyful ſound. Hay 


.. then ſhall we eſcape, if we negle# ſa great ſalvation? 


IV. Study to- be devout and reverend in the public 
Worſhip, both as to the frame of your mind, and gel. 
|  _ture of your body. It was a good advice of one, 
for this end, Fix your eye on the miniſter, your ear on 
e the word, and your heart on God.“ Awe your hearts 


into a holy reverence, by viewing the holineſs and power 
of that God whom ye worſhip, and revolving his titles of 
In beauen can be compared to the Lord? &c,——Gui 
' greatly 17 be feared in the aſſembly of his ſaints, &c,— 
Lord God of Hefte, "who is a firong Lord like ut 
lee] Ke. Make a covenant with your eyes, that they 
gaze not about in ſpying your neighbours clothes and 
_ geſtures, . A gadding eye is the ready way:to make 

-, - wandering heart, The devil hath many objects to templ 
and divert us; firſt men let looſe their eyes, and thed 

/ © away goes the heart. Make a covenant. with your eſe 
tdi day, that they neither ſhut with fleep, nor wandel 
| after vanity.—Though bodily ſervice without the heart 
| .  profiteth little, yet the worſhip of our bodies is oot i 
de wholly lighted ; God hath a right to the adoration 
| of our bodies as well as our ſouls, for Chriſt ſuffered fot 
. both, Cor. vi, 20, And we find Chyiſtand the ſainsi 
ide ſcripture uſing reverend; geſtures in prayer, | dafi 
|. © pot preciſely reltrict people to avy ons particular ge 
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able priyers/ neither defire 1 to lay; more fireſs upon 


with God may be obtained in any geſture; yet I muſt 


rerend_in their out ward carriage, than ſome who 
e (trangers to the power of godlineſs, and immoral in 
eir' converſations- I know theſe place all their re- 


her; yet this warrants none to run to the otber ex- 
eme, to deſpiſe a decent or devout geſture. If weak» 
elt of nature requires a perſon to ſit ia time of public 
yer, 1 do not quarrel it: but, when no juſt cauſe 
an be pleaded for it, I cannot ſay that it is a ſuitable 
nying poſture at public worſhip. A lazy, fluggiſn 


oe, and make us forget what we are about; where- 
„ when we ſtand up, and univerſally change our poſ- 
ire when public prayer begins, it helps to awaken 


. 5 Cn 

V. Come to hear the word with. a fincere porpoſe to 
dey it, and comply with the whole will of God with-. 
ut reſerve, be it pleaſant or harſh to nature; be ready 


own fin, be it as dear as your right hand, or right eye. 
won; but you muſt ſay with Cordelius and his com- 


Inded us. of God. And, in a ſpecial manner, you muſt 
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eures than they will bear, ſince I know commumon 


wn, that it is the unhappy effect of our contention a- 
bout geſtures, that ſome ſerious perſons, who have a de- 
gut reſpect o God, and holy things, do yet ſeem more 


90a in outward geſtures and forms, and go no. fur- 


ſure in prayer tends to bring on ſleep and drowli- 


ople to think upon the ſolemn addreſſes they are mak= 
g to the great God. Only let us take care, thay there 
no Vanity, ſelf-conceit, or affectation, in the poſtures. 


. 


þ perform every known duty, and part with every 
bs not enough to ſay, we are all preſent to hear the | 
I, Acts x. Me are preſent to. bear all things com- 


bready to hear and obey. his great command, of be. 
Wing on the name of his Son, which, is the great end 
| preaching. and hearing. Wherefore, when Chriſt 
Mets, by bis word, at the door of your heart, be 
Ac to open, and welcome bim in with joy; ſay td 
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Tr _  DireQiow converning— 
' Come in, ibn bleſol of the Lord; wherefore Pani 
| | vhou without? Though, alas! 1 cannot ſay what fi 
done, /bave prepared the houſe, yet, Lord, come in 
5 INE it ſor thyſelf: and though 7 be unworthy ti 
zen ſhouldfi come under my roof; yet a word from th 
\  <Ean cleanſe and repair the houſe," yea, and prepare 
| , upper room for thyſelf; Lord, ſpeak the word, and 
VI. Givecloſe attention to the word, God lod 
Fou this day from the world, that you may a#tend on 1 
Tord without diſlrattion, 1 Cor. vii. 31. Attend thi 
day to what your Lord faith to you, as men who belier 
that every Sabbath and every ſermon, that every pri 
and exhortation, every call and offer of grace, bry 
Fou @ ſtep nearer heaven, or nearer hell; nearer to hl” 
|  manſons with Chriſt, or to a_ dwelling with devils; ul: 
| - that"endleſs eternity depends upon your attention 
# God's word. How attentively would a condemoed rg 
| + bel hearken'to his prince, every word being either | 
-_ _ - er death to him? Conſider, it is matter of life and deat 
do you, yea; your life through all the ages of never end 
ing eternity 7 life depends on right hearing, Deal 
”  XXXi1, 47. and will you not take heed? You would ha 
_ God attentive to your words in the time of your diltrel 
and will you not be attentive to his words in the time 
Four health? Could a miniſter tell you how you mig 
© | "Require a good eſtate, or where you might find a fle 
| , - treaſure, you would hearken to that ; bur, for an inks 
| ritance or treaſure in heaven, many think it not we 
| their while to notice. Is not this an argument of {iroo 
þ carnalityandatheiſm? O if we could imitate Chriſt's hea 
e, Luke xix, 48. it is faid, They were all very attentif 
185 bear him, the word attentive, according to the olg 


- 


nal, may be rendeted, They banged on him, or, 7 
wee their cart ab Chriſt's lipe, Let us, in like mil 
der, hang upon Chriſt in hearing of the word, even 
| the child dork upon the breaſt ors we ber ar 
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yes and thoughts to wander, in order to keep us from 


re the word to profit us, let us watch againſt Satan's 
pptations and ſuggeſtions; let us guard againſt wan- 
nog, wearying, drowlineſs, or any thing that may 
der our attention. And for thoſe that can write 


be attentions, prevent drowſineſs, and help the memory 
terwards 3. and ſome have found it very refreſhing are 
hing a long time after, to be looking over what they 
ud written. But eſpecially it is proper for young peo- 
le to learn and uſe this way of writing 

uts your caſe, and moſt concerns your ſoul; particutar- 
to chat word-that diſcovers the finfulneſs and vileneſs 
Wa poor ſoul by nature; and to. that word that points 
{ the miſery of the unbelieyer, and that ſhews the 


ly of divine juſtice, to which he is hourly expoſed; and 
that word that ſets out ſin in its black and bloody co- 


Rovers your need of Chriſt, and his excellency, fitneſs 


W David, Then art the man, thou art the poor loſt ſin- 
| that is condemned, and for ever undone, without 
uit. Take heed to that word that points out your par- 


{ p ; . — 


7 | 
* 
42 * 


your attention in time of | heating the word. 
us enemy of your. ſouls is buſy every day laying 
res for. you, ſeeking your ruin: but, O how ative -_ ne 
he every Lord's day! The devil is ſtill firſt at church; Nod 
+ children of God never gather together, but Satin is 
pong them; and his great deſign is to render this en- 
Se of the word fruitleſs, becauſe by it the ſtrong holds 
{his kingdom have been battered. and broken down, 

pw, the way he finds moſt ſucceſs, is, by tempting our 


ing attentive in time of hearing. O then if we would 


uickly, to write down the heads. of the ſermon in time 
hearing, is by ſome.reckofied a good mean to engage 


nee the word that 


bt of thoſe curſes, the terror of the wrath, and ſeve- 
urs; io that word that ſhews your inability to help - 
Purielf out of your. miſerable tate; - to that word that 


U ſutableneſs for you ; and to that word that comes 
We home to your. conſcience, and tells you, as Nathan 


* 
We 


Nu fins, your predominate luſts and idols; take with = 
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may fink deep into the forcheads of theſe vncica 
e .,ciſed ones, to their utter ruin and deſtruction.“ f 
O'it were happy, if, while the word doth touch ourfy 
| 72 2 dur hearts were melted like Peter's, and moved to 


Wo” % 
\ 
5 


-  , holong te your neighbeur, and not to you; for tv 
dangerous ſtratagem of the devil againſt your { 


E Tos you ln 
' "and oertain; that his doctrine is holy, and bis k 


8. 


- ., _ eredit were given 
6. You as we give to human teſtimony and the writings 
men, the word would have more acceſs and ellica 
" than, alas I it hath on the moſt part. 


| ' have deſpiſed; the imatchieſs miſery 
5 ferved, the infinite love which we have abuſed, and 


> e and be at all pains to retain it; for the d 
oe A the fowls of the air, is at hand to ſnatch 


ee re on; bas, ata Wile 
ing the word, you ought to place your fins, and eſpeg 
r e © Lord fe tha fa | 
y tobe lain, and fay, „Lord, let theſe ſmog 
taken out of the brook of the 
= — by ſo ſuailſul and powerful a hand, that i 


| Some and with bitterly, O what reaſon have ve 
_ Weep, when we hear of the boundleſs mercy which 
which we have d 


- mow law which we have tranſgreſſed ! as; 

VII. Mix your hearing with faith, 5, e. ele 
2 That it is God who ſpeaks; the word is bis, 
_ not man's. 2. That he ſpeaks to you in partes 
ii be mentioned you by name and ſirname. Pat 
reprooſs and threatenings by yourſelves, and ſay, d 


_ But let every man open his ear, and bear what f 
Spirit faith to bim, and apply the word particu 
40 himſelf; for the beſt that ever was mu 
een 40 00 good unleſs it be applied. 3. 


; that his threatenings will be ſtrictly executed, 1 
promiſes-faithfully accompliſhed. It is for vi 
ol faith that the word doth ngt profit. If but as 
to the divioe teſtimony and word 


IX. Lay up what yon hear in your Jearty and 1 
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oath n. 
9 Thegfore ir 1 


ue bear a head but once, and think no more upon 
Il the ſermon be done, we are fair to loſe it. 


the. performing; of it: Sing with underflanding, and 
Itate upon what you ſing; Jing "with grate" in your” 
unt, Col. iii. 16. Ir is grace that ſweetens the voice 
God's. ears, an old heart cannot ſing a new ſong: — 
ace muſt be in a lively exerciſe, when you ſing, aecord- 
0 Pfal lv. 8. you ſhould cry to your hearts and to 
ur graces, aud particulariy to faith, love, and delight, 
in 1 Jodges v. 12. Awake, awake, Deborah, awake, 


utter 4 ſong, &. 


in ſinging, mind the matter more than the muſic, 


MEU 60 8 non myfea * dan: „ 
Mu . fea amans a in aure Da. is 


„ 1, Who fit dumb in the congregation, while their 
bours are praiſing God, as if the devil had tackt 


teule not yoprſelges by ſay! 
j for, if you: had ay delight in the duty, you would 
n you can, 2. Pheſe who, in fmging. notice tbe 
more than the matter, and. mind the voice more 
he making melody in their hearts to the Lord. 


x. Join cordially with the congregation in ſinging the! 
at God. This is a-heavenly duty; pleaſant to God., 
Iproßtaple to yourſelves; therefore be oonſcientious 


danach of the heart more thes rarer | 


ee aſh "TO hore, without. a Conrad ſuch as 


x waza to the Moog of their mouth: think not this _ 
it below the greateſt of You, for it is your honour. 
von cannot ſing muſical- . 


[Thoſe what abſent themſelves ſrom the ſinging of the, 
4 eee eee i, 


> in time of hearing, to be: often-recalling and repent- 9 
Fe heads. of what has been ſpoke in our minds; for 


There ſhould: be 2 great: 6 
kneſs of love and affection to God when we ſing to 
a according. to Ia. v. 1. Look well then to your 


1.9 


- 1 A 
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| Cota our i 


n * babes be over, or riſe. and 80 out at the etc 
fore the pſalms be fung. Would you know whoſe gifs 
es they dre who do ſo, they are not Chriſt's but Judas 
when Chriſt Tang: the hymn on the back of the con 


0 


pil 
5 munion, Matth. xvi.” 30. all the diſciples were preſeni 
+ -.- but: Judas; that ſlipt out before the plalms ; and fine 
be turned his back upon ſo ſweet a duty, it could not de 
a2 a gooderrand he was going about; it was firſt t6 betry 
| - .- his Maſter, and then to hang himſelf, 0 den take vam 
ö ing. and follow Judas example no mre. 
XI. Let none go forth before pronouncing of the bie 
1 ſing. God allows none, great or ſmall, to go out beford 
ni worſhip be ended; doth prince and people muſt mee 
| and part at the ſame time, Ezek. xlvi, 10. Theſe taff 
| wilfolly depart without, hearing the bleſſing pronounced 
nud make a cuſtom of it, if they repent not, it is to b 
F-:- feared they mult one day ſtay te hear that ſentence, De 
pert from me you curſed; You run away from the bleſing 
but you cannot run from this curſe. Wherefore let us (t 
the bleſkng; and reverently ſtand up (as the congrega 
1 tion of Iſtael did, 1 Kings viii. 14) to receive our ſhan 
in it, hoping and praying that it may come down- upot 
nus, as it ſurely will, if we believingly look up to him, thi 
E commands the ae. upon Mount: 3 even life ſa 


A 8 ever mol e. | | 700 ; | | 
=» . | | bo; 
1 cee our 2 betwix Sermons, 9 

TAVYING. foiſhed the work of- * fatenoon, 5 * 


3 muſt take care you ou diſneſe, o yourſelves be ad 
TEC tix ſermons, © ; 8 | 
Wt "If, If the . be lor ton Band yo! 
"= | houſes: near hand, then retire ienting uf 
e what you have heard, and Gxing the conv! 
dtrections into your minds, ben WY worl 
1 1 words by the way: 58 
Aa. Aﬀſoonas you come Wet, _ to eder * 
and beg God's help to improve what you bare bend 


1 "Gi it Ls 1 * grace 900; and d 
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ind pardon your failings in his ſervice.” 
dl, Fat ſparingly betwixt ſermons; left it dull your 


Ge that Jour di . in time WT: be ſuitable to a 


y. 

165 Ib time — 88 not to > call your families | 
together for the worſhip of God. £ 5 
50. If you have any time to be alone, ſpend | it frus. TS. 
ally in reading, Praying or meditating ; let not a mo- 
ent of it be loſt: either think on what you have been. | 
hearing, or draw ſpiritual inſtructions from what you 
+, Do you. fit by the fire, and ſee- the ſparks fly up? 
think, ( Man is born to trouble as the ſparks fly upward, 


i bit, bleſſed be God, that Iam this day invited to come. 
# to Jeſus Chriſt, | who of a remedy both for fin and for- 


* row.“ Fe _ ; 


tenemy, is doing the like for my poor ſoul.” Seeſt thou _ . 


navgled, and then runs to ſeize i it, and drag it into its 
dale? © * So doth the devil lye in wait till once ſinners 
de caught i into his ſnares, and then he Jays on them 
„ and hales them away to hell with him,” A gain, think 
bow painfully and curiouſly the ſpiders weaye their cob- 


Ney be caught, both they and their webs may be 28 
pen by the be ſom, and trode i in the duſt. What is this 
but a brely' of the curious projects which oe 
Fame for 
ta zat pains to en a fly? and oft, before it be 1155 
es With its 1 5 and ſweeps them 1 


Iifheir t dug bes periſh, Plal. exlvi. 4,—But 


7 FR Sermons... Rs eatery 20 8 A 1 
1 ay * your weak memories to 8 * 8 | «1 1 


10 Job. FL 1 80 hath filled my ſhort life with troubles 1 5 4 
8 0 


, Dolt thou fee FPS: in the ids weaving canning —_ 
debe to catch the filly fly ?. Think, ** Satan; that cunning WH 


aining, We: ? What are they elſe os”. 


Re projects Gown in the grave altogether ; er *6 


& are thele ſouls, who-are laying out all their 5 1 4 
e, and uſing all means this day to win Chriſt! | i 
& ue | r a e death; here is gh | 


ſpirits, and indiſpoſe you for the afternoon's word and 5 6 Fit 


how thedpider hides itſelf. in its hole till once the fly be 1 | 1 


eba to catch flies, never conſidering that, before their © p” 11 
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10 Concerning our Bebwvlour 
tat death cannot rob ther Thuß we ſee bow & 
very thiag might learn 8s 4 ritual leſſon, if we ven 


* 


: 
. 3X. 


— . RT oo 
Sc, Vf you be far from home, and have vot a hook 

- |. to Which you can conveniently'go thin emos, they 
improve your time as well as, u can tn in the church 


| ©, or church-yard, by reading, meqmaflag, Pfiötte ef alt, 


' - tions,” or ſpiritpal conferences. It is very fad to hear 
people in the Ne e e day talking about their 
” markets, corns; cattle, and other worldly ſübjects: alas! 
- - the devil is as buly Towing his tares in the church-yard, 


. Chrilt's miniſters ate in ſowing the good ſeed in'the 


'-.- church, and hath far more increaſe han they. Is it nat 
- , | firange, that people ſhould go forth from hearing a vam 
| ermon, yea, a ſermon. exactly adapted to their ſoul 
-. * cafe, and yet have never a word of it among them more 
© than they had been deaf or fleeping all the time; but no 
''  ſooper'is the word out of the miniſſer's mouth, but pre 
©  Fbtly the world 1440 their! 
' Queſt, May not we aft or hear news this day? © 
An, Aſking, hearing, or telling news this day, is fin- 


flüul, if it be done ts ſatisfy curiofity, to divert or put 


off the time, this would be a fnding our own pleaſurt 
E which is forbidden. on the Lord's day. But if it be dong 
tat we may know how it fares with the church at 
”” home or abroad, and that we may get our bearts fuit 
- ably affected with the caſe of Zion, as it was with Ne 
* . hemiah, Reh. i. 2, L aſked them. concerning the Jeu! 
and concerning Feruſalem; 1 ſay, in that caſe it is lay 
E _ ful; for thus we ſhew our concern for the kingdom 0 
Chit in the world, and herebgþ we y be furniſhet 
With matter both” of prayer and praiſe, - Outward « 
_ vents and vecurrences, if rightly improven, will be 
iar from unframing the ſpirit for the daties of tb 
Sabbath, that we may reap much ſpiritual advantal 
From them, Let us therefore take Gre to make 
. Teen improvement g the news we bear this day 
for God's power, mercy and juſtice may be ſeen apdad 
wied in the occurrences of providence, as well # 
r Fs „ wav | 2 85 N F 8. , 
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| 9 8 5 {key Tg 80 1 
jerk Fe ereation, | Aſh chan 1 amy neue ht 
ikes thee glad? let it e thee to bleſs God for he i 
et goſpel news of Chrift's + coming to ſave loſt feaners, - al 
ö hearing this day. Let it put ee Ju 
c kose it wil be to a believer do hear _ 


it mind thes 25 the bleſt agreement and harmony that ; 
among the ſaints and angels above. Ooſt thou hear 
{ bloody. wars and rumouzs. of wars ? Remember the 
iat hand, O believer, - when; thou ſhalt be houſed 
i Chriſt-the Prince of Peace, where there is nothing 0 
ut perfe@ peace, union and tranquility. - 4 77 
But, in caſe yop ſit or walk alone betwint ſermons | 
| the church or church-yard; vou may either think 
pon what. you have been hearing, or meditate upon ul 
ur latter end, 28 ide graves. you ſee-and tread "M8 
, loudly call 2 - Think bow ene generation \. 11 
„and anuth, e Our fathers had their day upon 
| tage, and they ere gone off to make room. for un; 
w we have our day upon the ſtage, but in a lite 
muſt go off alſo, and give {lace to the ſucces my pew 
eration, As we draw ſome. upon the ſtage, theſe 
13 off it again, and we maſt ſhortly be laid 
t-fathers.—— Again, thiak what a mortiſying 
Na fore Jour eyes; there lyes the rubbiſh of a2 
puſand generations. What is the whole world al- 
, but 8 heap of graves and dead mens bones? Muck 
the ground we now tread on, as well as theſe graves, _ 
once-living.s ſo that we plough np and dig throvgh | 
| forefathers, and- muſt ſhortly turn earth ourſelves 
bury our -polterity.” What cauſe have, we then to 
humble} We are-made of the ſame metal with the f 
band we walk. on; God's hands bave kneaded our Ju 
* of the ſame clay wich others, and bis fingers Il 
| crumble us again into he ſame duſt. Let us Jul 
r pride.; for this piece ef ground will lay us all. 1 
7 K e wh r 4. en 1 you. 4} 
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as good duſt as the body of a king; the grave duſt ( 


"I 


tte one ſmells as ſweet as the other, there it makes 
._  "obGifance to it, nor keeps any diſtance from it. 


Cen cerning the Afternoon's Worſhip. 
OS 8 . * 


HEN che time for the afternoon's worſhip is com 
VVV ſee thatHe return again to it in due time; thi 
_*. © Bot the half of the day enough for the ſervice” of God 
remember the whole day is his: your ſouls neceſfiti 

_ alſo require your attending on all the diets of worſhiy 
therefore miſs no opportunity; for you know not whi 
vou may meet with Chriſt, Thomas, by being abſent fro 
one meeting of the diſciples, loſt a Joyful fight of Ch 
{| . "which the reſt got, and for ſome time afterwards laboi 
- ed under fad donbting and unbelief: fo you that mit 
draw from any of the meetings of God's people in ! 

| ſanduary, bave reaſon to fear plagues'upon your ſou 
Tou. that go away unneceſſarily. from the afternoot 
_ ©, worſhip, (as many in the country do) conſider. what 
_ - "threwd' fign it is, that ye have got little good the fo 
non, and that ye are very indifferent what become 
Pour precious ſouls. Know you not that the loſs of 0 
opportunity may be the lofs of your ſouls?  !t may" 
in your abſence, the Spirit, who blows when he liltet 
did vouchſafe a gale, which might have melted your! 
ren heart; it may be, then the word was ſppke, tl 
it} - throngh God's bleſſing, might have begun a good v0 
on your ſoul; and, wheo you provoke him, by neg! 
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a fuck icy, „ A lie”. 
xchlafe ſich another gale to you all your life again? 
as for your carriage during, the afternoon's. worthip, 1 4 9100 
klar you to the foregoing directionz; for oy ſuit the 1 
terno0n;/as well as the forenoon.1 = 
Ouly there are {Fonds four ahings waves 1 would mind _ 
| L If there be gek perſons who deſire the aid of your I 
pers; as you: ought to ſympathize. with them, ſo ou 
ght alſo to remember God's goodneſs to you, that 
me you in health, when others are toſſed on ſick 
$3 that allows you. to ſing his praiſes, while others. 
jp 0d with pains; that gives you liberty to attend 
Is ordinances, en Cars; better than you, are de | 
ned therefrom. - 
l. If baptiſm be pr ET Py after ſermon, thi. | 
| theſe. direQions concerning your carriage on 
hat occaſion: 1//, Beware of removing before it is o- 
ter, as many do; for this argues both a contempt of 
ſt's ordinance, which he hath ſolemnly inſtitated for 
s church's s good, and want of charity to the perſons to 
| daptized, in that you will not ſtay to pray fot them, 
receive them into the communion of the viſible: 
hucch 2 as allo, it ſheweth. that you have little regard. 
þ your own ſouls, in that you turn your back upon ſuch 
6 excellent mean of edification as this is. You-that are 
ity: this. way, beware of it for the future. Conſider 
Wat an-irreverent and-unbecoming thing it would be, if 
would: do as you dot and, do you not tempt aber, 
Mour exampbe, to go off with you? ' : 
20, Stay. {till and pray for the members to be in- 
alted, as others did for you: pray that God may give 
be inward - grace with the outward ſeal, and apply © 
Ply blood u the os: as. mates is applied io me 
. n 
dy, Remember your. own- e and ſolemn en- 
Leung to: Chriſt in infancy: remember whoſe name 
bear, whole livery you wear, and whoſe-colours ve 
| fuoc to: b rr for your. manifold. 1 
1 8 
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ions, your falling ſhort of the grace of baptiſm, 
Waking contrary to your folemn vows. Examine wh 
L Fruits you reap from your baptiſm, and if you have yg 
| _ © Your intereſt in pardon of ſin, ſanctifying grace, andy 


ther bleſlings ſealed to you in that ſacrament, cleared 
Tt and ſecured: and try if ye feel the efficacy of Chiiff 
| blood, repreſented and applied in that ordinance, melt 
ing your hearts,: cleanſing yon from fin, and quickenit 
Jou to holineſs. 1 ſhall ſay no more in this place con 
_ cerning our improving of our baptiſm, nor of the duti 
. of parents who preſent their children to it, nor of theſ 
who are witneſſes; ſeeing 1 have handled theſe poin 
1 Pretty fully in my Sacramental Catechiſm, to which th 
„ ß ers 1 
III. If you be called after the diſmiſſing of the ca 
F  _ gregation, and befote you return home, to attend th 
+ funerals of any of your deceaſt neighbours, let you 
| words and carriage be grave, and ſuitable to the oc 
caſion; abhor that levity and frothinefs which man) 
| ſhew. at ſuch occalions. When you draw nigh, and 
ſiee the open grave, think, God is cauſing the gran 
dio open its mouth, to warn me of my latter end, ani 
0 tell me, that I muſt he there. ere long. When 50 
ſee the bones ſcattered about the grave's mouth, i 
+ fearful confuſion; think, My ſkull and bones will le 
thus lying and trampled on in a ſhort time, and vil 
|. Dot be diſtinguiſhed from the bones of others; and 
buht folly is it for men to be lifting up themſelves. ant 
daeſpiſiog others now ?——When yon hear the dolefu 
murmur that is made by the ſkulls and clods of eart 
FF HCrikivg upon the coffin, think with thyſelf, that 1 
ſounds forth theſe words, Remember tbau muſt di 
ce ider thy latter end. When you ſee the grave filled 
up,; and covered with earth, and people departing fron 
tit, think, Thus will I be carried out, and left alone by 
| all my. ſtiends; and there will be none to bear me com 
N © = pany in this dark cell, but the worms, Who will feal 
-., themſelves on me, without any to hinder them. O to d. 
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7% Let not the impreſſions of your neighbour's WR 
perals wear ſoon off. Some are under a little concern - 
he time; but no ſooner is the dead interred, and the 
e filled up again, but all their ſerious thoughts exn- 
und they return to theit fins and pleaſures as before. 
in ſee that your concern be laſting ; go away thinkin *. 
my be the next for whom the grave may be opened: 
. Twill wait all the 1 5 ad 4 hn time, | 
Il my change come. 
dy. If there be any public worlhip, lecture, catechi⸗ 
pp, or repetition of tbe ſermons this evening, Ter all, 
ho can, attend the ſame: for as much of the Lord's 
F, a Fan be, ſhould be ſpent in the public exerciſes 
d meetings of God's people. 1 acknowledge, fami- 
þ duties and ſecret duties, are likewiſe to be perform- 
„ and time be allowed for them; and it is well 
her matters are ſo ordered, that public and private du- 
Is do not interfere on the Lord's day. But, whenever 
dey ſeem to do it, let it be obſerved as a rule in this 
Wile, The private ou ger to give place to the public; for 
x one chief end of ſetting apart this day, folemoly to 
tlnowledge God, and celebrate his Wen in yy of 
t plies and en of Gitte f G | 


ih, 


| 


| Oncerning our daa. after public 4 2 


Come. to thi third ing” 78 ſheu whit is neceſſary , 
2 be done after the public worſhip | W 
If vou be geing home in company with otherz, 


| the way : for, Deut xi; 18, 19. you are command- . a 
el of them when you wall by the way, We ſee 
A hearers talked of the word by the way, Luke 


32. Did not our hearts burn within us, while he 
Ki t u. the ſcriptures; I know this is the pradiice . 


1 RE 1 i is. * a of * * AE TOR 


Fel 8 : Wo ng * { * | | 1 i 
N "a at Biphifm and Burials, 


confer together upon the ſermons ' you have heard b 


© not only to lay up God's words in your. hearts, but | I 


Five Chriſtians io ſome places, though 1 ſear there 
Ittle of this fort of conference among us. Inſtead” of 5 


- _ i . 
5 ys 
K F 


Ys 75 nen, 
of this 305 the other perſon they ſaw in the ren 
ke with about worldly affairs. 
II. If you have not occaſion for 1 hen n 
| irate upon what you have heard through the day, fl 
We 10. God hath ſpoken once, yen twice hav? | hu 
it, faith the Pfalmiſt. That which. God ſpeaks, 5 
| ould go over it again in your thoughts, and chewy 
.. cud upon it. Let it continue like the ringing of be 
founding in-your ears after the bells are ceaſed. it i 
à good anſwer that one, coming from. church, gave 
another that aſked him, 7 the fermon wes done ? Nay 
„ (ſays be) the congregation is diſmiſſed, but | hopet 
« ermon is not don. 
III. .You may allo be Babies with — occaſut 
. meditations very ſuitable to the day, from the thin 
you may ſee by the way ——Doſt thou ſee the, cou 
Y '» , turving black, and threatening rain, Which cauſe the 
to mend thy pace, and haſte home? Think, furl 
-  afflitions are mercies to God's people; they, like 
black cloud; cauſe them to mend their pace, and k 
to be home at their Father's houſe. If our ſun ſhoul 
always "ſhine with unclouded beams, we ſhould u 
make 2 haſte: ſhould we find too much friendh 
: A in our inn, and kindneſs in our pilgrimage, we woll 
be fair to forget. our Father' s houſe, end our heria 
| | aboye. | 3 
Doſt thou fob the. fag declining, and haſting do 
to night ? Think, the ſun's motion is very ſwift, thou 
_ infeakible in the mean time: he runs many thoula 
miles in an hour, and flies with incredible ſwiſtas 
about the earth, carrying our time about with hin 
ſo we (tbough the molt part be inſenſible of it) are f 
ing as falt to the grave. O then, ſhould not our (0 
be poſting 4s hard from fin. aud wrath, to Chrilt, « 
City 17 Refuge? Dolt thou ſee the ſun; ſetting, and! 
_ darkneſs coming on? It hath a voice to thee, the 
18 thy life poſteth to an end, the dark night of del 
NT when thou mult ſer in the grave: O! ſee x 
* vork to ects W ſag is ke 


' x 
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| 57 thy wled; for, when the night. comet; 15 man 
work; there is no repentance in the grave, * | 


tes a fair morning next day? Think upon the ; 
an upright man, he latter end of that man is peace, | 
believer,” the evening of thy day ſhall be ſerene, and 
y fon ſhall ſet without clouds: the morning of thy | 
ſurreRion ſhall be bright, and thy eternity for ever. 


the death of the AE Us. and to have bir loft ends | 
.. 
| it in the winter time "that * you are going home, 
hen the ſky may be full of ſtars? Confider how glo- 
ws the manſion of the ſaints muſt be, ſince that be 
igled roof is bat the floor or pavement. of their, pa - 
ex yet that is my home, where I hope to lodge when 
tht comes, and from which 1 ſhall never flit. O how . 
any millions of bleſſed ſouls dwell therein! How light- 
Ime is their life! and how pleaſant is their employ- | 
tent! Shall I ever be ſatisfied till I be there? | 
h it in the ſummer or harveſt time, when you are o- 
Aged to go into the field, to attend and gather your 
ite? Beware of carrying an earthly mind alongſt with 
, but labour to learn ſome heavenly: leſſons from every ; 
king you fee. | 
Do your cattle ny ig you? Thiok, how ready 
io wander from Chriſt, my Shepherd! Lord, Fhave © 


hein; luffer me not to wander as far as bell, as I will 
aiply do, if thou let me alone; for of myſelf 22255 | 
Wer find the way back to the. | 
Do you ſee the ſun retiring from us, al the Her 


K will come on, Let me be buſy now, and imitate 
ie bee, who gathers ber meat in'the ſummer, and pro- 
Wes for the winter before it come: Oh let me not ſin 
lep away my days of race, leſt ! have it to regrete, 
Jer. viii. 20. My harveſt | br mY my ſunnrer * 1 
i Is em no] of hens 45 pi TEE 


|; the ſky clear at the ſun-ſetting, fo that it pro 5 £ = Alt 
ath 


vious, * No wonder, then, though Balaam wiſhed to. 


me aſtray like a left ſheep : O ſeek me, and find me © | [ bl 


ing away? Mind bow the ſummer days of grace will 
length go away; and the winter of ſickneſs and old 


16 e our 6 #45] 


6 kinds when vou ſee. the corhs cut 
2 the helds? ( ink how death, with his fic 
ml cut you down in fie manner, Rev. xiv. i5, 

Sies you a tree growing? Think how the ax of dey 
. 0 Wa 7 3 is laid to the root of the bar 

 _ » hree, or fraitlels. eee think how nig 
- and day are like two axes bewing at the root of the m 

of nian's life,” withour reſt, when the one is up, bet 
tber is down: every day a ſpale flies off, and er 

icht a chip goes; and fo, ere long, our bones will | 

Wn, Ee: about the graves s mouth, 'as awhen one cutte 

85 *vood, Plal. cxli. 7. 1 ſee my neighbours as cut tre 
* falling — 5 me: I find myſelf beginning to tote 

tl dd ſhake with the frequent blows I am etting : Ott 
in the mean time I may be inclining Chnſt-wards a 

* benen wrd! for, ar the tree falls, fo will it he. 

des youn worm crawling on the ground? Think u 
. be worm of conſcience that never dier, but ae 

wicked to all e eternity. It is my higheſt wiſdom io mak 

conſeience my friend for it is à /riend that flicks cl 
than a FU at it will faithfully attend us on a death 

| bed, and at à tribunal, and adminiſter cordials to 1 

then.” But, if conſcience be thine enemy, next to G0 

| kimſelf, thou wilt nd it the molt terrible enem) that 

ver a poor ſoul had; thou canſt neither reſiſt it, nor fle 
5 boom it: it 183 mef thou canſt not deforce, 2 
. . "nels thou canſt not at vo judge thon canſt not declu 
OP and an.executioner thou 4 not withſtand ; poor Chril 
- "els baner; it will ſerye inſtead of all theſe againſt th 
DO 0 labaur to get it ſprickled in 1 time with Chriſt's þ _ 
= and this will pacify it 

En in, Think, what is man hut © warm ? He is wig 
by”: called in one verſeſ Job xv. 26. What a poor weak 
 belplels creature is 2 worm? it is ey eruſhed by tht 
-' fook, and can make no reſiſtance. 80 weak and he!plc 
h man, with reſpe& to God, he is more eafily craibed of 
the feet of his jaitice, than a worm is by ours. Wat 
- madnels, then, i 71 it for a worm to rebel againſt the Cre 
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She ts many worms crawling upon bs clit E 
4 of us muſt ere long take up our dwelling with the 
uns, and ſay to them, Te are my brethren and my, 5 
Je, behold, as worms, when they creep into the 
rh, leave their ſlime behind them about the hole“? 
ath zo believers, when they creep into the grave, 
ave all their ſin SY corruption at the grave's mouth, $f 
x their fouls aſcend to God, without ſpot or wrinkle.” | 
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* ; ſoon as - poſſibly you can win 1 Hine e Fl 
ſet about your ſecret work, and family dutie : 
wfder, that though the ſermons be over, the $abbatly  . 
not over, © Therefore ſtudy to E. the reſt of tue 
nn God's ſervice, and Keep (till the impreſſions of 
kt you have been hearing upon your ſpirits. , And if 9 
u would do this, take hee directions: 3 
[; Retire preſently for ſectet prayer and el. etami⸗ 
en; pray over what yon have been hearing, and _ 
nat 4% Lord may keep it in the imagination of the 
Meere your bearti. This is a good way both to 
p your memories, and procute à bleſſing on what 
have beerd. Conſider whether you had any thin 
God's ſpirit: and preſence through the day, af 851 | 
thirew, then lament after him, and ſearch into the 
i tie Heel bimfely rhrough the latte, mY 
Es him for it, and go on to wall in the light of Bis - 
nance. Hath any good motion been raiſed in 
a"Rarts by re word? Pray for the preſervation oo. 
Hath eue word. been refreſhing and 'edifying to 
y i ep in your hearts, and commit that to 
dd to keep: for-you, which 'your frail memories cane 55 
0 retzin, Pleading, that God may make it forthcow- 
lt the time of Four need. Hath e 
fd diſcovered any particular fin or luſt to you? then © 
and mourn for it, and beg motrifying-grace to; / 
2 lie and — ee 0 bevy: OPEN 6 
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beating? lament it, put on new. reſolutions, ade 
0 God for ſtrength; and, forget not to employ ut 
' , . - great Advocate, Jeſus Chriſt, to apologize for yay 
. . Wweaknels and ſhort-comings, and to ſeparate all ü 
defects from your. performances, and offer them u 
ia his cenſer perfumed with the incenſe of his meli 
Was thy conſcience ſtupid, thy heart hard, and d 
mind carnal, While hearing a- ſoul-rpuzing ſermon 
Bie aſhamed of it before God, and chide with thy heart 
Aid ſay to it,“ Art thou worſe than Felix a heathen 
{* for his heart trembled when he beard of judoment | 
«© come, Acts xxiv. Art thou worſe than devils? f 
1 they believe and tremble,” James ii. Oh! hl 
4 - Hheathens. and devils be ſoonet moved than my hu 
heart? Haſt thou reaped no benefit through the day 
Let it be matter of exerciſe and lamentatioa to 
before the Lord, Let never bare © ordinances fats 
thee, without communion with God therein. As Zat 
. cheus climbed up into the ſycamore tree to ſee ſelu 
and when once he had got a fight of him there, he ca 
| ' down joyſully ; ſo oughteſt thou to go up to the ſye 
muore tree of ordinances for this xioh, to ſee G 
nia Chriſt; and, unleſs this ſight be granted thee, con 
dun ſorrowſully, When men go to meet their belors 
friend at a certain place, and they miſs him, how dilca 
tentedly do they go away? Alas! what are ordinandt 
without God, but as a table without meat, a well will 
out water, from which a needy ſoul muſt needs depa 


| hungry and thirſty? n 
It concerns thee to call thyſelf to account for ti 
frame and carriage in hearing, reading, prayer, pra 
giving alms, and every duty you have been employ 
in through the day. As God himſelf. reviewed et 

'* » day's work of his, and /aw it was good, Gen. i. 

_ - ſhould we review. every day, and, in a ſpecial mans 
every Sabbath day's work, and ſee if it be good or! 
Let us judge ourſelves, that we may not be judged. | 
II. Read over. theſe portions of ſcripture which J. 
+," Have beard opened, with the Teriptures cited by 5 
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"fie the i. en? 8 219 | 


d's Spirit to make you underſtand them. We' ſee 
| Agra wes reading the ſcriptures u A his return 
z the pablick worſhip, and God bleſſed it, and 
him an interpreter; and if you, do ſo, you may 
pet the ſame. He that ſent Philip to him, will 


gs ſuch a divine light 2 with him, as will 
e you ſee the truths of the goſpel with another 
e, and diſcover more in the word than ever you 
eld in it before: ſo that, though you have read the 
je chapters and verſes about Chriſt many times oyer, 
et a then you ſhall be made to ſay, O where were my 
pal BOW," * I never . what was contained 


I Labour, by all means, to keep up . 
unte and impreſſions of the word thou haſt been 


an to tarry with thee only for a night; but, let it be 
| inhabitant to dwell with thee all the week over, 

th the Spirit made any warm impreſſions by the word 
jou. thy ſoul this day? O watch over them, and ſtrive 


bd look to God for help. Oh Lord, let me not loſe 
bw heat of this day in the cool of the evening, Thy 
| word hath wrought wonderful changes upon others; 
0 that I may likewiſe experience the ſame, and bave it 
[to ſay, I went forth proud, but am come home hum- 
ble: I went out careleſs and hard-hearted, but am 
{come back thoughtful and contrite in ſpirit: I went 


| free man. of Chriſt 1” ? 
Poor ſoul, much depends apon your.care and watch. 

jeſs over yourſelf in the evening of the Lord's day, 
wo are viftorious in the day, but loſe. all at night 


N to their arms, but ſuffer. the enemy to ſurprize | 


iniſter = * on them, and beg the illumination * 88 


id his own Spirit to help you ; who, when he comes, 


5 on thy mind: Let it not be as a wayfaring ll 1 


þ preſerve and entertain them through the evening, 9 


to church a bond ſlave of Oe but a returned a: þ j 


t you laſe not theſe things wrought in jou by the word 
rough the day. There are. many like theſe ſoldiers Bl 


kough their ſecurity and floth ; they do pot watch and 


d, tg dent EY. their quarters, aod 92829 their. * 1 
og” X ws ©. ; | . 


ae Pe 


"es they are ſeoute, dresmiag of no wand Mu 
tte like Hannibal, chat knew bettör ow to obtain | 
victory, than bow to improve t When got. Wug 
then againſt the devil, the warld, and your own hem 
WS beware of Wang ee, wu you ona throup 
1 l here fire tome adyices; in e the 6 
ting and improving of theſe 1 8 80 
one, or reſolutions; that may degot in 3 
ing of the word on the e ee e ate * par 


| kindledby'the/breath-of God, orgs not ſock 


them, but ſtrive to blow them * into a flame by pray 
und meditation, 

5 "1, Beg earneſtly he God, who bath begun 4 
workin thee, may carry it on; that theſe 1 
may terminate in thy convetſion here, and thy {al 
tion hercafter.——Cty, Lord, "ſuffer not theſe ter 


feats 70 be nipped in the bud, or blaſted in the bl 


ſom by Satan's froſty! winds, or the world's cold blaſts 
but mereifully cheriſh and preſorve them to maturil 
10 vie praiſe the glory of bis grace: | 

29, Conſider what a erying ſin it is gl Ga 
40 veglect or Rifle thy convictions: he will treat the 


28 a murderer if thou do it; it is murder to deft 


the conception in the womb. Chriſt alſo will take it u 
ſolemn affront offered to lum; for convictions are f 
meſſengers which he ſends to prepare the way for! 
entry into the ſoul: and, will he not heinouſly reſet 
m, to lee his meſſengers killed or maltreated? Owl 
horrid ingratitutle is it to Chriſt, after be hath openl 


Ake door of our hearts half-way by convictions, 


hape it ſhut againſt him, when he is juſt ready to ente | 
or, ben he is half-way in, to be theaſt back ag 


5 zurn have the door thrown in his face! 


Za, Conſider how prejudicial it is to thy own ſe 
4 _—_— dying away of thy convictions threatens the! 
def chy ſoul. If you quench them, God may be 

| _  woked to paſs that dreadful ſentence, My Spirit / 


1 e longer rive nuith thee ; and ſo there follows a M 
1 88 * ** hes art t loſt for erer. O cred 


8 * 


PR th public meien, 


es 4 God's judgments, for. thy nals 5 is PRE... 
tous than others: no water freezeth ſo faſt, as that 
bath been once warmed ; and no irov is ſo hard, 


Therefore,  - 
410%. Preſently. lire i in with thy cep tictiom. Bleſs 

od. for awaking/ thee, when others about thee are Iy- 
9 $4244 ſleep; for viſiting thee, when others ate 
led by: be content to have thy ſore. lanced, and 
wound ſearched: ſuffer no other plaiſter to be 
lied to it but Chriſt's blood: go not to heal the 
und. of thy: conſcience by the works of the. Jaw, and 
by own duties; for theſe will at beſt dat ſuin it over 
ve a. while. Neicher go to ſhift off convictions by 
lays, as did Felix; for this is the devil's great ſtra- 
lagem to ruin thy foul; It is with the heart as with 
felted wax, ; if you clap the ſeal to it when it is ſoft, 
| receives an impreſſon which abides; but, if yon 
len it it ſoom cools and hardens, ſo that, preſs on it 
K will, it is 10 no purpoſe Let us then imitate 
„ who. when be was convinced of the evil of 
13 delay tur nod: his feet to God's 
lelimonice, Plal exin 59. Put forth thy utmoſt (ſtrength, 


| while conſcience. is - ſtirring, the Spirit ftriving,. Ch 
ag, bis bowels. ſounding, and his blood pleading; 
wo loſs. of this ſeaſon may be the loſs of thy ſout, 
| faith thrice in one chapter, Heb. ir. Te- day, ty» 
„ dh but the devil eries, To- mor rom, to-more = 
w, !9-morrow. Surely God is wiſeſt, and his time 
melt, To-day is thy living day, to-morrow may be 
Boy dying day z to-day thod art on earthy to-morrow ? 
Deu 'mayeſt. be in hell; to-day mercy is inviting, to- 
borrow Juſtice may be ſmiting ; therefore, while thon 
mn called to day, hear the voice of God and canſeience, L 
ad harden not your bearty. _ 5 
IV, Labour 10 perſevere i in prayer abia roeningys do- 
t falat-in it, but endeavour with Moſes, to h, up | 
tn hands this ay till the going down. of. the un. Our 
3 and . in this e 0 9 e 
X 2 5 
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\ that which hath been off heated, and oft: queeched. = 


lr up thyſelf ta turn from fin, aud 88 1 


Tear it.” | Continue inſtant in prayer this day, 


4 _ Tpeech, uſe all their art and till to move the affectiom 


; 52 evening, as if it were to be thy laſt Sabbath, thy ll 


* "ad performances. Beware, my friends, of fccre 


3 with God; for this ts both diſhonourable to Chriſt, 


of Chriſt, which is inßnite? Shall not we reſt content 
with that wherewith God bath declared himſelf wel 


I * — "4.4 - * 
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ns. A de, 
but -dilighe to the hearer of prayer. Chriſt ſank 0h 
this day to his ſpouſe, Thy volte ts fweet, cauſe me 


Uag as Jacob, and ſaying, I will not tet. thee go, i i 
thou bleſs mie. And as orators, at the cloſe of thei 


of their audirors ; ſo do you, at the cloſe of the Lord 
day, put forth all your grace and ſpiritual frength i 
prayer, to prevail with God for a bleſſing, Pray th 


night, or thy laſt prayer; knowing that, when death 
Tomes, thou canſt pray no more: for, as death bird 
vp the hand, that it can work no more, ſo it ſtrike 
dumb the tongue, that it can ſpeak no more z accor: ing 
to Ecel. ix. 10. Ha; xxxviii. 18. 

v. Study to be denied to all your Sabbath _ | 


truſting to them, as any piece of righteouſneſs before 
God; for that 'will ſpoil all, like the dead „y in il 
apthecary + ointment, © Say therefore, this day, aſte 
you have done all, Me are unprofitable ſervants. Loch 
above all, 8 if you had done nothing at all to the 
 righteouſhels of Chriſt to anſwer for all. See that yol 
join nothing of your own with this perfect rightcouf 
veßg, in the point of your juſtification and acceptanc 


and dangerous to yourſelves: therefore beware of it 

There is a natural popery in the minds of all; ue 
| much incline to ſtand upon our own” legs, and to hare 
| Jomething of our own to found upon. But is it ay 
| orher thing than blaſphemy, to charge Chriſt's ſacrifict 
with lameneſe, or his work with deficiency? or to think 
with our penny to make up Chriſt's . and will 


our polluted duties to add any perfection to the bloc 


_ Pleaſed: Let us then, with Paul, count all rhings 01 
. dung and igſi for Chrift 20 bis ls. et and deli 
ou to. be A in FA 
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31 a Cn of family W 
| — night, ond Ban: ace. to: be Per- 


1. 0 heads ene fee that be bee ſolemts, 
| and particular in family; — this evening, than 
par times: it is pleaſaut this night to hear uni 
the melody of God's praiſe in the tabernacles 4 
ee Lay out your family fins, wants and mer 
s fully and plainly be fore God in family prayer. 
Us Confen about the fermotis, and repeat over what 
u bare heard; for the Lord, Deut. xi. 18, 19. re- 
res you nat only to lay up God's words in your 
darts BONG ay eee when you Ju in your - 
„ and to teach them your: children. You ought 
10 to call your ſervants. and children to an account, 
t what they remember, and how they have profited 
by the ſermons, When you, ſend? your ſervants to the 
narket, you examine what market tbey have made: now, 
de public ordinances are heaven's free market for their 
luis, and will you never inquire what they have gained 
ſhereat? This way of rehearſing the ſermons is very re- 
keſhing and advantageous, and hereby one of you would 
ie uſeful to another; . what e r 
ay remember. „ 
lll, Let parents and. heads of Ses rake FO 3 
ine. this evening in catechifing and ioſtcuQting. their” 
thildren, and ſervams in tbe knowledge of the prin- 
les of religion, and of their duty: towards God, 
weir” neighbours, and themſelves, We may obſerve, 
bom, the in. of Mark, and xiv, of Luke, that after 
ur Lord had inſtructed the people as à public preach» 
on the Sabbath day, he afterwards did examine and. 
3 bis twelve diſciples. 25 S of a la· 
my; i > 
, Begio winh children as foos as they are . 
d inform them, that there is ſuch à Being as God, 
Won they-ought-to: honqur, reverence, and loye above 
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224 i Dutt, 
all things: That E ces his creatures, the vol 
of his hands: That he preſerves them, and yirg 

| them all the good things they enjoy; and that ere 
tod thing is to be ſought from God by prayer, ul 
. thanks returned to him for the ſame.——Shey the 
-  , © the evil and danger of fin, and how much God hatg 
it :— That they have immortal fouls:—That there i 
2 a life after death in another world, wherein mes ſhall 
receive a great and eternal reward, or a fearful endleſ 
"puniſhment, according as they have done or neglede 
their duty in this world: And that God loves thoſe 
who keep his commandments, and pray to him; but 
hates wicked men, and theſe who do got pray 1| 
theſe principles were early inſtilled. and rooted in chil 
 _ dren, they would in ſome meaſure ſtick with them all 
- *heir days, Likewiſe, as they are capable, ſhew the 
the great degeneracy and corruption of human nature, 
derived to us by the fall of our firſt parents: Alſo, 
+ ſhew' them the way of our recovery from this miſe. 
'. rableiſlate by Jeſus Chriſt, who was {ent by God to re 
deem and fave us from the bondage of fin and Satan 
Aud from the damnation of hell. | 
234i, Before they are capable to read, or get and 
repeat our Shorter Catechiſm, you ought to frame many 
ſhort queſtions and anſwers concerning the foreſaid 
pPtineiples, ſuch as they are able to mind, and frequents 
p examine them upon them: And, for your help 1 
Wn this matter, you may conſult the little Catechiſm | hare 
i Publiſhed, called, The Mother's Catechiſm for the youry 
cb. But aſſoon as your children are able to repeat 
| | our Shorter Catechiſm, injoin them, and your ſervants 
| alſo, to commit it to their memories, preſcribing #6 
much of it to them every week, and duly examin 
| thei upon it every Lord's day: for it contains at 
| * excellent ſcheme, both of the principles of our religion 
 - which we ought to believe, and alſo. of the duties 
= thereof, which we ſhould practiſe. And is it not fa 
| better to repeat this, than ballads and idle {tone 
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=  wherewith-many burden their memories? 
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ould {his day ſoleninly injoin-them to read the: Bible, 
Mother pious books, and inquire at them what the 
ue been reading through che day and the bygone week, 
, becauſe of the natural back wardneſs that is both 
young and old to ee you ought to con- 
tire the moſt wiſe and effectual methods you can think 
to engage them to delight and diligence in read- 

oof the Bible; ſuch as theſe, viz, Teach children 


ee of the Bible: ſuch as, the creation of man, 
* fall, the flood, the deſtruction of Sodom, the 
Wcrificing of lane, the ſelling of Joſeph; Pharaoh's 
liting off the infants, and Moſes' preſervation; Mo- 
x his going up to the mount, and getting the tables of 
be law; the paſſages concerning Samſon's killing the 
liſtines, and David's Killing Goliah ; the forty two 
hildren deſtroyed by bears; the three children a the 
yy furnace; Daniel in the lion”s den; Jonab in the 
des belly; Herod's deſtroying the young children, 
dd the like, Eadeavour to tell them theſe paſſages 
nuch as ye can in their own language, and this will 
age them to the greater delight and attention, and 
uſe them to remember them the better; allo, you 
ald put them to reheatſe them over again to you,— 
Again, cauſe them read a. chapter of the Bible every + 
t, and tell you ſome of the principal things in it 
ve they lye down 3 or, when you read a cha | 
the family, appoint each of them ſome one verſe of 3 
lo repeat the next day. Moreover, when they 
ne to learn to write, it is a good way to give them 

Wer-books; to write, down what paſſages they think 

It conſiderable in the Bible, ot what remarkable fay- 
Þ and hiſtories they find in other books. They might | 
| ſpend the Saturday's afternoon this ways when = Yap 

e more leiſure, —— (+ 

n the next place, it would. be of good . when. 
Amine them, to teach them to prore oy. 

In of religion by ſome pregnant place of ſcri 
3 — rl to 2 * them firm, Link 
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he > woſt/profitable, pleaſant, and affecting hiſtories ang ö 
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n e it 
e noated; thy 
(ver faith mare upon the afſertions and ta 
ag gots , than, upon; the ſute foundation of Gal 
2 al becauſe they were not put to it v 
young, to acquaint; themſelves. with the feripturey, 
to bring proofs from them, for the truths. they lean 
Are not pe many profeſſars of Chriſtianmy, w 
2 conſd not give one text 
ſeripture to prove ſo: much as the great fundament 
Ff theis religion? It cannot be expected that fuch wi 
be cloſe adberers to it in à day oh trial and perſecuti 
A geod way to mend this fault is, to get the Contel 
On of Faith, Larger and Shorter Catechiſms, which u 
Printed with the ſcripture, proofs ſet down at large, a 
make much uſe thereof. ——La/y, As you. ought 
cauſe them attend punRually. this day upon the ord 
pagces, ſo you ought, carefully this night to aſk 
5 accoupt of the text, and their notes of the lecture a 
ſermons; reprove them for careleſs bearing, enco 
_ Fage them when they give any tolerable good accoun 
* promiſe them ſome wer to 4 better the 1 
abbath. 
450, You, ought this day to. Sun and enjoin Jt 
ildren to pray, and to aſk a bleſſing, and give that 
their meat; you may ſee ſome helps for them 
S end of the Mother's Catechiſm before mentione 
Bra cannot pray at firſt without helps: Ther 
8 it is fit to teach them ſome ſhort forms; and, 
the Grit place, the Lord's etayer, the great patters' 
all prayer, Teach them to retire every morniog 
_ evening to. pray, and to pray fre ently on the Lord 
da; and alſo cauſe them go and pray together | 
urns.; this would: be a good. mean to engage their lu 
o one another, and to cauſe them ſtudy to be 1 
' grave and exact in their prayers: And —— 
Kors fig. alle to; cauſe them pray ſoryetimes in your « 
—KErjoig) them alſo to de ſervent and bel 
and, to pray with, N ſenſe. of G 
TENTS an Mn 


| en the Sabbath Evening 2 
id t6 the judgment of the great day, ——Likewiſe 1 
"they Come to any capacity, tell them, that 
y muſt not reſtrict themſelves to their forms, but N 
it make additions of their own, and uſe new words | 
| expreſſions of their own framing ; tell them, that 
loves theſe words beſt that come from the heart; 
j for their help therein, tell them often of their 
and miſery by nature, and. of their need of. Chriſt, 
| his blood to waſh and ſave them; direct them fre- 
ty to ſay, Lord teach me to pray, give me thy Spi- 
to belp me to pray. Alſo every Sabbath night in- 
e at them what new words and expreſſions they 
je got and added to their prayers, and encourage and 
ard them according to their diligence. O parents, 
et not to teach your poor children to pray and 
d; will you teach them to work, and not teach 
n to pray? If you do not, the devil will teach 
[| it not be a fearful reckoning that you will have 
make ere long for their prayerleſs and periſhing ſouls ? 
great many children negle& prayer, not ſo much 
in their averſien to it, as from this, that none tale. 
t to teach them how to do it; and hence it is, they. 
ky negle@ it all their days: whereas, if they were 
fly taught, and put on the duty of prayer, the ha- 
aud cuſtom of the thing would make it turn eaſy 
L delightful: but, when this is neglected, they can» 
aſterwards be brought to it, without great reluc- 
ke and difficulty, So that you ſee, O parents, if 
ee get the ſeafon of youth, the blood of your 
res fouls-will be laid to your door. 
%, It is very proper on this day, affoon as your | 
iren are capable, to take them aſide, and folemaly 
tell them the yows you took on at baptiſm in their 
and as ſponſers for them, and how you pu- 
ly engaged that they would be the Lord's, and re- 
ce the world, the devil, and the fleſh: And there. 
br your own exoneration, you ſhould take them 
a engaged to do and perform all theſe things 
oe” ou promiſed in their name, Put them to ttt 
Fo N + Re e . 
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perſonally and explicitely. to on and renew their hy 
Amal covenant, to ſhew themſelves. Chriſtians, ; 
dab by their parents dedication, but alſo by their, 


* and Father; I chuſe God the Son for my Reden 


L ple for my companions, holineſs for my way, u 
+4 heaven for my home. 


and your ſervants many ſerious and, affectionate ada 


and man. Warn. them. ſolemnly, againſt fin and vie C 

and particularly theſe vices that are too. common 
* © mang us; ſtudy to check and diſcourage the beg 
pings of vice in children; obſerve, and watch the 4 
2 — thereof, and pluck them up by the roc 


turn afterwards too ſtrong for you,; but when it is 
per ſoffered to appear to paſs, without reproof or « 
_ xeon, this. helps, by degrees, to breed, in children 
abhorrence of it. | Labour in; a ſpecial manner to | 
2 get in them:frightful impreſſions of the fins of ſwear 
and profaning the name af God, the fin of diſobedience 


Wards, ſtealing, pride, paſſion, revenge, neglect of praj 
and reading, &c. Study to perſuade them to godur 
with the moſt endearing. language, and prevailing | 


_ defigainotbing thereby but the good of their ſouls, # 
| that. yau and they mah dwell in heaven together thre 


and charge them to mind their duty; as Mr Bolton 
Soda man, faid to his children on his death - bed, 
 , {charge hen, O ag children, not ta wet ms at Cul 
' __ Sf xribunal io a Chriſtleſs and graceleſs condition. 
e, Join ferrans prayers this day with you 
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deed. and voluntary conſent. Let sach of them pn 
ſeſs and ſayr I chuſe God the Father, for my 6, 


* and Saviour; 1 chuſe the Holy Ghoſt for my Gui 
4% and Sanctifier, God's word for my rule, God's ye 


. : 


6thly, Take care. this. evening to give both the 


i 


nitions concerning their ſouls, and their duties to Ge 


dr, if vice be connived at in the beginning, it 


hs * 
- — 


jarents,. the En of Sabbath-breaking, of lying, oble 


guments, according to Prov, RI, 1,.2, 3. that (0) 
may convince them that, in all your admoniuons and 
praafs,. you. have an earneſt defire for their welfare, 4 


all eternity, It is ſometimes needful ſolemnly to ot 


mm wn AM” za=-= —-= - —- * © FT, — ou aw 


544 


0 
ts 
f 
! 


F p $324 
3 


e A Sabbath Evening. „ 
urs; for prayerleſe inſtrustions will not profit. 
ms may plant, miciſte rs may water, but GO only 
gor the #nireaſe. You ovght to take ſome time 
is day to pity, mourn and pray for your children, 
wants und relations, that are in the darkneſs of a na- 
a Rate; and under the flavery of Satan. If an 
them were taken by the Turks, and laid in dark 
ngeods, treated as ſlaves, ſcourged every day, and 
aroully uſed ; would not your bowels yearn, and 
ur hearts bleed for them? Or, if any of your near 
tions were dead, would yon not mourn for them 
d are you not more concerned to mourn and pray 
| them that are Satan's ſlayes, juſtice's priſoners, ſpi- 
tally dead, and ſentenced to everlaſting death? 
e you any love to your children, and will you not 
try them this day in the arms of faith and prayer to 
e bleſſed Jeſus,” beſeeching him to put bis hands of 
ercy on them, and bleſs them? as in Matth. xix, 13. 
u, not only pray ſor them, but take them alongſt with 
, and jet them be the eye and ear witneffes of your 
yers, ſigbs and tears for the converſion and falyation 
theit fouls ; and. who knows but this might work, 
In their hearts? Let them hear you fay to God, as 
Wb, Gen. '$xxiii. 8g. Lord, thou haſt graciouſly gi- 
en me theſe children, but, Oh! (you may add) Lord, 
[1 have given them ſin, chat is their portion from me: 
Lord, though I cannot give them Chriſt and grace, yet 
thou canſt do both; they are born to me onpe, O 
that hey may be born to thee a ſecond time] Say 
Fu Abraham, Gen. xvii. O that ny Iſbmael may live 
before thee! And Deut. xxxiii. Let ny Reuben live, 
and not die, Let theſe who are pieces of my bowels, 
ad are vow dead in treſpaſſes and fin, live in thy 
bobt ; chou art the Lord of life, breathe on them, 
nd” they ſhall live. —Lord, let not theſe, who are 
© dear to me, fry in the flames for ever; one hovſe 
E holds us now, let one heaven hold us hereafter. — 
ey as thoſe id the goſpel, Matth. xvii. Lord have 
nen 
Lord come and heal them. And let me ſee my chil- 
„„ „ UE 
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| _ thy houſe; then ſhall not my face wax e, nor 


| | Nix. 22, 23+ 


1 that my lips this night were like thoſe of the rig 


85 aa or ſay, How happy were I, if I were nowe 


| 4 the author of it, and ſay, *« When God rememdt 


_ + | bleſſing on our food, and for the-ſanRibed uſe of God 


| 5 0 58 * x I * 3 ad a$ A creat 


5 eee 4 
3 ne 1 


««_aſhamed, but 1 Il R 111 


Dutt, in midſt of theſe 83 and family dotie 
: 1 on the evening of the Lord's day, it is need 


LEE n meat and d i 
and, the work of the day being near over, you are . 

/ © the more freedom to eat plentifully; yet Qill with b 1 
fear and caution, and a defire ſpiritually to impwi 


te time of eating, and to make God's glory your t 
0 In eating and drinking, 1 Cor. x, 31. 

If you be to have company or 3 with yt 
2 look to God for wiſdom to behave yourſelre 

all your words and deportment, that you may neit 
do them harm, nor get harm from them. Say, 


"© teous, which feed many!” 
When you are called to fit down to ſpper this nig 


led o fit down and ſup with Abraham, Iſaac and 
cob in the kingdom of heaven, at that higher tal 
#* that ſhall never be drawn, where they enjoy an ene 
_* laſting Sabbath, that hath no night nor qpkocls 
2 5 follow upon it, as. this hath,” 

When you ſee the table £overed for you, b ble 


2 me, let me not forget him: Oh let not my ul 
turn a ſnare to me; let me never make a god of 1 
e belly, nor employ my chief care | for the meat. 
= periſheth.”. - 

When the meat is brought, us, 3 to. 
Saviour 's example, look up to heaven, and pray for 


creatures, that we may taſte covenant-loye in com 
', merges, and enjoy the Creator While uſing the ci 
ture. Then think, 0 how ſweet would theſe 
. * cies. be, if they come dipt in the blood of C 
* ang through the channel of the everlaſting cove 
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| on the Sabbath Evening. * 231 oh | 


but 23 mm heir, and a joint heir with Chriſt, who is | | 


the heir of all things, and bath been pleaſed to adopt 
delieyers in his right! O how ſweet; if every mor- 
fel did come from my Father's hand, and ſent from 
his table, as an earneſt of greater and better thipgs 
laid ap for me above! Lord, I am not worthy. of 
he leaſt cramb that falls from the table of thy pro · 
nende; and yet thou covereſt a full table to wht of | 
kfs me; what. ſhall 1 render to the Lord?” 
ls ud provifion but ſmall? then ſtudy to be con- 
t therewith : © conſider how chearfully Chriſt 'the 
ir. of all things did thank God for coarſe and mean 
, John vi. when he had but a few barley loayes and 
"fiſhes for himſelf and his whole family. Ho 
ch better provided are we, than Chrift and his nu- 
ous _ was? Aud hall we not be rafy 1 
ful? = 
Have you 2 full dl: 2 Gs fear left theſe outward 
ings inſnare* your heart; and, for preventing of it, 
bk, O what a poor portion would theſe thiags be, 
if] get no better! O how miſerable will 1 be, if, 
when God gives nne bread to the full; he ſhould ſend 
leanneſs to my ſoul ! Therefore remember Luther's 
mn proteſt to God, when a bountiful preſent was 
| kim he proteſted, that be would not be put of 
b common mercies. 

ut, if you have” any e concerning your in- 
ſt in Chriſt, the ſight of God's goodneſs to you in 
fall table, ſhould cauſe, you .rejoice in him, and fay, 
All this, and heaven too ! 0 what a vor maſter do- 
ve ſerve!” 

When you have exten, 100 are full, ſee that ye fors | 
not God your maker and benefaQor, but with 
att and mouth, in a ſolemn manner, give thanks to 
0 believers, you have four things-particularly - 
ge thanks for: /, That God gives mercies to 
your table. 2%, Health to uſe them. 340 "= 
Kee to meet together.” 40%, That ye have a right 
them; 1 mean not a common, but a covenant Ng e 
"ght ” virtue of Chriſt! 5 2 S 


Of 3 Dune, 


It were very agreeable, to condude all * finging 
Pfalm ef praiſe. | 
Ido not offer to Rint ary Chriſtian family to u 
preciſe particular method of performing duties on (hl 
Sabbath evening, but muſt leave that to be: determig 
© by che prudence. of maſters of families, according 
the circumſtances of their families. Some may fad | 
convenient to catechiſe their children and ſervant 
and repeat the ſermons before ſupper; ſome after; 
ſome may perform family worſhip. before, fome afhe 
others both before and after. Let every man; be ful 
|. perſuaded in his own mind; only labour that no du 

incumbent be omitted, _- 

1 do not ſay, that all the Guan; duties, in 1 
their ſolemnity, are indiſpenſibly neceſſary every Lordi 
day; for time and circumſtances may. ſo. ſtraiten offi 
that we cadnot get them performed fo fully as before 
| rected, eſpecially as to the inſtruction of children and ſe 
vants, and the examination of ourſelves; but what < 
not be overtäken i 10 one Sabbath, let it 'be done in 
ther, I have choſen; to be pretty full in this directe 
| becauſe i it may be uſeful alſo for other days of the week 


E agree Duties at the Cloſe of the Day. 
HEN family duties and ſupper are over, and i 
condition of our weak and. weary: bodies: beg 
to call ſor ſſeep and reſt; let us endeavour to cloſe wif 
holy day in a due and ſuitable manner. Tale theſe ſe 
vations :, oy 
1; When you find. ſleep beginning to. aſſault yo 
think, . O how ſoon are we tired of doing good ! 
6 that we could lay, Though we may be ſome- what we: 
+ with, our work, yet we are not weary of our wort 
* And it is our regrete, that we ſhould be laid und 
4 neceſſity of loſing ſo much of our time in ſleepit 
and ſhould lye ſo long incapable of ſerying either Gt 
ot man. Let this make us long to be there, wht 
- * there ſhall be no need of ſleep, but we ſhall be like! 
u. angels of God, who us Beer nor reſt from ſeri 
70 * and ne God,” 


e 2 


U. Thick bow terrible is it for a Chriftleſs uncon- 
ned nner to lye down this night with fo many mil- 


lep of hell 10 unconverted man, conſider your 
mtibual hazard; you never lay down with affurance 


kh aſſurance you ſhould ſee another Sabbath, or 


ſach a condition? Death and hell are ever before 
ur it is a wonder you do not {till thibk on them by 
wy, and dream of them by night, lye down in fear, 
e in fear, and live in fear, leſt death come before 


biok or clothing, yea, if you have but an aching 


ll, and the Qevil gaping and roaring for you? O then 
flv you will not give fl:ep to your eyts, vor flum- 
et to your'eye-lids, till your foul be in à better condi- 


| 


lon; at leaſt, till you pour ont your heart, confeſs your 


: er caſe before the Lord, and look up to Chriſt for 
ad pardon,, We ſhould not willingly venture to 


any have been hurried into eternity in a moment! 0 
dak with yourſelf, Death may be within a day's 
"march of me to-day I am ſinning, but to-morrow 


IP | 


feave my wages. F 
Ii. Before you lye down this night, confeſs. and 


dis day! What formality and hypocriſy in my ap- 
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m of unpardoned fins on his back, to ſleep ſecurely 
thin the Bood-mark of God's vengeance, and withn 


nie again; you never flept one Sabbath. night, 


ar another ſermon; and how can you live at peace 


0 pu de converted; it is a wonder you can pet any 
is this condition. If your body want but meat, 


both, it hinders you to ſleep; and yet wilt thou fleep, 
enger; when both ſoul and body are on the brink of 


u, lay down your weapons of rebellion, and bemoan 


kep in that caſe we would not venture to die in. How | 


| may be dying. O what if death take me doing 1 
tbe devil's work? will it not fend me to him to re- | 


urn over the fins of the bypaſt day; lameot your JIM 
anifold ſhort-comings is public, in private and ſecret 
'l have had of God, the great object of worſhip, 


proaches to him! O how vain and wandering were {Wa 
: EW ; > ! Mo 1 
a thoughts, when they ſhould have been malt 1 
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2 of Jet Die 


2 bred oy intent. upon God! Hoy 1 and bh 
was my underſtanding, when God's truths wes. 
be fore mel How little of the evil of fin, or} 

* of holineſs did 1 ſee! Lord, how hard and r 
 .*: my heart, little affected by all the ſtrokes of viii 

„ hammer of thy word upon it! How dead and can 
5 were my affections, little moved by all the rich < 
.** plays and offers of Chriſt's love and beauty! 1 
% ſleepy. was my Conſcience, little ſtartled 4 all y 
«reprooſs and threatenings of thy word! Hoy fal 
** and treacherous was my memory, in letting flip j 
4 ſweet counſels and comforts I heard! Oh what by 
* ends have I had io duty this day! How little hy 

Ko I been concerned for the intereſt of Chriſt's chu 
* and kingdom in the world! How idle and unedif 
« ing have my words been, when in company! 0 
4 how little haye 1 done for God's glory, or n 
% neighbour's good this day! And, having . thy 
hk confeſſed your ſins and ſhort-comings this day 
make application to the blood of Chriſt for pardoy 
and to his interceſſion for acceptance witk God, thi 
Jo you may lye down this night in a reconciled at 
n with name... 
_  '--1v. Commit 1 by — ha prayer, to Godl 
© Nh and protection through the night, even to tl 
protection of him that keeps Iſrael, who never ſtu 
''- tor ſleep. Lou cannot ſleep .in_ ſafety, unleſs Gol 
„ watch for you; for, while you are fleepiog, there att 
wan enemies and evil ſpirits. about you, ſeeking you 
- hurt; and you have no friend then but God to |c 
to you: You are then both inſenſible of your dange 
- and unable to help yourſelf, - Pray then that God mi 
feat a bedge about you, that Satan cannot break throughz 
and. that he may appoint his angels to pitch their teal 
roudd about you, and all 70 have. Pray that G 
buimſelf may watch over you while you are fleeying 
and may keep, you from- being diſturbed or defiled by 
evil dreams or imaginations in the night, Would ya 
© have your: reſt refreſhing, your Bleep ſweet, and Jet 
us 1gliru 58 6 and Gog pale. to be _ 


. %< } ; 


; * 
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4 guard in the night? then "cloſe this day with fer- 
u and believing prayer to God in Chriſt : he were 
fooliſh governor, of a city, that would betake him- 
if t6 reſt before he ſet the watch for the city's ſafe- 
v. Endeavour to lye down this night with thankful 
arts to God ; let us bleſs God for the Sabbath, and 
all the mereies of it, eſpecially for the joyful 
nd of the goſpel, and the news of Chriſty But 0 
us not be content with hearing the joyful ſound, 
mont Knowing the ſame; with the news of Chriſt, 
thour an intereſt in Chriſt; with Chriſt revealed to 
V without Chriſt revealed in us, Let us not be like 
dali children, that play by the light of that candle 
hich is ſet up for their preparing for goipg to reſt, 
| the light, be extinguiſhed, and we go at laſt to the 
d of the yrave in the darkneſs of fin and ſorrow... 
aye you any comfortable view of your intereſt in 
it? or had you any thing of his Spirit or preſence. 
is day in the ordinances ? then rejoice in God, and 
Y with the Pſalmiſt, 1% the Lord, O my foul, and 
gel not all his benefits : Return unto thy reft, O my. 
al, for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with tber. 
Again, bleſs God for health and peace to lye down 
th, Some are ſo diſtreſſed, they dare not lye down 
for lack of breath; others are chaſed from their 
' beds and dwellings by tbe raging ſword or peſtilence; 


RE RS PE 
Further, let us bleſs the Lord, that we have warm 
eds to lye on, and not the cold ground, with a ſtone - 
r our pillow, as Jacob had. Many of God's dear 
dts, of whom the world was not worthy, were put to 
ſe in dens and caves of the earth, Heb. xi. Nay, de 
on of Man had not where to lay bir head, while he 
red in this ungrateful world. Wonder at his humilia- 
In, and ſay, “ Had it not been for him, inſtead of a _ 
* refreſhing bed, 1 might have been lying down this? 
now nike Games of hell” fo Oo 
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"and behold, I may lye down without any to make # 


2 -7 

F 4 

} 1 
| , 2 | . x | 
: , . : * - 2 NN 7 4 : Y 
* 2 =o * 4 y » 5 J 4 : N 
; : Y 3 ! ' * 4 55 [ } , 
» 4 "=. C A 
5 1 A , » j — 8 5 . 
* 5 # ? 5 ww of y 
5 TIS. - 
: + #1 q — 
*> " : ö 
* % of 
. : * 7 9 
$4 
+ * 


——ů— — — 2 


i. It is very proper dis night, as, well as en 
| * might, to lye down wWich thougbts of death and etergiy 
Think, now 1 have one Sabbath leſs to. live in f. 
| © World; and, O that thereby i may be a Sabbath's 4, 
|, Journey nearer heaven, where I ſhall. celebrate an et 
nal Sabbath, that will never; draw near an end? 
do be there where there is no fleep, no night, to int 
| rupt the ſaints. communjon with God When yon 1 
putting off your clothes, think, the time is near whe 
: you muſt put off this earthly tabernacle. When ye 
lay afide yeur garments, think, ſo muſt 1 ſhortly |, 

| © alide the garment of this body, O may 1 then expel 
immediately to be clothed upon with glory and iwmar 
tality! and, ſhall I not long for that time? This body 

in its beſt ſlate, is but a priſon to a believing ſoul, an 
deͤetains it from its happineſs. Plato, though a heather 
had ſuch clear apprehenſions of the immortality of thi 
-- Toul, that he ſaid to one that fed highly, What men 
you to make your priſon ſo ſtrong ?.” Am I a belier 
in Chriſt, and ſhall not I be looking long through the 
grates of mortality, till the jaylor come, and open my 
priſoa-door, knock off the fetters of fin, and ſet me 
_— liberty, that I may with joy fly to my eternal reſt 
Moreover, think how willing we are to put off on 
clothes at night, that we may go to reſt, eſpecially 
when we are weary ;. and .wiſh and ſay, O that 1 wer 
| , 10 a condition to put off the body at death with a 
| great willingneſs and ſatis faction! and, with Paul, Jony 
los be diſſolved, and to put off this clay tabernacle. Mi 
Dod, a holy man, faith, -** If parents ſhould tell chil 
den, who have played all day, that they mult go t 

' & bed; they begin to cry, and ſhow reluctancy: bu 
* a labonring man is glad when night comes, tha 
© he may go to reſt, So (ſays be} to the wicked, wiv 
* have miſpent the day of their life, death is an ut 
| - ©. welcome gueſt; but the godly are toſſed and wear 
. in this world; and therefoge are content to go to tl 
e hed of the grave, where the wicked ceaſe from ir0 
Hing, and where the weary be at reſt, Job ili. #1 
aa wearies tem, Satan wearies them, the wicke 
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Chrilt's + abſence wearies them of the world, and 
he wonder they deſire to- be at reſt from all theſe 
%%% , A 7 
When you ſee yourſelves ſtripped of your clothes, think, 

ted came I into the world, and naled ſhall I return: 
can carry nothing hence of all my earthly enjoyments. 
rd,. let me never chuſe my portion in theſe things = 
mult leave eternally behiad me. Let worldlinga 
ect oa this: All thoſe things, for which you .have 
led and Jaboured for many years, you muſt leave 
ove night, Luke xii. 20. Nothing of all your earth- "1 
treaſures; can you carry alopgſt with you to another Wl | 
brld, unleſs it be the ruſt thereof, to witneſs againſt 
b and eat up your ſouls as a canker to all eterni- 
according to james v. 1, 3, Whatever be your 
joyments here, remember death ſtands as a porter 
the gate of eternity, to ſee, that as you brought no- 

no into the world, you carry nothing out of it, 1 Tim. 
J. A coffin and a winding-ſheet ſhall: be the moſt 
It, Lou may imagine what a broad look the poor. 

ll will give then to theſe things you made your trea- 

e here. O (will it fay) muſt 1 part for ever with 
[my riches? . muſt I be ſet naked aſhore in eternity, 
mop nothing to relieve me? muſt I ſuffer an ever- 
ung famine? Poor ſoul, the world's treaſures. do 
pals current in another world; they cannot there 
chaſe you any relief, or buy ſo much as one drop of 
iter to cool thy flaming tongue. e 0 
Let your lying down in bed, and covering you with 
hes, put you in mind of your lying down in the 
grave, and your being covered up with earth. 
on your bed as a tomb or ſepulchre; and eve- 
light, before you enter into it, ſeek reconciliation 
God, and new diſcoveries of his love in Chriſt, 
Jou would do if going to your grave. How fad 
it to be; dying without Chriſt, and God reconciled - 
ough him Again, think or ſay, * O that the grave  _ 
my be a bed of reſt to me, upon the account of © 
Walke lying therein ' The grape is become @ bed 


9 


* 5 * ; 
"= + þ 


—— — —— 


——— — — 


„ de ee, 
of roles to believers, by the Roſe of Sharow's lying doy 


in it. Chriſt hath bereby ſweetened and perfumed 


ſor them. Am 1 à believer; and ſhal! 1 fear to ly 


down in my Redeemer's bed? O believer, thou maye 
every night ſay, with the Pſalmiſt, 7 au both ley n 
down in peace, and ſleep: for thou, bleſſed Lord, on 


mate me to duril in ſafety, Pſal. iv; 8. When you 


laid down, commune with your own heart upon your þ 


and, with the Pſalmiſt, Remember God upon your be 


and meditate on him in the night watches + and, if ye 
fall aſleep with ſome heavenly meditation in yo! 
thoughts, your ſleep will be more fweet, your drean 


more comfortable, and your awaking more refreſbfu 
And, in a ſpecial manner, let us endeavour, on th 


Sabbath night, that as we began this day with the de 


- lightful remembrance of Chriſt's reſurrection, ſo to cl 
it with the chearful expectation of Chriſt's ſecond com 


ing, and our awaking and riſing from the grave to met 


him. And when Chriſt is ſaying, Surely J come quicth 


O that we may be in caſe this night to anſwer, Ame 
even ſo, rome, Lord Feſus ! 4 


9 Concerning our Carriage aftor the Sabbath is over, 


THUS have I finiſhed the ſecond general bead 
this direction, viz. What is requitite in perfor 
ing the duties of the Sabbath, when it is come? It re 


- mains that 1 ſhould ſpeak a word to the third, viz. wh 


is incumbent on us at the end of the Sabbath, or when 


is paſt? 


When the next day cometh, and we are again! 
fall to our weekly employments we ought to ret 


lively | impreſſions of the preceding day's work e 
our ſpirits, and not ſoon forget what we have . 


and heard on the Sabbath. In the firſt place, let 


repent for the ſins and ſhort-comings cf the Sabbatl 


„ and beg forgivennels thereof from God, that we 


not about our worldly employments with the guilt 
. the Sabbath day's fins upon us, leſt they bring 3 cut 


upon the works of our. bandt.— Again let us pray, 4 


— endeavour to bring much of 'a Sabbath days fra 


\ 
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10 the. * of the week, and retain much of jt 


e next Sabbath, yea, and in caſe to long for it; this 
ld be a fair way to obtain a bleffing on the labours 
the week, and to proſper the works of our hands. 
| ſhall we bring ſo much of the week with us into 
Sabbath; and will we bring nothing of the Sabbath 
th us into the week? O let us ſtudy to be ſo in the 


week thereafter, mindful both of the Sabbath paſt, 
d of the Sabbath next enſuing : becauſe it is ſaid to 
every day, Remember the Sabbath day, that ye may 
ed it holy. Had we more of the Sabbath day's thoughts 


ron Sabogth, ba 


o_ 51 RE 8 110 U . 0 2 
1 the Sabbath E binderea, or the Sabbath at eve , 
confcientiouſly. guard againſt, and abſtain from, all 
e ſing which are oppoſite thereunto; whether they 
| e, or 1 the life. 

07 Sins s of, en the Lord's fn ha 
Shall hog o with fins of omiſſion, and 129 0 of 
the * of the Sabbath. There are many, alas! 

t make this altogether an idle day; they conſume 
Ithe beaſts; they abſtain from the works of religion, 


nels, as well as by ſervile labour, or immoral. ac- 


ouph the week; that ſo we may be the fitter for 


it on the: Lord's day, ar to walk in the Spirit all 


week days, then week day 1 Es would leſs Ow 


0 a 
| arne ee elle Sins, 3 the Sandifc tion . 


15e 3 duly. fanify ihe Lond day, we Fo 


bas of omiſſian or commiſſion, fins of the wore of 


Way in doing nothing, and keep it no better than 


auch as from the works of their calling, never con - 
ring that the Lord's day is profaned by ſloth and 


There ate many who place all their religion 
tes, like the — Luke wü. 11. and 
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_ Gooliſhly think to be juſtißed by their negatire hoh 
ness: I never, wronged my neighbour, (ſay fone 

% J did not mock at religion, ſwear, drink drank,” 5 

But remember, a man may abſtain from evil, and ye 

go to hell for not doing good, Matth. iii 10. A tree iscy 

down for bringing forth no fruit, as ſoon as for bring 

ing forth bad fruit. It is as dangerous not to do thing 

. commanded, as to do things forbidden, Matth. xx 

23. There is à wo pronounced againſt the one, as we 

as the other. The florhful ſervant is reckoned a wick 
 fervant, Matth xxv. 26. and adjudged to utter darkneh 

as well as the moſt vitions. Wherefore beware 
pProfaning the Lord's day by idleneſs, or neglectiog. 

che public, private ox ſetret duties above - mention 

- Which are requiſite on this day: and, in a ſpecial m 

ner, beware, „ 5 

Fir, Of neglecting the hearing of the word, th 

day, or forſaking che aſſemblies of God's: people y 

on it. What madneſs is it to ſlight the mean of (arid 

Your lives, and delivering your ſouls from bell? Wi 
comempt is it of Chriſt's bowels of mercy? If a gr 

kind ſhould ſend an ambaſſador to a condemned mil 

factor, with offers of remiſſion; would it not high 
exaſperate him, if he refuſed ſo much as to hear hin 

O what may God fay to ſuch fooliſh” finners in the 

of their diſtreſs, when they cry to him? May her 

ſend you to the god's you have ſerved, and tell yo 

% Ye would not come and hear me, when I ſent mt 

« gracious propolals of peace to you, neither vil 
hear you now?” With what torture and angul 
will you eternally reflect on your folly? If you cn 

| naw bot lay your ear to hell's door, and hear lol 

 _ polpel lighters crying out againſt their fin, it wou 

Is. make your hearts tremble. Suppoſe you heard tt 

| May; © if time could be recalled, what would 
4% give to bear one golpel ſermon from the moſt del 

| 1 154 miniſter! How many miles would we go! Ye 

' | **. we would run from ſea to ſea, to hear one ene 
_ ** raging ſentence from Chriſt's mouth, or bis melt 
_ - ger: Nay, we would be content to ſuffer a 
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fad __ derbe for one day's -golpMNight; 4 
thouſand years: burning for one day of the Son * 
Man, many. whereof we have neglected: But, oh! 
there is no hope, the ſeaſon is loſt, the ſentence paſt; 
and we are irrecoverably undone! O ho vit the 
ils wonder at Jour: folly, and eternally vpbraic you 
ht? 

Sromdly,- Beware of negle&ing family duties or the 
bath: The fourth command binds maſters of fa- 
hes to be careful hereof; yet, alas! how fadly are 
ey neglected? In many places no family prayers or 
uſes, no family inſtructions, no family reading of 
dds word is to be found. Inſtead of de/iphting in 
| law of the Lord, which is the character of the bleſ- 
| man, Pſal. i. 2. it is laid by as a ſealed book. The 
uſt, which many ſuffer their Bibles to gather beſide 
em, will be a fearful witneſs againſt them one Ways 
b note particularly, | ſhall peak 


of the Evil of neglecting Family Duties, 


V. To ths: you from the neglect of family wm wor- 
lp, conſider in what a/ miſerable ſtate prayerleſs fa- 
flies are ; the Spirit of God ranks: them into the ſame 
negory with the heathen that know not Cod, Jer. x. 25. 
er how fhould the families of Chriſtians. be diſtin= 
uhed' from thoſe of Turks and Pagans, but by the 
dee of family worſhip? Without this badge, then, 
by are ranked in with heathens, or perſons. excommu- 
ated; that is, ſuch as are caſt out of the church into 
le devil's. hands; for of ſuch Chriſt ſaith, Let him 
to thee at @ beathen,——Again, conſider what is there 
bratened againſt you; a black cloud continually hangs | 
er your families, ready every moment to pour out 
ah and fury upon you, not in ſmall drops; but in 
| 8h ſhowers, to overwhelm you at once, from which 
ur houſes cannot defend you, though their foundations 
ere on a rock, their walls of braſs,” and: their doors 
| iron, For, while you are without family prayer; 
"= want a roof to keep of the Rouge of wrath, 


. e 
und lye: i "WM "20 day expoſed'to.this 3 threat 
ing, Pour out. thy fury upon the heathen that . 
mot, and upon the families that call not on thy name, 
us not ſimply anger that is threatened, but fury, un 
in the greateſt height and rage. O let prayerleſs fanj 
lies through the land tremble at this threatening ! I fen 
if it were preſently executed, it would make thin g 
ties and pariſhes ſamewhere : but though God be pate 
and long · ſuffering, yet, believe it, there are ſecre 
and inviſible curſes. which light and lye upon prayer 
les families, and che works of their hands. Negled 
of praye# doth uncover the roof, to let God's curk 
drop through upon ydur Nen children, tables, ant 
all our epjoyments ; for you denuds yourlelves 0 
utity and protection. Family prayer is an ex 
9 roof to your houſes; it is like the roof that ! 
made of Iriſh, oak, which no venomous | ſpider wil 
touch, nor lodge in. - Family worſhip, duly perform 
ed, diſlodges fin and vice; nay, it diſlodges thi 
devil alſo: ànd, for theſe houſes that are haunted 
with evil ſpirits, whatever other reaſon may be give 
for it, no doubt this is one; God's worſhip hath no 
been duly performed therein. And though the devil 4 | 
not appear in a viſible or audible manner, yet h 
certainly - haunts prayerleſs houſes 3. for he hopes fo 
large draughts out of them. Why ?” ſin and wicked 
neſs are fair to reign there; malice, pride, deceit, and 
- Intemperance will bear ſway ; ; ſwearing, curſing, an 
lying will be the lahguage of the houſe, and the chil 
dren will learn it betimes. But, when prayer is in 
troduced into 'a family, theſe vices are baniſhed, 20 
Satan removes: for either prayer will make you gil 
over finding, or finning will make you give one 
_ praying: they cannot dwell well together, But tif 
Houſe which the unclean ſpirit finds empty of praye! 
is a houſe ſwept.and garniſhed for him, and a black trall 
of vices to enter and dwell in. If God's worſhip d. 
bot in the houſe, you may write, Lord, have mes) 
uon ug, upon the door, as chey uſe to do when a houl 
= * * with. the. Plagne.. {What ran we * in 


— 


nyerleſs -bouſe, but the plagues and curſes of God ? 
braham expected no good in à prayerleſs .place;” 
erefore ſays. he of Gerar, Gen. xx. II. Surely the 
bar of God is not ingthis place: they will flay me, G. 
hat a miſerable place or houſe muſt that be, where 
od's fear is not? Surely it muſt be a ſink of ſin, a 
utt of wrath, a cage of unclean birds, and a habitation. 
f devils. | : | | 5 1 


dur families ?- tremble leſt their blood be found · in your 
ins. When a child or ſervant dies out of your fa- 
Ay, it will be ſad if conſcience have it to tell you, 
i Here one has died out of your houſe, with whom 
you never prayed; you dwelt together, eat toge- 
ther, wrought together many years, but you never 
prayed together. And what if his ſoy] be gone to 
hell thro' your neglect? What if his blood be char- 
ged on you? How will you anſwer for it? Who 
'knows but if he had ſeen and heard you pray, 
Jour words and example might have moved hint to 
20 into a ſecret corner and pray for his own ſoul, 
'and ſo he might have been finging with the ſaints 
eee inſtead of howling with the damned in 
e 3 Nh: 88 e DN - , | DOS, 

But if the caſe be ſo melancholy when they die 
dom you, ſurely it will be far worſe when you come 

ddie'yourſelves, You bave all your days kept your 
wilies godleſs and prayerleſs; well, what accounts 
ill you give of your ſtewardſhips, when you may be 
longer ſtewards? And what anguiſh do you think | 
| ſeize on you when, with Dives, you ſhall feel 
burſelyes in bell, and then begin (not before) to 
up your eyes to heaven, and ſee the godly pray- 


al ſee. theſe of your prayerleſs families, whom you 
ned by your example and iofluence, brought down 
de ſame place of torment, to increaſe your: miſery, 
M add. fewel to your flames? O maſters of prayere. 
ly families, think on theſe things in time. 
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0 maſters of families, will you pity the ſouls of BE: 


lg ones, whom you deſpiſed, afar off, and a great 
ut fixed betwixt you and them; and alſo when yon 


multitude of buſineſs, want of time, gifts or eon 


nere not the laws of God more: awful and ſtrict tha 
the laws of men? Is not hell's dungeon, or a den d 


| - and; maſters do not teach them to read, nor inſt 


Ohl will neither the fear of bell. nor hopes « 


heaven, perſuade you to family prayer? 1 am ſure fa 
leſa would do it, could I aſſure you that the daily per 
fortnance of it would gain you an eſtate of ten thou - 
fund merks a year: You would try it as you can, u 
be punctual in it too; you would no more pretend 


dence, And are you ſo atheiſtical, as to prefer a lie 
öl the world to heaven? Or ſuppoſe there were fig 
| Jaws made, that, for every time you neglected prayer, 
you ſhould be thrown into a den of lions as Datie 
was for praying; or that you ſhould loſe a finger of 
| your hand, or but pay an hundred merks of fine; 
would you not pray as you can, and find time for it 
alſo, rather than loſe your life, finger or money? And 


devils, more terrible than a den of lions? Are nat 
bel!'s torments more fearful: than the loſs of a finger! 
Is not the wrath of the great God more dreadful tha 
a fihe ? Oh, will not the fear of God prevail more vii 
you than the fear of man? Remember Daniel's : 
of family: prayer, who chuſed rather to be caſt to th 
lions, before he would forbear it for one day: 0 
what ſhall we ſay of theſe, who will rather vent 
to be an eternal prey to the roaring lion, than be 1 
this pains for ſalvation to themſelves or their families 
but you may hear in their houſes twenty oaths for o 
prayer! 

" -2dhp, Conſider: the great * of negleding fan 
_ inſtruRions upon the Sabbath, which, alas! is ſo con 
mon, by | realun whereof many children and ſervant 
are ignorant, prayerleſs and graceleſs: Their parent 


them concerning the principles of religion; they 
ther pray for them, nor direct them how to pray k 
.theraſelyes, Is the knowledge of Chriſt a choice 
excellent treaſure? And will. you withhold it from th 
-  -whom you love, ſeeing it will not make you the pt 
er, but the ders NS it to them? It 


; E 


bis bouſhold know God's ways and commanded them to 
ſerve "the ſame, Gen. xviii. 19. and do you ever 
thick to land in Abraham's: boſom, that will not tread 
In Abraham's footſteps? Have you no pity or compaſ- 
ſon on them that are bone of your bone, and fleſh of your 
dſp? Where is the yearnidg of your bowels towards 


te like the cruel oſtriches, Job xxxix. that are hardened 


ner bring forth your young ones, and then careleſly 
ave them to be a prey to the devil, and eternally to 
be torn in pieces by him? Are you indifferent about 
theſe that come forth of your Joins, and whom you 
xroſeſs to love ſo. dearly, whether they live with the 


hell? Remember, O parents, who 'negle@ the educa- 
on of your children God may puniſh you for it, 
en in this world, by their unnatural and undutiful 


v you who made no conſcience to teach them their 
ty to God. Remember alſo, how many children 


the negligence and. unfaithfulneſs of their parents this 
m their. parents as the cauſe of their ruin, for giving 


Be time of their youth. But above all, conſider how 
bur children and ſervants may rife up and accuſe you. 


there ſtands my father, there ſtands my maſter, he. 
® hever taught us, prayed with us, or for us: he ne- 
gected prayer, he curſed, he lied, he brake the Sab- 
dath, and ſo did we after his example. It is true, 
ve are juſtly condemned, but yet we periſh thro? 
© Weir. neglect, dur blood is upon their heads. O 
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the commendation of Abraham, that he both made 


their precious ſouls, that are in a ſtarving and pe- 
fiſhing condition for lack of knowledge? Will you 


againſt their, young ones, and leave them to be deſtroy- 
led after they bring them forth? Will you in likęe man- 


bleſſed Jeſus in heaven, or with the curſed devils in 


arriage to you in old age, whereby they may bring 
lown your gray hairs with ſorrow to the grave; and 
bw wonder the they make no conſcience of their duty 


de been brought to a miſerable end in this world by 
Way; ſome going to the gibbet have bitterly reflected 6 


em ſuch a bad example, and not inſtructing them in 


it the bar of God at the great day, and ſay, Lord, 


' 4 dreadful. doom, which is juſt ready to be paſt upd 


77 Sins oppoſite to 0 
Parents, will it not make you ſpeechleſs, and ſting yu 
8 the heart, to hear your poor children crying on 
© againſt you in that day, ſaying, ** Had you noticed our 
. «4 ſouls as well as our bodieg, had you been as cars 
ful to teach us the Khowledge of God as of ſuch 4 
trade, it had not been with us as it is this day; we 
, had not now ſtood trembling in expectation of 


dus. Curſed be the man that begat us, and the pap 
that gave us ſuck; it is to you we owe our eternal 
ruin and mifery,” O negligent parents, what hor. 
ror and confuſion will then ſeize you in that great and 
terrible day of the Lord, to hear ſuch a charge fron 
your children! but much more to hear God charge 500 
Vith their blood, and fay, O unnatural wretchey, 
44 behold how many precious ſouls yon neglected and 
**-ruined, Whoſe happineſs you were bound to procu 
4* by fo many ties of duty and affection: They were 
ignorant, and you inſtructed them not; they we 
ie prayerle's, and you taught them not; they wen 
s chriltleſs, and you pitied them not: Tea, you not 
„only neglected to give them good inſtruction, bit 
«you gave them bad example; yon ſwore, lied 
** ſpoke obſcenely, broke the Sabbath, mocked reliyi 
on, &. and lo, in theſe very practices they han 
4% followed you to hell, to be an addition to you 
* torments there for ever.“ e | 
Would you then prevent this fad reckoning and be 
ſound with your children upon the Judge's right hand 
ſee that you inſtruct them and pray for them. O father? 
would you wiſh to have your children well provided 
then lay up a ſtock of prayers for them, both famil 
and ſecret prayer: This is a ſtock that would not 
| ſoon ſpent, nay, it will be bringing them in ſomethin 
When you are dead. and rotten. - O mothers, your de 
dies travailed in pain at their firſt birth, Jet your fo 
travail in pain for their ſecond birth : Where is yol 
motherly tenderneſs. towards the fruit of your womb 
Would you not be ſorry to hear them ſcreeching, 0 
ez chem frying in hell's Aames, without  remedſ 


"I * 


s 


og 


Then do what lyes in your power, to prevent it, 
pſtrudting them, praying for them, and praying with 
Dem, Wes, | | 
Thirdly, Beware of neglecting ſecret duties this day, 
ſuch as were afore mentioned, and particularly prayer. 
{thou be one, O ſinner, that reſtraineſ prayer before” 
Cad this day, it is a black mark of a graceleſs heart; 
for a ſpirit of grace and of ſupplicat ion go (till together 

s difficulty of breathing, and painfulneſs in ſpeaking, 
ure ſymptoms of a ſick body; ſo averſion to prayer is 
f ad ſign, of a fick ſoul : For prayer is the ſoul's breath 
and ſpeech. to God, Lam. iii. 56.—Again, conſider 
the danger of living in the negle& of this duty. If 
$:t2n might have his wiſh againſt thee, (faith = 5 
it would be this, that thou mighteſt lead a prayerleſs 
ile; for then he is as ſure of thee; as a robber is of 
Fa traveller, whom he has faſt bound, lying in a 
ditch, and his mouth ſtopt that he cannot cry for 
F help,” O-prayerleſs ſinner, conſider Satan bas thee 
at bound, and is juſt ready to murder thee; and wilt 
don not cry to God for help?—Moreover, think. 
What a brutiſn thing it is to live prayerleſs, as alas wa- 
do; they riſe like the beaſts in the morning, theß 
ork with the beaſts all day, and lye down like beaſts 
it night, and never mind to look up to God, till he 
them on their backs: upon a death-bed, and then 
bey begin to cry like the beaſts when the knife is at 
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dee à countenance erected towards heaven, and hath 
ot made thee to creep on all fours, as other creatures, 
mth their backs to beaven, and mouths to earth; but. 
Y teach thee, that. thou art made to converſe with thy 
Maker, and have intercourſe with heaven, and that 
ie world's huſks are not fit ſoed for thy ſoul; We: 
Would pity. a poor man that were all bowed together, 
dd forced to go like a beaſt upon hands and feet, 

d bis eyes always to the earth: And is it not a. 
dore pitiful ſpectacle to ſee a ſoul that is a ſparkle of 
Raven, and created for communion with God, ſo crip» 
ed. with. ignorance and earthly-mindedneſs, as full: 
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lier throat. Conſider, O man, why God hath given. . | we [il 
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to be poring and. grovelling upon the earth, wigs 
looking up to God its Maker and bappineſs? 


. Ant of commiſſion on the Lord's day. 


II. Tf the next place, I proceed to warn you apainſf 
Ty ſing of commiſſion, by which the Lord's day 
too commonly profaned: And theſe are either invwat 
Re ge 8 


I. Of inward fin of commiſfion. 


a Inward fins, or heart fins, ſhould be carefully guzriiho: 
ed againſt this day, as being meſt provoking to Gde. 
polluting to his worſhip, and - hurtful to our ſouls 

Sinful thoughts are an abomination to God every day 
Prov, xv. 26. but more eſpecially this day. Thought 
are as loud in God's ears as words: and he command 
evil. thoughts to be forſaken, as well as evil ways, il 
we would have pardon, Iſa. lv. 7. Whereſore let er 
get renewed and ſanctified hearts, and overawe then 
with the thoughts of God's preſence and omniſcience 
Let us imagine this day, that we hear the ſound e 
the laſt trumpet, and fee the throne fet, and God cal 
ling for an account of hearts; (for in that day he vi 
judge hearts as well as lives) and when any evil though 
breaks in, ſay, What if God, who ſees this, ſhould pre 

_ {ently call me to account? Let us keep a conſtant watc 
over our hearts this day, ſtriving to cruſh all ſinfu 
thoughts in the bud, at their firſt riſing ery out fot 
God's help. Let us be. ſenſible what a maſs of v 
-Jany is in the heart, It it deſperately wicked, as Jere 
miah faith; yea, our inward part is very wickedneſi 
Plal, v. 9. Hence it was that Luther profeſt, that hi 
feared his heart more than the Pope or cardinal 
And Auguſtine prayed, Libera me, Domine, a meif/ 
The heart is like the Trojan horſe, out of whoſe belly 
proceeded armed enemies; ſo. out of the heart pro 
Wl  ceed all evil words and actions. Mat. xv. 19. It! 
Wl the corrupt: fountain, from whence all the input 


9 
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Yeams of actual fin do flow: Therefore we ſhould 
bok narrowly to it. © VVV 
But, beſides incident evil thoughts, we have many 
i habits and plagues of heart that we ſhould 2588 
wainſt on the Sabbath, being ſuch as profane the day, 
| hinder the ſanctiſication of it: Particularly, __ 
1ſt, Atheiſm, and miſbelief of God's truths, If 


tis harbour or prevail in us? we can reap no profit by 
he word read or preached this day. Why do people 
jelay or refuſe to embrace Chriſt, and leave their fins, 
but becauſe they wan a fixed and firm impreſſion of 
he truths of the goſpel] upon their hearts? It is true, 
you will not ſay that you miſbelieve any of them, but 
you give no heart aſſent to the truth of them, which 
x little better; you give no firm inward credit to the 
wſpel, and to all its aſſertions, commands, threatnings 
d promiſes, that they are come from God, and are 
jolt true certain and infallible, Were you once 
Imly perſuaded of the certainty of eternal life and e- 
wal death you would not ſtand fo long hovering 
Rtwixt heaven and hell. If once you had firm im- 
teſhons of eternal death, you would preſently fep 
from the wrath to come; and if you had a due ſenſe of 
emal life, you would run to take hold of the hope ſet be- 
bore you, Heb. vi. 18. But alas! nature is half 
nd, and cannot ſee afar of," 2 Pet. i. 9. To carnal 
tarts and eyes there ſeems to be a miſt upon eternity; 
ey cannot ſee-into another world, and they cannot 
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ere things not ſeen. But, O if you would be hap- 
. you muſt ſtedfaſtly believe * the immortality of the 


foul, and a future life; that the Bible is the true word 
of God, and that the bleffed God, ſent his eternal Son 
Jeſus Chriſt into the world, to aſſume man's nature, and 
die for to redeem him from fin and hell.“ With abhor- 
ice renounce all doubting or unbelieving thoughts of 
tele great truths; rather doubt of your own being than 
theſe; believe that what now you hear with your 
pn concerning a future life and judgment ſeat, you 
Ml hortly ſee with your eyes: If you do it not, you 
W the higheſt affront on God that a ereatute is ca- 
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' Pable of; for you make your Creator liar, 1 jj 
v. 10. This is a fin that devils are not charge 
_— with, for they believe and tremble: O ſinner what fu 
WW .. ther confirmation of the truth wouldſt thou have fra 
= God, chan he hath already given thee? Thou hal 
bis word, yea, his writ, ratified by his oath, confirn 
: ed by his miracles, and ſealed by his Son's blood, vic 
is far more, and far ſurer than either a voice from hea 
ven, or a meſſenger from hell, according to 2 Pet, 
$06 Jake Be 3K 7 os. 
II. Ignorance of the truths you hear this day, great 
| ly binders the ſandtification of it. You cannot pit 
Chriſt, cloſe with him, or follow him, till ſach tin 
as you know him, How can ſuch hear the goſpel, « 
embrace Chriſt offered therein, . that know not the 
ruined natural condition,' and their remedy throug 
Chriſt ? Many they knew not Chriſt's love and beat 
1 his ability, ſufficiency and fitneſs in his natures 
_ offices, relations, graces, Spirit and fulneſs: The 
'  know'not. the deſign of his coming into the world 
"the manner of his througbing our redemption by hi 
7 obedience and ſufferings, and the manner of applyin 
it, and our getting an intereſt therein, and the 9e 
Ceſſity and nature of faith in order thereto. For 
oft as many have faith in their mouths, they ke 
not what it is; they are ignorant what it is to receiy 
Chriſt as a Surety and Saviour, as a: Prieſt and King 
and therefore many goſpel ſermons and Sabbaths 
entirely loſt to them. n_ WO 
0 ſinners, conſider the danger of 1gnorance, it 18 
- ſoul murdering fin, Hol. iv. 6. My people are defiry 
far lack of knowledge. Do not think your 1gnorand 
vil excuſe you at a tribunal, or ſave you from bel 
No, it will rather aggravate your. fin. and tondemndl 
on, to be ſound ignorant in a land where the ligt 
- Jhines ſo plentifully about you. Ignorance will be! 
| far from, keeping off wrath from you, that God it 
lf you it is a ſpecial procuring cauſe of wrath, and mate 
Wau more miſerable than others, according te 
. . This % People of nounderflanding, thei 
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that wade them will not have mercy on them, and be 
" formed them will Heu them no favour, * 
Again, as ignorance is a damning fin in itſelf, ſo i 
the frultful mother of many other ſins and luſts, ac- 
ding to 1 Pet. i. 14. What is the reaſon why many 
ar, lie, cheat, break the Sabbath, drink drunk, 
mit uncleauneſs, flight ordioances, neglect prayer 
their families and cloſets, and go on in their ſins, 
Wout repenting or fleeing to Chriſt? It is becauſe 
their ignorance: They are ignorant of God, his in- 
ie juſtice and holy nature, the evil of fin, and what 
iſt bath ſuffered for ſinners; They know not what 
generation, repentance and faith are, for all they ſpeak 
dem; and how then can they praQiſe them, or cry 
God for them? 
heck. „0 (ſay ſome. ignorant creatures) many 
have knowledge, that make no good uſe of it; Yea, 
they are more graceleſs and profane than we. 
Anſe All this is too true, and theſe will have a ſad 
bunt to make one day for ſinning againſt ſo much 
pit. . But this will be no help to you, for profanity 
ls them, and ignorance kills you; they die of one 
leaſe, and you die of another; and your diſeaſe is 
lure to kill as theirs. For you to reject knowledge, 
aſe ſome who have it abuſe it and periſh; is as 
iculous as for you to ſay, Becauſe many die who 
he both food and phyfick, and plenty of means, for 
erving life, I will uſe no means for preſerving my 
e at all; for, whoever dies, you are ſure to die: 
ley that have both food ad ph yſick may die, but 
ley that have none of them cannot live. „ who 
e periſh, ignorant perſons are ſure to periſh; for 
ty know not their remedy, they cannot woke" uſe 
the 'means of life. O ignorant ſouls you are near» 
bell than others; your ſlats i is darkneſs, and it bor» 
n upon utter. darkneſs; ſo that you are, as it were, 
Miag in the next room to hell, having but a weak 
nition detwint you and it, Which death may break 
n in a moment, and let you paſs into it. When 


. liner dies, there goes not 1 duſt * 


do do it, when Chriſt is daily inviting you to come 


And why micht you not know your Bibles as well 


ue. © But Iam too old to learn.” 


ow 
duſt, but darkneſs to darkneſs; the darkneſs of jon 
trance to the darkneſs-of hell: And is got this a fey 

ſtate for you to. continue in? what madneſs is it for y 


france, 
read; u 
ling an. 
| the r . ulties. 

O ignorant ſinners; why ſhould you continue 1 fo. fo 
your ignorance, more than theſe of your rank in o ers or 
places, who can difcourſe molt ſenſibly of the prin 
ples of religion, and the concerns of their ſouls, y 
can pray to excellent purpoſe? Have you not ratio 
fouls as well as they? Have you not the ſame be 00% 
and advantages that they have, if you would but n 
uſe of them? Are you not as capable as they? V . 4 
as ſharp and knowing about worldly affairs as othen ren 
Tou know well enough the rent of a piece of grout 
the value of corn or cattle; but alas ! know nothy 
of the. worth of your ſouls, of Chriſt and pardon t did 
them: You are well verſed in the art of ploi you re 
ſowing and reaping, and know the right ſeaſons (Win i 
them ; but alas ! you know net your ſeafons of nat onl 
e You know your almanacks, the fairs and chang the b 
\ of the moan, you know your ſtory books and ballaſt fawili 
pains ti 
the ſan 
ere guil 
Oheck, 
ige.“ 

Hnſ. 1 
rant, b 


In would employ the ſame parts and abilities to 
Piritual knowledge! Have you not great pleoty of tl 
means of knowledge, if you would but attend them, a 
— ., ͤ 
Otjact. © But I cannot read the Bible, how ſuil 
ʒE„i½) . ] ] ꝓ⁵ĩðͤ 
As. You are at a very great loſs indeed, it is 
to get ignorant perſans infiruted that cannot reiere in t 
Tod ought to lament your loſs, and be the more Wil! be ! 
Prayer for the Spirit of God to teach you and n 
up that loſs; and the more deſirops to bear outs of fa 
FTead, and to wait upon the publick catechiſing: t 
alſo, lay out yourſelves with all care yet to learn Ponled 


Anf. Are you too old to ſeek after Chriſt and Wh com 
vation? will your age ſaye you from hell and wi Narr, 
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de chriſtleſs? will God ſpare old folk dying in 
ance, more than the young? Many have learned 
d, who have been as old as you? were you but 
g and defirous, you. wonld ſoon conquer all dif- 
ies, I have heard of ſome ſervants, who have 
ſo. fond to learn, that they have offered to their 
rs or miſtreſſes to quit part of their meat and fee, 
condition they would teach them to read: And, 
not your ſouls as dear to you as theirs were to 
heck, © Tt was my parents fault that did not teach 
W 
uſ. Alas! that parents ſhould be ſo cruel to their 
uren when young! But, wilt not thou be merci- 
to thyſelf becauſe they have been cruel? Their 
e& will not excuſe thine, As it was their fault 
did not learn you in youth, fo it is yours now 
jou 'remaſn in ignorance, and will be your eternal 
if you continue wilfully ſo: Yea, you, will thus 
only bring your own blood on your head, but 
the blood of your children and ſervants when you 
families; for you will not be capable to. inſtruct 
m yourſelves, nor will you, in all likelihood, be 
pains to cauſe others do it; and ſo you will be guilty 
the ſame negle& to your children, that your parents 
re guilty of to you, GR OT © TR 
OHect, „But I am aſhamed to be learning at this 
V A 
Hf. It is indeed a ſhame for old people to be ig- 
rant, but no ſhame to learn: Yea, tho' one foot 
tre in the grave, and the other following, you ſhould 
be learning ſomething for your ſoul, For, what 
the world's ſhame and deriſion -to that woful confu- 
in of face that will befal the ignorant, chriſtleſs ſin- 
at a day of judgment, and eſpecially ſuch as flight 
owledge, and will not be at pains to learn? Read 
at fearful and thundring threatning, Prov. i. 26, 27, 
, Twill laugh at your calamity, when diſtreſi and an- 


er; "when ye feok me carly, ye ſhall not find me. 


aL EF 


th cometh. upon you ; 9when ye call upon me, I will not . 


7 


oo . Te, RRR 
oO! theſe: words threaten againſt the ignorant, wh 
. refuſe to learn, puniſhment without pity, miſery vil 
cout mercy, crying without comfort, and torment withg 
_- eaſe. O what is the cauſe, ſay you, of all that fad yy 
geance? See verſe 29. Fer that they bated knowleds 
- &c,., As then you love your own ſouls, and wy 
eſcape eternal damnation, as you would honour 
and his Sabbath, ſee that you learn to read, {e 
inſtruQion and wait carefully, upon ail the means 
| E 1 95 8 50 | 
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III. Earthly mindedneſs doth greatly hinder the (adi, _— ; 
rification of the Lord's day: for, when the vanitie ar 
of the world are entertained, they ſo poſſeſs the mind ale 6 
that there is no room left for other thoughts: I he * 
thoughts of the world ſhut out the thoughts of Got * 
The. duſt and ſmoke of this world ſo blind the er ma 
of many, that they cannot diſcern the beauty of C. dyin 
or holineſs, tho” the brighteſt diſcoveries be made then uy vhs 
of this day in the ordinances: | Thus, alas ! Satan ( reſery, 


feats the whole deſign of the goſpel. as to many; 
that, though - miniſters tell them from God's word ( 
their ſoul's worth, hazard, and only refuge in Chr 
yet they are ſo hot in purſuing the world, they doo 
hear or think on what is ſaid, This man hath his far 
the other his merchandize, the other his trade to loc 
after, Luke xiv. 18. ſo that there is no time in the 
lives, no room in their hearts left for Chriſt, It 
in vain to tell many of ſecuring a manſion or iche 
. tance:in heaven; they muſt have houſes and lands een 
_ earth, "It is needleſs to tell them of providing for the 
ſouls; they have their families to provide for: 0 Wk, le! 
tell them of heavenly manna to their ſouls, they He; but 
| have bread to their mouths, It is to no purpoſe to nd, wi 
them of a way to get juſtice ſatisfied, or the debt 

fin paid; they muſt have their debts paid to th 
earthly creditors. | It is in vain to preſs them to fe rid zs 
the fayour and friendſhip of God; all their cate Maßes 
to get the countenance of this or the other man, i lor 
can, do them kindneſs, And ſo, upon theſe woa zs: 
conſiderations, Chriſt the Pearl of price is lighted, 


from 
Mereo\ 
vation 
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ious foul negleded, and Sabbaths and ſermons are 
wo 


gain, -It 1 a orofs grofanation of this holy 47. 5 
people to allow themſelves to think upon their 


& and worldly commerce when they are in God's 
ſe. As Chriſt whipped buyers and fellers out of 
temple when he was on earth, ſo he will not ſuffer 
to make the publick aſſemblies of his people a place 
jerchandize by your thoughtfulneſs about worldly 
and profit, Your buſineſs in God's houſe this day is 
the great God only, and therefore you mult attend 
othing but his work and ſervice : But, if you indulge 
1ely thoughts, you will provoke God, and mar all 
r publick performances. 
ze not like Martha this day, cangful 28 troubled 


ut' many things, things that will not avail you at 


dying hour, or [through eternity; but imitate 


ry. this day, fit at Chriſt's feet, mind the one thing | 
eſary, and.chuſe the goed fare awhich Jhall not be tan 


ſrom yon. 


Moreover, confider how dangerous this evil i is to the | 


ation of your ſouls. It may be ſaid of worldlineſs, 
wpared with other fins, as was ſaid of Saul and 
nd, when, any one fin fille its thouſands, this flaye + 
ten thouſands : O what bavock makes it in the viſible 
ch! What Pharaoh ſaid of the Iſraelites, Exod. 

. 3. may well be applied to many profeſſed Chriſti · 
, they are intangled in the land; the wilderneſi hath 
t them in. The world, like bird - lime, clogs the 
I's wings, that it cannot mount up to heaven. Ma- 
; like Lot's wife ſet out fairly for the Zoar of hea- 
b; but their hearts banker after the Sodom of this 
th, which cauſeth them to look ſtill back, back, rl. 
ey periſh in the way, 

Again, conſider. what a als 1 empty thing. 90 
Ind is, tho' obtained. It ſuits not the vature, nor 
mußes the deſires of the immortal ſoul: It deceives 
(its lovers, and in midſt of ſufficiency: leaves them in 
wy ho Gay ve: * rather; to 8 n "oy a 
3 095 NS * 
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|. of gold, to beftow the precious affections ,of our ſouls 


„„ Forgetfulneſs of God ad chriſt; is a great en 
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2 — whoſe portion is ſo ſmall, happineſs fo Ha But, - 
miſtake ſo great, and miſery eternal. od, eſp 
Think what folly it is to dig for droſs with matte; ery da 


ote the 
White and yellow clay. How monſtrous! is it to ſee . him 
man with his head and heart where his feet ſhould he „ min 
to fee the world in the heart and on the throne, M be love 
Chriſt at the foot-Rool ! to ſee the world poſſeſling Cod ooghte 
room both week day and Sabbath day, and getting rid bat 
ſervice which 1s due to him alone] How many are they ill we 
who, even on the Sabbatli day,” worſhip the trinity deir min 
this world, mentioned x John ü. 16, more than ü their t 
Trinity of heaven? th thot 
undle of 
and greatly hinders Sabbath: ſanRification. How e is, 
_ theſe ſanctify the Sabbath, who never mind the Auth be 
nor the end of it? And; alas! there are too mat ht "ſho 
who have nothing of God in their thoughts eitht prds (hi 
Sabbath day or week day, Pſal. x. 4. «Tho? the he V. Ay 
de (till thinking, and hundreds of thoughts paſs thr the 
it every hour of the day. Vet God is in none of tbeſ d do 
Strange! that every worldly trifle ſhould find room Wi bbath | 
the heart, and God can find no place in it! What use! 
me reaſon of this! You may ſee it, Rom. i. 28. 7 
did. wot like to retain God in their knowledge. Surs 
there is nothing in the world that we have ſo freque 
memento's of, as of God: How can we lock to f 
beavens, earth, flowers, or graſs, without mind n 
bim! A very heathen could ſay, —=Pracfentem r d. to 
guaelibet berba Deum. Or, how can we look to « 
bodies, but their curious ſtructure ſhould preſently ni E taſk m 
us of God 1 Vea, every time we breathe, every mot ald - n 
of our lodge, and beating of our pulſe ſhould be a . then 
or ſpur to us to mind our Preſeryer ; and in à ſpeci ur, 
manner, on the Sabbath- day, every ordinance, verry | 
ty, every ſentence, every word ſpoken by the min 
mould mind us of God : But the matter is, the thou 
of God are burdenſome to all chat live careleſs and! 

odly lives: they cannot _ vpon hun, but they K 
their took PT 
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hat, 0 Chriſtian, conſider what a fin it is to forget 
d, eſpecially on his own day. If we ought to ſpend 
ry day in the fear of God, Prov. xxiii. 17. much 
re. the Sabbath - day. What ingratitude is it to for- 
"him this day, that minded us in our low eſtate, 
, minded us when we could not mind ourſelyes? 
e loye of God in Chriſt ſhould ſwallow up all our 
ughes this day. When we ſeriouſly confider what 
it hath done for his people, one might think that 
lt would never be one whole hour together out of 
ir minds, but that they ſhould carry him up and down 
their thoughts and defires, that they ſhould lye down 
b thoughts of Chriſt at night, and have him like a 
ule of myrrh lying all night betwixt their breaſts, 
t is, in their hearts; and when they awake they 
ald be fill auith him: That their very dreams in the 
ht ſhould be ſweet viſions of e and all . 
rd ſhould ſavour of him. 
v. Averſion. to duty is another Ker aol that hin- 
n the ſanification of the Sabbath. O how back- 


ud do we find our hearts to the duties of the 


bbath ! bow glad to put them by with any frivolous 
ruſe | how unwilling to pay God @ viſit on his own | 
jy! We are flow to begin, and in haſte to make an 
d; we are heavy while the duty is a doing, and glad 
en it is done. Many are driven to their loſers, as if 
ty were going to the-rack, or as if prayer were a 
nance rather than a privilege ; they are conſtrained 
k, to ſatisfy a natural conſcience. It is rather a 

ile than a fon like performance. If conſcience, like 
tak mater, did not laſh them to their duty, they 
ald never perform it. Many they would rather 
il their bodies whole days aud weeks at the ſoreſt 
dur, than ſpend one hour in ſecret. upon their knees 
the Lord's day. How ſad and lamentable a thiog. 
this? Is not God's company molt deſirable? is it 


t God's admirable condeſcenſion, and our higheſt ho- 1 


ur, that ſuch poor worms as we ſhould be admitted 
ko his preſence?” Are we not oaturally deſirous of 


uinance with great perſons, and why fo backward 
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dio acquaimtance with the King of heaven? Is not l 
Sabbath a delight to God's people? and ſhall the wo; 
VT „ %%% 
_» Objed,. The duties requiſite on this day are 
mas, they coſt much difficulty and pains to perfon 
\ © 1 Auf, It is better to take pains, than fuffer paint 
better be bound with the cords of duty, than with th 
chains of darkneſs. The bonds of duty are n« 
grievous; nay, they are our | ornament, and preat 
elt freedom, Pſal. cxix. 45. whereas Satan and th 
world's ſervice is the greateſt drudgery ; there is {i 
in the work, and hell. in the wages. Alas, that man 
will be at no pains for that which will bring eten 
glory, but are content to be at great pains for thi 
Which will coſt eternal pains! The drunkard, thi 
adulterer, run many hazards to ſerve the devil, add wi 
damnations; they ſuffer bodily pains, want ſleep u 
_. reſt, and weary themſelves to commit iniquity, Th 
dsa iniquity with cords, and fins as with cart. rin n 
IIa. v. 18. They are yoked, as it were, in the den wt 
pPlwough or cart, and he makes them fweat. and dra "ae 
in his ſervice. What bad work, fad wages, and a terug 37 
maſter have they ? Who would be hired by any vie 
to ſerve lions and tygers? Is not the devil a roar all 5 
lion? and, will you ſerve him that will devour a u K | 
tear his ſervants both ſoul an body, after they bee 8 
ſerved Him never fo faithfully ? Oh! ſhall the deni, ay 
ſervants out ſtrip Chrilt's ſeryants- in' diligence and a N 
tivity? is there any -maſter like Chriſt? Is there i 0 
work or wages like his? Was there ever any of i Gs 
_ - ſervants a loſer at bis hands? Will not his expericnal 0 
ſervants tell us, that avifdoms ways are pleaſantit 
and that Sabbath days work is the ſweeteſt recreatia 
Here they have the molt pleaſant walks, the m 
 lightſome proſpects, the choiceſt company, and 
ſweeteſt followſhip, Plal. xxii. 2, 3. Pfſal. I. 23. Ie 
is heaven in holineſs; and gain in godlineſs; vo fl 
gein or delight to be found elſewhere. Goc 
is the moſt enriching trade in the world; 0% 


_ n * — * X 4 : : 5 
2 . — = * "= * = 
— + ——— — — r —— T4 — — — — 
4 y 2 
„ * — — . — 


0 - ; v . - 
: : 4 wm 1 * ** 
x 4 " 5 __ * k — 
N | 4 : . l 


* 


'.* , Sabbath Sandiffeatlon.. 239 1 || 
ople ſometimes gain more by it on 2: Sabbath day, W 
one hour, in one f „one promiſe, one prayer, 
e communion table, one ſpiritual breathing, than 
| the rich men of the ſhire are worth, put all their 


nes together. The world will not believe this 3 | | f i 
t ſure 1 am, one” return of prayer, one ſmile “f [I 


ils face; one look of faith, one grape of Canaan; 

e glimpſe of the promiſed land, the head of one 
olah, the death of one luſt, the ſtrengthning of one 

ice, which may be obtained in the duties of the 
bbath, any of theſe is an abundant recompence for 
| the pains we can be at in God's ſervice this day; 
ey yield more ſweetneſs and content to the ſoul, than 
| the pleaſures the world can afford: The ſmalleſt 
eavings of ſpiritual joy are better than a whole vintage 
r / dt kh hn ts et OR 

But what is all this to that eternal weight of glory 
hich is treaſured up in heaven, for rewarding the 
borious ſeryants of Chriſt? What can we do for ſo 
it reward? Had the Lord ſaid to us, Unleſs yow _ | 
content to ſpend your days in ſome hawling wil. 
els, quit all worldly riches and pleaſures, pine a- | 
vw with poverty and want, give the fruit of your 
dies, ſuffer martyrdom, or take a dip in hell, you 
all never ſee my face in glory; ſurely there is none 
at knows. what it is to eſcape eternal miſery, and in- 
nit "endleſs. happineſs above, but would have been 
ling to accept of theſe conditions. How much 

ore then, when he only requires us to accept of his 
dn as our Surety, and love him, part with theſe ſins 
at would damn us, and follow him in the pleaſant 
ays of holineſs; and to do all this in his grace and: 
tength, for he ſends none a warefare- on their own | 
barges ? Say not then I' have no ſtrength for ſo man 
Wes as are required upon the Sabbath, ls there not 
dough in Chriſt for thee? Look with an eye of faith to 
e power and promiſe of God, in Chriſt, and every new 
uy will bring new ſtrength with it; they that do theſe: 


wy Mal live in them, * 
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we Sabbath. Why? hard hearted fioners can, har 
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Sod! who can fit and hear the moſt terrible threatuitg 
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them. This is a fad eaſe, and yet very common, an 


ol heart hardneſs, and laying the caſe: before. Co 


„ . 
O hard hearted ſinner, conſider. thy miſerable con 
dition while theu remaineſt in a fallen ſtare under wrath 


mn pains on thee, A heathen Felix, trembled, the deri 


* Ul 


VI. Hajdneſs of heart hinders the ſandtification Wh not w. 
ju begin 
to etern! 
me of + 
ſare t 
m of 
je hamm 
e hamm 
O then 
at he 1 
ſirit, th 


delight in Sabbath work: they are not affected by 4 
word; they cannot prize Chriſt offered in the goſh 
they are not capable of receiving the goſpel comſom 
Oh how many ſuch do every Sabbath appear befy 


of the word and curſes of the law denounced agu 

fin, and the fins they are guilty of; and yet de t 
more concerned than the feats they fit on, or the den 
that lye under their feet. Mercies or promiſes do nd 
allure them, judgments or threatnings do not alan 


few ſenſible of it. Who is complaining of this play 
_ faying,. Ab ! bat ſhall Ido with this fone in my heart 


A ſtorie in the bladder or kidneys, is a woful pain, ber bis | 
[the ſtone in the heart is much more dangerous ne cal 


deadly; yet who is pained with that, and crying to t bear 
Phyſician: of ſouls to take it away, and give a heart oi 


Many a ſtroke has been given thee by the hammer oy did 
_ the word, to-no purpoſe; many of the Spirits motioniot loft 
- haſt thou reſiſted; many à knock haſt thou deſpiſel_ghipt God 
O tremble, leſt God give thee over, and take no mo Chril 
tantine 
| of Ge 
' breath 
' mer | 
Lord 
"and e 
For i 
F etern, 


| U 


tremble for fear of God's wrath; and will thy bes 
de unmoved? God calls you to flee from it, minilte 
call, mercies and promiſes call, judgments and threat 
nings call, the wounds and blood of Chriſt call; an 
will not thy heart be affected? The voice of he Lord 
i; powwerſul, full of majefly, breaketh the cedars, ſpate! 
. the wilderneſs, hath melted the hearts of thouſands 
and yet cannot it break thy hard heart? Thou hab 
mountains of unpardloned guilt lying on thee, and 
thou. no feeling thereof? Remember, if you be nd 
brought to feeling now, you ſhall be brought to it en 
lung, to your etctnal ceſt and ſorrow: if the weil 
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tot waken thy beart, it is like death will. When 


| begin to draw by the curtain of: fleſh, and lock 
eternity, you will then cry, Lord, what will be- 


ne of me for ever? If you do not awake then to 


ſure the firſt moment of your entry into eternity 


bring you to your ſenſes; the bitings of the 
m of conſcience will then make you feel; the 
am of fire and brimſtone will melt the hardeft heart; 


; hammer of juſtice will then” break the heart which | 


hammer of the word could not. 
0 then beg of God, with the ' greateſt ee 


t he may give you the broken heart and a contrite 
rit, that ſo you may have that acceptable ſacrifice 
offer to him which he never yet frowned upon, 


l. li. 17. 4 broken and a contrite heart, O God, 
u wilt not diſpiſe. -Auguſtine cauſed write this text 
er his bed when ſick. Let us cry to God for it, who 


ne_can give it. Gravel ſtones men may remove, 


t heart (ones none can remove but God: We may 
ealily remove mountains as do this; yet we muſt 
: the means: And therefore, Jol to bim <whom you 
ve pierced,” that you may mourn. Think much on 
efree love of Chriſt, and the bloody ſufferings your 
$ did put him to. If Chriſt's: love and blood will 


t ſoften thy heart, nothing will, Beg the Spirit 
Cod to come and make application of the blood 


Chriſt, the bleſſed ſcape- goat: and then the adas 
tine heart will difſolye, © Cry, Come, O Spirit 
of God, blow The fire of the word with thy. own 
breath, and then it will melt hearts: Take this ham- 
mer in thy own hand, and it will break rocks, 
8 wound and heal; do the work thraughly 
and effectually; begin it, carry it on, and finith it: 
For if any of it be left for me to dp, it will be 
*ternally undone, and I will be loft for ever. Lord, 
compleat this work, looſe my bonds, thaw my -af- 


ſections, and draw my heart, and rake eternal glo- 


ry to thee,” 
Vl. Hypocriſy and . duy is oppaſice w 


Wbath- * ; for G od requires heart ſiaceri- 
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. O bow many are they. who give" God no 10 


= pray fo ſuperficially,” as if they were vawilling that Gt 


Wat ſighifies the voice without the affections? A pa 


18 | T own thy formal words of prayer. It is ſpeaking, at 


it makes them paſs under the name of good Chriſtia 


1 ing wolf under a ſheep's ſkin, a murdering Herod unde 


broad pbylactory: He can ſpy a diſſembling devil unde 


150 


„ de enn 
ty in every piece of worſhip and duty that we x 


but the outward man, and the fervice of the body 
They draw nigh to God with their lips only; 


ſhould hear them, and take away that. luſt which eat 
ſceience forces them to pray againſt, They ate ſo cin 
leſs and irreyerend in ſecret prayer, they would be 
' ſhamed if any ſaw them, or overheard them. A | 
tue on a tomb, with eyes and hands lifted up, off 


. 
1 . 


as good ſervice as many; only it wants a voice: 40 


rot may be taught to repeat ſome few words of praye 
but none will call that a prayer; ſo neither will Ge 


not praying, when the heart is wanting; he looks ups 
thy worſhip as no better than a ſtage play. Mac) wo 

ſhip God as careleſsly as if they were praying to an idok 
| that neither ſaw nor heard them: Nay, many heathen 
have worſhipped their falſe gods, Jupiter and Mars 
with greater ſeriouſneſs and devotion than you do th 
great Js HOvAH, who made you and all the world 
Why? the reaſon of all this is, all that many ſeck « 
religion is the nate of it; and the outward form 6 


among men. Tho' God ſees their hypocriſy, yet n 
knows it not; and that is enough to them. But, ( 
hypocrite, conſider, the day is approaching when Gol 

ill unmaſk thee before all the world, As Paul fa 
to the high prieſt,” Acts xxiii, 3. ſo may I ſay to thee 
| God ſhall fmite thee, thou whited wall; fo as thy pail 
ſhall fall off, and thy inward rottenneſs appear to il 
There will be no hiding of thyſelf among the crowd 
no impoſing on an all-ſeeing God. He can eaſily 0 
cern à treacherous Judas under a deceitful kiſs, a ravel 


2 pretence of worſhip, a hypocritical Phariſee under 
|  @ Satavel's mantle, or when he would ſhroud bu 
; FS... * 1 5 Lt) I 4 | 55 „ n 
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daun daa, 28 
506 de b of God; for neither the fophiſtry "os 


n ot devils'can blind bis eyes. 
Again, let the hypocrite think on his folly, in loſing 


th bis heaven here and hereafter, in drawing down 


on him both the hatred of the world, and the hatred 
the God of heaven. The world hates him for his 


N of religion; and God hates him for his bypocriſy- | 


1s it not lamentable folly .in hypocrites to do 


e for Chriſt, and go ſome length in the way 


heaven, and yet to loſe beth Chriſt and heaven for 


t going one ſtep further? To be like that ſcribe,” 
th. xii. 34+ not far ſrom the kingdom of God, and yet 
fer come thither ? How fad is it to periſh with hea - 
in view, and go to hell by the very gates of glo- 
? The hypoenite' s hope brings him to a ſhady 
ly, Job xvii.” 14. but his candle goes out in that 


tk trance, and then he ſtumbles and falls for ever, 
is ſad to periſh in the wilderneſs, when come to the 
y brink of Jordan, and in fight of the promiſed 
d; to make out voyage with à pleaſant gale all the 
U and ſhipwreck at the very mouth of the harbour; 
come 'Within a ſtep of the gate, and die with our 
nds upon the threſhold. = 

Lal, Remember, as hypocriſy, if continued in, 


Il certainly damn you; ſo it will provide a hotter 


Il for you than that of- other ſinners, Mat. xxiv. 
. therefore be wiſe in time, and ſtudy fincerity and 
rightneſs of heart in all your dealings with God. 
VII. Wandring of heart greatly mars the perfor- 
ace of Sabbath duties, eſpecially hearing, praying 


d praiſing, Jewiſh rabbi's ſay, '** That tho” on the 


Sabbath there was much fleſh uſed for ſacrifice in the 
temple, yet not ſo much as one fly was ſeen ſtirring 


there.” 80 neither ſhould' there be a wandring | 


oughk or eye allowed, when we are about God's fo- 


a worſhip this day in his houſe. - What encourage» 
nt ' hath a huſband-man to ſow upon a high-way, | 


dere every man and beaſt has free paſſage? No bet 
tis the heart of a wandring hearer; We may as well 


& red upon. the wayes of the fea as ww uno 
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* . 64 5 wy int oppoſite ' | 
ſiuch; for the good feed of the word is quite loſt u 


| J 3 nary, or, into your cloſets, ſhut the door of you 


them. Think what an affront it would be to a king 
to turn your back to him or diſcourſe. with others 
x — he is ſpeaking to you? The motions and 5 

ſtures of your ſauls are as viſible to God as the motion 


and. poſtures. of your bodies are to one another, 0 
if a criminal were allowed to petition his prince for ij 
- life, would he break off at every ſentence, and chi 
flies through the room; you would ſay, a renifi 
were ill beſtowed on ſuch a creature. O beware ( 
ſuch a ridiculous behaviour before the King of heave: 
when you are addreſſing him for the life of your co 
_ ' demned fouls, Would you have God to hear you, whe 

| you do nat hear yourlelf? Can you think he will | 
mindful of you, when you are not mindful of yourſelf 
. Think, if your prayers were written down, and 
- Your vain thoughts.-interlined, what; incoherent nd 
. Tenſe. would they be? would. you not be aſhamed t 
hear them all read over? would not the world en 
Shame upon you for mocking your dread Soverei 
% with ſuch an impertinent addreſs ?!? O but thought 
| 15 the, ſame as words with God; nay, they ſp 
louder in his ears than words do ip ours, Amos, iv. 13 
He declare: unto man what is his thought, And Dam 


_ Jays, He tells my wandrin gm. 


$ 


eart, fo that worldly thopghts may not enter to trol 
ble yon. Lay ſolemn. obligations and charges upe 
your hearts, that they wander not from God; 61 
the ſacrifice 'with cords de the altar's horns; and if u 
birds of prey come by ſurpriſe down upon the ſacribee 
then, like Abraham, Gen. xv. 11. drive them preſent 
away, and ſummon every thought to attend your mal 
huſineſs. Retract every vain thought with a fgh, dl 
chide with your hearts for yain excurſions; che 
them as Chriſt did his drouſy diſciples, #hat ? cann 
Jen watch with Chriſt far ane beur ? How then will Je 
| Hke to be engaged in heaven's work to all cetera 
where there is g iaterrupuon? 4, 


C — 


wh * 4 
„ 


7) 15 1 0 


„ conſider the uncertainty of your time for 


150 4 criminal but a quarter of an hour al- 


a him to beg his life before an earthly judge, would 


pend it in” gazing upon the court and their fine 
, or in aſking ſome ridiculous "queſtions? No, 


ould intreat and beg his life with all the arguments 


fervency he were capable of. O ſinner, when thou 


leſt down to beg thy ſoul's life at the hands of the 
ge of = and dead, thou knoweſt not if thou 
have fo long as a quartet of an hour for it; and 
 thou'trifle it away? What if death ſurpriſe thee, 
find thy heart wandring from Gol? 
or remedies of this evil, beſides what is ſaid Rudy 
verawe your hearts this day with a fenſe of God's 
ſence and omniſcient eye. A ſervant will not ſport 
ſelf in his maſter's preſence, but carry gravely. 
| you believe. that God's eye is ſtill upon you, and 
ices all your thoughts, words, looks and geſtures: 
uld you not be more. circumſpe& than you are? 
y not angels, when they ſee what gravity and de - 
cy you obſerve in preſence of à prince, and your 
eleſneſs and irreverence in preſence of a glorious 


d, conclude you no better than infidels in midſt of 


ds houſe? | Conſider then how folemnly you ſet 
urſelves in God's preſence, when you attend publick 


linances. It was the ſenſe of this that made Ber- 


id ſay, when he came to the church-door, Stay here, 


my earthly thoughts. But if they do thruſt in after 


u and core; upon you, to divert you this day, pre- 


nding neceſſary buſineſs, as Nebemiah's enemies did 
im when about the temple work, then give them fach 


repulſe as he did, Neh. vi. 3. I am doing a great work, 


Cannot come dowd : why" ſhould the work ceaſe, bi, 
ave it, and come down to you ?, and, like him, repeat 


Is over and over, as they repeat their ſolicitations. 
OS, Get love to God and bis ordinances; for 


ﬆ we love" that we fix our minds upon, be it gain, 


incurs or pleaſures. David found love to the word 
dodd r againſt wandering thoughts i in time of 
an er TERS de Plas cxix. T "fave. 4 dais 
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| whether praying or hearing « Bur if they be habit 


5 to God, to fix your hearts, and gather your ſtrayi 
- thoughts. Pray with the pſalwiſt, 


ſs Chriſtians to the bluſh in this matter. We read of ſu 


temple, ready to kill them; yet they went on uith ü 


cCenſer, he ſhould diſturb that worſhip. May not thei 
_ inſtances ſhame us, that have more light, for our ut 


; evil we muſt guard againſt this day. O how many 


= g - 1 


= a RI „ 


 thrughts, bat th Fry I love, Allo, Nady o | 
tom. yourſelves to holy thoughts at other times; 
a vain heart out of dut 7 will be little better in ch. 
your hearts be much ſet on the world at other tine 
your thoughts will be driving thither in time of dut 


. 1 : 


ſet upon. Chriſt, then will your prayers aſcend to hi 
like a | pillar of incenſe, 
Moreover, be putting up frequent 3 i 


+ Pfal. IXxxvi. 11 
Unite my heart to fear thy name. Look to bim thy 
can /{ay the raging waves of the ſea, to ſtay the vn 
dring thoughts of your heart. 

. Laſtly, Conſider how Jews and Heathens may pl 


priſing inſtances of their fixed devotion in their ads 9 
Worship. It is a ſtrange conſtancy. and fixedneſs th 
is ſpoken of the Jewiſh prieſts at Jeruſalem, that whe 
the Romans broke into the city and ruſhed into t 


rites of the temple, as if there had been no ſuch thing 
Alſo ſtrange was the fixedneſs of that Spartan you 
that held the cenſer to Alexander while he offered 
crifice, who ſuffered a coal, that fell on his arm, 
burn his fleſh, rather than by crying, or letting fall th 


fixedneſs and inconſtagcy i in the ſervice of the Guid 
Junovant. > 05 
IX. Wearying of the 4 8 of the Sabbath is anotht 


there like thoſe, Amos viii. 5, who ſay in their heart 
When will the\ Sabbath be gone ? and with thoſe, M 
i. 13. Whata wearineſs ir it? Many weary as mot 
of ſermons, as if they were in the ſtocks all the wb 
they attend them. O what would come of you, 
- Chriſt were as ſoon weary of calling, as you are 
hearing! How many Sabbaths have you kept 


_—_ and . at your e and he is not jt 
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et this ame us out of our wearying to knock at 
I's door. Alas! a quarter of an hour in prayer 
ries many of us. Is this the requital we give to 
it for- all. his love and patience ? May not he ſay, 


) believer, I did not ſoon weary of my bloody ſweat 


| the garden for thee ; nay, I was longer on the 


ainfal croſs, than ever thou waſt on chy knees in 


. N 


mayer, or meditating on my love and ſufferings,” 
hould a believer ever weary of that ſubject! Theſe 
laters, Acts xix. 34. could cry out with a loud voice 


the ſpace of two, heurs, and not weary in commen- 
F their idol Diana; and ſhall we weary of hearing 


| E 4 phe! {rx Logs N = * 6 1 
for all your long deafneſs to bis knocks, and _ 
Go to open to him, but continues ſtill to Knock? 


ſermon in commendation of Chriſt, for the ſpace of 


e hour? O where are theſe animal ſpirits that men 


e in worldly buſineſs? where is that vigour and ac- 


ity that many ſhew in their bodily recreations, nay, 
ſerving of their luſts? Many weary- not to ſpend 


bole days and nights in drinking and gaming; but 
ey grudge to give God one day for his worſhip or 


much as one hour of his own day. You weary not 


| provide for [your bodies and preſent wants, but 


on weary to provide for your ſouls and eternity: 


du weary not to beſtow time and pains to purchaſe 
ſmall eſtate; but you can ſpare, no time nor. pains | 


leck the kingdom of heaven. Many ate quick enough - 


bout worldly things, but, like Dagon, they have no 


ad to think, nor hands to act, when the ark is pre- 


at, The Sabbath is a long and weariſome day to 


„ who is the loſer by this, but thy own ſou}? Doſt 


. on hn we 


en, Some think both forenoon and | afterngon of 

Ws day toe much to be given to God; one of them 
ly ſerve: Or they linger in coming to the church in 

e morning, as being glad to have a part of God's day 

| worſhip driven by ere they come; and not a fe- 

| away before worſhip be enged; they'd. rather _ 
mad the” day any way than in God's ſervice. . O fine 


w think 'a Sabbath Brgy" a fermpy long, a prayer 
it de to be baniſhed from 
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3 God's 8 and lye on beds of fire thro! a whal 
eternity? Lou will weary eternally there, but it yi 
not mend you: The doors are not open there, as thi 


 cible bolts, and mountains of brafs relled to them 
and there you muſt dwell and lye 1 roaring, as priſons 
of wrath for ever, Poor carnal wearying faul, cal 
thou ever think of going. to heaven, to worſhip and 

.. © dore God for. ever wi 
uz time of this work wearies thee now! To be are 


' . verted late; thou would(t give never 
but of it again, wett thou in ſt. 


. weary of Sabbath work here below, that profeſſeſt 


Vork of which hatk 8 end? W. 


heaven in thy behalf; Tho” the Sabbath be a day 


eceeame to the market to buy proviſion for himſelf u 
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church doors now are, to let you go ip and out at yg 
ee; 0 (as fome graceleſg perſons do in time of divin 
worſhip) no, you wilt find hell's gates ſhut with ini 


out intermiſſion, when ſo ſki 


heaven would be a hell to thee in hy 12 uncow 
much to bt 


But, O believer, how il]: doth it became thee tt 


be preparing for that everlaſtin ng Sabbath abore, th 

t thou weary to ſpen 
one whole Sabbath here in ſerving Chriſt, who wearie 
not to ſpend many whole Sabbaths and years in (e 
ving thee? Conſider, how buſy Chriſt is this day | 


' 8 
reſt 10 us from our ordinary. work, yet it is none (Wee. 
Chriſt; he is buſy thro? the whole of it pleading oer FAD 


making interceſſion for thee, without fainting in th 
work ; and wilt thou fo ſoon tire to act for him? Do 


be mind tfite fo conſtantly, and wit they ſo ſoon we 
= ry to think on him? 
X. Sleeping or drowlineſs, in time of divine genie 
_ 4 profariation of the Lord's day, and hinders os «©? 
| profiting by the ordinances, Therefore guard agil luer, I 
"hy —_ are watchful enough about the devil's fc lhe bor 
vice; they can ſpend whole nights in drinking, gu e 
ing, Ke. without lleep; but cannot hold up their eſt of 
half an hour in bearing 2 ſermon. Conſider what, gmong 
evil cuſtom: this is you who are chargeable with len 
dend reform it. How ridiculous were it for a man ti | 


ty hal e in hs marker. lace, wh 
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S. Sanflification,, 2569 
n errand? Do you not come on the Sabbath, 
ich is heaven's market - day, to the ordinances to get 
Nihon for your ſouls; and will you fall aſleep in 
mean time of the market. and ſo go home empty? 
hat do you know. but, while, you ſlept, that truth 
s delivered that might have ſaved your ſouls? Will 
man fall afl:ep. at his food? and yet you flept while 
e bread of lift is breaking to you, and the waters of 
eare running by yon. How ſad is it, that the ſoul's 
wth ſhould at this time be clothed with drowſineſs 
d ſleep, that it cannot receive one crumb or drop? 
bow would a' damned foul prize the eee 
at you fleep away! Remember it will not a 
th you, the Sabbath and ſermon will quickly come 
at will be your laſt; and who knows but this or the 
xt may be it ? If you thought you. were going ſtraight 
om the church to God's tribunal, would you not be 
dre watchful eg ? There is none can afſure 
u but it may be : However that be, 1 cap aſſure 
% you mot ſhortly anlwer for every ſermon you are 
Kent at; God will aſk, Where are the ſruns of 
[many ſermons ? It will be a fearful item in your ae- 
unts, So maby ſermons flept away: How will you an- 
r rr 
Wie, Confider how provoking. this practice is to 
6d. Would not a prince be diſpleaſed with a ſabject, 
de honld fall” aſleep while he is ſpeaking to him? 
buld not a judge be angry with a criminal, if he 
would fleep dhe he were about, to pronounce his ſen- 
dee? And: have you not to do with the Aing of 
en and Fudge of the rid, while you are hearing 
word? is nos your life at the ſtake when you are 
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bring it 2 according; to that word in Deut. xxxü, 46. 


„Kr your hearts unte all the wards which I tefrily 
Wong you this days for it is not a vain . you e, 
aſe it 6 Jour ie. Remember what eſe! Eurychus 
hen he ſlept in time of ſermon, Acts xk. it almoſt coſt 
wn us life: God made him a monument of diſpleaſure, 
br 4 warniag to all fleepers: He got a ſad fall, but 
or m/ get 2 worle; be fell to the ground, but you 
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- _ "at the worſhip of God, either in the church or 1 
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* 7 blow theſe enemies that would not hays thee to rul 
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- aggravated than his; it was mid-night/ when he lept, 


Wiroth with the ſeer upon this account, and put bim in 


ny wrong Way 5 for when God wounds thy fin, and dan 
cConviction intq thy ſoul, thou ſhouldſt thank the Spit 
def God for his aber vigring of thee, and lay oped 


N * 
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« Paul to take you up 28 he got, Your, fin is more 


but you fleep at mid- day; Paul bad preached fre 
hours, but half an hour and leſs puts you aſleep. You 
Have cauſe to fear, leſt God make you a monument 
of his wrath, or that he ſay, Sleep on, till the fame 
bel awake you. It is truly a wonder how any can ſleep 


mily, and not dream of hell fire in their ſleep ; for ther 
danger is greater than they are aware'of, Satan is very 
buſy at ſuch a time; While you ſleop, be ſucceſsfully 
© ou his tares, Mat. xiii. 258. your fleeping time s.4 
feed time for the &vil, and à ſpring time for luſts. 

If you would remeid this evil, ſtrive and wreſtle 4 
1 it, and pray for help to do it; go timeoully tg 
bed on Saturday's night, and ſee that, you be temperats 
_ thro* the week ; for they that wake much in the al- 
_ houſe, will be fair to ſleep in the church. 

XI. Prejudice at preachers, and quarrelling with them 
for their plainneſs and freedom in reproving fin, man 
the ſapQification. of the Sabbath, and your getting good 
by the ordinances, Some hear. miniſters, as the Pha- 
riſees heard Chriſt, with ill-will to them, and a deſign 
to catch advantage againſt them; they would makes 
. man an offender for à word. Others are fo faſt allety 
in fin, that they can't endure miniſters to thunder i 
their ears, or lighten in their eyes by plain and pier 
cing ſermons, becauſe they diſturb, their reſt, Aſa vas 


iſon; ſo deat Herod with John, and Ahab, with Mi 
3 Many. like Ahab; think the miniſter bas 1 


ique at them, when he reproves ſin freely; He nee 
ſpeaks good of me, ſaith Ahab, O finner, this is, the 


your luſts, and ſay, .** Smite, Lord, with a deadly 


— 
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| Sabbath Sandiffeatio, nt” 
Phyſician, wound and heal; cauſe theſe convictions 
end in my converſion here, and ſalvation hereafter,” _ 
Aa honeſt: heart loves that ſermon beſt, that wounds 

i luſts dee peſt. He ſays to the word, or the miniſter, 

at (tops his career in ſin, as Darid to Abigail, 1 Sam. 

u. 32, 33. Bieſſad be the Lord God of I/ratl, which ſent 

e this day ta meet me; and bleſſed be thy advice, GW. 
your eyes were opened, you: would look on plain 
wing preachers; as your beſt frieads in the world. If 
pu were in hazard of burning or drowning by falling 
to the fire or water, would you be angry with one 
at will pull you out, and fave your life, tho” he ſhould 
ound” you, or break an atm of you in the doing of 
? Nay, you would thigk him your friend, and thank 

in for bis kindneſs, And will you be angry with a 
wilter for placking yon as a brand out of the bura- 

g. by denonncing wrath: againſt fim, and telling you 
dur hazard in plain language 
XII. Slighting the offers of the goſpel, and Chriſt ten- 
ered to us therein, is a great profanation of the Lord's 
ay, and directly oppoſite to the deſign of it: Vet 
as! it is a moſt prevailing evil among us. Chriſt. 
Ws, but we will not hear; he offers himſelf and bis 
webale, but we will not accept ; he allures us with 

u mercy, but we will not turn to him; he oft waters 

|. with the dew and rain of goſpel ordinances, but 

ile fruit follows: We are like the barren field, ow 
mich much coaſt is beſtowed, but the crop is pothing 
ilverable; How many Sabbaths are ſpent, and ſer-- 
ons; preached and no good done? At one fermon 
[ Peter's, there were three thouſand ſouls converted: 1 
at, alas! we fear there are three thouſand ſermons rt 
reached now, and not one ſoul brought in. Many 
mes is the goſpel net let down in vain ; O that Chriſt 
bold come and direct it to be let down on the right 
ve of the ſhip! 1 ſhall endeavour briefly to lay be- 
re you” the great ſin and miſery of rejecting Chriſt 
„ M is againft reaſon to refuſe a remedy. when in 
—WWS..· man.ro gue" PRghgn, = 


* 


1 » 
4 


„ b Ys : a : 


- -« Gicine, or tears a plaiſter from off bis wounds a | 


E „% 3 25 Ph 8m tas. 
bett 4 conderined man a pardon, * vit 
Vould be zuilty of this: Nay, it is even ſelf murde 

for be is 48 zullen af his own death that rejects a n 


that” cuts his dwn throat. Now, you know What ih ar 


Z _ heinous ſin ſelf. murder is; yea, this is not only I 34% 
dat it is ſoul murder, which has. a louder cry than er eon 


. -» Other murder, by ſo much as the ſoul is more pred 


bot others, O de not embrue your: ande in the blood er cha 
8 your own fouls.” ©» a 


dus than the body: Vou are afraid to ſhed: the bloo dat x 


Aal, it is Tithe: greateſt aan —_ Wr * caffacceptio 
| be offered to the majeſty of God and our Lord je may 
Chriſt,” It is even called a treading under ſoot the AH, 50 

9 5 of Cod, and bis precious: Blood, Heb. x. 28, 29. wih d 


1 is there reckoned a greater, fn than the breach of din of {li 


unto God? What horrid-iograticude is it, to fl ght the 


bp muſt. it be to undervalue that ? Again what u ſligb 
Aud luſts before him? When Satan and luſts knc 


* - 
I. 
: 4 
* 9 
" 1 1 TE 
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the ten commands; it is a fin which neither heatheif e guil 
nor devils are guilty of. To ſread upon the Son of Cen, it 
O monſtrous guilt ! + who would be guilty of this! 
May you ſay, Am 1 a dog (as Hazael faid to the profifſuannot:j 
phet) that I ſhould do this thing? Lea, every ſoul tative t] 
. Nights Chriſt and his goſpel offers, doth it. Howie app!i 
prevoking mult it be, to Arample on God's moſt 2 46bl/ 
ous Jewel, wherein he is highly delighted and wel ſeat th. 
pleuſed, Mat. iii. 11. to lothe that which is moſt ſuet 2 
a laying 
remedy that the infinitely wiſe God hath been at I dec 
much pains and expences in preparing for us, a grieve 
Which hath coſt him more than the creating of ten thoy 
fand worlds would haye done? a work upon wh 
Huis heart is ſo ſet, and wherein be hath ſo diſplapeſ cheſe 
bis glorious attributes and perfections; ea a wolf ven; 
Which he prefers to all his other worker How crimin 


* mult it be to the divine Majeſty, to prefer the den 


', they preſently nd acceſs; yea, tbe leaſt whip agony: 
-- - they make is hearkned to: But tho! Chriſt cry a/ou 505 
+ and; 4 tho his veice like: a trumpet in the goſpel offer 

m 1955 . e and e 


x : 2 fir 
, X — 4 


. 3.34% Sudifeation. 985 | 
egurded,: and fidds/ ſhut doors. What | ere 


Chit ſay) do you find in me, that the devil and 
id e before me? Can they do for 


iſ and unwiſe? 9 * ; hk.» 
34%, Refuſing. Chriſt as offered i in the goſpel is 15 
zrcondemning fin of the world, fee John iii; 1 | 

b. iti, 19. The ruin of finners under the zolh 5 
Lat the door of this fin, 28 if there were 5 1 na 
r charged upon them: And juſtly it is ſo; for if 
malefactor were Go, offend his life upon his kneeling and 
ceptiog the kings'remiſſien, if he refuſed to do this, 
* well be ſaid, that his refuſal haogs him. 0 fin- 

90 other ſin in the world, however great it be, 
wy condemn you, if you were not guilty of this 
of lighting Chriſt : But this is the fin which binds . 

e guilr'of all your other fins hard and faſt upon you; 
a, it-is the ſin that binds up the hands of omnipoten- 
j, that it cannot fave you. Chriſt's merits, tho” infinite, 
not Juſtify you, if you reject them; for the beſt me- 
deine chat ever was b cannot . unleſs i it 
e applied. 

Aby, Unbelief 40d lighting of Chriſt, tende* to de. 
tat the whole defign of the goſpel, and to render 
Chriſt's whole undertaking uſeleſs: For, What is it but 
ſaying on the matter, Tou have no neced of him; and 
Hi death was to no purpaſe ? May not Chrift look with 
d grieved heart upon vnbelieving ſinners, and fay, 1 
hate gone a long Journey, ſhed my precious blood, 
* and ſuffered the pains of hell, to ſave ſinners: But 

®theſe ſay on the matter, I might have ſtaid in hea- 

ven; I might have kept my blood in my veins; or, I 

died as a fool dieth: They give me no thanks for all 
my pains.” O ſinners, conſider what you are doing; 


would you go about to fruſtrate Chriſt's glorious expe 6 
lon, or give him cauſe to repoſe of his death. and bloody 
_. 4 
500%), This * brings on inevitable wrath and mi- 
* ONS i, + * Chriſt hath dro y love * * 


22 Y 2 14 8 7 partes 3» 0 N : j K 


_ 


ne I can do? r 247 1 the e 0. is > | | 


1 99 25 din appel , I | 
has a rod of iron; if you break his cords," be wilt 
bus rod: If mercy manage it, it will but wound youg nit 
but, if Z«ffice rake it, it will grind yon to powder in 5c 
O provoke not the Mediator to take his iron rod; ſu ed ſo 


bis vengeance is heavy. Tho“ he be the meek Lan e mic 


bf the devils: Fot they periſh, | becauſe they hare * 
Mecdiater; and von periſh. 


bery oven of God's wrath ſeem to be reſerved for! 


Cod, and be clad with prieſtiy gatments, yet he hu 
feet like braſs, ar if they burned ina furnace, both heary 
and hot to N on his enemies, Rey. i. 13, 15. i 
yen refuſe Chriſt, yout miſery is 28 inevitable as th 


; 
y 4 - 


\ becauſe you _ ha 
2 Mediator. O why will yon put yourfelves in d 

Game caſe with devils? Nay, your caſe, in ſome 
' Tpects, will be worſe than theirs; for they never 


: if a 
Jected a remedy, The moſt. feorching corners in 1) 


(bridl 


believers, Luke xi. 46. The breath of his mouth, tha 
before invited them, will eternally blow their fire, Ia dealt, 


XXX. 33. Mercy itlelf will be incenſed, and plead offi. 


'" to ſay for themſelves, Ve never had an ofer of Chri 


And fo many-knocks and calls every Sabbath to accepl 


'  gainſt them at the great day. You. will be more in | 
excuſable than the heathens: They will have ſomerhingſ® care 


o place 


aur never once heard of him: but what can you ſay foi mor 
pat t 


: yourſelves, who have had ſp many thouſand offen 


of Chriſt? Tou mult. ſurely ſtand f els: the re ft ( 
mains nothing for yon but a fearfa/ looking for ju e; 


mau, and fiery indignation, which foall\devour the a e 


$ 22, 23. The fes of Sodom were ſo monſtrous, tee 


- werfarics: Yea, it will be more tolerable for Soden MI re 


that day of judgment, than it ui be for you, lat. I 
they made a hell upon earth, O what puviſhment mu as we 


3 they have/ now, when the. beginnings of it in il pecially 


$ = have Cliglited the goſpel: Theſe will even goaſh the 
| - teeth for envy of the happineſs of a damned Sodom! 


world were ſo terrible; If the puniſhment, of the leat od 10 

n will be intolerable is that lake, O what will h Le 
3 5 r h the Sodomites borrid and unnatural fil 

| e? Yet their caſe will be eaſy, in reſpe& of them i 


Nay, 0 goſpel lighter, you will then wiſh a thoula 


Los DP oe 


| Sabbath Sandifcation.. 


ns 


n bad rather been living in Sodom, when fire 
brimſtone was rained from heaven on it, than have 


in Scotland, where Ore! was ä and the 9 


d ſo abundantly. . 
0 much for inward fins, 


- \ 


o outward ns of comin on the Lord's 4. 


E 


TOY in the pext place; to caution you againſt - 
outward fins, w joreby the Lord's 2 is too 


monly profaged. 


y, Beware of the fins of he wogue.; ub welt 
vial part of true religion to govern the tongue arizht: 
\ if any man. ſeem to be religious (faith James) 
bridleth not his tongue, that man's religion is vain. 
e topgue indeed is a moſt unruly thing; and there» 
the pſalmiſt treats it, as be would do an voreaſon- 
beaſt, Plal. xxxix 1. He keeps it in as with a 
ie, Cod bath ſet a double hedge about this E 
uber, both of the teeth and lips, (to ſhew- with | 
at cafe we ſhould keep it) and yet how oft doth. 
break looſe, notwithſtanding, of both? God . hath. 
placed it betwixt the brain and. the heart, that it 
H take counſel of bath; and yet how oft doth 
a0, without adviſing with either the one or the 
4 Goc hath, given us two ears, and but one 
doe; to teach us to hear much and ſpeak little. 


\ſwi/t o hear and few. 1% ſpeal, James. i. 19. for 
that refraineth bis lips is "wiſe, Prove x. 19. often 
e cauſe to jean: our. peking but ſeldom. our 


dee. 


Wye ought to watch our tongues every day, fo. 
dal on the Lord's day; for on this day we are 
bid to ſpeak our own words, Iſa. Iyii, 13. not only 
It we ibis day abſtain from lying, ſwearing con. 
kicking, backbitmg, &c. but alſo from all idle words, 
from all ſuch diſcourſe as is unſuitable to the work, 


this. day, tho' it might. 
ke bearis of men may be very 


FOOTE 


be lawful on othen days... 
much. known. by their 
* Sy Os Toy: out 1 the * * 


| © the leert the month enten. We goeſt by peo 
|  _ language what Todntry they belong to. Is thy ſhun 
'-. ' - vai und worldly upon the Lord's day? It is a fv 


ig of acarnal unrenewed heart; Thou art Galli 
9 ſpeech bewrayeth thee, Tbis is God's holy n 
and he will have it ſanctißed by our whole man, u 
dy out words as well as our actions: Ser 4 warch tf 
Ii day before your mouth, and keep the door of your ij 
auf ſtrive to /eaſdn your ſproch wwith grace; for yi 
may profane the Sabbath by your words as, well 25 
Four works, and by vain words as well ts by vile wort 
O then, what cauſe haye we to lament the profane 

of the Sabbath by vain and. idle diſcoorſes, which 

ſo common among us? If. Chriſt mould join ink] 
do many; this day, in their coming to and going frol 
ite church, as he did the two difciples going to £0 
maps on this day, al aut > 17). and aſk, Va 
manner of communications are theſe which you have o 
"With another? might not this queſtion ſtrike vs (pee 
_ , Jes and make us bluſk? Who can tell what day this] 
dy many people's diſcourſes? Jefts, ſtories and idle ul 
. are us comnian with them this day as on any other, | 
was Plato's propoſal, '7hat mers /precher ar their in 
1 4155 and tables ſhould be written, If this were prat 
|,  -» Bled on the Sabbath, would it not pot many to fan 
|  _ to read over theiywords before them? But tho! ne 
4 not Trepilter them, yet, remember, God doth it 
|. _ eſpecially oh hie own day, Which he hath ſo mod awful 
= Kore He has a book of 'remenibrance to will We 
'_ ' down all that men lay, as well as What they do, My „ 
. 16. See what he faith, Mat. xi. 36, that (cp 5 : 
ma cauſe us all tremble, and take heed to our wort y 
wille we have a day to live; 7 /ay unto you, that 
e idle word that min ſhall ſprak they ſhall give acti! 
'.  _ hereof at the day of julyment, O what long coll 
' - wil many have to clear for idle words on the 5 

© bath, -befides on other days! Aud if they mult 

.- _ _ count for idle words, how mach more for ill W 
'. ..  fnful worde, for baſe Res, zud bloody oaths? 01 
wdoogue is 2 world of iniqufty? How mall we wi 


| Sabhath-ſandification, „ 
1 Ga bar, without timeous tepentance, a 
ug ta Chrilt for mercy? If you would have your 
= renewed, and to become as. choice filver, to 

ik the language of Canaan on the Lord's day: then 
to get ſanQifed hearts: Cleanſe the fountain, that 
ſireams may run clear: ayaſh your heart from wick» 
oh, and let not vain thought:  hdge within you 
, iv. 14. Shut out vain, thoughts, as well av vile 
ite: And, if they break in upon you this day, 
s the raviſh'd. virgin under the law, cry out to God 
help, and you, ſball nat be held guiky. 1 
Secondly, There are ſins in action, rer the 855 = 
þ is frequently profaved by/many.' 
1f, Many incroach upon the Lord's holy day, and | 
fave it by worldly diverſions and recreations, and 
ſeeking their | pleaſures in the ßelds, which 1 have 
led already at ſome length: Others profane this 
ly day by making it a day of idlegels, or à viſiting, 
among their frieads add neighbours: Others by 
king it a reckoning-day with workmen and ſervants; _ 
d many profane i it by doing. unneceſſary ſervile work 


and about their bouſes, which might either be done 


(the Saturday. before, or delayed till Monday there» 
er; ſoch as the gatheting of peaſe, (hearing of graſt, 
ting and ſhearing at Rail, fetching in water, (weeping 
e houſe, drying of cloaths, brewing of ale, and the like. 
bee. things. pot being works of oeceſſiry or mercy, 
u our own. works, done for our worldly proßt, or 
| indulge our... carnal (eaſe or pleaſure, are auh 
lawful on the Sabbath, according 10 Iſa. Iviii. 13. 
tt, glas! how is. the Lord's day profaned by ths 5 
alles in ſome places of the land ?, Let miniſters do 
id fay what they will, fill many will be ſtealiag a 
ut of God's day for their ſervile work; and it can- 
it but be heinous and provoking in the Ggbt of God, 
in done againſt fo es light and manifold re» 
ii. r 
iet © Why do you 1 N us on this 
| account } | we do no harm to any? we thank hand | 
ve are 1 n oxipringeres Arann Ale. 


s 


ſtealing from God worſe than ſtealing from man, 1) 
Gas againſt. the firſt table greater than the fins a 


from God, may, ere all be done, come and (teal f 
men too; for falſe to God, true to no man. "May 


* 
8 9 


., the looder cry in his ears For vengeance. God ha 


22 5 e the Sabbath 


i 


955 - Klik. you no ſhame to be found robbing God of þ 


"mm on e * 


e ma you are thieves, for you n 2 God, 5 
"Neal from, him that which is his pre right, for 
ſeventh day is the Lori, Ton wo PV be aſhamed 
de found ſealing any of your neighbour's goods, 1 


holy day? 1s not facrilege the worſt Kind of the 
the — table? Beſides, tbey that begin thus to fl 


thief at the gibbet hath confeſſed; that he began 
- Joole life and Realing with breaking of the Sabbark-diy 
2 this was his 3 io; and te Gebo of all th 
re . 

Oly ect. « We are not fingular,/ we as bur” what 
« ' neighbours and others about us do.”  - 

Anf. You. 1 to be ſi ingular, and do mon 
col and your ſouls than others, if you would en 
in at the firait gate. God forbids you to follow ami 
_ Litule to do evil, Exod. xxiii. 2. The commonte 
of a fin doth not extenuate but aggravate it in ti 
_ fight of God; for, the more common it be, it hi 


- Fommon plagues for common fns in this world, and 
common hell fer common finners in the world to cont 
_ Think not, that your aſſociation -with .others will an 
viſe alleyiate your torments in that lake below; ny 
it will rather heighten them: For the more faggots 
throw into a fire, it will burn the more vehemently. | 
Otzen. „ Theſe things which we do are but lit 
© # triſles, ſoon gone, and do not kinder God's ſervice 


Aus. 1fl. . FE yot gathering a 6. flicks on i 
END as little? yet we ſee bow highly. God reſents 
Think o fin ſmall which is committed againſt 

| Fo God, and his hely law. There is more oy 
the leaſt: lin, than all the angels in heaven, or ten lle 
_— worlds can expiate; and, if its guilt or punill 
wen de to fog were Rid opon thee, it en 


3% . #4 1 
N if * 
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* 56 thy teeth eternally, and curſe the day that 
wer. thou waſt born: Nothing leſs than the death of 


ke eternal Son of God can make atonement for the 


Laſt a. Believe it then, that leſſer fins, if known 
nd reſerved, will carry thee to hell as ſurely as greater 
las; for, the leſs the ſin be, the leſs tentation halt thou 
o commit it, and the leſs excuſe" for it. A ſmall leak in 
open will fink her, as well as a greater; a 
pen knife will kill a man as well as a ſword. 
f thou —— Satan but the ſmalleſt grip of thy ſoul, he 
vill pull thee to hell by it, even as a butcher can drag A 
dealt to the ſhambles by one foot, as well as when bound 
by all four : And, if Satan get thee to hell, be doth not 
much care by what ſins thou goeſt thither, whether {mall 
pr great. , 
| 4 God hath framed all his OD OR in ius ate 
wiſdom and he beſt knows what is conſiſtent with his 
own worſhip, and what is moſt for his own glory. 
It is preſumption in any man to ſay, That this or that 
piece of our work on the Sabbath will be no hinde- 


unde to the ſervice of God, ſeeing be himſelf hath 5 


kid, In it thou ſhalt do no manner of work : The Iſrael- 
nes mult not gather manna this day, Exod: xvi. 0 
wight-ſome have ſaid, Why ? it will not hinder God's 
« ſervice; we gather it early in 0 morning, and ſo we 

4 will de at God's worſbip in time enough, and have all 
u the reſt of the day to ſerve him: Again, we need not 
« travel far for it; it lies round about the camp, and 


near our very doom; it will be ns great labour; And | 


* belides we may have good thoughts in time of doing 


4 it”. No, you muſt not be wiſer than God; he hath ſer 995 


apart this day for his own uſe, and you maſt wor cut 
and-carve upon it. 

in like manner, ſome 0 Weir walking or wing 
Ing. upon the Lord's day; O ſay they, e con \mploy . 
eur thoughts profitably by the way. But tho? you could 
do it, pray, can yo undertake that your example ſhall - 
bare 50 ill effect upon others who are looking on you? | 
What think you of that awful word, Mat. v. 19. 
* 8 anne, of ö Your VO. | 
Hi Ce G 
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' and ſhall teach men ſo 97 is; ſhall make others break 
it by what he doth or ſaith) he ſhall be called the leafs (ip matte 
in the kingdom of heaven? ' pp 
Au h, Vanity and paudineſs of apparel is oppoſite to on © 
tte fanctification of the Sabbath. Some oreſs uy {PW 
\\ themſelves this day in fuch vain attire, and undecent Peep J 
' _ Faſhions, as tend to draw. the eyes of others to gaze ale! 
upon them, and ſo their hearts to wander from God me in 
aud his worſhip. Think what guilt you hereby dau give 
upon yourſelves, of the fins of others as well as your if zah, 
-own. The practices of ſome heathens may put many WP 
profeſſed Chriſtians among vs to the bluſh, Valerius 
Maximus tells of a heathen young, man, named Sparina, ap 
who was exceeding beautiful; but obſerving that mam an 
fixed their eyes on him, and fearing the conſequence lying 
of it, he disfigured: his face, leaſt his beauty ſhould MF 
prove à ſnare to others. May not this heathen es- ** 
 demn ſuch, who are ſo far from disfiguring themſelves jath ne 
leſt they ſhould prove a tentation to others, that they poltles 
_ - disfigure+ their faces by painting and patching, to ſeen a 0 
more beautiful than God has made them, without] 
. fearing whatever the conſequences. of it may prove clone 
18 not this a ſhewing a diſlike of God's workmanſtih ente 3 
and a defire to mend it? Jezebel was infamous for 
this art, and no ſober woman ſhould deſire to followh|8*** tl 
eber faſhion. A Cbriſtian ſhould be fo far from beit Le 
proud or vain of his apparel, that the ſight of his gr 
ments ſhould humble him, and keep bim in mind ho 
be came to need them: Was it not fin that ſtript ma 
of his glory, covered him with ſhame, and put hi 
to ſeek clothes for to hide it? Would it not be diſtrae 
ion in a melefactor to pride "himſelf in a ſtigu e 5 © 
wich he had got for a foul crime? Conſider alſo t. © 
.._ . .- garments You are proud of what they are: The dent © 
- have the ſame naturally to cover them, and will yo 
de proud of a beaſt's covering? It was the ſaying 0 
\ AK heathen to a vain gallant, Why art thou proud 
tat which a ſheep wore before thee ?” Or, what thi 
- - * they+be finer than wool? yet their original is no bet 
. © - er, but rather worſe: What are yelyets, filks 4 
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tins, but the excrements of a vile worm? and is that | 
matter to be vain of? Remember, that ere long God 


ill cauſe thee wear another ſuit thou wilt have ſmall 


aſon to be proud of; he will even clothe thee with Ill}; 
rms and putrefaction- May not the thoughts hereof JI 
tep' you humble, and teach you to come to the church 


nrely and decently apparelled ? eſpecially ſince you 
ome into the preſence of that God who re. the proud, 


wt gives grace lo the humble, 


34, The inſtitution: of holy days is an incroach- 
nent upon the fourth command, and oppoſite o the 


ndlification of the Sabbath, which is the only day 
ow appointed to be kept holy to God. What is it, 
ut an uſurping of Chriſt's legiſlative power, and a vi- 
lying of the Lord's day to ſet ſaints days, or days of 
luman ifſtitutton, on a level with it, by obliging peo- 
ile to abſtain from labour thereupon. - The church 


ts and angels, and keep them to their honour, for 
ibliſking their praiſe, and commemorating their acts, 
ace this is a piece of worſhip that belongs only to God, 
| Laſily, Not a few in ſome parts of the country do 


ofane this holy day, by their ſet cabals and drinking, 


peetings upon it, by reading profane books, and telling 


rolane ſtories, by ſeofling at religion and religious per- 


vos, apd by many. ether acts of wickedneſs. Alas! 
bat helliſh madneſs is this, that ſome are given up to! 
is even a riding poſt to hell, a dedicating God's holy 
lay to the honour and ſervice of the devil, a hanging 
it a flag of. defiance againſt heaven, and declaring 


# verfions and pleaſures, is to keep the Sabbath of the 
golden calf. - But to keep the Sabbath in drugkenneſs 
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ak no power to conſecrate ſuch days; nay, the a» 
oltles did it not: There is no word of their conſecrat? 
a day to Stephen the proto-martyr, nor to James 
whom Herod killed with the ſword. Yea, it may be 
reckoned an idolatrous practice to conſecrate days to 


var againſt your Maker. It is the ſaying of one, To | 
keep the Sabbath in an idle manner, is to keep the 
Sabbath of oxen or aſſes; to keep the Sabbath in di- 


+ and lewdneſs, is the Sabbath af Satan, or the devil's _ 


| OI lr WW , 
8 eee n wg 
1 5 | , | 1 . "= | 
As Co Sins oppoſite to 5 

. ©, holy-day.” O profane ſinners, what a drexdjy wine 


mark of wickedneſs is it, to dedicate God's day to th 
' devil! You cannot poſlibly offer a greater affront ani 
indignity to the God of heaven, than to ſerve the dejj 


+ foleninly conſecrated to the honour and ſervice of ti 
great God. And, can you think that a jealous G0 


ven and earth with a word, and by a word can unhin 
them again; yea, „ breath of his mouth can crun 


enemies never ſo numerous, he is: fully able to malter 
| them, and will certainly do it, Prov. xi, 21. 70 hank 
Join in hand, yet the wicked ſhall not be unpuniſhed. 0 
what cauſe have we to pity and pray for ſuch heaven dats 
ing finners, and weep in ſecret places for their ſouls 


their Maker; who live as if either there were no hel 


or were afraid it thould be full ere they go thither; anl 
who ſeem to long to be companions of devils and dat 


_ creatures, who deſerve to be puniſhed etervally from b 
. your ſoals with the views of his redeeming love, and es 
upon them, and go about to. weary” the Lord by yo! 


fis, when he offers ſweet -reſt to you! O believe 
urs, Sabbath breaking is not ſuch @ light fig as milf 


in the works of darkneſs, upon that very day whichi 


will 'paſs fuch an indignity, and take no notice of it] 
Do ye thus provoke the Lord to jealouſy? are ye ſtrong 
than he ? Will you fight againſt him that made bez 


ble you. to duſt? What are you in his fight, but as 
handful of fiily worms? and do you think to be able i 
wage war againſt the Almighty? No, no; be the com 
bination never ſo ſlrong, the rebels never ſo ſtout, th 


who wilfully deſtroy themſelves and pour contempt 0 


ned ſpirits ! The God of infinite merey open the eye 
and ſtop the career of ſuch, before they be beyond tht 
reach of mercy. T9 re 

And, before I cloſe, let me aſk the breakers of th 
Sabbath, What they will anſwer to the Author of tht 
Fabbath, for deſpiſing and abuſing ſuch a rare privilege 
the Sabbath is? When the Lord calls you poor ff 


preſence: to come and enter into his reſt, and retrel 


rich them with the treaſures of bis grace ſet open befort 


you: O What a fin muſt it be for you to turn your bad 


5 
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pine 3 furely the day is very near when you ſhall be 


wught to think on theſe days you now miſpend and 
e light of. O how will you then mourn for the'loſs 


theſe precious Sabbaths which God gave you to find 


ace and reſt to your ſouls in, when you ſhall have no 


| night nor day, but the (moke of your burning and 
ment ſhall aſcend for ever and ever! How will you 


burn then to ſee Abraham's boſom afar off, and thou- 


nds at reſt in it whom you hated, and where you might 
been at reſt as well as they, if you had not deſpiſed 


te reſt of the Sabbath here below! It is ſaid Lam. i. 4. 


u/ſalem remembred in the days of her miſeries, all 


r pleaſant things that ſhe had in the days of old; then 


adverſaries ſaw her, and did mock at her Sabbaths. 


the days of your miſeries approach. O Sabbath 
ers, when with ſad hearts ye ſhall remember the 
leafant ordinances and ſeaſons of grace you had of old; 
id then the devils and heathens will mock at you for 


te loſs of your Sabbaths l Why then ſhould you go to 
dd to. the fins and miſeries of your eternal ſtate, the 
gioous guilt of abuſing ſuch a great number of precious 
baths as God in his mercy now affords you for the: 


wing of your ſouls! _ 
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I shall conclude this ſubject with a ferious exhortatin 


ſiuch fatal ends. i | | 
UI. God's great - goodneſs," and gracious deſign ! 


gations to keep it conſcientiouſly : He gives it not lo 
you. He hath not commanded the buſineſs of tht 


ſelf; but it is that he may give reſt to your bod 
And heavenly refreſhment to your ſouls. Would jo 
bare Chriſt and the riches of his grace? Would j 


* 
#22 the $::. 


* . 
4 


1 to all ranks, ſtricttly to obſerve the Lord's day. N Chri/ 

and conſider what hath been already ſaid, and you wi ih 

| _* find many arguments for preſling this exhortation : ny n, eye 
' , this is the ſcope of all that hath been ſaid. But, i eothe 
16 — es may the more effectually be convinced of the excel nd wil 
ency and neceſſity of this duty, 1 ſhall further ſubjoi y of 
a ͤ nnd, ſore fo 
I. The ſtrict obſervation of the Sabbath is the nuf, or 
effectual mean for preventing atheiſm and profaneneſi nd cru: 

nn regard that, by the frequent recurring thereof, the e the 
membrane of Chriſt and heaven is ſtil} kept up, and eat © 


and vice are kept under conſtant rebukes and diſgraee Tabor, 
If it were not for the obſervation of the Sabbath, arciſn 


and irreligion- would quickly overſpread the world 


op Aud there is nothing tends more to harden the bean be to 
fear the conſcience, and give looſe reins to the ſcandal 


ous ſins and outbreakings, than the profanarion of th 


Sabbath. This (as hath been ſaid) many malefactors Ul. 
\*  Bibbets have confeſſed to have been the firſt beginning ofif:Recelle; 

their looſe lives, and that which paved the way to the ud he 
bother wicked courſes, and provoking God to leave thenjiſthe wo 

to fall into theſe heinous crimes which brought them eur kin 


allowing you the Sabbath, lays you under ſtrong. obi 


@ penance but a privilege, It is not that he may get ad 
vantage from you, but that he may give bleſſings i 


world ta ceaſe every ſeventh day, becauſe he is tire 
with governing the ſame, or to take any eaſe to bim 
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ve your ſouls nouriſhed, and weak graces repaired ? 
hen keep the Sabbath, for it is God's weekly market- 
y; and a free market it is, wherein we may bay 
ithout money and without price, the richeſt commodi- 
s that heaven and earth can afford, even the-bread 
1d water of" life for the lives of our ſouls, the wine 
f Chriſt's blood to chear us, the milk of his _— to 
duriſn us, the gold of bit grace to enrich us, and his pre- 
ous eye. ſalve to enlighten us, and his white raiment to 
othe and adorn us. Is this day ſo profitable to us, 
id will we not regard it? It is the ſouls feſtival, a 
ay of reaping and ingathering, and of laying up in 
ore for the time to come. It is, God's ſtated alms- 
ay,' or publick deal: day, wherein he ſcatters bleſſings 
nd:crumbs- of the breaz of life among needy ſouls. It 
the queer of days, the dawning of glory, and day- 
rea of heaven. It is the day for afcending mount 
[abor, to ſee Chriſt transfigured before our eyes; and 
or getting to the top of Piſgah, to get a ſight of the 
romiſed land. O then! what horrid ingratitude muſt 
tbe ta a good God to profane this bleſſed day, and 
ipht-God's' unſpeakable kindneſs in allowing it to us 
ir ourgfouls advantage? ne 
III. The ſtrict obſervation of the Sabbath is an 
xcellent mean to ſweeten both the thoughts of death 
nd heaven to us. 1½, As for death a retiring from 
be world once a week, will prepare us to welcome 
bur final removal from it the more chearfully. But 
they who think it hard to leave their worldly concerns 
or a day to worſhip God, when they expect to return . 
lo them on the morrow ;- what a bard pull muſt it be 
for them to part with them altogether at death, never 
tore to come back to them? And this we muſt all 
hortly do whether we will or no: But to a conſcien- 
nous keeper. of the Sabbath, the parting with the 
vorld will not be ſuch a hard taſk, '2dly, It will alſo 
Ivecten the thonghts of heaven to us; for the work 
ad comforts of the Sabbath below, are the foretaſtes 
of the employments and .enjayments of the everlaſting 


bath above: And they who delight in the -Sabbaths | IBY 


x; 286 eee 5 
on earth (which are the days of heaven, and it 
- efatublances of it) cannot but rejoice id the fore- 
; - _ of celebrating the eternal Sabbath above ig 
the immediate.fruition of God's preſence, and behold 
ing him as he is forevermore, But the thoughts of 
heaven can be. nowiſe pleaſant to a Sabbath breaker; 
yea; it would be an uneaſy. priſon to him: For, if it 
de a pennance to him to be a few days in God's workip 
now, What a puniſhment would it be to "pe to be 
engaged in this work for ever? 


IV. Conſider who it is that requires you to o ſaudi 
the Sabbath, even that good and gracious God who 


| © giveth you all things richly to enjoy; that God who 


giveth. yon your being, your breath, your health, your 
food, and all earthly. comforts. O how bountiful is 
he to the ſons of men! he gives you the ſun io the 
- heavens to ſhine upon your bodies, and the Son of 
his love to die for your ſouls. He allows you fix 
days for your profit; and pleaſure, he reſerves one for 
bis glory and ſervice; and will you not frankly gie 
bim bis one day, when he is ſo liberal. to you? Say 
| then to your vain companions, . when they would 


tempt you to profane the Lord's day, as Joſeph tv 
| Potiphar's wife, when ſhe tempted him to fin, Gen. 


XXXIx. 9. My maſter hath not kept back any thing from 

mus but. thee, becauſe thou art bis wife ; how then cat 
1. de this great wickedneſs, aud fin again God? 8 
ſay you, God the ſovereign Lord and Maſter of the 
World hath kept back no time from me, but one da), 
| becauſe it was his; how then can I do this great wick 
_ edveſs, and fin againſt God? 0 

V. A conſcientious keeping 40 the Sabbath diſpoſeth 
? - the ſoul the more for the ſervice of God all the wel 
over. If your ſoul be in a good frame on the Sabbath, 
it will proſper the better all the week for it: Your 
ceonſcience will be the more tender, your thoughts tis 
more ſpiritual, and your affections the more livel 
If, you be in the mount of God on the Sabbath, ide 
face of your 88 lhe be io to {we in hol 
* the _ | 


ly day 
[ wy 
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VI. Our regard to the Sabbath is à trying teſt of 
e ſtate and frame of our ſouls, whether we be ſpiritu 


"or canal, love God or the world moſt, it tries alſo 
e conditions of our graces, whether they be waxing 
; weaving, in'a profpering or decaying 4tate. Hence 


od frequently calls the Sabbath a fg betwixt him and 
r people, Exod, xxxi. 17. Ezek. xx. 12, 20. And 
deed our conſcientious keeping and ſanctifying of the 
bath is a ſign to us ſeveral ways. ñ 


., It is * of God's ſanctifying our hearts, and 


evidence 
ly Spirit. 


f a good work wrought in us by the 
adb, It is 2 clear Gign'to diſtinguiſh us from the un- 


nRified and profane people of the world, 
zl, It is a fign of our having a conſcientious re- 
rd to all the other commands of God; and all ob- 


wing perſons will find this ſign to hold in their dai- 
experience, If you keep not this command of ſanc- 
hing the Sabbath, it is a ſign you will little regard 


[the reſt, If you ſerve not God on his own day you 
ilt make little conſcience of ſerving him in the follow- 


g days of the week, but on the contrary, if you wor- 


ip God fincerely on the Sabbath, and regard this 


dly day, it is à token you will regard all other duties 5 


f religion, Let us obſerve theſe noticeable words 
God, Jer, xvii. 24, 26. He hallow the Sabath day, 
% 16 work therein Then Hall they come from the 
ties of Fudah, and all other places, bringing burnt ef- 
rings, meat offerings, incenſe, and ſacrifices of praiſe 
uo the hauſe of the Lord; that is, The church of God 


dd true religion ſhall flouriſh, and the name of the 
oft High be 'exalted in the world. And indeed for 


y part, I deſpair ever of fecing Chriſtianity- and re- 


mation conſiderably advanced in the world, till 
ite the Lord's day come to be highly eſteemed, 
id ſity obſerved.” For ſtill it is to be ſeen, where- 
rr religion flouriſheth in the power of it, there it 
| that moſt conſcience is made in the obſervation of 
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A - qthly, The conſcientious keeping of the Sabbath h 
ige betwixt God and his people; in reſpect it is a 
ken of a good underſtanding; and corre ſpondent 
betwixt him and them, that controverſies are remored 
and peace and friendſhip maintained. To whom 
it that God manifeſts moſt of his gracious preſena 
nad the emanations of his ſpecial love? Surely it beg, b 
| thoſe who have the Lord's day bigheſt in eſteem, u diſe 
who are the molt ſtrict and careful obſervers of i 
Upon all which accounts, Laſh, The Spirit of G 
makes this duty a Ggn and character of the bleſſed mu 
For, Iſa. Ivi. 2. (ſpeakiag with a ſpecial eye to th 
New Teſtament times) he ſaith, Bleed is the man tha 
 Reepeth the Sabbath from polluting im. 
O Chriſtians, would you be bleſſed indeed? th 
ſanctify the Lord's day, by fincere worſhipping you 
Creator, who this day made light firſt to ſhine; a 
 honouring your Redeemer, who this day roſe fror 
. the grave and compleated the work of your reden 
ption. As the angel ſaid to the women that came 
mme ſepulchre, Mat. xxviii. 6. Ho is not here, be is ri 
28 be ſaid come, ſee the place where the Lord lay: $ 
ſay I to every true lover of Chriſt, He it not here, | 
it riſen; come, obſerve the time when the Lord riſe 
_. Obſerve it to his honour and praiſe, and he will ſure 
bleſs you, and make you glad with the light of hi 
| countenance. There was never any who truly obſer 
| ved this command, but will ſay, that rare and biel 
5 2 the fruits which are to be reaped from this blelſ 
Would you then ſhare of theſe fruits and plea 
"God in keeping his Sabbath? then take the follows 
advices; (1) Remember to honour and glorify C0 
_ - - the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghoſt, upon 4 
holy day, by aſcribing to each Perſon of the ble 
Trinity the glory of his proper work. As, al 
- to the Father the glory of his power, wiſdom and 900 


._ _ neſs in creating the world for our accommodation all 
+ _  contriving our recovery, when we had loſt ourſehe 
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had reviewed his work with delight.——2, We ought - - 
glorify the Son this day, by aſcribing to him the 
nour of undertaking and carrying on the work of 
rredemption,. by his incarnation and death, and by 
; riſing from the dead on the third day, now ſet apart 
r the Lord's Sabbath, —3. We are to glorify the Holy 
hoſt, by aſcribing to him the honour of applying the 
rcþaſed redemption *to believers in his work of re- 
neration and ſanctification, which he began in a glo- 
pus manner by that wonderful effuſion on the church 
the day of Pentecoſt, being alſo the Lord's day. In 
is manner we ought to glorify God, giving honour to 
te Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, upon this holy day, 
we would keep the Sabbath acceptably to the Lord, 
(2.) Let us mind the direction of the Holy Ghoſt in 
hk. Iviii, 13. with reſpe& to the keeping of this day, 
b wit, to call the Sabbath 2 delight, the holy of the 
Lord honourable; and honour him, not doing our own 
ways, nor finding our own pleaſure, nor ſpeaking our own 
wrds, Which direction teacheth us, that the beſt 
yy to prevent - Sabbath-breaking, and to -honour 
God on his own day, is to call the Sabbath a delight. 
that we knew what this meaneth! 
ue. When may we be ſaid to call the Sabbath 
our delight??? ee ST 08 
Anu. 1, We call it our delight when we rejoice 
the approach of the Sabbath, and make due prepa- 
nation for jt; and when we ſolace our -ſouls, in the 
joyful expeRation of communion with God on his own 
bay, ſaying with David, Pſal. xliii. 4. Then will I go 
unto the altar of God, unto God my exceeding joy, —— 
2, When we give the Sabbath an early welcome and 
ſtir up ourſelves to ſeek God betimes upon it; like 
david, Pſal. Ixii. 1. © God, thou art my God, early 
will 1 ſeek thee.—3. When we are diſſatisfied with | 
ibeſe things that would hinder us from the right keep- 
wg” of the Sabbath, and are grieved that we can 
ep  Sabbaths no better. 4. When we eſteem 
every minute of Sabbath-time to be moſt precious, | 
and ate careful that none of it be waſted away; but | 


= may not juſtle out another; that is, to be ſo early i 


\ family-duties; and fo to perforth theſe,” that they mg 


90 tn Brjoriation 
order matters ſo wiſely, that one duty of the Sabel 
our cloſet devotion, that the cloſet may not hinde 


not iperdach upon God's publick worſhip. 5. Whe 
we are concerned to have all belonging to us to key 
the Sabbath as well as ourſelves, and glad to ſee th 
boly day regarded and honoured by all about us; the 
it may be ſaid, we call the Sabbaib @ delight. 
Now, after all 1 have ſaid, let me come in the end 
in the name of that great Lord who-inſtituted the $al 
bath for his own glory, and the good of men, carneſt 
ly to exhort, beſeech and obteſt all ranks and degree 
of perſons, whether they be parents or children, nuſÞbbat 
ſters or ſervants, magiſtrates. or people, young or oldÞmpute 
to put all honour and reſpect upon this holy day; r dot 
ſanctiſy it as God requires, and abſtain from all word ed it 
ly employments and recreations upon it. Do not grueg i böſe 
your Maker his one day of ſeven, but be willing ald 
dedicate it wholly ro bis worſhip and ſervice. O bo hem f 
do think to ſpend a whole eternity in God's bo Nat da 
| Preſence, and in holy ſpiritual. exerciſes, if you cue; 
bring yourſelves to ſpend one day in a week in bo pine 
work ?—Again, fee that you be impartial in his fa ich 
vice; be as willing to hear what God ſaith to you fo s o 
his word, as you would have God to hear what 5 
| Jay to him in prayer, Some are all for prayer, 4] 
they were only to tell God what they would have fra 
him; but care not for ſermons, or ſor hearing wi 
od requires and expects from them: But, if 5 
would bave God-to hear yaur prayers when you ſpe 
to him, you miſt diligently'bearken to his word wiK 
he ſpeaks to you. It is by hearing the word upon 
Lord's day that Gad bath converted, many thoulan 
10 himſelf. The Sabbath is a. merciful inſtitutions 
loſt ſinners for their ſalvation, and many have bes 
' and will for ever be thank ful for it: For hereby the 
have been led to make proper ſtands in life, and to f 
view their bypaſt actions, ſo as to order their c 
more wiſely tor the time to come; Which they | 
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HER g the Sabbath. | WED 291 
pre own, i they had not been led to 2 religious re- 79 


irement on the Lord's day. 


"Seeing 2 day is ſoch a vickog and privilege | : 5 | 


o the world let me intreat parents, maſters, magi- 


ates, and all who have power to exert it for promo- 
ing the keeping, of it. You are not only to ſanQify 
he Sabbath yourſelves, but alſo vou muſt do your ut- 
poſt that theſe under you. do it likewiſe, This you 
re bound to by the Lord's expreſs charge in the fourt! 


ommand, where it is ſaid, Thou, thy ſon, thy daugh- 


er, thy ſervants, the flranger within thy gates ; impor- 


ting, that you are to uſe your power and influence o- 
er all within your gates, to cauſe them obſerve the 
abbath, and keep them from profaning it; leſt God 


toſe religious who are under their, juriſdictios; but it 
vuld put them in a likely way of being ſo, to keep 


i ought to be the great care of parents with reſpect 


rſt things that children are capable of, namely, to di- 
liopuiſh this day from others: And then they ſhould 
e taught to lay aſide their other days diverſions, even 
elore- they are capable of godly exerciſes; and thus 


beginning of wiſdom. This method God took to 
roduce religion into the world: It was his firſt ap- 
ointment. and inſtitution, to reſt on the ſeventh day, 


Il heads of families follow this great example. 4 
Likewiſe, we ſee God requires maſters to uke care 
at their ſervants and all within their gates keep the 


ne 


pute their ſins. to you, as to Eli in the like caſe, We 
dr not uſing your power to reſtrain them. It is not in- 
deed ih the power of perſons in authority to make all 


en from ſuch things as would binder the religion f 
hat day, and cauſe them attend the means of inſtrut- 
lion; agd alſo to tell them in private of the reſt and 
uppineſs of the world to come, purchaſed by Chriſt, 
nich the right keeping of the Sabbath leads unto, 
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d their children in younger years. It is one of the 5 
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ley are gradually to be inured to 8abbath-keeping as 


d to ſanctify it, Gen. ii. Z- as if he deſigned this to 1 8 
+ the foundation and begi ginning of all religion. Let — | 
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dum to do [0; for, if you be careful that your ferran 
Ado their duty to God, God will take care that you 
ſetvants do their duty to you In lig manner, 41 
© civil magiſtrates, who are the Fathett of cities an 
llates, ſhould uſe their power over all within their gay 
or juriſdiction, to cauſe them obſerve God's holy day 
We ſec Nehemiah threatned bodily puniſhment on t 
men of Tyre for breaking dhe Sabbath, Neh. xii. 2; 
and Jeremiah, by God's appointment, calls upon ti 
princes to ſee that the Sabbath be not profaned, ul 
dat upon their bigheſt peril, Jer, xvii. 19, 25, ) 
and hence it is, that our kings and parliamenis han 
made ſo many excellent laws againſt the profanation 
ef the Sabbath. May God put it into the hearts d 
'-- theſe, who onght to be-preſervers-and executors of lam 
to put them in execution This would tend much 
' ; ITN the glory of God, and to the welfare of nations, citich 
dad families, — But, /afily, Let me exhort all in in 
- . | prior ſtations, both young and old, to obſerve the fourth 
' Command, as they regard the ſalvation of their pred 
ous and immortal ſouls in the eternal world, and the 
| e of their conſciences when they come to lye « 
à death · bed, which they ſhould be looking out for eve 
| _ Let me addreſs both young and old upon this 


' 


fy ch. 
il lon 
1 


| 


1 I. As for you that are young, I intreat you to | 
member the Sabbath. day, to keep it holy. Improve th 
day with all care and earneſtneſs: for it is the d. 
wherein poor ſinners uſually begin their acquaintind 
with God, and converſion to him: And the proper it 
ſion for this work is the time of youth; for now the heat 
m moſt tender and pliable and ſooner melted for f 
tan afſterwards, when you come to greater age: Ie 
dme longer you go on in fin, the heart will tum i 
Wl. harder, and the conſcienee more ſeared; The lon 
|. _you forget Gad, the more eſtranged you will gros 
and unwilling to return to him. The branches of 
tte while, young, may be bowed and trained vp uf 
Way; but, when they are old they will not ply. 
I Again, conkder, that the ſooger you begin 19 i 
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embor” thee, the 5 of thy youth, the lave 
lins eſpouſals, when thon wenteſ} after me in the 


alls and invitations you reſiſt, the more kindly 


he was youngelt and earlieſt converted. See how af- 


„to be ſure Chriſt loved him far more. 


hs no 
you be old and bald headed: No, he may even take you 


by the hairy ſealp while you are im your youthful vigour | 
ud freſhneſs, and poi you 10 he bath- dove my a, 


would mind your ſouls, and We 
days of youth, rake theſe 


. l few We | 


1 
oung felt if you 
katy he Sabbath in the 
key directions: 


leppof you, Alas! many young folk think it as im- 


proper for them to be thinking on their graves, 0 •0 ä 
think of going to bed at noon; their fun is high, ank 


tis a lopy ume to night; they look on death ar forty 
or fifty years diſtance, O what fol 
dot ſee graves of your length, and 


ls of your ſize, 


| he. + 
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0 | 16 fandifythe Beth, Fl OY 
+ the Sabbath, and be ſerious about 3 your n a 7 
ill love you the berter, - See how he' ponies tha 
ndoeſs-of youth. Jer. it. 2. Thus ſaith the Lord, q 9 


neſs, Ge. He loves thoſe who come in at the ft — 5 
und of the goſpel, far more than rebels, who ſtand 
vt till the laſt, that they can do no more, The 3 3 
1 be accepted of God: He "loved a young Abijab, Fl! 
young Joſiah, a young Timothy; and John is called ll 
the * Sſeiple whom Jeſus loved, John xiii, 23. becauſe 


ſectionately Paul ſalutes Epenetus, by the title of his ; : 
well beloved, becauſe of his being Chrilt's firſt fruits in 
_ Rom: 'xvi, 5. And if Paul loved him ſo —_ || 


Fans do not think that juſtice will ſpare you, 
F it find you. ity fin, and out of Chriſt, becauſe yon 
are young, Preſume not upon mercy upon this ac | 

unt; remeber that threatning, Pſal. laviti, 21. 
bud frull wound the brad of bir enemies, and the hairy 
of: him that: gooth' on fili in bit ir „ You - 

ground to think that he will ſpare you til! 


2 this? Do zen 


W the church-yard'? Vea, do you not fee io 1 'Þ 
ng; io ode that lives to old age ? Oey...” [| 
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5 294 1 is Exlortation 5 


1555 menity be thay. dy frequent ſubjects of your welt 
RA . on the Lord's day. . 
£8 8 2y, Think much this day upon your rileneh 
| bes "miſery by nature, that you, are children af wrath, 
bein: of hell, enemies to God, and frangers to Chriſt an 
tte covenant of. grace ; yea, ſervants to ſin, and bond. 
1 Auer to 1he devil + For the prodigal neyer thought of 
>, + Te. ning to his Father, till he law himſelf 1 in a loſt and 
= 1 conditio. 
= 34h, Think much on ' Chriff's 1 fulneſs, and 
= ſuitableneſs for-all your wants and maladies, In hin 
you may find a remedy for whatever troubles you, 1z 
it guilt? here pardon. Is it great ſins? here's a Res 
dieemer's blood that cleanſeth from all fin. Are you cons 
diemned ? here ſufficient righteouſneſs to juſtify you. | 
paollution and filthioeſs your fear? here a deep and open 
Fountain that runs continually... Are you chained 
= priſoners ? here liberty. Are you drowned in debt! 
|. here a'Ranſom and Surety. Are you diſeaſed ? here 
Balm. Are you poor? here fine gold. Are you dead! 
beie the Reſurrection and the Life. Are you ſtarving? 
© here the manna and the fatted calf. Are you. weak, 
8 unable for duty? here all ſufficient grace and frength, 
$1 he it able ta fave, them to the uttermeſt, all that 
3 bk 4 to God by bim: And particularly, he ſays, of lute 
children, Suffer them to come unte- me; and, Him that 
it cometh (ſaith he) I will in no wiſe caſh out. 
A1 by, Let children and young folk carefully attend 
1 otdinances. this. day. in the church; lye cloſe. by the 
pool fide, till it pleaſe the Angel of che covenant t0 
come and put you in. Study to remember what youſ 
bear, and-give an account thereof to. Your parents whey 
wm come home. | 


B . Early — ab 4 Ir the OW. own; 
1 5 nas much of them this day, and meditate on them, yet 
Fial. ix, 9, Wborewithal, ball a young, man clan den 


du quay? | by taking bead tbereunto according ie ti 
„werd, How came Timothy to be well acquainted with 

Ohriſt and his, iy 7 but Wa e 4 OY: be knew 
„ eee 2 n 1 ks 1 8 
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Gib, Be much this day in prayer; for the prayers Mt} 

of young folk are very pleaſage muſick in God's cars if 
t would de both. very pleaſant and profitable, if chil» | |} 
dren of the Tame family would take ſome time this day, 
to meet, and read and pray together; for ſo the e, 
anples, and bearing of one another, would be mutu- © if 
ally helpfal, and ſtir them up to a concern about their 
duty. It is the fault of parents, that do not put them {fl} 
on do this practice. 16 cHildrea. did thus begin early - 
to the ſervice of God, it would become habitual ws l 
delightful to them afterwards. But, alas! inſtead of 
this, many parents let their children run and play thro? | 
the fireets,, and in the church and church - ard, on the 1 
Sabbath, without reſtraint. But let ſuch parents re- 14 
member, that tho' children die in their ini quities, yer 
| their blood God will require at their hand one dax. 

U. 1 ſhall eloſe wich a. word to aged people. You 

that are old men and women, give ear to what l am 
to lay. Confider how many Sabbaths you have miſ- 
ſpent, and mourn for it. la 'threeſcore years time, 
you bave above three thouſand Sabbaths to reckon for, 
Aud if God lay judgment to the line, and righteouſnie/s 
to the plumet, you will not be able to anſwer for one 
ef them. O bumble yourſelves deeply before God, 
and employ Chriſt to elear your counts, for you, Put 
| on refolutions. ip dis ſtrength, do fmprove time better 
for the future and. particularly the Sabbaths which God i] 
may yet allow you, for ſecuring an intereſt in Chriſt, 
awd making proviſion for long laſting eternity. Havre 
Jou not great need for it? Alas I there are many old I} 
perſons. who have all yer to do. Their glaſs is nea— 
run, and their ſun is at the ſetting; and yet they have 
their work to begin, and their journey to ſet out for. 
The! they have hved threeſcore years in God's world. 

yet they never ſpent three hours of all that time in fig- © if 
cere ſerving of God, or providing for endleſs eternity... JE! 
They never communed with their hearts, thought oa their 1011 
ways, iſhed a tear for fin, or fell on their knees to cry, . WNT 
Lord what Hall 1 do to be ſaved? What boye hall ?! 1/6 
lure in à dying hour? hay will L take ug my log - 
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„%% An Exbortatin, Ge. 
ing throngh "eternity? How many old perſons ar 
| grofsly ignorant of the firſt principles of religion ? Ye 
many childen of five or fix years old will far outtry} 
| them.” 0 what is the reafon of all this, but the oe. 
=. © get and miſ-ſpending of, the Sabbath-day, and the 
= contempt of the means of grace and knowledge, which 
= you might have enjoyed thereupon? Well then, what 
i _ refolve yon to do for the time to come? Have you 
| not forgotten God and Chriſt, and neglected your ſoul 
aud heaven long enough? Or, will you do it to your 
i dying hour? Are you content to go to the grave with- 
out Chriſt, and without hope? O what a fad” fight it 
tm, to ſee gray hairs and graceleſsneſs meeting together! 
do ſee men put to look thro' their ſpectacles, but never 
mindiog to look to their Saviour! to ſee them leaning 
on their” ſtaves, but never thinking of relying on 
= Chriſt for ſalvation! to ſee age forcing them to boy 
. - and bend their bodies to the earth, but yet never 
 , bowing a knee in ſecret, to beg repentance O what 
A @ ſhame is it to live fifty or ſixty years in the world, 
without a fervent prayer, of penitent tear for (in! to 
knie without God, without Chriſt, and without faith! 0 
Phat will you anſwer. for the fearful abuſe of God's 
long · ſuffering patience! Old ſinner, beiter thou hadi 
died when a child, or when firſt born, than to have 
ved ſo Jong, and go to hell at laſt! If thou dieſt old 
nin age, and ld in fin, what a hot and fiery hell mayelt 
chou look for at laſt! O bow many Sabbaths and ſer- 
oF. | mons! how many calls, counſels and exhortations 
bave you to anſwer for. Remember, you will be cal. 


you have lived: And, what. account-can you give f 
= fifty years ſpent in fin, fxty years lived in a chriſtleß 
and prayerleſs ſtate, or three thouſand Sabbaths trifed 
=. away? Will you be perſuaded then to flee to Chriſt, 2 
F thy Surety and Cautioner, to clear thy counts, and pa) 
4. © thy debts before the door be ſhut ; and improve the time 
and Sabbaths which remain, for God's glory, and youts 
precious foul's advantage. And to him, who can effedu- 
it ally perſuade and chable you ſo to do, be praiſe ik 
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led to an account for every year, month, day and hour | 


7 T N > 
oY y * 
7 y — I” ot - . 
! 1 5 - * 
N . „ N KR: þ 
_ EI N y * a , * „ 
£2 4 4 n a « 


- 1 , ; * ** , * * 
* 4 F, « J 
F * %” 2 9 
. a N þ . 8 
F"Y 7 : & | 5 S./:; - , 4 N 1 , 
If : 1 1 . 4 8 8 1 — 4 : : 7 : a f % * 
: T. . 5 f A =—_—= % e . 4 
4 4 * by 2 > . . 
5 ; , Y +. "Ih 
, : 9 . . 
3 Ts 4 »- 
2 . : , 1 = 
* 0 * Y 1 3 B 4 1 ; 1 * 7 * 4 bs : , N 1 N 4 4 * 
3 24 „ 2 7 . * K 1 * Ss . 
, N RE. ' * 4 5 | 
* * 8 » 3 1 * " of 
7 nl " + k * a > # : A F - * = 
L 4 * 7 4 31 * 
" — : 


Th 33 0 THE 


I 
, * 6 5 


5 . . ' 1 4 
Sai . 15 p ; 3 1 — : - 2 8 2 & 
Fo . s 4 : 7 4 : „ * f , W 
3 2? p 1 . oY, - 1 | = 

. = * 5 f 5 a 
PHE 3 n * 


8 5 : » 1 A &# . 
5 |: * Fr f A * * S ** * 
1 C , * - 
# * $7 \ a » % _— — : 
* 0 4 N 5 * 4 4 ol 
NY — , N 
25 17 N ; ; L 4 4 J : 4 4 4 0 5 LG N a 33 ; 7 
3 . 1 #7 N : 4 ; do N "2 
g - 4 * N of - « F F 


510 ; On the Burial of Chriſt. 
From John ak. 40, 41, "Ip | 


* our Friday Chriſt: Was eruciſied and hid i in the ; 

grave; on our Saturday, which was the Jewiſh 25 
Sabbath, Chriſt lay dead and buried all that day in the 
grave; on the Sunday or frſt day of the week, Chriſt 
vole from the grave. 4 

Obſerve. 1. How low Chriſt did bumble himſelf for. | 
; he was content not only. to become a man, but 
a poor man of ſorrows for us, yea, a deſerted man, a 
condemned man, a dead man, and lay as a dead corpſe 
in the earth for us. This is the loweſt ſtep he could de- 


of death... 


15 Obſerve how he bambled' himſelf in his 3 3 
1. He was not buried by friends, but ſtrangers. 2. 
Not with beralds, eſcutcheons, hearſe, and other ſolem- 
bities, as became the Prince of the kings of the earth, 
but in a very private, haſty manner. 3. Not in the ſe- 
pulchre of the kings, and of his father David, nor in 
= e. place of his anceſtors, but in the ſepulchre 
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ſcend. Pſal, xxü. 15. Thou haſt brought me into the auf . kd! 


of . bale? hoy 2 he hor ef; fall 7 | 


= 255 5 mostro Ar. 55 
dings ! While he lived, be had not a houſe of his ow 


* Where to lay his head ; and when 
not where to lay his body. o deep humiliation ! ! Was he 


ds the dofoin of the earth? O wonder at it, that be wa 
willing to ſtoop ſo low, to ranſom our ſouls that were 


= ted there this whole day, for our debt. by Givi 
{ Juſtice, _ 


- _- _tinued death's priſoner, the grave's captive; how long 
= death had power and dominion over him, even to the 
= _ third day. O how did devils triumph this day! We 
base not only bruiſed. his heel, but his heart allo, an 
= behold he lyeth in duſt. How did wicked men rejoice 
bu did death domineer over him! Men have brough 
dim into my territories, and there 1 hold him, boun 


|. ' that can't now move his tongue or ſpeak a word? | 
mis he that raiſed others from the dead, that lies hin 


= - wicked ones was but ſhort, e we 
70 ve bY ont 


W infult and triumph over him for a while, that tic 
| - might oot triumph over you, O believer, for ever. 
He was humbled to lye in the grave for a while that ). 
might nat lodge in hell for ever. | 


bdury all the Eleds fins for ever out of God's fight, i 
7 they might never viſe againſt them in judgment, O ub 

;, comfort is this, O believer, thy fins are buried, i 
1 mall never appear againſt thee to thy condemnation. 


Was dead, he had 
who lay ia the Father's boſom from alk eternity, now laid 


ſunk as low as hell by fin? O! men and angels can ne- 
ver enough admire this lone of Jeſus, that he who wore 
the keys of hell and death at his girdle, ſhould be con- 
tent to be locked up in the priſon of the grave, and to 


3. Obſerve how long Chriſt the Lord of Life ax 


with my fetters——Now would his enemies ſay, Is thi 
the light of the world, that lies ſo low in the land 
darkneſs ? Is this the teacher of the way to heave 


ſelf. among the dead? Well but the triumph of thel 


4. Obſerve Chriſt's love, chat was cantent to let dt 


5. Obſerve, Chriſt lay buried this day, that he wigh 


- 6 Obſerve, Chriſt lay buried this day, - 
night * the 2 .— 95 * | 


5 TP , 
* 1 A 
945 * 
- 
* 


3 


= — 


WB. , 


Er 7 3, | 7 the SAA Un. 5 N 299 BY | 
he reſt of their Levitical types and ceremonies, Chriſt _ 
ps taken off that yoke from our necks, glory to his 
1, Obſerve how Chriſt lay buried this day, that he | 
ght ſweeten the grave, warm and perfume: that cold oF | 
npleaſant bed for believers to lye in,——The grave | 
ns once a part of the curſe denounced againſt fallen Þ|' 
mankind, and it is fo ſtill to ſinners out of Chriſt, Gen. 
i, Duſt thou art, and unto duff thou ſhalt return. ꝑ 
ſhe grave had the nature and uſe of a prifon, to keep. 
he bodies of ſinners againſt the great aſſizes, and then 
deliver them up to the hands of a great and terrible 
nage: But Chriſt by lying in it all this day, has turned 
t from'a priſon to a bed of reſt, Iſa. Ivii. 2. He ſhalt 
ner into peace ; they ſhall reſ in their beds, each one 
valting in bis righteouſneſs. Why? as Chriſt there did 
elt in hope, ſo ſhall believers be partakers of his hope. 
ee Plal. xvi. 10. My fleſh ſpall reſt in hope. So Pro- 
erbs xiv. 32. The righteous hath hope in his death, + 
- Exhortation, As ye would partake of the virtue, of 
thrilt's lying in the grave, ſee that ye get union with 
brit now by a true faith; death nor the grave will 
ot looſe this union, it is indiſſolvible.— 0 be 
lever, the grave ſhall be a ſweet privileged place to 
jou ;—fin gor guilt ſhall not lye down there with you. 
in is a bad bed fellow, but a worſe grave fellow. That 
r terrible word, Job. xx. 11. His bones are full of 
be ſens of bis youth which: ſhall lye down with him in the - 
aft, It ſhall not be ſo with you. No, Chriſt has freed 
P of guilt, and: has made your bed to ſleep in; tis 
a ſoft bed in a quiet room, where the: weary ſhall 

be at reſt; Chriſt himſelf keeps the keys of the room, 
nd watches by you white. you lye Keeping. there, and 
vill de ready to open the door to let you out again, I 
lere the keys of death, Rev. i. 18. None can take them 
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« ih. reſurreQion of Chriſt fromthe dead is 2 fun 
5 damentat article: of cur religion, and ſerves + 
ſupport all the reſt; ä 

A %% „ 

bon ſent from-God, to da that work in the world which 

be gave out  becaoſe the Majeſty: of heaven would ne« 


| . ver bare given an impoſtor ſuch glorious credentials a1 
= . refurreQion from the dead; a work which nothing but 
\ Y | emnipotency could accompliſh. „ 


2. lf Chriſt coſe from. the dead, all the Promiſes 


 - the-goſpel, relating to the enjoyments' and. bleſing: o 


- future life, will certainly be fulfilled to them; and 


| | whatever Chriſt has ſaid, may be depended on ao nul. 


| ed to, as centamly-to come to pas. 
3+ *Tis true indeed, 3 
ed, as in all re to be admirably ſerviceable to the 
ends and es of a temporal ſolicity : for the de- 
wou and awful regard ta God; and a future life, and 
_ theſe 8 love and charity, which it 


weh io inspire dah, contribute” highly to the 


1 and peace of the world. If pride and envy, 


en e and revenge, if 
mando and deceit; if ſuch paſſions as theſe are tv 


true cauſes of all theſe calamities: and misfortunes which 


mes groan under, then the goſpel which ſtrikes ſo dite. 
| hy arall theſe, even in mens tempers and hearts, a5 vol 


as in their ourward converſation, doth lay the furel 


| IF r for © quied, and comfarnble hf 


| R he if pet of Chriſt Mees th dest 


0 E 5 0 the law of nature; it furniſhes men with far noble 


- motives to perform all the duties of that law, and 
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1055 it highly condueeth to the went of ſoc 
d government. 
4 The true foundation and origin of atheiſm or 
kiſm, is a man's coming under a ſtated reſolution to 
adure no curb or reſtraint in the proſecution of bis 
lelipn of being happy in this world, dy the | 

"a of its pleaſures; and therefore * frigid Ie « 
he goſpel, which pretend to abridge men of 'this li- 
erty, and would oblige them a ſtrictly abſtemious 
nd ſelf-denying life, — a ready ſubmiſſion to all 
ſufferings, which the power and malice of the world ma 
any time inflict for the poſſeſſion of it, muſt of courſe 
de rejected as any divine revelation, and made the mere 
wention of a ſet of crafty deſigning men, who. were 
d to be the heads of a'new religion, and of bringing | 
þ worked to ſubmit to their impoſltions. b 
5. As for the religion of Mahomet, he was a man 
if a vicious profligate life; and he framed it to ſerve | 


by force and violence, and never offered any other 
wrguments to perſuade men of the truth of it, but the 
word, and beavy taxes and exactions. But, with re- 
rect to the Chriſtian” ron, nothing of this * 
be pretended. 

6. The law of nature is a divine impreſſion on the 
realonable nature of man, by which he is informed 


ſelf, as a rational creature ought to do. Now, the goſ- 


k carnal worldly intereſt: it was planted in the world 


what is good and evil, and directed how to behave him- 


del adopts and enforces this law with the denen, argu- 07, 


ments and coofiderations. 


5. Many who are baptized into the name of * a 


ſus-Chriſt, do treat bim in ſuch a manner, as Maho- 


wetans, who are his profeſſed enemies, would abhor _ 
to do. The Mahometans do honour him with the ve- 
terable titles bf the Word and Power of God. Aud 

tho? they will not allow him to be ſo great a prophet 


a Mahomet, yet their prophet has taught them fo 
Doeh reſpe& and ſo high an eſteem for ours, that, 
hould they he nn, to the affrons fome offer 


57 R | 


43 they would be ready to revenge them we nN 


an exceſs of reſpe& to Jeſys Chriſt; Nos will by 


Which the Jews, as well as bis own followers, vi 
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8. Some matters of fad may bs 6. convincing 
mide out by the teſtimony of others as to bring me 
0 à perfect aſſurance of the truth of them, % 1 
there can! no room left to ſuſpect any fraud or detell 0. 
— therein: or if we muſt not thus believe the teſtimon 

of others Doe could be. no adminiſtration of Juſtice | 
dhe world; for legiſlators and governors can't be in en rſon 
ry place to oblerve what is done by every perſon, by 4; 
- mult depend on the teſtimony of ethers in diſpenſing re ſhah, 
wards and puniſhments to good and bad, 8 l 
their ſeveral merits, Again, all our civil intereſts a 
privileges depend on this kind of teſtimony; for how a 
we Juſtify our claim, to houſes, lands, goods, or effed 
which we come to poſſeſs by virtue of birth or paren 
tage, will or teſtament diſpoſition, or ſale, but by th 
GAY, of others Again, the refuſal of this te 
timony would cut off all kind of hiſtory, geography o 
| chronology, as uſeleſs, or as mere fable and romances 
We ſhould not believe there was ever any ſuch thing 
tbe Roman Empire, or Roman Emperors; we ſhoul 
not believe there is any kingdom or. city in the world 
| but ſuch as we haye ſeen with our eyes. 

9. All ſects, and parties of men fince Chriſt's d me 
have granted, that there was. ſuch a perſon as Jel 
- Chriſt, ho was born at Bethlehem in Judea, in th 
reign of Aguſtus Caeſar, and crucified at Jeruſalem i 
the reign of Tiberius, Pontius - Pilate being then th 
Roman. governour in judea. The Mahometans 20 
kin all this frankly except the laſt part, out 


. means allow of bis infamous crucifixion and death, bv 
affirm-that he was taken up into heavens. and ſome 
mage of him only. left upon the croſs in his room, Þ Wo al 


- pretended to be. witneſſes of the fact, were impol 
on and made to believe that he | ſuffered when 
" he 0. not. But this 5 a, e ſiclie 
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heir ir Alcoran.” But however, they all own that there 
« ſuch;an excellent Perſon, who lived ſuch: a life, 
wht ſuch: doctrines, and e _ miracles as 
riltians give out. N 
10. The Jews air own there was ſuch a peaked 
jo died ſuch a death at Jeruſalem: | And hence they 
eftow the reproachful name on him, of Talui, or a 
on that was hanged; and call the Chriſtians, the 
wants of Talui. Tho! they diſown him to be the 
bab, yet they ever: reſuſe there being ſuch a per- 
Their learned countryman Joſephus (no, Chriſti- 
) his teſtimony concerning him is well known to all 
he learned world Antig. Jud. lib. xviii. cap. 4. 
261, Edit. Genev. 1635. where he plaioly teſti- 
of the life, miracles, cruciſixion and reſurrection 
f Jeſus. Chriſt, and of the -fulfilling of che prophecies 
f him, and of the wonderful converſion both of Jews 
ad Gentiles to the faith of his goſpel. Some indeed 
v the gebuineneſs of this paſſage of joſephus, 
t without jaſt ground; for we find this teſtimony 
Nen notice of as his by very ancient writers, as Euſebi- 
in Hiſt. Eedlef. lib I. cap. ii. pag. 30. Edit, Pari/; 
Igo in vita Tiberit : alſo by Nicephorus Calliſtus, by 
omen, by Jerom, by Iſadorus Pelufiola, „ 


* to all ſenſe. and reaſon, like many athers: u ä | 


+ 0bjef?; This paſſage is not taken notice of by the an- iy 


ent defenders of Chriſtianity, as Juſtin Martyr, Origen, 
Fertullian,” &c. Anſau. The reaſon of this might be, the 


pies of Joſephus they .chanced to make uſe of might 


nnt this teſtimony, which in all likelihood, -was razed 


It of as many copies as the malicious Jews could come 5 


1 For this teſtimony of ſuch a famous man as Joſe- 
dus, one of their own country and religion, againſt the 
Rs, for treating ſuch an excellent perſon ſo barbarouſ- 


could not but expoſe them as an execrable generation | | 


iro” all the world. $0.thar it is not to be doubted; but 
hey would uſe all poſfible-artifices to take out this teſti- 
dan of Joſephus, whenever they had the management 
| the copies, either by -themſelyes, or others, their & 
an bor Is 2 7 8 it was; not bt HE 


* „ 29 
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+ 4 x 20 . N 
. them to compaſs the razing it out of all the cet 


._ . teſtimony hath the manifeſt ſtamp 
nud diction. Again, we have . evidenee of othy 
| \ _ teſtimonies being razed out of Joſephus z For Euſebi 
le find)" quotes Joſephus 28 recording how Jult u 
. _ © nighteous A* man ſames was, called the brother of C 

and ſaying, that the ſober and more conſiderate met 


dea puniſhment inflited on them for murdering of hi 
oP. Likewiſe-we have Origen, and Jerome, and Suidas q 


: there? is no ſuch paſſage to be found. in Joſephus, Noy 

would fo many authors have agreed in appealing to {{ 

ſephus for ſuch a paſſage, if they had 3 fonndi 

in him? Would it not have-expoſed"their cauſe to f 

contempt of all the world, to haue ae 
every body could have refuted as falſe? 


thing concerning Chriſt, as Suetonius, Tacitus, Plin 
© tho! he jeers both him, and the Chriſtians his work 


duns the truth of facts concerning Chriſt, tho' he « 
deavours what he can to leſſen the reputation of his lif 
nud miracles, and alledges, that all he did was no pred 
marter, ba only to open the eyes of the blind, reſto 
7 bo. poly lame, and deliver perſons poſſeſſed ſrom i 


9 — the-dead, but paſſes that by in ſilence being v 


3 Works by virtue of the {acred tertagratnmaton, —— All 
Celſus, chat enemy of Chriſtianity, confeſſes the wu 


rom place to place with his d 
.  vacles, his being betrayed, 
.- paſhon, —1 

Rs Tee at 57 1 * 
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ſperſed vp and down the world. | Beſides, this _ 


of Joſephus bis 


mong the Jews believed the deſtruction of Jeruſalem 


wg Joſephus for the fame paſſage. And yet in Suri 


11. Antient. Pagan writers have owned the Aa 
c. Yea, Lucian expreſsly owns the crucifexion of Chil 
pers on that account: 80 doth. Julian the Arabba; | 


and 'inchantments of devils, which he ſeemed! 
littte account of. It is true, he doth not notice l 


eee eee The Jews alſo ow 
the miracles; but alledged that he did all his wonderlil oy 


of Chriſt's nativity, his journey into Egypt, bis pft 
es, the fact of his 0 
_— laſtly, his death | 


they make all theſe LE Gam 
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* ' 1 they could 1 aste but 5 14 


19; Its certain, that the wrirings.of Matthew, Mark, x 
Ie and John, concerning the life and actions of Chriſt”. 
« his apoſtles, were their genuine compoſitions, and not 
writings of soy other. To confirm this, conſider 
it there ig no reaſon to doubt, that the firſt teachers 


propagatiag a doctrine they ſo zealouſſy eſpouſed 
rer, and they would not on that fcore negle& ſo 
ed and-neceſſary a method for obtaining their end, as 


hat may be ratiqnally expected from the policy and 
of the fir founders, of any ſect, as being a ſtep ſo 
word in arder to the preſervation, and progreſs . 
All the ſects who have made any figure. in the 

ld have ken this courſe, - and ſo have the founders 
chtiſtianity io. While the aztographa, or origi» 
manuſcripts. of theſe-penmen were preſerved in the 
hurch, there was no acceſs to impoſe doctrines or fats | 
| the world in their names, contrary to what they had 
tens And Tertullian, who flouriſhed at the latter 
| of the ſecond; century, or the very beginning of the 
ld, intimates, that theſe. venerable writings were pre · 
{ till his time. Again, no particular ſect of Chriſti · 
war ever get the-wiitings of the New Teſtament ſo 
oor adulterated, but all the other ſes of Chriſtians 
have proclaimed the impoſture to the world. 
ie camity and quaricls among differe rent parties were a 
| guard-on- theſe ſacred books, that no deſigning 
xy could ever foiſt into theſe books their own notions : 
ee b e . 


eee and expoſes him for his ral. 7 


| the Chriſtian faith would uſe the moſt eſfectual means || j 


| of committing: their doctrines to writing. This is 
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7E have many undeniable evidences of it; 1. Th 
VVV » teſtimony of many eye-witneſfſes : for beſides th 
apoſtles, who were witneſſes of it in an eminent mane 
_ there were many others: For Paul tells us, that is h 
time there were ſtill remaining the greater part of mon 
chan 500, who did all at one time ſee Jeſus after his if 
ing again. Now, an impoſture may lye concealed for 
while in a few hands, but it is next to impoſſible that! 
„  tould ly long undiſcovered in the hands of a great m 
ny. It ſhocks à man to think, that ſo many perſon 
ſhould agree in all the punctilios of a notorious lie, at 
that they ſhould agree to ſtand by it in ſo peremptory 
manner as theſe perſons did, and never claſh together 
= avy inſtance whatſoever. It is commonly obſerved, thi 
plots never thrive ſo well, as when there are few let i 
dd the ſecret; and large cabals of knaves and liars ſe 
dom fail to tell tales of one another 
2. Theſe witneſſes had perſonal "knowledge of vb 
ttzhey teſtiſed: Yea, they not only declare that they fat 
| ' Chriſt; but many of them, that they ſaw him frequent! 
_ and familiarly, and that for a conſiderable tract of tim 
They converſed with him ſor ſorty days; they eat at 
drank with him; they ſaw him do ſeveral wondrol 
works; they received orders and inſtructions from h 
about the government of his church he bid them, 4 
teach and baptize ail nation; he promiſed them h 
peace and bleſſing in ſo doing, to the end of the world 
he commanded them to tarry in Jeruſalem, till they vel 
 endued with power from on high; and a great many 
ther things are recorded that he ſaid to them; and afte 
all, they ſaw him taken up:from them, and aſcend int 
heaven, angels ſtanding by. Now, it never couid bei 
.. | dream or imagination in ſo many men, for ſo mil 
'; - weeks; to fancy all theſe things alike without the tal 


. variation.” 


\ 


7 


\ Cralider tht aver; of the, ana FR how 
| — it. They - invoked God's tremendous 
i 5 and begged bis aſhitance and bleſſing. They 
ppealed'to him as the omaiſcient judge of the world, 

meerning'the ſincerity and intregrity of their hearts. 
hey declared they did not this of themſelves, but by 
jod's order and S ppointment; and that he gave them 
vyer-of working ſigns and wonders for the oonHrmati - 


men. 
4: They did not reſlify of a matter thas. was tranſ-- 
id at a diſtance from the place where they gave their 
pſlimony, nor a long time after the thing was done. No, 
here is no ground of objection on any of theſe ac- 
wunts: For thoſe men appeared upon the very ſpot 
hat was the very ſcene of the action, at Jeruſalem, 
here Chriſt was. crucified, and where they affirmed he 


wire, nor did they defer the publication of it till Jeſus 
Chriſt was forgotten, and the ſtory of his reſurrection: 


It was freſh-in the minds and mouths of all men, and 
mile theſe perſons who could have confuted them were 
Wive; and ready to be produced if they had uy thing, | 
to have advanced againſt it. 


of all oy yy and avocedingly er rid wry: I 


Alo roſe. They neither ſent. people a great way to en- 


ann out of mind, No, inſtead of that, they did it while &— || 


. They- did not make a ſecret of this matter, * 8 5 Ii 


declared' it in the moſt publick and open manner that 
polibly. could be. It was not a ſtory whiſpered a- 


wong theſe of their own party, but proclaimed in f | 


we ears of all people, and at a time when Jeruſalem: 
vas crowded-with foreigners of all nations, and where 
— no want of perſons able and curious enough to- 
woquire into the truth of all the ſlrange reports they 
made. They went into the temple and into the ſy- 
bagopyes,” and preached the reſurrection of Chriſt ;, 
yea, in the moſt auguſt councils of the Jews, they 


teſtified it to the — and high prieſts who had con- 4 


demded' Chriſt. Peter's hold ſpeech is moſt remark-- 
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confounded PR whole council was with their teſtimony; 
andi not one of them had the confidence to tell „ben th 
8 * were publiſhing a notorious lie. 

6. Theſe perſons were men of ſuch . and virtue, 
=... that none of their adverſaries could eyer call-in quettion, 
| norſhew to the world that they were ill men. 

. Fhey were perſons. not» bred up in courts, not 
=. ;aſtrudied. | in the arts and intrigues. of the world, able 
d perſuade people by elegant diſcourſes, Ke, Nog 

| |" they were generally mean, tho plain and boneſt men, 
and their diſcourſes. plain and bomely: And tho 

Paul was a man of polite learning. yet he would make bi ce 

no uſe of human leaming in he I\0pagation of Cbriſta⸗ 470 

s 1 8 pel hi 
. os They could; god poſſbly hand any; fecular view that th 
5 by. preaching, ſuch. a doctrine to the world: Nay, ia body. 

| prin it they aRed againſt all the rules of world-iſhis di 

Iy intereſt and policy, and, could have no proſped WWevs, 

From: the world, but what was frightful-and diſcou- ches, 

WM raging; their doctrine being to the jews a ſtumbling weir 

block, and to the Greeks fooliſnneſs, „They could lgery a 
not propoſe 10 themſelves either to gaia reputation de gui 
_ - and eſteem, or to advance their ſortunes in the world: is n 
nay, ſuffering the wendest Wee Was Wa they had inet Ir 
. 
9. Confi der how; ſevere the: fades. were e EY "hay 
publiſhed. againſt lying, forgery, and a falfe teſtimonys 

" if they [themſelves were guilty of it, they were 

condemned to everlaſling puriſkments for doing what 
. they. did by the very doctrine which they preached. Yet 
is cbis doctrine they perſiſted to the laſt, and if it were 

a ie, they went out of the world with à horrible lie in 

their mouths, -whuch. is horrid to think; for fo they; 
could have no hope af finding mercy. and forgivenneſs at 

God's: hands; and thus you would make them the wok 
depraved wretches in the World. IT 

10. Now, had they been men 0K bad no ** 
ae or ſenſe of God themſelves, how is it crecible 
wat they waulg have been ſo very zealous and indi 
3 ſtrions to. e it ee minds of ether, a 


* 


lige 
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all their writings and- ſermons do ſhew? How oſt 


lo they tell us of a judgment day, and of God his 


ting the ſearcher of the thoughts and ane of the 

art. i 
11. It is plain to a FP that theſe pers 

bes heartily believed the doctrines they preached o 


he world; otherways, how would they have enpo- 
kd, themſelves to ſuch dangers and een . 
ha ſcore 2 - 

12. The Jowe wha lived at that. time. were iafali· 
bly. convinced of the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt: 
Which appears from this, that the writers of the gof- 
pel hiſtory: did in expreſs terms publiſh to the en 
dat the Jews bribed the ſoldiers to report, that the 
body of Jeſus Chriſt was ſtolen out of the grave by 
his diſeiples. Now, this was a home charge on the 


gers, and ſhews them to be the moſt degenerate wet. 8 


ches, that they would ſtick at nothing to carry on 
their deſigns, even the moſt abominable piece of for- 
5 and bribery... Nay, their prieſts and rulers would. 

de guilty of this villaoy, to tamper with ſoldiers in 
this manner. Well, if theſe chief prieſts and fathers. 
of Iſrael had been unjuſtly - calumniated in this man- 
ber, it might have been expected that they would 
have exetted themſelves in ſome extraordinary man- 


der to clear themſelves of this aſperſion, and that 


the whole nation would bave been in a tumult about 
it: For they would ſee that their religion, as well as 
their credit, was at the ſtake; this account of their 
proceedings. was like to be publiſhed thro' the world, 
aud tranſmitted to. lateſt poſterity. Now, ſurely one 
vould chink the Chriſtiavs would have been ſolemnly 
called to accbunt for this provoking piece of hiſtory, 
aud challenged to make it good and that with the 
preteſt zealand concern. Well, but there is nothing 
0 this, the Jews content themſelves with private 
walpers to ſet the ſtory about, which the bribed ſol- 
ders had. reported make. no. reſebtment of the 
e all ubich e any e l 
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| | chre till that day was over, leſt his difciples ſhould 
| come and ſteal him away, and fay, that he was riſen, 
and ſo the latter error» would be worſe than the ff. 
Tbey were: ſufficiently. aware of the conſequences of 
| - _ this event, that it would overture their religion, and 
= — eſtabliſh chriſtianity, and therefore they took all neceſ- 
fſuaty precautions, and this was ordered by God's viſe 


| 3 14. The coined ſtory, of carrying off the body of 
Will ſcarce bear a telling. For if the diſciples did this 


'  -- .conſcious-of what paſſed in their fleep? Were not their fup 
_ ſenſes. locked up during their fleep? ? 


a2 piece of impoſture, with what courage or confidence 
| could they have entered on their miniſtry, and preach- 
ed ſalvation in Chriſt's name! Could they have ever 


ſſiſtance from the Spirit to work miracles, while they 
 _ were propagating a notorious cheat. They might 
bape expected that both heaven and earth would be 
engaged 2 them in every ſtep of their undertake WF © 
dg, and fo would have dropped their defign of pro- 
= Ed the Chriſtian faith. But being perfectly al. 
e 
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{ FS wk 4 0 2 the report: and conſe quent) 
what they knew Chriſt was riſen, otherways they hi 
not bribed the ſoldiers.. 2 
Vicked 28 te have contrived: the ſtealing away the 
da of: Jeſus, it was.impoſkible. for them to bave zt. 
dbdompliſbed it. The jeu were extraordinarily: intent 
and watchful about this event; for they came to f. 
| Jake, and told him, that Jeſus had foretold, while z 
live, that he would riſe again the third day; and it 


* a 


— 


— 


truth of the charge, and: knew that they had bribel 


es of 'Chriſt had been fi 


was proper that à guard ſhould be ſet upon the ſepul- 


providence for aſcertaining the truth of the event. 


Jeſus, while the guard ſlept, is ſo very groſs, that it 


While the ſoldiers ſlept, how could the trick be know? 
Did the diſciples tell it themſelves, or were the guard 


ö . - 


hoped for any countenance from heaven, or for al 


the truth ef Chriſt's refurreRion; and of 


— 


\ 3 + | 


— — 


trials and perſecutiohs. 


on-queſtioning or deny ing the truth of it. 


e deiſt, who denies it, muſt believe that a de- 
ſpicable cempany of wilful impoſtors and deceivers, 
men of a hated nation and religion, without power 


or force, without learning or experience, without 


wi or policy, ſhould be able to run dewn all the 
vit, learning, power and policy of the world; and 


de preaching: a-moſt de ſpiſed incredible and ſeem- 


nply - ridiculous doctrine, directly contrary to all 
the worldly - intereſts and humours of men, and to 
their religion and cuſtoms, yea, and to their reaſon 
and philoſophy too, ſhould propagate the belief of it 
lar and wide thro* the earth, ſo that there was ſcarce 

a ration-in the whole compaſs of the globe, but what 
in Whole or in part received this fiction, as the moſt 
ſacred truth of God, and accordingly laid the whole 
ltreſs” of their falvation upon it! Or if deiſts will 


luppoſe that the apoſtles and their companions were 


and; madmen; then they muſt own that ſuch pitiful 
weak perſons did argue with ſo much art and force, 
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PV NET | Got. 
hey preached, they undertook and went thro? their 
work with that indefatigable zeal and induſtry, with 
hat life and ſpirit far tranſcending all that ever wis 
nown. in human nature before, that no ſtorms oer 
difficulties, dangers nor deaths, could in the leaſt ſhake 
them 5 yea, were animated the more by the greateſt of 


For confirming our Lord's reſurre&ion, confider the | 
horrid and intolerable abſurdities, that would follow 


a. company of brain-ſick enthuſiaſts, or of Junaticks 


as to oyerpower all the learning and wiſdom of the 
world: That all the ſages; philoſophers, and ſtateſ- 

men, who embraced Chriſtianity in great numbers as_ 
well as the poor and illiterate, were convinced and 
derſuaded by mere enthuſiaſm; that they miſtook 
downright' raving for the ſtrongeſt reaſon, and a chain 
| of incoherent faſſities for bright and evident deinon- 
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e he et exact ſyſtem vf 


morality that 


er was, and lay the beſt foundations wad Teheme for 


e pence. und happineſs of the world, that could be 
id! That the vileſt hypocrites would ſpend all their 


he und lives too in_indefatigable labours to make o- 


her men apright and ſincere, and denounce' danmac 
ion ugainſt lying, diſßmulation, &c. That the 
hey compiled of religion was a ſtanding 


demſelves 1 Fu 
-Oljeftion, Wendt -reforrdtionn unteſted ooly- y 


1 own frzends and diſciples. Why did he not con- 
as publicly with men as he did before ? | 
rs” I 


he not appear to the chief pyieſts and elde 


-4 and ro: have ae them of Geo of this e 


dungs; be himſelf kno;g's beſt what makes moſt for 
bis dun glory and the happineſs of bis creatures. 


the twelve apoſtles, to the ſeventy diſciples; yea, to 


Fi 


wolt'convincing proofs of his reſurrection. 
3. It was à ſufficient demonſtration to the 


ith a guard of dow gh and Chriſt's body not being 


from che ſoldiers who catne into the city, and ſnew- 
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comment 
f their-own ſhame; und that all their ſermohs and 


nitings were dut ſo may ſatires and Hurtipdorns/ N er | 


58 . We are not to peeſeribe: roles the U 
vine Majeſty; all his works are done in infinite wiſ- 
be yy and he is not obliged to account to us for his 


2. It was not to à few that Chriſt appeared; but to To 


hundred brethren at once, to whom he. gave the fa 


f Chriſt's reſurrection, Pilate's fecuring the ER | 


Wund therein. > They might have been "aſſured that a 
vandful of timorous men would never adventure on 


ſtealing it; and they had a ſufficient confirmation 


the chief prieſts all the things that were doneß 
nz, The . angels deſcent,” &c. Mat. xxvii. 


4. chriſt bad niels ſufficient proof. of his FIR 2 
wiſhon to the Jews 2 by the miracles he wrought, 
which they blaſphemouſly oppoſed, - and maliciouſly _ 
8 hika 10 n as 4 1 nad NO, be- 


4 — — . — 
: 


i 


an A Mieter n fe . 


cauſe of their" malice and obſtivacy, they: were unwor 
_ thy of ſuch a (privilege as his converſing with them, 
F. Tho he had appeared to them, theſe maliciguy 
men would not have 8 bim to be the per 
' ſan that was crucified, but. would have alledged he 
Was an impoſtor, ſet up by the Ch riſtians to perſopat 
the true Jeſus, and deen more ee Wel his fd 
lowers than eve. 
6. Tho! Chriſt had 20 15 SOR war in ſuch 
' manner, yet deiſts would have quarrelled the teſtimo- 
ny of witneſſes the ſame way they do bow, ſaying, 
- How-ſhbuld we believe the report of others, and ere. 
„dit What we ſee not with our own eyes, &c. Chrilt' 
miracles were as publiekly tranſscted as could hare 
been deſired; all men, and the greateſt enemies, were 
allowed to Witneſs the ſame; yet deiſts riaw treat then 
as mere forgeries, and ſo would they have done Chriſt's 
* even to the whole Jewiſh ſanhedrim. 
Inprovement. From the reſurrection of Chriſt ve 
may infer that death is fairly overcome and ſwalloy- 
2 up in victory. Chriſt went into the very den of 
this dragon, and foil'd it. NO tho? it retains its 
_ dart, yet it hath left its ſting in Chriſt's, ſide fo tha 
the believer may triumph, as 1 Cor. xv. $$» 56, 5h 
0 death, where is t Hing O grave, where is thy vic: 
| nog The fling of death. it fins and the firength of jn 
is the law. Hut thanks be to God; which giveth us the 
e thro out: Lord Feſus Chriſt. The true believer 
need not haye any {laviſh fear of death, tho' it . frigh- 
ten, yet it cannot hurt him. 2. Let believers di- 
poſe and employ their bodies, 48 thoſe who know 
what is prepared for them at the reſurrection. ;. 
Let us all ſecure- to ourſelves an intereſt in Chriſt and 
me, bleſſed anger ; 255. wi 2 . 2 
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+ wn" Mis e | 
From rel vi. 16. Redeem the time. 8. e 
1 Oy TGV 1 g 
| . one of the. od ben 19 
1 Dk man. enjoys in this world, a | 
of -ineſtimable worth: Its a golden ſtream + eben- 
ally running down by us, yea, 'catrying us all alongſt 
with it: it is a ſtream. running from one ocean ta. 
another, from an e . us, to an eternity 
before 1s, en bu 5 40) Saif of 
2. That which makes. ume fo: precious müinly, ig, 
that the falvation of our precious and immortal ſouls, 
thro' all eternity, depends thereupon. + Upon the im- 
provement of this ſhort moment of 5 depend 
long laſting, and never ending eternity. #5 pa 32 
3. The expence which God the eons of, Westie 
at, to create and beget it for us, ſhews the preciouſneſs 
of it. Why? God, by his almighiy power, doth 
continually wheel about. theſe great luminaries of >ſun; 
moon and ſtars, in their annual and diurnal revoluti - 
ons, ta beget and furniſh: time io us; and theſe do 
never. hält gor ſtop, nor come ſhort. of their appoint - 
ed times of riſing and ſetting, and all for the ſertictste 
of man, that he may have time for the ſervice of his 
Maker, and faving of his oui. 
4- The haſte that time doth make, and the conſide - | 
ration of its ſhortnels, that it will quickly- be gone, 
and that a minute of it can hover by recalled, ſhews _| 
forth its regiouſneſs, | EE OED. If. 
5. Allo the important buſineſs. we bave for. every || 
moment of our time altho* each of us had a thouſand 
years to live, the ſervice. of. God, and ſaving of out 
ſouls is ſuch a alt, vote, 4s ould yah ney mi- 
nute of it. 8 4 of Koh: Ne 4 
6. We are 4 to Fg 1. into Another world, ans. 1 
ternal, ſtate, where every minute of our time muſk be 
— * and e * ow wu us eternal +. 
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et apart for 5 upon the improvement 


. 


1 oh | Mypredrions br” 


* as we bare _ and . this ſhort time 
here. 1 46S 


7. For as precious as time. is, Its undervalued and 
mie away more than” any thing is. It is ſeldon 
taken notice” of, until it ie quite paſt away from us; 
we never conſider its worth and uſefulneſs, till it i 
RE Hence Softonion Wy Ecelef; ix. 12, Mai 

th not bis time. © © 

— Tu jolt,” chat he who Vat, the! ordering 

og of all things elſe concerning us, ſhould 
fupreme Lord aid difpoler of our time, 
= — hart right to determine what time is tg 
be allotted: for our work, and what for his: And 


mould have tis choice of itt. 
0%: Of all time, sabbach ume ig the moſt. precious 
nnd valable; ie being the time God has allbtted and 


72 the gory of n and erer of our * fell 
in a ar manner, it the day the 
of fpecial acceſs 42 194p and' of free bees Pig and 
between heaven and earth. It is hea- 
ven 's weehly market day, or God's deal-day to the 
Fer aud noedy; "the day of acceſs to God's preſence- 
_ chamber, —— Tine by ſome is compared to a gold ring, 
noc the Sabbath to the ſparkling diamond, which 
8 it its luſtre, and beightens its value. Where- 
if we be wiſe we will ſhew a peculiar eſteem for 
the" Sabbath above all the days of the week; we'll 
reckon every moment of Sabbath time moſt precious 
and deſire that none of it may de miſ-ſpent. What 
Chriſt ſaid to his diſciples concerning the loaves and 
che fiſhes, the like he ſeems to ſpeak to us conce _ 
bis holy day, Gather up rhe fragments, gather up 
_ the parcels, the ſpare bours and minutes of it; ,ac- 
edunt them as precious as the goldſmith doth the 
_ ſmalleſt filings. of his gold, and let nothing of Sabbath 


Eber tarlon. Above: all ume redeem Sl Sab⸗ 
back _ n . * 


2 . 
N 
d 
— * + 
£ . 
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pling: . t ** 3 
1, An Inn for refreſhing the weary. "mw rk 1 
deen toiled and tolſed with ſtorms thro' the 
2, It is Chriſt's weekly market day, wherein Chriſt 
ſets forth the richeſt wares and commodities For us 10 
buy without money and without price, Rev. iii, 18. 3. 
l is the King of heaven's publick deal-day, wherein he 
deals. his. bread to the hungry, and gives alms to the 

or and needy... 4. It is the day of converſion, of in- 

inging and gathering the elect. Multitudes have 
been brought in to Chriſt this day. g. It ia a day of 


acceſs to God, zud correſpondence with heaven, a 


iS 2 ” , ' N * >| 
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day when Chriſt is to be Teen and converſed with, 


Tou [= Wag only have correſpondence with Chriſt 
at. a diſtance but immediate acceſs. You may be 
taken into the palace, the preſence chamber, and fee 
the king in his beauty, heur his, voice, get the kifles. of 
his mouth, the embraces of his arms, and ſhould not 
this time be redee 6. It is the day of heaven's 
fellival wherein Chri uletn to ſeaſt his ſaints witn 
the fatueſs. of his houſe, 3, It is a day of reaping 


and gathering and for laying 2. in ſtore for the time 4 
to come. 8. A day for aſcending. the mount _ 


transfi uration to ſee . N t 
9 to mount Piſgah, to Te 
far off. | 

* 77 Sabbath time 7 55 it. is. Shiva al away; 
ou may have but à few more Sabbaths to enjoy. The 


N . of 


9 land that that is m_- | 


abbath is faſt approaching hat will be your laſt Sab- 


bath, after which you ſhall ſee no more in this. World. 
3 Redeem Sabbath time, for much depends on it, | 

the glory” 'of God, and ſalvation of your immortal 
ls. taro? eternity, 80 important is the . buſineſs 
that depends on the improvement of your Sabbath 
time, that it would call for che improvement of every 
moment : Yea, tho* each of you had ten thouſand: Sab- 
baths to ſpend, the ſervice of Gad, and. ſaving of 
your ſouls is ſuch a ralt . 25 would require eve- 
TY minute 191 owe: 
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* $28 J Asse = 35 
ag Redeem Sabbath time, for we einüdt recal ond 
Sabbath that is-paſt 3 no, tho” we had a world u 
give for one Sabbath, we could 'not_recal it. O mi. 
dy wil de put one day to wiſh and cry in yain, 0 tg 
recover obs of theſe loſt Sabbaths wherein 1 bad the 
20 tres rich offer of a crucified Chriſt, 5.48 
. Redeem Sabbath time, for you are juſt ready 
204 paſe into another. world, where you muſt gire 
a-ſtrit account" for” every Sabbath you have enjoyed, 
and anſwer for every minute of precious Sabbath time, 
How will ye anlſwer for all the Sabbaths' you have mil 
Hp, for the Sabbaths of threefcore years which þ 
dr ce above three thouſand: O that will be à terrible I kr! 
. . the accounts of old praceleſs finners; —_ 
_»4.Direttions in redeeming Sabbath time. 1. Care- np 
fully avoid whatever hinders it: as 1. Atheiſm, ot — 
= iſtelief of the truth, and of che great end and deſign 4 
ford 
of 


of the Sabbath, 2. Tpnorance. Many are ſo igno- 
rant, that they think if they als away the Sabbath 
without any groſs breach of it, they do well enough. 
3, Sloth and Jazineſe. Up and be doing, © 
da If vou would redesm Sabbath time, repent of * 
former e Leer and humble yourſelves for 10 
lost Sabbaths, and WN for rey . Chnit' s ator⸗ | 
u 
* 
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38. Study 0 eee N enn 
by: your future | diligente; as a traveller who finds 


hunſelf-like: to be benighted by his former. lazineſs, : 
mends his pace, and goes as many wiles now in one 
our, as formerly he did in WW t. . 
I. Spend ebery Sabbath now as it were your laſt | 
and this approachir g Sabbath be as. diligent on it, 2 f 
it it were your laſt; prepare for it in the evening ; get 


up early. next morning, pray, read, meditate, exa- 
mine yourfelf, - and wreſtle for * Socks 8 with 
| you in the ordinances. | _ 

5. Heatken preſently to Ghril's Aue in the bh 
bolieve and! ate: Chriſt's doctrine, and his righte 
ab. and cloſe with hay 45 n n yo! and re- 
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Upon 8 Au. 20 ae be hat vt, I ew. 
557 them hi, bands and his fret, Then were _—_ oi 
Lens glad, when they few i the Lord: f bo Wt; 

IHis was "hd firſt chriſtian fabbath; hit en ie 
the diſciples met for the work und duties of 

bo av; prayer and godly conference. —— Well, 

did the diſciples" meet for this work? Chriſt will not 

let them part without his peace and bleſſing ———He 

tomes in the midſt of chem, when the doors were ſhut, 


ho doors nor bands can fhut out Chriſt's preſence 4 


from his difciples ; and what is his ſalutation to them! 
Peace be unto you. A moſt comprehenſive rin M | 
This was the legacy. he had left them a few days be- 
fore, and now he makes prompt and ready pa | 
of it to them, he will not be long owing it. Dus 
What ſort of peace is it? Ana, Peace with God, 
peace of conſcience, and peace with one another. 
This vas a bleffing moſt ſanable to them h were 
ſo full of fears and diforders. © 
Aſter this ſalutation he gives them 2 Wet comfar 
table diſcovery of bis pierced hands and fide, to con- 
vince them of the truth of his refurreRion which 
they were {till in doubt of, by the marks and ſcars of 
the wounds which had been made a few days before 
| by the nails and ſpear; he thews them that the body 
they now faw alive, was the ſame individual body they 
und many. others had ſeen dend on che ctofs a few * 
Obſervs * That: bein tue the ſeas; 1 his 
"ks after his reſurrection. He was got aſhamed 
of idem, but gloried in them, as conquerours glory 
in the marks of their wounds after bloody battles. 
Moreover, Chriſt had uſe for them: 1. They were 
to ſpeak on earth, and demonſtrate the truth of his re- 
farretion to the world, particularly to convince uu 
OE. 1 25 Wy were to * in * 
WIE OY | s 
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„ MeverirIOns „ 
by the Wotersen that he makes for his people there, 
in doing wheteaft he ſhews his wounds, and therefor 


4 ; | tains them, that de may come back with them, for 
| att tho ee which pierced him... 

| fied "Jeſus to farisfy his diſciples ;' he ſhewed them his 

N „ Next he opens bis breaſt, to let them 


1 thruſt into it. O the condeſcenſion of our Lord, to 
| confirm. the faith, of his poor, ſtaggering, «ad doubting 


. Lard. it revived: their drooping ſpirits,” it convinced 
their doubting hearts, and ſtrengthened their faith, and 


_ © Jying righteouſneſs. Here's our city of. refuge againl 


ic | - 
5 , 
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he aſcended with them, and now appears in gidf 
of the «throne. as a lamb Lais, with his wounds as it 
were bleeding afreſh, Rev; v. 6. 3. Nay be 6 


' it ſeems they will be then viſible, that enemies may 
Jook on bim whom they pierced, Rev. i. 1. Behold, 
let cometh with cloud: And every. 9 ſhall fee bin, 


2. Obſerve ibe condeſcenfion and pains of A crucis 


hands, he is at pains firſt to open his hands, to let them 
| ſee the marks of the wounds he got by the nails dris 


| ſee the wound He got in his ſide by the ſpear that wat 


_ diſciples}. 
g, Obſerve the fea and 8 of this ſigbt 
upon the diſciples, they were glad when they ſaw thi 


faith produces joy, Rom. xv. 13. 1 Pet. i. 8. Now 
_ Ghoſt Rolli What is ſaid, John, xvi. 22. I will tu 
„vdo again, d. your heart ſhall rejuige. 
Dam,. A. believing and appropriating view of Mou 
che wounds > 7 2 cl ucified and a riſen. Jeſus, is a moſt of fa 
Joyful baht ter t 
vs Lell What nd of; joy have we in this Gght? * 
An. 1, This fight ſhews that Chriſt bath loved vs, 
and given bimfelf for us; who were objects of wrath. 
a, This ſight tells us our. debt is paid, juſtice i 
| shed, cur furety is riſen and let out of 1 = = 
| Tacks We have ground of joy, that we ſee a ſhelter 1 
adh all be challenges of the law and juſtice of God; 
13 -Chriſt has wrought a law bidding and juſtice · ſatiſ 


| the avenger * . ow * Was he as req 
1 e TV” me 161-28 
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Ty. > the Sars 35 an 3 
„ Thou art fore of acceſs. and acceptance- with, Ged. 30 
W Ty Here's powerful. ground of Rn e Friel 
wounds and blood of the Son of God which, f. mY 
ner things than that of Abel. The wounds are like a 
mouth-ſtill- open for thee ; the biaod like 2 tongue tl 
des ing for- thee. - WR T | 
5. The fifth ground of Jay is, that. the, covenant is 
confirmed, whereby thou art ſafe from the deluge, the 
raigbow appearing, even the ſcarlet coloured wounds and 
blood of Chriſt, which is a ſure token of God's covenant. 
Inference, Then we have reaſon to bleſs God for the 
wproach-of the Sabbath; and more eſpecially for ide 
news of a communion Sabbath approaching, wherein Wwe 
may fee in a remarkable manner the wounds of a gruci - 1 
fed Jeſus diſcovered. to us. O that is the moſt joy ful 
igt the World ever ſaw !—Let us welcome the Sab» _ 
bath, and eſpecially a communion, Sabbath, which brings 
w ſuch a fight. —Every Lord's day is lovely. and deſira⸗- 
ble ; but a communion Sabbath is in a ſpecial manner a 
day. of the Son of Man, a ſolemn and high day, a day to 
te remarked and remembred by all the diſciples df. 1 
ſus. As the Sabbath is the moſt excellent of all the days 
of the week, ſo a communion Sabbath. is the moſt defira= 
ble of all the Sabhaths of the year: For, upon ſuch a 
tay. a crucified Jeſus. is moſt evidently ſeth forth before 
dur eyes; then he appears in his dyed garments, glori- 
ous and red in his apparel, a moſt lovely ſight to the eye 
of faith. Theſe are days in God's courts berg _ * 4 15 
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Gl fires was always laid upon the due 8 3 
tion of the Sabbath day, and it was particularly —— 
required from the Jews, when they were captives as {| 


wes e 7 they might gin By. 
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N 2 | a'delight ? An A belief that God is the authot 
anch inflitutor; "Ih <6 A knowledge of the ends ani 
deeſigus of it, chat it is in honour of God the Creator, 


| : bath, it being a day of 8 with God, 4. A high 


|. ties, 8. A hating and avoiding all theſe evils and Pracs 
tices that are contrary, to abb ſanctification. 


dor delight? Anſew; 1. It is our delight when ve 
e ſteem it @ privilege and favour: from; God to haye the 
Sabbath; when we ſay, O what a favour from God i 

tis to me, that when 1 have been wearying myſelf fix 
__ — ſor the world,. God hath appointed this day, that 


x ſiouls, and ſeek after heaven. If we value Cod above the 


rank, fo we vile certainly valoe this day above all other 
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MobrrOvious fir g 


1 from the worſhippers of the gods which * 
not male the Heavens and The earth, Th, vi. 1, 2.—W; 
1 put al hondur and reſpeR pont, and cl it 2 0 
bes 4 tal or burden.” We muſt not only coun it 
« delight, but cull it ſo, by openly g the cons 
 * placeney we take i in the day and duties of it.. We ma . 
Lan delight. 1. To God, in @ way of thankſgiving none 
to Get for it, and earneſt defire of his grace to cab ur e 
t 10 d the work of the day becauſe we delight in it 
2. We muſt call it to others, to invite them to come 
_ and Mate with us in the pleaſure of it, 3. We muſt eil 
x ſo to burſelves, chat we may not entertain the lex 
33 nter wiſhiog the Sabbith Lene Phat vr mey ſell 
el. 1. Whar i ** ported in ele "the Sabbath 


- and of Chriſt the Redeemer, and for our goed. 3.4 


thankful ſenſe of God's goodneſs in inſtituting the Seb. 
e eſteem of the Sabbath, as the beſt day of the week. f. 
A chearful compliance with the work and duties of the 
Sabbath. 6, A thinking on the Sabbath, looking, long: 


ing, and preparing for it, before it come. . A conſe 
entious and willing performance of all the Sabbath di- 


Aue. 2. When may it de faid that che Sabbath i 


we may tefreſn ourſelves: from: ſuch labours, mind our 
world, and the. jo 


ys of heaven. above. the pleaſures 
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5, The people of che world fod delight in vt 


dem; but much more may we have in viſiting God, aj 
eeing him in the Went and holding ſweet een 
jith him there. 

3. When we are not ſatisfied this day with a Bre ape 
ronch to God; but when we go to Gad this day, ad 
ur exceeding joy, Plal. xliii. 4. and place our Happineſs 
n the ſerving of God, and enjoying of him; and when 
ve go wth 3 Joy to eras! "water © our ga us wells 75 ſalve | 
Non. 

4. When we FRE. dend a 45 - arceys web wats: adisge 
and vigorqus exerciſe ; the more we are employed this 


en, it will be the more delight to us. 


dlewent and recreation; when we are in David's frame, 
Pal, cxXit. 1. I way glad when they ſaid unto me, Let 
u go up inte the hou/s of the Lord. This i s propheſied 
of delieyers under the goſpel; that they to ordi- 


4. When de work und Jie“ of the Sabbeil are ot 
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day in the actings of faith; and e kope of bees. By 


dances on the wings of delight, 47 dove, ts their in- 


dis, Ila, Ic. 8. How great was. David's delight in 
them, When he Adefret it a ont thing, that be might 
dwell all his days im God's houſe; to behold the beauty of 
tbe Lord; Pſal. xxvii. 4. that is, that be might always. 
have free acceſs to God's houſe, and enjoy communion 


beter than a thouſand elſewbere. David had many eurth- 
ly things to delight in, ſuch as, 1. Great victories over 
enemies, which generals and warriours do 


do. delight in. 3. He had inſtruments of muſick of all 


5., Well, but 4ho' David knew as much of theſe — 
delights as moſt men, yet he delighted moſt of all in the | 


SY "Bj Ba Kn d increaſe wd gropth 


N a day i in God's courts. ; #446: r 


vith God there. Hence he counts @ day in God's courts 
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| forts, which gteat -mubiciatis. (ſuch/as David the ſweet _ 
| finger, of Mrgel was) do delight much in: Vet he invents 
ed to himſelf all ſoris of muſical inſtrumeiits, - Amos vil 


ter friends, and converſing and holding ſociety with _ 


greatly delight © 
2% He had palaces and gardens, which great men 


od, 4nd kerhng communion v th him in "his lt * > 6 
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e Godthatis . unalterable, his well ordered covenant 
1 Carnal men rejoice in fancies and ideluſions, but knoy 
1 pot how matters are witk them. If they knew how nent 


995 BER It is a-delight when: we e Alco 


=. all L eternity Na e 


5 Anu . They, tranſcend them in their foundation; 


8 1 * . "7 a» - * o 
” : „ ww W a i 
* et 2 


„ „ „ wk 
ae in and by the i Fae tes 
in a market day on-which they gain much of the world; 
and muth more will they Aale in in the Lord's day, why 
hag their love to God an it more-inflamed, their deſit 


. r 
confirmed. 


er in he Jced. Jo Jeſus, and are made to ſee that 
it was: he who died and. reſe-from the dead this day for 
3 O, how.delightful to think, this is the day my Re. 
deemer Hired again. Do otbers delight in the day of 
. their birth, and ſhall not N in he my on which 
my Lord did live again? Wi 

8. It is a delight „eee 5 Sabbath to 
_ get afſurancs, that, weiſhall keep an everlaſting Sabbath 
with God above: And if a tranker enjoyment of God 
n Sabbath here de ſo pleaſant, how much more to 
the ſull an * God: on that Sabbath abore 


by e 3% Do: not the ſpecial delights of: ah Sabbath 
cel all other delights, and wherein do they excel? 


tdey are well-founded, nat on miſtakes and deluſions, u 
carnal delights and pleaſures are, hut on the ſure word 


hall and damuntion they are; if they knew the ſhoriveſt 


4 beit pleafures, and the length of their ſorrows, they Be 


a would baut little heart to ſport or langh ; nay, it wog pre 
ſaon chin ber laughter into mourning and-lamentation. f thi 


. Spittal deligbis ſurpaſs them in reality; te O! 


_ pleaſures of the wicked ate but ſeeming and outward, bil for 


I — delight goes to the heart 69 | 
= 2 4 They gs N . 9 an fy 


| | believers delights 
 _ mid{t of the Janghter of the wicked, their heart is {ad 
__ tho! heir ſenſes be ſomeway tickled and affected, yt! 


are real, bearty, and inward. In te fo 


du 
; heart. is not. But: with behevers- it is othervil or 
ar. . Thou hal put more gladuſi in 918 beart, Us 7 
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aut; Carnal delights in drinking, ſporting; &c. 


pain 
and pleaſure by their ſenſes, but not ſorrow nor delight, 
becauſe theſe are intellectual. So the joy of carat] men 
js rather: pleaſure than delight; but the moe intellec- 
wal and chaſte our, delights are, the more pure and ſui- 
table are they to the human nature: Yea, the more our 


* 


the Sabbath; they malte us more like angels than men. 7 
4. They ſurpaſs them in innocency. Carnal deli to; 
we more we uſe them; the more we are enſnared: 


1 
- 


them; they pervert the heart, diforder ee 0 Sy 


indiſpoſe for duty; But ſpiritual delights have no ſucti 
effe&t ; / they are ſo far from perverting or diforderiog, 
thar-they+ corroborate and ſtrengthen the graces; / they 
compoſe- and purify the mind; they make fin the more 
odious, and fortify us the more againſt the baits of ſenſe; 
8. They excel them in ſeourity, / Spiritual delights 
ne pure lie cryſtal ſtreams, whereas carnal delights are 
inbittered with fear,” ſtings of conſcience, and ſenſe of 


6. They excel them in ſtrength and ſweetneſs, 


here is delight in thinking on our temporal intereſts, . 


but mueh more in thinking on Chriſt, and our intereſt in 
him, and the well ordered covenant: Yea, there is more 
delight in the hardeſt part of Sabbath work, viz. in mor- 
afying-one ſin or laſt; than carnal men have in ſatisfying 


profit in one day, yea, one hour's: communion with God, 
than in the worldly gains of a thouſand market days. 
Oh! do men toil hard in labouring fix days of the week 
for gaing of the world, and will we not labour one day 

for that which engufeth to everlaſting life? 

8, They are more ſatisfying than all worldly delights. 
burely there is more ſatis faction in the ſpiritual recreati- 
ons of chis day, than in all carnal ſports and paſtimes 
vhatlomever; O what ſatis faction is there in thinking on 


7. They are more profitable delights, There is more 


the work of redemption, and of all that Chriſt did ang 
klſered for the accompliſhment, of it? What a pleaſant - *_ 


ddights'are-:in- loving, praifing and worſhipping Got on 
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7: | recreation is it 0 find and feel the actings of love f 
dere to God, and to have a ſenſe of God's love uny 
tze ſoul; to meditate; on the eternal Sabbath of fel 
93 from zin, ſickneſs,” temptation, and all evil whatſome ver, 
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| und of joining ia the perfect love and praiſes of that biel. 
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Ec ſed-company. above to all eternity? ? 


| o - " "4 n 2 : < 
They ſurpaſe them in this, that they end vel, 


f 


| 


_- whereas caroal delights do not, Carnal delights are lite 
= _the.crackling/of thorns under a pot; they make a great 
WE or hke- the light of a candle, that-doth-ſhine for : 
| as little, bat then goes out in a ſtinkipg ſauff;; 80 with car- 
*. nal-delights, they make way for ſorrow, forthe end of 
| © © that mirth is heavineſs, according to Prov;.xive/13. Car- 
al delights: and. recreaticns, eſpecially on the Sabbath, 
_ .  Jeave a ſling bebind them, whenever conſcięnce is aw#- 
.—. - kened, and theſe ſtings ate the foreruners of hell, 
el. 4, What are theſe thingy in the Sabbath we 


'- ought. io delight in? Anf. 1. In the reſtraints which 


ide Sabbath lays on us, in hindripg, us from our worldly 
|  -. employments and recreations, and from all the pleaſures 
| - of fin; this we ſhould delight in. 27 In the duties and 
+ * fervices which the Sabbath obligeth us unt 
 - ©" Dueſl.5, What are theſe duties and ſervices of the 
Sabbath which: we ought to delight in? An. 1. There 
_ - are publick ſervices and duties which we ſhould delight 
in; as in hearing of the word, prayer, praiſes, and re- 
bdeiving of the ſacraments, 2. Private duties as the read - 
ing ol the word, prayer, meditation, Chriſtian conier- 
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